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By show of hands, how 
many of you attended the 
2012 IAPD/IPRA Soaring 
to New Heights Conference 
at the Hyatt Regency in 
January? If your hand is up, 
you were in good company. 
Nearly 4,350 of you 
participated in the 
educational event of the 
year. That's 250 more 
attendees than last year – 
further proof that the 
already-successful conference continues to get better 
every year. 

And speaking of successful … the 2011 Give Us Your 
Best Shot Photo Contest received a record-busting 220 
entries, most of which were submitted electronically 
(we're going green, see?). What's even more impressive 
than the volume of photos received is the quality of the 
submissions. Judges had a tough time narrowing the 
entries down to first and second place in the four contest 
categories. Turn to page 16 to see who took top honors.

Now with the annual conference and magazine photo 
contest in the rear view mirror, our thoughts turn to 
spring -- that idyllic time when all things green return 
from winter hiatus. It's no coincidence, then, that the 
March-April IP&R magazine is green-themed. 

In this edition, you'll learn about green infrastructure, the 
potential for new partnerships it brings and even funding 
possibilities. We're also featuring the St. Charles Park 
District's new environmental education center, which was 
designed to be ecologically sensitive and environmentally 
sustainable.  Finally, the Carol Stream Park District 
shares the story of its successful Earth Day celebration. 

As always, if you have feedback on IP&R magazine, I'd 
love to hear from you. Is there a topic you're interested in 
reading about or an article you'd like to write? Send me 
your suggestions, compliments or complaints. My 
mailbox is always open - LHarlan@ilparks.org.
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— LORI HARLAN
 

Best regards,

May/June – Golf

July/August – Maintenance

September/October – Leadership/
Board Development

November/December – Programming

2012 IP&R Magazine Editorial Themes:
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gGET ON BOARD

Peter M. Murphy
IAPD President and CEO
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Raise the Bar Through Networking

One of the great rewards of being a park commissioner and an 

elected official is bringing to your community a true quality of life that 

would not exist without the many programs and activities that your 

park district provides. Networking provides an unparalleled 

opportunity to discover the latest programs and trends at park and 

recreation agencies throughout Illinois. Not only does it give you the 

opportunity to engage in new and exciting programs that have been 

tested by other entities, but it also gives you the opportunity to bring 

innovation to your board practices.

The Illinois Association of Park Districts is dedicated to providing 

board members and park professionals with opportunities to network, 

and this year's state conference is a prime example. More than 4,350 

individuals and 1,297 vendors attended the conference. Over the 

three-day conference, we offered more than 160 educational sessions 

that covered a vast array of topics including finance, how to be a 

better board member, legal/legislative topics and Parliamentary 

Procedures/Robert's Rules, just to name a few. The evaluations have 

been tallied, and the educational offerings and presentations were 

highly rated and very well received by conference attendees. The 

many social opportunities at the conference gave board members a 

variety of opportunities to network with fellow elected officials from 

across the state of Illinois. Those relationships will prove to be 

invaluable as districts meet economic challenges and push for 

innovation in the delivery of services.

This year, the association also worked with the Joint Legislative 

Committee to put on more than 10 legislative breakfasts, which gave 

board members and professionals an opportunity to meet with state 

representatives and senators to discuss the current issues facing their 

districts. This was a highly effective format for members to assess the 

current legislative environment in Springfield, and to promote the 

high value that park and recreation services have on quality of life 

and health and wellness.

April and May will be Flying 4 Kids Months with a statewide kite fly 

taking place at agencies across Illinois. Now in its eighth year, Flying 

4 Kids Months attracts thousands of families, kite enthusiasts and 

media at park districts, forest preserves, conservation, recreation and 

special recreation agencies throughout the state. These events are a 

wonderful opportunity to reinforce with citizens the importance of our 

Youth License Plate. This four-color plate -- in my estimation, one of 

the best looking license plates in Illinois -- generates grant money to 

assist park districts and recreation agencies in conducting after-

school programs for youth that emphasize the benefits of health, 

fitness and making the right life choices. The association has 

awarded grants of more than $430,450 since this program's 

inception, and the current round of PowerPlay! grants will distribute 

more than $35,000 to IAPD members this spring.

stMark your calendars — May 1  is Parks Day at the State Capitol. For 

those of you who have attended, you know that this is a wonderful 

opportunity to showcase your agency, and its many activities to 

members of the Illinois General Assembly as well as to members of 

the public visiting the capitol. This year, the capitol is under 

renovation, and space will be limited to only 35 agencies.  If you 

have not taken the opportunity to register for Parks Day, please don't 

hesitate to do so.

ndIn addition, May 2  will be the Legislative Conference. This event 

will feature statewide elected officials and special roundtables on 

current legislative issues of interest to park districts, forest preserves, 

recreation and special recreation agencies. The conference will be 

preceded by a reception with members of the General Assembly at 

the Illini Country Club on May 1. If you have never attended this 

event, make plans to do so as it is a valuable use of your time.

There will be additional opportunities for networking throughout the 

summer with the continuation of the IAPD Summer Golf Tour. Please 

check the IAPD website at www.ILparks.org to find the Summer Golf 

Tour dates and locations. These events are designed to bring park 

Informal conversation 
among those with kindred 
interests is probably the 
oldest mechanism by which 
programs and ideas are 
developed, expressed and 
spread.
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commissioners and professionals together throughout the state of Illinois in a relaxed venue. The 

old adage, “You can learn a lot about a person on the golf course.” is never truer than at an IAPD 
thgolf tour event. In addition, the Legislative Golf Outing will be held on July 19  at the beautiful 

White Pines Golf Course in Bensenville.

Don't miss the chance to network with local officials from cities, counties and community 

colleges through Good Governance Workshops presented by IAPD in partnership with the Illinois 

Municipal League and the Illinois Community College Trustees Association. Topics to be covered 

include Open Meetings, Freedom of Information, Ethics, How to Run a Meeting, 

Intergovernmental Cooperation, Boardsmanship/Civility and Dealing with the Media. Dates and 

locations for the five events are: June 6, Schaumburg Golf Club; June 9, Joliet Junior College; 

June 13, Heartland Community College; June 20, Moraine Valley Community College; and June 

23, Rend Lake College. 

thPark District Conservation Day will take place on August 18 . If your agency has not joined the 

hundreds of other park districts that have participated in this event, now is the time to do so. It 

provides a wonderful opportunity for young adults, as well as performing arts groups, to 

showcase their talents at the Illinois State Fair on one of the many stages throughout the 

fairgrounds. It is another not-to-be-missed opportunity, and if your agency has not been involved 

in this important activity, please consider it. I think you will find it very rewarding.

For those who see value in networking but are reluctant to do so, a recommended read is 

Networking for People Who Hate Networking by Devora Zack. A main takeaway from the book is 

that real networking is about building meaningful connections one person at a time. To collect 

three business cards at an event and follow up personally with all three people is a much 

stronger networking approach than to collect 30 cards and follow up with no one. When you're 

at a networking event, always have a pen with you. When you finish meeting someone, take their 

card and write down a couple facts about the person. These notes will help you remember 

something about the person so your follow up can be specific and genuine instead of just a 

general 'It was good to meet you.' For better or for worse, life is a networking event.

GUIDE TO ILLINOIS
SUNSHINE LAWS 
NOW Available.

Order Online at www.ilparks.org/store
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I hope you agree with me when I say that John is right on target. We 
must all strive to improve ourselves and our agency. One way to 
improve ourselves is through educational opportunities, so I would 
like to expand on two of IPRA's educational events that John
mentioned and highlight ways to recruit future leaders. 

First, the that will be held on 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the DoubleTree in Oak Brook. This is a 
member-only event and one that you cannot afford to miss.

 The registration fee is only $40 per 

member and includes continental breakfast, lunch, four hours of 
education from a nationally-recognized speaker, 0.4 CEUs, and if that 
was not enough, the opportunity to network with your colleagues 
across the state. Craig Hickman, author of The Oz Principle will focus 
on “Getting Results Through Individual & Organizational 
Accountability.” His message will cover the following four key 
principles: 

          1) How people and organizations can overcome victim 
          attitudes and behavior and step “Above The Line” to attain 
          superior performance; 

          2) How to focus on the fundamental cause of poor leadership, 
          low productivity, unacceptable quality, customer 
          dissatisfaction, inadequate innovation, wasted talent, 
          dysfunctional teams or a general lack of accountability; 

          3) How to move beyond explaining why you didn't or can't do 
          better to what you can do to make your future brighter; and 

          4) How to improve performance through accountability. 

Education Institute Friday, April 20 

 
Registration deadline is April 6.

EYE ON THE PROFESSION
A C L O S E R L O O K A T T R E N D S A N D I S S U E S I N T H E P A R K A N D R E C R E A T I O N P R O F E S S I O N

I would like to start by sharing a recent IPRA Today article by John 
Curran, IPRA Chairman and Executive Director of the Tinley Park Park 
District. His message is one that we need to all heed caution to and 
determine how we are going to be ready for the inevitable changes in 
our industry. 

     “Just like the Chicago weather, parks and recreation is changing. 
     The big change is retirement. In the United States the Boomers 
     are retiring at a rate of 10,000 per day and plenty of those 
     Boomers are in the field of parks and recreation. At this writing, 
     there are five (5) Executive Director positions open in the 
     metropolitan Chicago area all due to retirements. That is a major 
     loss of experience in our profession.

     The big question, do we have the educational opportunities to 
     properly train professionals to fill this void? The answer is a big 
     Yes. The just completed 2012 IAPD/IPRA Soaring to New 
     Heights Conference provided a wide variety of educational 
     sessions, workshops, and hands on learning opportunities to 
     advance the profession. 

     The opportunities for continuing education are plentiful. The 
     2012 IPRA education calendar is available on the IPRA website 
     and now is the time to begin to set the dates aside and register 
     for the programs that will help advance your career. 

     On April 20th IPRA will offer an IPRA Education Institute at the 
     Doubletree Chicago-Oakbrook. Craig Hickman, co-author of the 
     "Oz Principle" will be the featured speaker. He will focus on 
     getting results through individual and organizational 
     accountability. The registration fee is only $40 and includes 
     lunch and .4 CEU's. 

     In October IPRA will launch a newly created Leadership 
     Academy. The Academy is an intensive six-month program that 
     can benefit you regardless of what stage you are in your career. 
     This program will meet one full day per month for six months 
     providing the skills for professionals to become top 
     administrators in our field. 

     These are just two of the many educational offerings provided by 
     IPRA in 2012. Professional development is a personal 
     commitment to lifelong learning. Are you ready to make that 
     commitment? If you want to be part of that change that is 
     coming and prepare yourself for a successful future don't miss    
     these educational opportunities. Don't let change pass you by. 
     Become part of the leadership in parks and recreation.”

Jan R. Arnold
Executive Director, IPRA
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Don’t Let Change Pass You By

Through your 
involvement, we will 
build strong parks and 
recreation leaders for 
the future of our 
communities.



Make sure you are not being left behind and that you embrace a 
culture of accountability for yourself and your staff! 

is a six-month program where 
participants will meet one day per month to focus on a variety of 
leadership topics including: innovation, decision-making, staff 
development, performance planning, interpersonal skills, customer 
service, strategic planning and much more. IPRA will begin accepting 
applications on April 1, 2012. A full brochure with course 
descriptions as well as the application is available at www.ILipra.org 
on our education page. The deadline for submission is June 29, 
2012. I encourage you to be a part of this exciting educational 
opportunity. This is a unique chance for you to be a part of a cohort 
of professionals which will allow you not only to learn from the 
academy instructors, but also from one another's experiences. 

There are three levels to the Academy, and the curriculum at each 
level will focus on building great leaders to strengthen parks and 
recreation agencies. 

 
       (Oct. 4; Nov. 8; Dec. 6; Jan. 10; Feb.7; and Mar. 7)

       (Oct. 3; Nov. 7; Dec. 5; Jan. 9; Feb. 6; and Mar. 6)

       (Oct. 2; Nov. 6; Dec. 4; Jan. 8; Feb. 5; and Mar. 5)

After the completion of the six sessions, individuals will receive a 
Certificate of Completion from the University of Illinois. 

 How did you learn about the field of parks 
and recreation? Were you a lifeguard or a camp counselor as a high 
school student? Did you work part-time in the summer and have a 
great boss who told you about parks and recreation as a college 
major? Did you "fall into" this career?

In 2011, the IPRA College & University Relations Committee 
(“CURC”) launched a campaign to recruit young people into the field 
of parks and recreation. Acknowledging that this is often a "discovery" 
career, many high school and college-aged students often do not 
realize that it is a planned course of study, the CURC partnered with 
Greg Bizarro of Jaffe Films to produce an informational iCD that can 
be shown to agency staff (lifeguards, day camp counselors, etc.) and 
on college campuses. The goals are 1) to promote careers that are 
park and recreation specific, as well as careers in parks and 
recreation that involve other disciplines and 2) to educate young 
adults about the viability of parks and recreation as a career path. 
This video provides accurate and compelling information about parks 
and recreation as a career option and will direct students to 
additional resources. Check it out on YouTube (search Illinois Park 
and Recreation Association).

Be sure to check out the "Day in the Life" videos!

If you would like to learn more about IPRA's efforts to promote parks 
and recreation as a career, please contact our CURC Co-Chairs: Laura 
Payne at lpayne@illinois.edu or Mike Selep at MikeS@fvsra.org.

As John stated in his article, don't let change pass you by. I hope you 
will be a part of change and a part of our new educational offerings. 
Through your involvement, we will build strong parks and recreation 
leaders for the future of our communities. Thanks for being involved!

                                    Executive Director, IPRA

A special thanks 
to our three co-sponsors: Musco Lighting, Cunningham Associates 
and Service Wear Apparel.

IPRA's Leadership Academy 

  Level One – Personal Leadership

Level Two – Leading Your Team 

       Level Three – Leading Your Agency 

Recruiting for our Future:

 - Jan R. Arnold,

     

       

UPCOMING IPRA 
EDUCATIONAL OFFERINGS

March 20-21
Certified Pool Operator 
Course (CPO)

March 21
WEBINAR: 
Learning About PRORAGIS
10 - 11:30AM

March 22
Parks & Natural Resources 
Management Section 
Meeting & Discussion
10AM - 1PM

March 23
PNRMS Workshop: 
Tree Pruning Clinic
9AM - 12PM

March 24
Certified Therapeutic 
Recreation Specialist (CTRS) 
Test Preparation Course
10AM - 4PM

April 4
WEBINAR: HR Compliance 
for Supervisors
10 - 11:30AM

April 5
Therapeutic Recreation 
Section Meeting & Discussion
9 - 11AM

April 10
WEBINAR: World Class 
Customer Service
10 - 11:30AM

IPRA & SIPRA Workshop
9AM - 3PM

April 13
Communications & 
Marketing Section Meeting 
& Discussion
1 - 4PM

April 17-19
NRPA Certified Playground 
Safety Inspector Course 
(CPSI) 

For the most 
up-to-date Calendar 
of Events, please 
visit the IPRA website 
at www.ILipra.org.

April 20
IPRA Education Institute 
(Members Only)
9AM - 3PM

April 25
WEBINAR: Creating a 
Successful Business Plan
10 - 11AM 

April 27
WEBINAR: College & 
University Relations 
Committee Research 
Webinars 

May 3
ITRS PSD Meeting 
& Discussion
9 - 11AM 

May 9
Special Event Round Table: 
Planning for Fall
10AM - 12PM  

May 9
WEBINAR: Industry Trends & 
the Culture to Support Their 
Implementation
10 - 11:30AM 

May 10
Recreation Section Meeting 
& Discussion 
11:30AM - 2PM  

May 11
Facility Management Section 
Meeting & Discussion 
10AM - 12PM 

May 16
Aquatic Manager 
Leadership Training 
9AM - 4PM 
 
May 16
Communications & 
Marketing Section Meeting 
& Discussion 
1 - 4PM 

May 17
Ethnic Minority Section 
Meeting & Discussion
11AM - 1PM

   w w w . I L p a r k s . o r g   M a r c h / A p r i l    9 2 0 1 2 



sSTATEHOUSE INSIDER

Jason Anselment
Legal/Legislative Counsel

I S S U E S & I N S I G H T S F R O M T H E L E G A L / L E G I S L A T I V E S C E N E

Because of redistricting and the retirement of several legislators, there 
will be numerous open seats in the fall’s General Election. Therefore, 
much attention will be paid to your local legislative districts this year. 
However, there will also be plenty of activity in Springfield with over 

th10,000 bills having been filed in the 97  General Assembly, including 
more than 3,500 new pieces of legislation since January 1, 2012.

Whether we are notifying you of important deadlines and committee 
hearings or keeping you up-to-date on the status of bills and 
amendments, IAPD is your direct connection to the State Capitol. We 
review every bill to determine its impact on our member agencies, and 
we were closely watching 350 bills as this article went to press. 

Throughout the spring session, we will keep you apprised of the latest 
developments from the Capitol through legislative updates and alerts. 
You can also track the status of each bill we consider a priority by 
visiting the Public Policy section of IAPD's website (www.ILParks.org), 
which we update several times each week.

Below are some important legislative proposals that directly impact your 
agency, so you should follow them closely throughout the spring 
session.

Several bills have been proposed to amend the Park District Code. 

 is an IAPD initiative that allows a park board to 
appoint an assistant secretary and an assistant treasurer, so that these 
assistants can perform those duties if the secretary or treasurer is 
unable to do so. Although many park districts already appoint assistant 
officers, this will clarify the authority of those assistants to perform 
important functions such as signing bond documents.

 would allow the 
president of a park district to have access to specified criminal records 
of an applicant for employment who has been adjudicated a delinquent 
minor for certain serious offenses. Park districts are already required to 
pay for and conduct criminal background checks for these serious 
offenses, but current law does not allow access to these particular 
records.

 provides that bonds issued by the Carol Stream 
Park District, which were approved by referendum at the February 2, 
2010, general primary election, are not subject to the percentage debt 
limitations imposed by the Park District Code and are not considered 
part of that agency's principal indebtedness.

 would require a three-fourths vote of the park 
board (rather than a simple majority) in order to acquire any real estate 
that contains a “habitable building” listed on property tax records.

PARK DISTRICT CODE

HB 4562 (Riley, A.)

HB 4643 (Senger, D.) / SB 3809 (Mulroe, J.)

SB 3184 (Millner, J.)

SB 2490 (Lauzen, C.)

IAPD is Your Direct Connection
to the State Capitol
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FOREST PRESERVES

REGULATIONS ON PARK AND RECREATION FACILITIES

There are also several proposed amendments to the Downstate Forest 
Preserve District Act.

 permits a forest preserve district to authorize 
the sale or public auction of a structure located on land owned by the 
district provided certain requirements are met. The bill also clarifies that 
forest preserves may sell surplus personal property without 
advertisement if three-fifths of the members of the forest preserve board 
find the sale to be in the district's best interest.

 both provide that no land owned or 
acquired by a forest preserve may be used for any sand, gravel or other 
mining operation and also prohibit a forest preserve district from 
transferring any land or interest in land to an entity that the district has 
reason to know intends to construct any mining operation. When 
transferring land, the district would be required to impose a covenant in 
the transfer that prohibits the development of any mining operation. 
Previous or current mining operations are exempted.

 Authorizes a county to enter into an 
intergovernmental agreement with a forest preserve district that exempts 
the district from compliance with County Zoning Ordinances.

, as introduced, would amend the Lawn Care 
Products Application and Notice Act to require park districts (i) to 
maintain a registry of persons who have registered to receive written 
notification before a fertilizer, pesticide or plant protectant is applied to 
park district property other than a golf course and (ii) to provide 
advance written notification to persons on that registry before applying a 
fertilizer, pesticide or plant protectant on that property.

 would make it illegal to plant restricted 
vegetation within 20 feet of an electric utility pole or overhead electrical 
conductor located within the State and subject such restricted 
vegetation to removal according to procedures established by the ICC. 
The bill also requires restricted vegetation to be labeled as such by 
sellers.

 as introduced, would add provisions to the 
Swimming Facility Act concerning licenses to operate, permits for 
construction or major alteration, license renewal and payment of fees, 
plan certification and plan resubmittal. The bill also establishes various 
fee structures for licensure and inspection and makes changes in 
provisions concerning rules, violations at facilities, records and fees for 
copies of records held by the Department of Public Health (IDPH). It 
also provides that violations shall be punishable by up to $1,000 fine 

HB 3892 (Osmond, J.)

SB 2484 / SB 2893 (Noland, M.)

HB 5899 (Fortner, M.)

HB 4030 (May, K.)

HB 3884 (Franks, J.)

SB 3727 (Harmon, D.)



HB 5038 (Senger, D.)

SB 2073 (Franks, J.) and SB 2862 
(Sandoval, M.)

HB 4608 (Franks, J.)

SB 3314 (Harmon, D.)

HB 3908 (Kay, D.)

HB 4021 (Nekritz, E.)

HB 5102 (Saviano, A.) 

HB 5103 (Saviano, A.) 

HB 4648 (Hatcher, K.) 

SB 3185 (Sandack, R.)

 exempts the removal of trees and limbs along 
roadways and parkways from prevailing wage requirements when not 
part of other construction.

A plethora of bills propose to change tax caps by amending the 
Property Tax Extension Limitation Law (PTELL).

House Amendment No. 6 to 
 provide that if the total EAV in a taxing district for the 

current levy year (excluding new property, recovered tax increment 
value and property that is annexed to or disconnected from the taxing 
district in the current levy year) is less than the total EAV for the 
previous levy year, then the extension limitation is (a) 0% or (b) the 
rate of increase approved by voters (instead of the lesser of 5% or the 
percentage CPI increase).  is identical except 
that it only applies to all taxing districts located in whole or in part 
within a county with a population between 300,000 and 400,000, 
i.e., McHenry County.

 provides that when imposing a new rate, 
increasing the limiting rate or the extension limitation, the 
approximate amount of the tax extendable shall be calculated (i) 
without regard to any property tax exemptions and (ii) using an 
equalized assessed value calculated by multiplying the percentage 
level of assessment prescribed for such property by statute or by 
ordinance of the county board by the most recent final equalization 
factor certified to the county clerk by the Department of Revenue at 
the time the taxing district initiates the submission of the proposition 
to the electors. 

 permits 10% of the registered voters in a county 
not subject to tax caps to initiate a referendum to make all non-home 
rule taxing districts that have all or a portion of their equalized 
assessed valuation situated in the county subject to PTELL. 

 allows taxing districts to adopt a levy to 
recapture revenue lost due to refunds issued pursuant to a decision of 
the Property Tax Appeal Board, an assessment or exemption decision 
of the Department of Revenue, a court order or an administrative 
decision of a local assessment official. The legislation further provides 
that any taxpayer who has received a refund that has been included 
in a recapture levy has the right to abate an amount equal to a 
portion of that refund amount, subject to certain limitations.

exempts special purpose extensions made by 
any taxing district for pension payments from the district's “aggregate 
extension”.

provides that special purpose extensions 
made by any taxing district for the payment of costs associated with 
an unfunded mandate required by the State for which the taxing 
district is not directly reimbursed are not included in the definition of 
aggregate extension.

would allow for the recall of locally elected 
officials.

 would require a governmental unit to make a 
finding before incurring debt that the particular instrument of 
indebtedness selected is the most cost-effective means or is otherwise 
the most appropriate method for the particular purpose for which the 
funds are to be used.

PTELL / PROPERTY TAX CODE

OTHER

per day and up to 6 months imprisonment and permits IDPH to impose 
administrative civil penalties. The bill also sets forth provisions 
concerning the suspension and modification of pre-qualifications and 
licenses and requires any person seeking to perform construction, 
installation, modification or repair of a swimming facility to be licensed 
by IDPH. 

IAPD has been in negotiations with IDPH and other groups for many 
months to reduce or eliminate the applicability of these fees on IAPD 
member agencies and to ensure that local government remains exempt 
from criminal and civil penalties.

 would require licensed day care centers to have 
the facility tested for radon at least once every three years and to post 
the results at the facility next to the day care license.

amends the Open Meetings Act to require agenda 
items to be “sufficiently descriptive” to give the public reasonable 
notice of the items that will be considered or will be the subject of final 
action at the meeting and to require the public body conducting a 
public meeting to ensure that at least one copy of any requested notice 
and agenda for the meeting is continuously available for public review 
during the entire 48-hour period preceding the meeting.

 amends the Local Records Act to require the 
Local Records Commission to approve for disposal or destruction 
certain lists or schedules of public records that have no administrative, 
legal, research or historical value without requiring further approval 
prior thereto.

 would require units of local government with an 
Internet website maintained by a full-time staff person to post on its 
website for the current calendar or fiscal year and the previous four 
years: (i) contact information for elected and appointed officials, (ii) 
notice of and materials prepared for regular and emergency meetings, 
(iii) procedures for requesting information, (iv) annual budget, (v) 
ordinances, (vi) building permit and zoning variance application 
procedures, (vii) financial reports and audits, (viii) employee 
compensation information, (ix) contracts with lobbying firms, (x) taxes 
and fees imposed by the unit of local government, (xi) rules governing 
the award of contracts, (xii) bids and contracts worth $25,000 or 
more, and (xiii) campaign contributions made by a vendor. The bill also 
requires the unit of local government to create a searchable expenditure 
and revenue database on its website that meets certain requirements.

The following bills would amend the Prevailing Wage Act.

 requires that prevailing 
wages be paid by a public body to workers engaged in snow plowing. 

 allows the waiver of prevailing wage from public 
works projects with a total cost of $20,000 or less if the public body 
notifies the Department of Labor within 60 days of commencing the 
project. The legislation is similar to  except for the 
notification requirement. 

HB 4606 (May, K.)

HB 4687 (Pihos, S.) 

SB 3645 (Landek, S.)

SB 3392 (Duffy, D.)

HB 5372 (Phelps, B.) / SB 3639 (Forby, G.)

HB 4537 (Sacia, J.)

HB 3094 (Tryon, M.)

OPEN MEETINGS, LOCAL RECORDS, AND TRANSPARENCY

PREVAILING WAGE

HB 5044 (Franks, J.) / SB 3508 (Althoff, P.)  would amend the 
Governmental Account Audit Act to require local governments to submit 
their annual audit and financial reports to the Comptroller 
electronically, and for the Comptroller to post those reports on the 
internet, no later than 45 days after receipt. The requirement may be 
waived if sufficient evidence is provided to the Comptroller that the 
report cannot be filed electronically. The bill also establishes certain 
posting requirements and penalties for delinquent reports.
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IAPD Legislator of the Year
Representative Daniel Biss 

IAPD Legislator of the Year
Representative Mike Fortner

Representative Biss has been a great advocate for parks 
and recreation this year. He was the chief sponsor of one 
of IAPD's major legislative platform initiatives, House Bill 
3343, which restores the exemption to the Freedom of 
Information Act to protect the private information of 
children who participate in the programs of our member 
agencies. His efforts to advance park and recreational 
opportunities for Illinois citizens in his first term have truly 
been exceptional. 

Representative Fortner has been a faithful supporter of 
parks and recreation both in his district and statewide. 
This year, he took the initiative to draft legislation giving 
park districts the authority to enter into design-build 
construction contracts. Our many legislative successes 
this past year would also not have been possible without 
his leadership. His commitment to advancing park 
districts and recreational opportunities for Illinois citizens 
over the years has been outstanding. 

Soaring to 

New Heights

IAPD and IPRA recognized legislators and 
leaders in the field of parks and recreation at 
the all-conference awards luncheon on January 
27 at the Hyatt Regency in Chicago.

2  0  1  2
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The IPRA Young Professional Award was 
given to Mike Gianatasio, a certified parks 
and recreation professional and recreation 
program manager at the Lisle Park District. 
In just three years, Mike created a teen 
camp that has already doubled in size and 
tripled its net profit. Mike serves on 
numerous IPRA committees, has presented 
an IPRA webinar and has spoken at various 
conferences. Mike also volunteers his time to 
a number of community activities that 
benefit Lisle's youth. 

IPRA Young Professional of the Year
Mike Gianatasio, Lisle Park District

IPRA Excellence in Environmental Leadership
Lee Hansen, Skokie Park District

The IPRA Excellence in Environmental Leadership Award was 
presented to Lee Hansen. As the Skokie Park District's manager 
of the Emily Oaks Nature Center, Lee has coordinated student 
and volunteer efforts to preserve the nature center's ecological 
systems. Under her management, the center has doubled the 
native plant species at the 13-acre preserve. Lee has also 
organized activities for school children including a three-day 
Earth Keepers program that benefitted nearly 4,000 Skokie 
students and their families. Her efforts have also resulted in 
recycling programs throughout the district's facilities and 
programs. 

IAPD Rising Star
Tim Pasternak, Round Lake Area Park District

This year's winner of the IAPD Rising Star Award is Tim Pasternak from the Round Lake Area Park 
District. Tim was involved in the park district even before he was elected to the board as the lead 
citizen in establishing a natural area preserve in the community. As a commissioner, Tim serves as 
the district's representative to the John Huebner Trust and Fishery allowing the district to receive 
funds for the education of the public on lake issues and for the continued presence of the park 
district on Round Lake. Under his direction, the district was also the first-ever accredited agency by 
the Joint Distinguished Park and Recreation Accreditation Review Board.

IAPD Honored Professional
Ron Gunter, Westmont Park District

This year's IAPD Honored Professional 
Award went to Ron Gunter of the 
Westmont Park District. For more than 
three decades, Ron has been a leader in 
the field mentoring more than 50 park 
and recreation professionals. Under his 
direction, the Westmont Park District has 
developed 12 new neighborhood park 
sites, a nature park, a soccer and skate 
park complex, a nine-hole golf course, a 
senior center and a fitness and racquetball 
club. Ron has also secured millions of 
dollars in grant funding and donations. 
Throughout his career, he has been 
actively involved in IAPD, as well as 
countless other community organizations.



IPRA Fellow 
Chuck Balling, Glenview Park District

The IPRA Fellow Award was presented to Chuck Balling from the Glenview Park District for his 
35-year commitment to parks and recreation, his agency and the community. Chuck works 
tirelessly with villages, school districts, libraries, special recreation agencies and community 
organizations to promote recreation and improve the quality of life for residents. Under his 
direction, the Glenview Park District has grown its nationally recognized soccer program, secured 
a $2 million donation to launch a community center and completed a $4.2 million expansion of 
a multipurpose fitness center. Chuck's extensive experience with strategic planning guided the 
IPRA's effort to outline changes to better serve the needs of recreation professionals.

Chuck Szoke received the IPRA Professional Recognition Award for his tireless giving 
throughout his career, both to his park district and his community. The Channahon Park 
District's first and only executive director with 33 years of experience, Chuck has worked 
effectively with other community leaders to transform the park district. His strong 
leadership, vision and commitment helped a very small park district earn the National Gold 
Medal Award. Local leaders agree that Channahon is a better place because of Chuck's 
leadership and call him “a champion of the community.” Chuck has chaired several IRPA 
committees, authored magazine articles and presented at state and national conferences. 

IPRA Professional Recognition
Chuck Szoke, Channahon Park District

IAPD Mike Cassidy Commissioner Community Service
Wayne Motley, Waukegan Park District

This year, the Mike Cassidy Commissioner Community Service Award was presented to Wayne 
Motley, a commissioner on the Waukegan Park District Board since 1995. Wayne has logged 
tens of thousands of volunteer hours for a variety of local community organizations. A former 

soccer player himself, Wayne's goal was to establish a facility to support youth athletics. After 
10 years of persistence, that goal was realized last summer when the Waukegan Sports Park 

opened with 14 soccer fields and four softball/baseball diamonds. Wayne has established 
himself as an enthusiastic advocate for the park district and the community.
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IAPD Commissioner of the Year
Edward Karasek, Berwyn Park District

The Commissioner of the Year Award was presented to Edward Karasek, Berwyn Park District, 
whose impressive 45 years of service is inspired by a lifelong passion for helping people and 

parks. Ed has served as a commissioner since 1966 and has been a member of IAPD the 
entire time. He has worked diligently in support of preserving open space in the community, 

and under his leadership, the Berwyn Park District has added nine new parks to the one it 
started with. When Berwyn was selected for a Kaboom grant to build a playground in a single 

day, Ed, who is 90 years young, worked the entire day. He is also an active member of the 
garden club and tends the garden in Proksa Park on a daily basis. 



PASSING THE GAVEL

2012 Chairman of the IAPD 
Board of Trustees Linda Johnson

2012 Chairman of the IPRA 
Board of Directors John Curran

Linda Johnson, commissioner of the 
Crete Park District, is the 2012 
chairman of the Illinois Association of 
Park Districts' (IAPD) Board of Trustees.

Linda was elected to the IAPD board in 
January 2006. She has served on 
several IAPD committees including the 
nominating, board development, 
executive, honors and resolutions and 
program committees. She has also 
served on the IAPD/IPRA coordinating 
council, joint conference committee 
and the exhibit committee (co-chair). 
Linda succeeds Wally Frasier from the 
Mundelein Park and Recreation 
District.

John Curran, Director of Parks and 
Recreation for the Tinley Park Park 
District, is the 2012 chairman of the 
Illinois Park and Recreation 
Association's Board of Directors. 

John has served on 12 different IPRA 
Committees and Task Forces since 
1979 and previously served on the 
IPRA Board of Directors from 1989-
1992. John has also served on several 
committees for the South Suburban 
Park and Recreation Professional 
Association as well as President in 
1981-82. He succeeds LoriKay Paden 
from the University of Illinois.
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IPRA Robert Artz Distinguished Service
Greg Petry, Waukegan Park District

The IPRA Robert Artz Distinguished Service Award 
was given to Greg Petry from the Waukegan Park 
District. With more than 30 years of experience, Greg 
has a unique talent for legislative advocacy and has 
been instrumental in the success of the joint legislative 
breakfasts, as well as promoting legislative action for 
the benefit of parks, recreation and conservation. 
Under his leadership, his park district has flourished, 
winning state and national awards. Greg also recently 
earned distinction as a certified park and recreation 
executive by the National Certification Board in 
conjunction with the NRPA. 

All professional photos taken at the conference 
are also available to view and purchase online at 
ILparks.org. Follow the link to conference photos 
and use the password: ilparks2012.
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Awards
IP&R Magazine 

Writing and Photo Contest 

The 2011

SPORTS
1st Place – Sports

Justin Miller, 
Northbrook Park District

“Soccer Camp”

2nd Place – Sports
Melissa Swanner, 

Geneva Park District
“Kids With Attitude”

Best Environmental Article
Conservation of Connectivity
Dr. Deanna Glosser, Environmental Planning 
Solutions & Dr. Brian Anderson, University of 
Illinois

Behind the scenes of Illinois Parks and Recreation magazine, we are proud of this publication and grateful to those 
whose contributions make it enjoyable and informative to read. This issue is particularly special as it gives us the 
opportunity to recognize those contributors who volunteer their time and talent without expecting anything in return. 

Best Legal/Legislative Article
Effects of Crime and Physical Activity
Juan Carlos Acevedo, University of Illinois & Monika 
Stodolska, PhD, University of Illinois

Best Marketing Article
What Gets Their Attention
Sherry Manschot, Western DuPage Special Recreation 
Association

Best Programming Article
Don't Come Home Until Dinner
Michelle Mohney, Chicago Wilderness

Together, the Illinois Association of Park Districts and 
the Illinois Park and Recreation Association are pleased 
to announce the 2011 Illinois Parks and Recreation 
Magazine Writing Awards:

Similarly, the magazine's annual photo contest generates many of the images we use in IP&R and in other 
IAPD and IPRA publications throughout the year. The associations are pleased to honor the winners of the 
2011 Give Us Your Best Shot photo contest:



WILDLIFE

RECREATION

NATURE/LANDSCAPE

1st Place – Nature/Landscape
Elizabeth White, Elmhurst Park District
“Fall Leaf”

 2ndPlace – Nature/Landscapes
Sarah Parisi, Wheaton Park District
“The Duck Pond”

1st Place – Wildlife
John Clayton, Sugar Grove Park District
“Whitetail Deer, Odocoileus Virginianus”

2nd Place – Wildlife
Bryan Werner, Metro East Park 
and Recreation District
“Spicebush Swallowtail Butterfly”

1st Place – Recreation
Colleen Canavan

Palos Heights Parks 
& Recreation Department

"Ear to Ear Smile on the Drop Slide"

2nd Place – Recreation
Julie Baran-Reilly, 

Glenview Park District
"Double Trouble"
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A warm thanks to everyone who submitted a photo or 
contributed an article in 2011. 

And, as always, we thank the judges who made the 
tough decisions. They evaluated every article published 
in 2011 and sorted through more than 220 photos. 

Writing Judges
Nick DiGrino, Western Illinois University
Robin Hall, University of Illinois
Amy Hurd, Illinois State University

Photo Judges
Barry Locher, Illinois Press Association
Chris Young, State Journal-Register
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GREEN 
INFRASTRUCTURE

By: Jon Grosshans, Judy Beck and 
Bob Newport – United States Environmental Protection Agency

 
BRINGS NEW 

PARTNERS AND 
POSSIBILITIES 

TO PARKS 

Photos by Bob Newport and Village of Park Forest

Expanding (or even maintaining) parks in the face of rising 

costs is a top concern for most park districts in Illinois. Every 

spending decision must maximize the value of the dollars 

invested on projects – whether maintaining existing parks or 

developing new recreation options. As park districts examine 

their options for future maintenance and development, green 

stormwater infrastructure can be a project design decision that 

contributes multiple benefits and brings in a variety of new 

partners. 

The good news is that green stormwater infrastructure projects 

can complement park facilities and operations because they 

can be designed in many shapes and sizes. A green stormwater 

project is an alternative infrastructure strategy that relies upon 

onsite rainwater capture, storage and infiltration. A green 

infrastructure project reduces stormwater runoff through 

natural systems that mimic pre-development hydrology. 

Projects may include rain gardens, rain barrels, cisterns, 

constructed wetlands, bioswales, stormwater parks and green 

roofs. In more urban environments, space constraints may 

dictate that projects take the form of green roofs, permeable 

pavements and rain gardens. Larger parks may incorporate 

reforestation strategies or large-scale constructed wetlands.

w w w . i p r a o n l i n e . c o m
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE COMPLEMENTS NEW PARK DEMANDS. 

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE CAN REDUCE MAINTENANCE COSTS 
OVER TIME.

As park districts conduct surveys of residents about desired facilities, 
a growing demand is emerging for new park facilities beyond 
traditional active recreation opportunities. In fact, the top response of 
most resident surveys will include “trails” or “improved park access 
and connectivity”. The intergenerational appeal of walking and biking 
trails creates an evolving role for park districts to retrofit existing 
parks for additional trails and multiuse path connections between 
parks and other community destinations. The linear design of trails 
easily lends itself to complementary green infrastructure installations 
that can enhance the trail. Resident preference surveys also indicate 
that more environmental education facilities and programming are 
desired. Again, these facilities may be retrofitted on existing sites or 
may involve the development of new park facilities. Since park 
expansion planning is always challenging, there needs to be some 
examination of other strategies that can assist in meeting these new 
public interests and needs.

More and more, residents expect park districts to provide natural 
areas by preserving existing lands or completing habitat restoration. 
For example, the Deerfield Park District completed its first open space 
park, Briarwood Nature Area (2008), as a response to resident 
desires to avoid the longer distances to existing Forest Preserve lands. 
Both the Nature Area and subsequent Woodland Park (2010) feature 
sustainable design features, including permeable parking lots, native 
plantings and rain gardens. 

 There are a number of reasons for considering green 
infrastructure and native landscaping at park district sites, and one of 
them is potential operation and maintenance cost savings. In most 
situations, there are start-up costs for establishing a healthy green 
infrastructure or native landscaping area. Initial costs include soil 
preparation, seeding and/or plugging plants, nurturing plants while 
they get established and weeding to keep out invasive plants. Over 
time, maintenance costs are greatly reduced, as the healthy native 
landscape needs little watering or mowing. A number of analyses 
have shown that over a 10- or 20-year time period, the costs for 
establishing and maintaining native landscapes are significantly less 
than planting, mowing and maintaining turf grass. 

Many parks with recreational facilities such as soccer fields and 
baseball fields have peripheral land that may not be in active use. 
These underutilized spaces may be good locations for green 
infrastructure. One example of this is Veterans Memorial Park in 
South Holland, Illinois. Veterans Park is a beautiful 21-acre park 
located along the south bank of the Little Calumet River. It is the 
oldest and most active park in the community. Key features of the 
park are ball fields and space for community events. Beginning in 
2006, the community added a wetland basin with native plants to 
the park. The wetland basin serves as a storage and filtration system 
for stormwater runoff from the park and nearby areas. In addition to 
providing stormwater benefits, the wetland area is a new park 
feature. Park-goers can view the wetland plants and wildlife such as 
birds, butterflies and frogs. The natural area is an attractive 
complement to other more manicured areas of the park. 

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE CAN BRING NEW PARTNERS. An 
evolution in federal stormwater permitting and enforcement may yield 
new partners for park districts. In the past two years, green 
stormwater infrastructure solutions have received added emphasis in 
US EPA settlements and permits with communities. As green 
infrastructure becomes more commonplace in stormwater permits 
and enforcement, there will be an increase in opportunities for project 
collaboration with other government agencies, including park 
districts. In Northeastern Illinois, the Metropolitan Water Reclamation 
District, as part of its program to reduce the combined sewer 
overflow events, will be investing $25 to $50 million for green 
infrastructure projects. As park districts consider partnerships with 
sewer districts and public works departments to implement green 
infrastructure, there may be interest in identifying sites for large-scale 
rain gardens or other spaces for detention and/or infiltration of 
stormwater. Given the scarcity of resources available for both park 
and stormwater facility development, it makes sense to collaborate on 
projects that involve decentralized green infrastructure. Streamlining 
and collaborating on government functions to reduce duplication and 
costs of services are goals well-received by the public. 

The public, especially residents who can view park areas from their 
windows, are key partners in the project as well. Outreach with 
residents is needed, both early and often. Changes in mowing 
schedules or plantings can be flash points for controversy if not 
properly advertised. Communication is critical to emphasize to 
residents that shifting from grass to native plantings helps park 
budgets, stormwater management and the environment. In Glenview, 
new partners also include local volunteers who have been actively 
involved in replanting detention basins with native plants.

“More and more, residents expect park districts to provide natural areas 
by preserving existing lands or completing habitat restoration.” 

Rain Garden, South Park, Inverness, IL
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE “SEED MONEY” IS AVAILABLE – PLAN 
AHEAD. Creating a green infrastructure plan for the park district or 
municipality is a great starting point in the search for funding 
sources. A clearly identified list of potential projects and partners aids 
in matching proposals to the appropriate grant opportunity. Given the 
competitive nature of grants, the addition of a green stormwater 
infrastructure component may be the edge needed to separate a 
project from the many other competing proposals. Municipal case 
studies about green infrastructure are available on the US EPA 
website: http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/home.cfm?program_id=298

Grant opportunities exist at all levels of government, and technical 
assistance may be available from local watershed organizations. Key 
search terms in a grant announcement may include, “stormwater 
runoff reduction” or “best management practices”. Creativity is useful 
in identifying local opportunities that may not be traditional park 
funding sources. For example, areas covered by a “stormwater utility” 
may pay a stormwater utility fee – and the revenue generated is used 
to implement stormwater runoff control projects. Many Illinois state 
agencies have programs that fund green stormwater infrastructure 
projects:

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER:

Central Park Wetlands.

 The Village of Park Forest successfully 
illustrates how a series of small park infrastructure decisions in the 
Central Park Wetlands have led to positive changes for the entire 
community.

 When developed as a planned community in 
the Chicago south suburbs, the open space areas designated as 
“parks” were also the “bottoms” - the lowest lying grounds that 
provided drainage for the entire community. Many parks dedicated by 
builders face this same issue, which means that stormwater 
management is critical as the community develops over time. Not to 
be dissuaded from developing a modern park system, Park Forest 
used drain tiles in the 1960's as an engineering solution to combat 
the wetland soils that retained water on the Central Park site. As 
explained by John Joyce, Director of Recreation & Parks:

Central Park was mowed for years and years, and it was 
always difficult. In the past, we were unable to mow for 
several days after a rain in many locations. In time, the 
maintenance costs for mowing the 45-acre wetland 
portion of the site were simply too high.

Given the soil conditions, there was an interest in letting 
part of the site become a natural area. Eventually the 
Village decided to mow the field fewer times and start 
planting woody plants. Many project partners contributed 
to the evolution of this project. A small grant from the 
South Suburban Mayors and Managers Association 
allowed for the study to evaluate the options for 
restoration.

In the mid-1980s, it was decided to let the site go back to native 
plantings and wetlands. After disconnecting the drain tile, the large 
park site began to function as a wetland. After restoring the natural 
hydrology, the vegetated swales are performing well since the water 
can flow through the site. A boardwalk and viewing station allow 
residents the opportunity to experience the site in its restored 
condition. Funded partially by two separate IDNR C-2000 grants, 
this project has become a jewel of the south suburbs for wetlands 
restoration, management and public education 
(www.backtowetlands.com). 

    
                 • The Section 319 Nonpoint Source Grant Program funds 
                  green infrastructure stormwater management practices, 
                  including green roofs, permeable pavers, bioswales and 
                  wetland restoration. Applicants must show the nonpoint 
                  source pollution control benefits.
                 • http://www.epa.state.il.us/water/watershed/nonpoint-
                  source.html
                 • Illinois Green Infrastructure Grant Program: The FY12 
                  program awards have yet to be announced. Program 
                  funding levels for FY13 have not been determined.   
    
      

                 • Conservation cost share programs may fund green 
                  infrastructure in the more urbanized counties. 
                 • The SWCD can provide free technical assistance to the 
                  park district for conservation planning for the property. 
                  Contact your local SWCD office to find out more. 
                 • http://www.agr.state.il.us/Environment/LandWater/
                  swcddirectory.pdf
                 • The SWCD can also connect park districts to the local 
                  watershed planning efforts.    
   
    
                 • Disaster mitigation funds are useful since a single project 
                  might simultaneously address flooding and water quality 
                  issues. DCEO continues to fund stormwater management 
                  projects through the Hurricane Ike Disaster Recovery 
                  Program.
                 • http://www.ildceo.net/dceo/Bureaus/Community_
                  Development/CDBG+Disaster+Recovery+Programs/
                  ike.htm

 
                 • Transportation enhancement (TE) funds may include 
                  stormwater management strategies that feature green 
                  stormwater infrastructure. Biking and walking 
                  improvements, especially multiuse paths, are common 
                  projects that could include a green stormwater 
                  infrastructure component.
                 • http://www.dot.il.gov/opp/itep.html

    • Illinois Environmental Protection Agency

   • Soil & Water Conservation Districts and the Illinois  
          Department of Agriculture

      • Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity

         • Illinois Department of Transportation 

Wetland Basin, Veterans Park, South Holland, IL
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Native Restoration as a Gateway to 
Sustainability. The Central Park Wetlands 
project was one of the first projects that led to 
a broader sustainability movement within the 
Village. Rob Gunther, Parks and Recreation 
Superintendent, describes the larger impact on 
the community:

Since it was originally a wetland, the 
project was largely a restoration project. 
It generated a lot of understanding of 
how the park district could complete 
future projects. The neighbors were 
supportive, and it led to all sorts of 
different expansion projects. The first 
project was so big and so visible that it 
attracted much attention.

An adjacent bathhouse and environmental 
education center received an Open Space 
Lands Acquisition and Development (OSLAD) 
grant from the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources. This rehabbed facility now 
complements the Central Park Wetland area by 
offering additional park programs. The indoor 
environmental center space is now the site for 
Enrichment Camps that allow elementary-age 
children to interact with the restored wetlands. 
Indoor space also allows for a longer season of 
activities, which includes building bat houses 
and learning about the life cycle of the 
dragonfly. During the last re-roofing of the 
11,000 square foot bathhouse, designs 
included access to a demonstration green roof 
that also includes solar panels. 

Increasing environmental awareness in Park 
Forest has inspired a broader sustainability 
movement. Most recently, the Village is 
working on a Sustainability Plan that embraces 
all aspects of the community, especially park 
and open space. Since the Parks and 
Recreation Department is integrated into the 
municipal government, many Sustainability 
Plan elements connect to ongoing park and 
recreation activities. Collaboration with other 
departments and local organizations is now 
commonplace and allows for enhanced project 
outcomes, such as green infrastructure. This 
Sustainability Plan is facilitated by the Chicago 
Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP) as a 
local technical assistance program funded by 
the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD). By starting with small 
steps to better manage park lands, the Parks 
and Recreation Department has brought in 
new funding sources and established 
collaborative partnerships. The Village of Park 
Forest now finds itself creating positive 
environmental change for the entire community 
– from the green rooftops to the park 
”bottoms”. 

Bioswales in Parking Area, North Park, Lincolnshire, IL

Rain garden installation, Aqua Center, Park Forest, IL
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It's Only NaturalBy Pam Otto, St. Charles Park District

Take a tour of St. Charles Park District sites 
and you'll quickly see just how much 
emphasis the district places on the 
preservation of its local environment. More 
than a third of the district's 1,500+ acres 
of open space are maintained as natural 
areas and two sites, Norris Woods and 
Ferson Creek Fen, have been designated 
Illinois State Nature Preserves for their 
unique and rare plant communities.

 IN ST. CHARLES…  

Going 
Green
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So when it came time for the district to add a new facility in the form 
of a 10,500-square-foot environmental education center, it was only 
natural that the building be designed in a manner that was both 
ecologically sensitive and environmentally sustainable.

Starting with input from a 20-person ad-hoc advisory committee, 
architects from Williams Architects Ltd. set about designing a 
building that would encompass a broad set of ideals: office and 
classroom space for the district's Naturalist Department; exhibit 
space for natural history displays; and rental space for parties and 
special events, all within a structure that meets Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design (LEED) criteria.

Constructed using $4 million in funds from the district's 2008 
referendum, the Hickory Knolls 
Discovery Center now stands as an 
example to the community of how 
“green” principles can be put to use 
on a daily basis. 

Visitors to the center can receive a 
personalized green features tour, 
conducted by building staff, or self-
educate by reading the Green 
Features plaques displayed 
throughout the building. These 
plaques, each bearing a likeness of 
the center's hickory leaf logo, call attention to features that visitors 
may wish to incorporate in their own homes. Some, like the low-flow 
toilets and motion-activated faucets, represent the latest in resource-
conserving fixture design. Others, like operable windows, exemplify 
how old-fashioned practicality can be used to reduce energy usage 
and save on cooling costs.

Yet the most cutting-edge element of Hickory Knolls' award-winning 
design cannot be seen at all: the building's geothermal heating and 
cooling system. Consisting of wells sunk deep into the ground, plus a 
liquid heat exchanger medium, heat pumps and a series of blowers, 
the system uses the earth's constant ambient temperature to heat 

and cool the building's entire main floor. Because it uses up to 50% 
less energy than conventional climate control units, Hickory Knolls' 
geothermal system has meant lower utility bills — a nice benefit for 
the district — as well as reduced greenhouse gas emissions — a 
great benefit for the planet. 

While Hickory Knolls was designed as an education center, its 
ultimate mission is not to keep visitors inside viewing displays, but 
rather to get them outside to experience nature in all its glory. And it 
is there that people can view a number of green features that actually 
are, well, green. The grounds surrounding Hickory Knolls have been 
planted with a variety of plants native to St. Charles and Kane 
County. Because they are adapted to the northern Illinois climate, 
they require no fertilizers to keep growing. As an added bonus, the 

native plants — each labeled with 
common and scientific names — 
serve as a sort of “field guide” to 
the flora growing in the adjoining 
natural area. 

Another plant native to Illinois but 
not Kane County serves as the 
Hickory Knolls lawn. Buffalo grass, 
Buchloë dactyloides, puts down 
roots three to four times as deep as 
conventional turf grass species, so it 
can draw moisture from the soil 

instead of being watered. Also, as a warm-season grass, it thrives in 
the heat of summer — a time when most lawns start to turn brown 
or require lots of watering to stay green.

Other exterior green features include permeable pavers on the Hickory 
Knolls patio; a flat roof planted with sedum and other water-
absorbing plants above the front entry; two large rain gardens; and a 
unique rainwater harvest system. Designed by Aquascape Inc., a 
local water-garden design firm, the system captures rainwater from 
the building's roof and transfers it to an underground storage 
chamber. The water is then piped to an above-ground recirculating 
water feature. The small pond's constant babble provides relaxing 
sound while also serving as a year-round water source for birds and 
other wildlife. 
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Just down from the water feature, at the building's southeast corner, awnings appear to 
jut from the façade. But closer examination shows that these projections actually are 
photovoltaic solar panels. Added shortly after the facility opened, and paid for in part 
by an Illinois Clean Energy grant, the array produces between 150kWh (winter) and 
300kWh (summer) of electricity per month and puts a dent in the facility's operating 
costs. The tab for electricity, water and sewer charges runs about $900 per month; 
natural gas usage is negligible (a clothes dryer is the only gas appliance at this time) 
and thanks to some credits accrued during construction, the district has yet to receive 
a gas bill.

For its innovative and energy-efficient design, Hickory Knolls last summer received the 
2012 Sustainable Development Award from The Conservation Foundation, a Naperville 
land and watershed protection organization. Most recently, the Illinois Park and 
Recreation Association honored Hickory Knolls with an Outstanding Parks and Facility 
Award in its multi-use category for serving as a model for sustainable building design 
and as an example of conservation and preservation of natural resources. Last fall, the 
facility and its adjoining natural area were awarded StarPark status by the One Star at 
a Time program, a worldwide effort initiated by Astronomers Without Borders to create 
accessible public spaces for night sky viewing.

Even better, local residents are discovering this hidden jewel in the St. Charles Park 
District's crown. Although the facility is tucked away in a corner of the James O. Breen 
Community Park, and its night sky-friendly lighting does little to attract attention, more 
than 7,000 drop-in visitors have walked through the doors since Hickory Knolls' grand 
opening in April 2011. Another 1,000+ people have come for meetings, parties and 
other special events while hundreds of area children have celebrated at Nature 
Birthday Parties hosted by the naturalist staff. An additional 5,700 local students have 
attended nature-based school programs held at Hickory Knolls as well as natural areas 
throughout the district.

As Hickory Knolls' fame continues to spread, throughout the district and beyond, the 
naturalist staff is hopeful that the building's demonstrated efficiencies will inspire 
visitors to adopt more green practices in their daily lives. Wanting to make a difference 
in the world is, after all, a human trait that's … only natural.

Green Challenges

A learning curve is integral in any new venture, 
and the green features at Hickory Knolls are no 
exception. Here are a few points to consider if 
you're thinking of going green in a new or 
existing facility:

• Hand dryers cut down on the use of paper 
towels—but they don't eliminate the need for 
them. Countless parents have come to the 
front desk asking for a paper towel to wipe up 
spills, which inevitably happen when children 
and water mix. We have cloth towels and 
mops on hand, but sometimes a paper towel is 
best.

• Automatic flush valves on toilets need 
calibration, and sometimes recalibration, to 
work properly and truly save water.

• Water-conserving faucet aerators create a 
fine spray that often travels beyond the sink 
and onto countertops and mirrors.

• During snow season, permeable pavers 
needs to be plowed differently than concrete or 
asphalt.

• Operable windows are great for letting in the 
fresh air, but also create an obligation to make 
sure they're shut at night. Not a big deal, but 
one more thing to put on the list of closing 
tasks.

“...the naturalist staff is hopeful that the building's 
demonstrated efficiencies will inspire visitors to 
adopt more green practices in their daily lives.”

For a complete list of the green features incorporated in the Hickory Knolls Discovery Center, 
visit the Webxtra Online. 



Web Xtra

Read the Full Story Online
From the IAPD Web Site (www.ILparks.org) …

From the left colum, select Publications/IP&R Magazine/WebXtras.

Creating a Community Earth Day Festival 
By Julie Vogl, Carol Stream Park District

With no budget, and at the busiest time of year, Carol Stream Park District managed to 
increase its annual Earth Day event attendance from about 75 to over 500 people. How? By 
collaborating with local groups and businesses already interested in green issues. Some had 
their own Earth Day activities planned already. Others were local groups or businesses looking 
to increase awareness. By working together to make one big community event, the individual 
entities got much more exposure than going it alone. And visitors got to participate in a fun, 
free, multi-faceted event.

The free festival gave visitors a chance to get hands-on with interactive displays and 
workshops, including a worm farm, solar energy displays and recycled kids crafts. Nearly 400 
reusable tote bags and more than 200 free eco-friendly CFL light bulbs were given away. 
Visitors could also help clean up the park or build their own rain barrel using recycled pickle 
barrels.

For the first time, the festival also featured a local farmers' market. Products sold included 
Illinois cheese, free-range eggs, Illinois farm meats, wooden toys, organic tomato salsas and 
sauces, and local honey, beeswax candles and skin care products.

Event Scorecard:
Revenue: Sponsorships & vendor 
booths = $750

Expenses: 
Supplies & signage = $432

Duration:  
2 hours set up; 4 hour event; 
1 hour tear down

Staff hours on event day: 
36 (salaried staff)

Attendance: 500

Attendee Rating:  4.4 out of 5
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Employee Boasts Longest 
Career in Illinois' Parks 
and Recreation History

When Carol Swanson Glemza retired 
last year after 69 years of service with 
the St. Charles Park District, she not 
only had the longest tenure of any 
employee in the St. Charles Park 
District, but also in the entire state of 
Illinois' parks and recreation history.

Glemza began working for the St. Charles Park District in August of 
1942. Over the years, Glemza served the park district in many 
capacities. Initially, she began by working summers as a cashier and 
manager at the pool. She then went on to accounting. In the mid-
60s, after the first director was hired, she became full-time and 
worked as the business manager for many years. Next, she became 
administrative assistant to the director and to the board.

NEDSRA Announces 
Balling's Retirement

After 34 years of service to the Northeast 
DuPage Special Recreation Association 
and people with disabilities, Susan 
Balling is retiring.  Susan began her 
career in therapeutic recreation as a 
Recreation Specialist with NEDSRA in 
1977.  She has since served in a variety 
of positions including Program Supervisor, 
Superintendent of Recreation, Director of 
Marketing and Development, and most 
recently, Assistant to the Director.  

Susan has provided leadership within her profession in various 
capacities including Chairman and Board Member of PDRMA, IPRA 
Board Member, ITRS Section Director, ITRS Board Member, SRANI 
Secretary. She also chaired numerous other committees.  

Steve Paczolt

Longtime La Grange Park District 
volunteer Steve Paczolt passed away Feb. 
18 at the age of 59. Steve served the 
Park District for the past 20 years, 12 
years as Commissioner and the past eight 
years as Treasurer. During this time, Steve 
served on numerous committees and as 
board president and was active with 
IAPD. Steve was deeply and generously committed to his 
community. In addition to serving the park district, he was also a 
member of the La Grange Business Association and the West 
Suburban Chamber of Commerce. 

Daniel Gratzl 

Daniel (Dan) Gratzl, former Commissioner 
for the Wood Dale Park District, recently 
passed away after battling cancer. Dan 
served as Commissioner for 18 years and 
played an instrumental role in helping the 
Wood Dale Park District construct a new 
recreation complex, expand the Salt Creek 
Golf Course Clubhouse, negotiate a 
public-private agreement between the 
park district and TopGolf USA, create 

intergovernmental agreements and assist with numerous capital 
projects during his tenure as a Board 
Member. 

Palatine Park District 
Executive Director Retiring 

Ron Gbur, who retired March 1, began 
his full-time Palatine Park District 
Career in 1981 as the Sports/Aquatic 
Coordinator. Since then he has held the 
position of Facility/Aquatic Coordinator, 
Golf Course Manager, Superintendent of 
Revenue Facilities, Superintendent of 
Recreation, and Deputy Director. He has 
been the Executive Director since 2002. 

During Ron's tenure as Executive 
Director, he launched the Palatine Park District's newest facility, 
Falcon Park Recreation Center, a 49,000-square-foot facility that won 
the 2010 Outstanding Facility of the Year Award at the IAPD/IPRA 
annual conference. Some other accomplishments include the 
renovation of the Community Center Fitness Center, the remodeling of 
Birchwood Pool, the installation of a skate park in Community Park 
and the Disc Golf Course at Margreth Riemer Reservoir. 
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In Memoriam:

Flagg-Rochelle Park District Announces New Executive Director

Eric Christensen, CPRP, was named Executive Director of the Flagg-Rochelle Park District following a director 
search conducted by IAPD. He began his new position with the park district on March 12. Eric previously 
served as the Director of Parks and Recreation for the City of Hastings, Nebraska for nearly seven years. He has 
an extensive background with the Illinois park and recreation system as Director of Parks and Recreation for the 
Village of Lake Zurich; Director of Parks and Recreation for the City of Palos Hills; Assistant Superintendent of 
Recreation for the Lombard Park District; Recreation Coordinator for the Wheeling Park District; and Recreation 
Supervisor for the Rolling Meadows Park District.
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AMERICAN RED CROSS
Theresa Rees
2200 West Harrison
Chicago, IL 60612
312-729-6174 PH
reesth@usa.redcross.org
www.redcross.org

AQUA PURE ENTERPRISES
Thomas Todner
1404 Joliet Rd., Suite A
Romeoville, IL 60406-9999
630-771-1310 PH
630-771-1301 FX
tom@aquapure-il.com 
www.aquapure-IL.com 

HALOGEN SUPPLY 
COMPANY, INC.
Rich Hellgeth
4653 W. Lawrence Ave.
Chicago, IL 60630-2532
773-286-6300 PH
773-286-1024 FX
rhellgeth@halogensupply.com 
www.halogensupply.com 

PLATINUM POOLCARE 
AQUATECH LTD.
John Gitzinger
300 E. Industrial Lane
Wheeling, IL 60090
847-537-2525 PH
847-537-3857 FX
johng@platinumpoolcare.com 
www.platinumpoolcare.com 

SPEAR CORPORATION
Sam Blake
PO Box 3
Roachdale, IN 46172
800-642-6640 PH
765-522-1702 FX
sblake@spearcorp.com
www.spearcorp.com

COWHEY MANHARD
A Manhard Consulting Division
Hubert J. Loftus
700 Springer Drive
Lombard, IL 60148
630-925-1125 PH
630-691-8585 FX
hloftus@manhard.com
www.manhard.com

DEWBERRY
Daniel Atilano
25 S. Grove Ave., Ste. 500
Elgin, IL 60120
847-841-0571 PH
847-695-6579 FX
datilano@dewberry.com 
www.dewberry.com 

ERIKSSON ENGINEERING 
ASSOCIATES
Michael Renner
145 Commerce Drive, Suite A
Grayslake, IL 60030
847-223-4804 PH
847-223-4864 FX
mrenner@eea-ltd.com
www.eea-ltd.com 

ESI CONSULTANTS, LTD. 
Joseph Chiczewski
1979 N. Mill Street, Suite 100
Naperville, IL 60563
630-420-1700 PH
630-420-1733 FX
jchiczewski@esiltd.com 
www.esiltd.com

AQUATICS

ARCHITECTS/
ENGINEERS

FARNSWORTH GROUP, INC.
Christine Kleine
7707 N. Knoxville Ave., Suite 100
Peoria, IL 61614
309-689-9888 PH
309-689-9820 FX
ckleine@f-w.com 
www.f-w.com 

FGM ARCHITECTS
John Dzarnowski
1211 W. 22nd St.
Oak Brook, IL 60523
630-574-8300 PH
630-574-9292 FX
johnd@fgmarchitects.com 
www.fgmarchitects.com 

GEWALT-HAMILTON 
ASSOC., INC.
Robert Hamilton
850 Forest Edge Dr.
Vernon Hills, IL 60061-3105
847-478-9700 PH
847-478-9701 FX
info@gha-engineers.com 
www.gha-engineers.com 

RATIO ARCHITECTS
Brian DeMuynck
10 E. Chester St.
Champaign, IL 61820
217-352-7696 PH
217-352-7831 FX
bdemuynck@ratioarchitects.com
www.ratioarchitects.com

STANTEC (FORMERLY 
BONESTROO)
John Briggs
1860 Winchester Rd.
Libertyville, IL 60048-9999
847-816-1631 PH
847-816-3762 FX
john.briggs@bonestroo.com 
www.bonestroo.com 

WILLIAMS ARCHITECTS, LTD.
450 E. Gundersen Dr.
Carol Stream, IL 60188-9999
630-221-1212 PH
630-221-1220 FX
williams@williams-architects.com
www.williams-architects.com

W-T ENGINEERING, INC.
Troy Triphahn
2675 Pratum Ave.
Hoffman Estates, IL 60192-3703
224-293-6333 PH
224-293-6444 FX
troytriphahn@cdg-llc.com 
www.wtengineering.com

ANCEL, GLINK, DIAMOND, 
BUSH, DICIANNI & 
KRAFTHEFER, P.C.
Robert Bush
140 South Dearborn Street
Chicago, IL 60603
312-782-7606 PH
312-782-0943 FX
rbush@ancelglink.com 
www.ancelglink.com 

BROOKS, TARULIS, SCHAFFER 
& TIBBLE, LLC
Rick Tarulis
101 N. Washington Street
Naperville, IL 60540
630-355-2101 PH
630-355-7843 FX
rtarulis@napervillelaw.com 
http://www.napervillelaw.com

ATTORNEYS

CHAPMAN AND CUTLER
Lynda Given
111 W. Monroe St.
Chicago, IL 60603-4080
312-845-3814 PH
312-576-1814 FX
given@chapman.com 
www.chapman.com 

FRANCZEK RADELET P.C.
Chris Johlie
300 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 3400
Chicago, IL 60606
312-786-6152 PH
312-986-9192 FX
caj@franczek.com
www.franczek.com

HINSHAW & CULBERTSON LLP
Gina Madden
14 West Cass St., Third Floor
Joliet, IL 60432
815-726-5910 PH
815-726-0353 FX
gmadden@hinshawlaw.com
www.hinshawlaw.com 

HODGES, LOIZZI, 
EISENHAMMER, RODICK & 
KOHN LLC
Robert Kohn
3030 W. Salt Creek Ln., Ste. 202
Arlington Heights, IL 60005-5002
847-670-9000 PH
847-670-7334 FX
info@hlerk.com
www.hlerk.com

ICE MILLER LLP
Bob Schillerstrom
200 W. Madison St., Suite 3500
Chicago, IL 60606
312-726-7142 PH
312-726-2693 FX
Robert.schillerstrom@icemiller.com 
www.icemiller.com 

LAVELLE LAW, LTD.
Kerry Lavelle
501 W. Colfax
Palatine, IL 60067
847-705-7555 PH
847-705-9960 FX
klavelle@lavellelaw.com 
www.lavellelaw.com 

OTTOSEN BRITZ KELLY COOPER 
& GILBERT, LTD.
Shawn Flaherty
1804 N. Naper Blvd., Suite 350
Naperville, IL 60563
630-682-0085 PH
630-682-0788 FX
sflaherty@obkcg.com 
www.obkcg.com 

SPIROFF & GOSSELAR, LTD.
Barbara J. Gosselar
610 Roosevelt Road, Suite A-2
Wheaton, IL 60187
630-510-6000 PH
630-510-6005 FX
barbara@thesglawfirm.com 
www.thesglawfirm.com 

TRESSLER LLP
Charlene Holtz
Willis Tower, 22nd Floor
Chicago, IL 60606
312-627-4168 PH
312-627-1717 FX
choltz@tresslerllp.com 
www.tsmp.com 

PERSONALIZED AWARDS, INC.
Wendy Eastman
6020 W. Donges Bay Road
Mequon, WI 53092
262-242-8900 PH
262-242-8925 FX
info@LifeShouldBeRewarding.com
www.lifeshouldberewarding.com

CORPORATE CONSTRUCTION 
SERVICES
Kelly Groth
1323 Butterfield Rd., Suite 110
Downers Grove, IL 60515
630-271-0500 PH
630-271-0505 FX
ccs@corporateconstruction
services.com
www.corporateconstruction
services.com

E. COONEY ASSOCIATES, INC.
Ed Cooney PhD., P.E.
359 Webster Ave.
Elmhurst, IL 60126
630-834-0754 PH
630-834-1528 FX
ed@ecooney.com 
www.ecooney.com 

GILBANE
Douglas Lim
8550 W. Bryn Mawr Ave.,
Ste. 500
Chicago, IL 60631
773-695-3500 PH
773-695-3501 FX
dlim@gilbaneco.com 
www.gilbaneco.com 

HENRY BROS CO.
Marc Deneau

th
9821 S. 78  Ave.
Hickory Hills, IL 60457
708-430-5400 PH
708-430-8262 FX
info@henrybros.com 
www.henrybros.com 

LAMP INCORPORATED
Ian Lamp
PO Box 865
Elgin, IL 60121-0865
847-741-7220 PH
847-741-9677 FX
ilamp@lampinc.com
www.lampinc.com 

LEOPARDO COMPANIES, INC.
Michael Behm or Emily Portugal
5200 Prairie Stone Parkway
Hoffman Estates, IL 60192
847-783-3000 PH
847-783-3001 FX
MWBehm@leopardo.com 
www.leopardo.com 

NORWALK CONCRETE 
INDUSTRIES
Jeff Malcolm
80 Commerce Drive
Norwalk, OH 44857
800-733-3624 PH
419-663-0627 FX
jmalcolm@nciprecast.com
www.nciprecast.com

PAVELOC INDUSTRIES LLC
Dave Kiel
8302 South Route 23
Marengo, IL 60152
815-568-4700 PH
815-568-1210 FX
davel.kiel@unilock.com 
www.paveloc.com 

AWARDS

CONSTRUCTION 
MANAGEMENT

THE GEORGE SOLLITT 
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
David Binkley
790 North Central Avenue
Wood Dale, IL 60191
630-860-7333 PH
630-860-7347 FX
dbinkley@sollitt.com
www.sollitt.com

V3 COMPANIES
Ed Fitch
7325 Janes Ave.
Woodridge, IL 60517
630-729-6329 PH
630-724-9202 FX
efitch@v3co.com 
www.v3co.com 

HR GREEN
Dave Reitz
420 N. Front St., Suite 100
McHenry, IL 60050
815-385-1778 PH
815-385-1781 FX
dreitz@hrgreen.com 
www.hrgreen.com 

SUMMERLAND CONSULTING LLC
Michael Buehner
30320 Glenham Ct.
Wesley Chapel, FL 33543
877-348-5338 PH
813-991-6552 FX
mbuehner@summerland
consulting.net 
www.summerlandconsulting.net 

ALL PAWS PET WASH
Heather Steines
8642 Route 20
PO Box 98
Garden Prairie, IL 61038
800-537-8231 PH
815-544-4353 FX
ccsi@ccsiusa.com 
www.allpawspetwash.com 

POO FREE PARKS
Bill Airy
1127 Auraria Parkway
Suite 8
Denver, CO 80204
303-295-2928 PH
888-458-9316 FX
bill@poofreeparks.com 
www.PooFreeParks.com 

GEORGE WILLIAMS COLLEGE OF 
AURORA UNIVERSITY
Kailley Harmon
350 Constance Blvd.
Williams Bay, WI 53128
262-245-8586 PH
262-245-8505 FX
kharmon@aurora.edu
www.aurora.edu/gwc 

SELECT ENERGY PARTNERS
Jeff Olshesky
444 N. Wells Street
Suite 205
Chicago, IL 60654
773-278-6906 PH
888-358-2407 FX
jo@selectenergypartners.com 
www.selectenergypartners.com 

CONSULTANTS

DOG PARKS

EDUCATION

ENERGY 
MANAGEMENT

An        represents a donation to Friends of Illinois Parks

f

f

f

f

f
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SEVEN UTILITY MANAGEMENT 
CONSULTANTS
Dale Snyder
7704 Oakridge Rd.
North Little Rock, AR 72116
501-835-3142 PH
866-546-8561 FX
dsnyder@sevenutility.com 
www.sevenutility.com 

A-AWESOME AMUSEMENTS 
COMPANY
Chris Manski
PO Box 377
Saint Charles, IL 60174
630-953-2866 PH
630-916-1317 FX
info@awesomeamusements.com 
http://AwesomeAmusements.com 

A MOON JUMP 4-U
Steve Rhey
5109 W. Lake St.
Melrose Park, IL 60160
630-833-4386 PH
amoonjump4u@gmail.com 
www.amoonjump4u.com/index.php 

BLAZING STAR CINEMA/MOVIES 
IN THE PARK
Christopher dePaola
24325 Blazing Star Court
Plainfield, IL 60585
630-803-4963 PH
815-327-0726 FX
chris@chicagolandoutdoor
movies.com 
www.ChicagolandOutdoor
Movies.com 

RON & SANDIE SHOW
Ron Camron
723 Shoreline Circle
Schaumburg, IL 60194
630-237-4278 PH
Rons2g@aol.com
http://roncamron.com 

SAFARI LAND
Giovanna D'Alessandro/Carole 
Holland
701 W. North Ave.
Villa Park, IL 60181
630-530-4649 PH
630-530-7539 FX
giod1@comcast.net
www.safariland.com 

2ND WIND EXERCISE 
EQUIPMENT
Liz White
7585 Equitable Drive
Eden Prairie, MN 55344
952-544-5249 PH
952-544-5053 FX
ewhite@2ndwindexercise.com
www.2ndwindexercise.com

PROFESSIONAL FITNESS 
CONCEPTS, INC.
Brian Fonseca
521 Vera Court
Joliet, IL 60436
815-741-5328 PH
815-741-5352 FX
brian@pfc-fitness.com 
www.pfcfitnessequipment.com 

ENTERTAINMENT

EXERCISE 
EQUIPMENT

FINANCE

FLOORING

CHASE BANK
Sudeepa Chakrabarti
100 E. Higgins Rd. FL 2N
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
847-228-2713 PH
866-779-0192 FX
sudeepa.x.chakrabarti@chase.com 
www.chase.com 

EHLERS & ASSOCIATES INC.
Steve Larson
550 Warrenville Rd. Suite 220
Lisle, IL 60532-4311
630-271-3330 PH
630-271-3369 FX
slarson@ehlers-inc.com 
www.ehlers-inc.com 

LAUTERBACH & AMEN, LLP
Ron Amen
27W457 Warrenville Rd.
Warrenville, IL 60555
630-393-1483 PH
630-393-2516 FX
ramen@lauterbachamen.com 
www.lauterbachamen.com 

MESIROW FINANCIAL, INC.
William Carney
353 N. Clark St.
Chicago, IL 60654
312-595-6125 PH
312-595-6988 FX
bcarney@mesirowfinancial.com 
www.mesirowfinancial.com 

ROBERT W. BAIRD
John Piemonte
300 East 5th Avenue
Naperville, IL 60523
630-778-2633 PH
630-778-9179 FX
jpiemonte@rwbaird.com 
www.rwbaird.com

SIKICH LLP
Fred Lantz
1415 W. Diehl Rd., Suite 400
Naperville, IL 60563
630-566-8400 PH
630-566-8401 FX
flantz@sikich.com
www.sikich.com 

SPEER FINANCIAL, INC.
David Phillips
One North LaSalle, Suite 4100
Chicago, IL 60602
312-780-2280 PH
312-346-8833 FX
dphillips@speerfinancial.com 
www.speerfinancial.com 

CONNOR SPORTS FLOORING
John Suvada
545 E. Algonquin Road
Suite L
Arlington Heights, IL 60005
847-363-1403 PH
801-924-3754 FX
jsuvada@connorfloor.com
www.connorfloor.com 

FLOORS INCORPORATED
Steve Fantuzzi or Dave Byrnes
1341 Cobblestone Way
Woodstock, IL 60098
815-338-6566 PH
815-338-6679 FX
SFantuzzi@floorsinc-illinois.com
DByrnes@floorsinc-illinois.com
www.floorsinc-illinois.com 

SPORT COURT MIDWEST
Patrick Walker
1070 Entry Dr.
Bensenville, IL 60106
630-350-8652 PH
630-350-8657 FX
info@courtofsport.com 
www.courtofsport.com 

OAK LAWN PARKS FOUNDATION
c/o J. Quinn Mucker Ltd.
5210 W. 95th St., Ste. 200
Oak Lawn, IL 60453
708-425-1800 PH
708-425-2007 FX

PALATINE OIL COMPANY
Keith Copersmet
900 National Parkway
Suite 260
Schaumburg, IL 60173
847-358-3600 PH
847-358-5904 FX
info@palatineoil.com 
www.palatineoil.com 

JOHN DEERE COMPANY
Mark Allgaier
262 Hawthorne
Glen Ellyn, IL 60137
630-258-0384 PH
630-469-7358 FX
allgaiermarkc@johndeere.com
www.johndeere.com 

POWER EQUIPMENT 
LEASING CO.
Steve Schroeder
605 Anderson Drive
Romeoville, IL 60446-1687
815-886-1776 PH
815-886-1161 FX
steve@powerequipment
leasing.com
www.powerequipmentleasing.com

ILLINOIS PARKS ASSOCIATION 
RISK SERVICES (IPARKS)
Eddie Wood
2000 W. Pioneer Parkway
Suite 25
Peoria, IL 61615
800-692-9522 PH
309-692-9602 FX
ewood@bfgroup.com 
www.bfgroup.com 

ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF 
CENTRAL MANAGEMENT 
SERVICES
Diann Reed
201 E. Madison, Suite 3B
Springfield, IL 62702
217-524-1227 PH
217-524-7541 FX
diann.reed@illinois.gov 

PARK DISTRICT RISK 
MANAGEMENT AGENCY 
(PDRMA)
Brett Davis
2033 Burlington Avenue
Lisle, IL 60532
630-769-0332 PH
630-769-0449 FX
bdavis@pdrma.org 
www.pdrma.org 

FOUNDATIONS

FUEL SOLUTIONS

HEAVY EQUIPMENT

INSURANCE

ILLINOIS METROPOLITAN 
INVESTMENT FUND
Laura Allen
1220 Oak Brook Road
Oak Brook, IL 60523
630-571-0480 PH
630-571-0484 FX
lallen@investimet.com 
www.investimet.com 

PFM ASSET MANAGEMENT LLC
Jeffrey K. Schroeder
222 N. LaSalle, Suite 910
Chicago, IL 60601
312-523-2423 PH
312-977-1570 FX
schroederj@pfm.com
www.pfm.com 

PMA FINANCIAL NETWORK, INC. 
Fenil Patel

th
2135 Citygate Ln., 7  Floor
Naperville, IL 60563
630-657-6437 PH
630-718-8710 FX
fpatel@pmanetwork.com
www.pmanetwork.com 

OPENLANDS
Gerald Adelmann
25 E. Washington
Suite 1650
Chicago, IL 60602
312-427-4256 PH
312-427-6251 FX
jadelman@openlands.org 
www.openlands.org 

PIZZO & ASSOCIATES, LTD.
Susan Kuntzendorf
10729 Pine Rd.
Leland, IL 60531
815-495-2300 PH
815-498-4406 FX
info@pizzo.info 
http://pizzo.info/ 

3D DESIGN STUDIO
Dan Dalziel
529 Barron Blvd.
Grayslake, IL 60030
847-223-1891 PH
847-223-1892 FX
ddalziel@3ddesignstudio.com
www.3ddesignstudio.com 

HITCHCOCK DESIGN GROUP
Bill Inman
221 W. Jefferson Ave.
Naperville, IL 60540-5397
630-961-1787 PH
630-961-9925 FX
binman@hitchcock
designgroup.com 
www.hitchcockdesigngroup.com 

JJR, LLC
Paul Wiese
35 E. Wacker Dr., Suite 2200
Chicago, IL 60601
312-641-6756 PH
312-641-0668 FX
paul.wiese@jjr-us.com 
www.jjr-us.com 

SEBERT LANDSCAPING
Kim Riebel
1550 W. Bartlett Rd.
Bartlett, IL 60103
630-497-1000 PH
630-497-1002 FX
kim@sebert.com 
www.sebert.com 

INVESTMENTS

LAND 
PRESERVATION

LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTS

THE LAKOTA GROUP
Scott Freres

rd212 W. Kinzie St., 3  Floor
Chicago, IL 60654
312-467-5445 PH
312-467-5485 FX
sfreres@thelakotagroup.com
www.thelakotagroup.com 

WRD ENVIRONMENTAL
Geoff Deigan
445 N. Sacramento Blvd
Chicago, IL 60612
773-722-9870 PH
773-722-9875 FX
gdeigan@wrdenvironmental.com 
www.wrdenvironmental.com 

ASTROTURF®
Andy Belles
2680 Abutment Rd, SE
Dalton, GA 30721
706-277-8873 PH
706-277-5220 FX
www.astroturfusa.com 

COBALT
Ken Hinze
1111 N. Centerville Rd.
Sturgis, MI 49091
269-651-3681 PH
269-651-3652 FX
khinze@cobaltrubber.com
www.cobaltrubber.com 

DUPONT PROFESSIONAL 
PRODUCTS
Norman Kleber
33460 North Lone Rock Lane
Wildwood, IL 60030
847-693-9348 PH
ndnckleber@aol.com 

GOODMARK NURSERIES LLC
Michael Scheitz
8920 Howe Rd.
Wonder Lake, IL 60097
815-653-9293 PH
815-728-0977 FX
mike.scheitz@goodmark
nurseries.com 
www.goodmarknurseries.com 

HOMER INDUSTRIES, LLC
Todd Hahn
14000 S. Archer Ave.
Lockport, IL 60441
815-838-0863 PH
815-838-0863 FX
todd@homertree.com
www.homerindustries.com 

KENDALL HILL NURSERY
Kathy Sharp
15990 Newark Road
Newark, IL 60541
815-695-9907 PH
815-695-9908 FX
Kathy@kendallhillnursery.com
www.kendallhillnursery.com 

MCGINTY BROS., INC. 
LAWN AND TREE CARE
Brian McGinty
3744 E. Cuba Rd.
Long Grove, IL 60047
847-438-5161 PH
847-438-1883 FX
brian@mcgintybros.com 
www.mcgintybros.com 

LANDSCAPE 
SERVICES/SUPPLIES

f

f

f
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PRO AP PRODUCTS 
by FRICK SERVICES, INC.
Tim Kehoe
700 Heartland Drive, Unit W
Sugar Grove, IL 60554
630-768-7227 PH
timkehoe@pro-ap.com
www.pro-ap.com

TURFACE ATHLETICS
Heather Rohde
750 Lake Cook, Ste. 440
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089
847-215-3454 PH
847-215-0577 FX
hrohde@profileproducts.com
www.profileproducts.com 

FITZGERALD LIGHTING & 
MAINTENANCE CO., INC.
Dave Fitzgerald
1585 Beverly Court, Suite 104
Aurora, IL 60502
630-513-7147 PH
630-513-6872 FX
dave@fitzgeraldlighting.com
www.fitzgeraldlighting.com 

MUSCO SPORTS LIGHTING
Gail Cressley
100 1st Ave. West
Oskaloosa, IA 52577
641-673-0411 PH
641-673-4852 FX
gail.cressley@musco.com 
www.musco.com 

LIGHTING

CUNNINGHAM RECREATION
Bill Patterson
2135 City Gate Ln, Ste. 300
Naperville, IL 60563
800-942-1062 PH
630-554-3750 FX
bill@cunninghamrec.com
www.cunninghamrec.com 

HOWARD L. WHITE & 
ASSOCIATES, INC.
Loren Thorstenson
PO Box 5197
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089
847-870-7745 PH
847-870-7806 FX
loren@howardlwhite.com 
www.howardlwhite.com 

NUTOYS LEISURE PRODUCTS
Jennifer Samanich
915 Hillgrove
PO Box 2121
LaGrange, IL 60525
708-526-6197 PH
708-579-0109 FX
jennifers@nutoys4fun.com
www.nutoys4fun.com 

PLANNING RESOURCES, INC.
Darrell Garrison
402 W. Liberty Dr.
Wheaton, IL 60187-9999
630-668-3788 PH
630-668-4125 FX
dgarrison@planres.com 
www.planres.com 

TEAM REIL INC.
John Cederlund
17421 Marengo Rd.
Union, IL 60180
888-438-7345 PH
815-923-2204 FX
john@getreil.com 
www.getreil.com 

PARKS & 
PLAYGROUNDS

DROP ZONE PORTABLE 
SERVICES, INC.
Bob Denton
PO Box 964
Frankfort, IL 60423
815-727-7304 PH
815-727-7350 FX
dropzonerdenton@sbcglobal.net 
www.dropzoneportableservices.com

HOVING PIT STOP, INC.
Ken Hoving
2351 Powis Road
West Chicago, IL 60185
630-377-7000 PH
630-377-1095 FX
ken@khoving.com
www.khoving.com  

PERENNIAL PARK PRODUCTS
Tiffany Bachmann
885 Church Rd.
Elgin, IL 60123
847-289-8383 PH
847-289-8382 FX
tiffany@epsplasticlumb.com 

BAGGO
Tod Williams
312 Lookout Point
Hot Springs, AR 71913
888-323-1813 PH
501-767-5173 FX
tod@baggo.com 
www.baggo.com

SPORTABLE SCOREBOARDS
Daniel Fukuhara
106 Max Hurt Drive
Murray, KY 42071
270-759-1600 PH
danielfukuhara@scoreboard1.com
www.sportablescoreboards.com 

SITE FURNISHINGS

SPORTING GOODS

WHOLESALE UNIFORM GROUP
Chris Stefo
28835 N. Herky Dr., Ste. 213
Lake Bluff, IL 60044
855-984-1100 PH
847-201-9145 FX
chris.stefo@wugllc.com
www.wholesalebaseball
uniforms.com 

KIDS FIRST SPORTS 
SAFETY, INC.
Morgan M. Singel
220 Main St.
Lemont, IL 60439
630-257-5438 PH
630-257-1433 FX
m.singel@kidsfirstsports.net
www.kidsfirstsports.net

CDS OFFICE TECHNOLOGIES
Fred Bascom
612 South Dirksen Parkway
Springfield, IL 62703
217-528-8936 PH
217-753-4867 FX
fbascom@cdsot.com 
www.cdsot.com 

SPORTS SAFETY 
PROGRAMS

TECHNOLOGY

CALL ONE
Colleen Lamb Ferarra
1000 Skokie Boulevard
Suite 350
Wilmette, IL 60091
847-920-9600 PH
312-496-6693 Direct PH
312-519-5260 Cell
847-256-1478 FX
www.callone.com 
clambferrara@callone.com 

MIDWEST TRANSIT EQUIPMENT
Tom Boldwin
146 W. Issert Dr.
Kankakee, IL 60901
815-933-2412 PH
815-933-3966 FX
tom.boldwin@midwesttransit.com 
www.midwesttransit.com 

JAFFE FILMS, INC.
Greg Bizzaro
6135 River Bend Drive
Lisle, IL 60532
630-730-3777 PH
630-353-0887 FX
greg@jaffefilms.com 

BAREFOOT GROUP, INC.
John Wondrasek
260 E. Belvidere Road 
#381
Hainesville, IL 60030
847-370-1001 PH
johnw@barefootplugins.com
www.barefootplugins.com

TELE-COMMUNICATIONS

TRANSPORTATION

VIDEOGRAPHY

WEB DEVELOPMENT

f

f

f

IAPD CORPORATE/ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
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THANK YOU
IAPD and IPRA would like to thank the following 

2012 Soaring to New Heights Conference Sponsors
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