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“Give Us Your Best 
Shot” Photo Contest 
Announcement 

Do you have a great photo 
from one of your agency events you would like to 
share? Enter them in this year's photo contest! You 
may enter up to five photos in each of the following 
categories:

? • Recreation / People at Play

? • Sports

? • Wildlife (live animals and insects, etc.)

? • Nature / Landscapes (flowers, sunsets,

         lakes and other landscapes, etc.)

Contest rules and waiver form can be found online 
at ILparks.org/PhotoContest. Please send us your 
photos soon. The deadline for entry is December 2, 
2015.

FROM THE EDITOR

4   I l l i n o i s P a r k s & R e c r e a t i o n  w w w . i p r a o n l i n e . c o m

RP 

Illinois Parks and Recreation 
(ISSN 0019-2155) is published bimonthly  at 211 E. Monroe Street, Springfield, Illinois, by the Illinois Association of Park Districts and the Illinois 
Park and Recreation Association. Annual subscription rates:  $12 for IAPD/IPRA members; $50 for non-members; $60 foreign; $20 educational 
institutions. Single copies: $2 members; $10 nonmembers. Periodicals postage paid at Springfield, Illinois and additional post offices.  
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Illinois Parks & Recreation, 211 E. Monroe Street, Springfield, IL 62701-1186. Opinions expressed in 
this publication are those of the authors and do not necessarily express the official views of the IAPD/IPRA. Likewise, the publication of any 
advertisement is not to be construed as an endorsement of the product or services offered. Members of the IAPD and the IPRA and other 
interested persons are encouraged to submit articles and illustrative photos for possible publication in the magazine. Send for manuscript 
guidelines and deadline dates: Editor, Illinois Parks & Recreation, 211 E. Monroe Street, Springfield, IL 62701-1186, 217.523.4554, 
iapd@ILparks.org, www.ILparks.org. By submitting articles for publication, authors are assigning the copyright to the Illinois Association of 
Park Districts.

©Copyright  by the Illinois Association of Park Districts and the 
Illinois Park and Recreation Association. All rights reserved. 
Reprints of articles in whole or in part without prior written 
permission are prohibited. 

illinois

PARKS AND RECREATION

JOINT EDITORIAL COMMITTEE

ILLINOIS ASSOCIATION OF PARK DISTRICTS

ILLINOIS PARK AND RECREATION ASSOCIATION

IPRA HEADQUARTERS

IAPD HEADQUARTERS

IAPD Representatives
ANN AUSTIN, Rock Island Park & Recreation Department

LORI FLORES-WEISSKOPF, Park District of Highland Park
ADRIANE JOHNSON, Buffalo Grove Park District

IPRA Representatives
LAURA BARRON, 
KARI MILLER, Batavia Park District
ANN ZIOLKOWSKI, Northbrook Park District 

Village of the Lake in the Hills

DIANE MAIN, Chairman, Westmont Park District
KEN COLLIN, Chairman-Elect, Freeport Park District
JOE PETRY, Immediate Past Chairman, Champaign Park District
TOM BARZ, Vice-Chairman, Frankfort Park District
JOHN HOSCHEIT, Vice-Chairman, Forest Preserve District of Kane County
RON LEHMAN, Vice-Chairman, Channahon Park District
GRAY NOLL, Treasurer, Springfield Park District
SUE MURPHY, Sergeant-at-Arms, Oak Lawn Park District
DOUG BROOKS, Rockford Park District

KELLY CUMMINGS, Peoria Park District
SHARON DIMARIA, Schaumburg Park District
KEVIN DOLAN, Mundelein Park & Recreation District
ERIC ENTLER, Park District of Forest Park
ASHLEY GOTT, Marion Park District
ADRIANE JOHNSON, Buffalo Grove Park District
IAN LARKIN, Winnetka Park District
DALE LARSON, New Lenox Community Park District
MIKE VOGL, Bloomingdale Park District

211 East Monroe Street, Springfield, IL  62701-1186   217.523.4554   www.ILparks.org

RACHEL LAIER, Publications Director
SHANNON SARTAIN, Legal Secretary
CINDY TIMMERMANN, Marketing Director
SUE TRIPHAHN, Educational Services Director

PETER M. MURPHY, President and Chief Executive Officer
JASON ANSELMENT, Legal/Legislative Counsel
BOBBIE JO HILL, Public Relations Director
ALAN HOWARD, Finance Director
SHERRI KHILE, Executive Secretary

RICK HANETHO, Chairman, Northbrook Park District
MARY JEANNE HUTCHINSON, Chairman-Elect, O’Fallon Parks and Recreation 
JAN HINCAPIE, Immediate Past Chairman, Lincolnwood Parks and Recreation 
                        Department

CHICAGO METRO REGION
RITA FLETCHER, Secretary, Bartlett Park District

CENTRAL REGION
DAWN SCHAEFER, Lincoln Park District

NORTHERN REGION
MOLLY HAMER, Geneseo Park District

SOUTHERN REGION
GEORGE BRYANT, City of Mt. Vernon

MEMBERSHIP COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE
MATT CORSO, South East Association for Special Parks and 
                       Recreation (SEASPAR)

MEMBER-AT-LARGE
JEFF FOUGEROUSSE, Vernon Hills Park District

Managing Editor
PETER M. MURPHY, President and Chief Executive Officer, IAPD

Editor
RACHEL LAIER, Publications Director, IAPD

 

Graphic Design
GOSS ADVERTISING, 217.423.4739, www.gossadvertising.com

Advertising Sales Representative
TODD PERNSTEINER, 952.841.1111, info@pernsteiner.com 

211 East Monroe Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701-1186    217.523.4554   FAX 217.523.4273   iapd@ILparks.org   www.ILparks.org  www.ILipra.org

536 East Avenue, LaGrange, IL 60525-6815   708.588.2280   Fax 708.354.0535   www.ILipra.org

DEBBIE TRUEBLOOD, Executive Director 
MATT FAIRBANKS, Membership and Education Director 
BARRY FRANKS, Finance Director SHEILA MULVEY, Education and Member Services Manager

HEATHER WEISHAAR, Outreach Director

LEESA JOHNSON, Conference and Meeting Director
JESSICA KOLLMAN, Administrative Assistant/Marketing Coordinator

— Rachel Laier, Editor

This issue is dedicated to 
marketing your park and 
recreation agency. 
Marketing isn't always 
easy but it is imperative to 
the success of your 
agencies. Without 
marketing, your residents 
would not know about the 
programs and services 
you offer. Whereas with a strong marketing plan, 
people are eager to sign up for your programs and 
use your facilities.

In this issue, you will be able to read about different 
strategies that work for various agencies as well as 
delivery methods including print, digital media and 
more. Don't forget to check out our WebXtra section 
for more great articles on marketing.

You will also find a Legal Calendar providing insight 
to every legal date you need to know in the world of 
parks and recreation.

Congratulations to all the winners of the Best of the 
Best Awards Gala! You'll be able to see a summary of 
the winners from the Gala held on October 2, 2015 
on page 17.





This workshop not only focuses on how to provide exceptional 

customer service through improved employee engagement, but also on 

attentiveness and responsiveness which triggers boards and staff to 

think about the internal and external customers they serve and what 

their specific preferences are in terms of how they like to be served. 

This workshop is a fast-paced program that also covers active listening 

skills, how to deal with difficult situations and the use of best 

practices for board and staff when interacting with citizens. The 

deadline for this December 3rd workshop is Friday, November 27, 

2015.

This year's IAPD/IPRA Soaring to New Heights Conference has some 

exciting changes including moving the keynote to Saturday morning, 

creating a 150-minute session format, and launching a 

comprehensive new mobile app that will provide up-to-date 

conference information wherever you go. This app will bring the entire 

conference program to your fingertips, provide you with session alerts, 

interactive maps, session evaluations and speaker information. It will 

also allow you to personalize your schedule. The new conference 

mobile app is powered by Mousetrap Mobile. Text SOAR to 57780 or 

download the app from the Apple App Store or Google “Play for 

Android.”

In keeping with past conferences, there will be a wealth of sessions on 

boardmanship, leadership and management, governance and legal 

issues, finance and information technology, marketing and 

communication, to name but a few.

IAPD/IPRA Soaring to New Heights Conference

gGET ON BOARD

Peter M. Murphy, J.D., CAE
IAPD President and CEO
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The mission of the Illinois Association of Park Districts is to provide 

outstanding educational experiences for locally-elected officials and 

executive staff from park districts, forest preserves, recreation and 

conservation agencies. This year's sold-out Legal Symposium is a fine 

example of this, but it is only one of a series of the educational 

opportunities that we offer.

This issue of the Illinois Parks and Recreation magazine is focused on 

marketing strategies that work and is accompanied by two webinars on 
th ththe topic taking place on November 10  and 17 . These are offered on 

a complimentary basis to IAPD members and can be seen again on the 

IAPD website at ILparks.org. This issue's WebXtra also provides 

additional robust articles on marketing including:

     •  Improving Your Marketing Workflow, by Chelsea Norton, Director 

       of Marketing and Communications, Champaign Park District

     •  Kankakee Valley Park District's Perpetual Dilemma…Marketing 

       Your Agency to a Multi-Dimensional Demographic, by Ron 

       Jackson, Kankakee Valley Park District

     •  Fundamental Marketing Efforts at the Godley Park District, by 

       Ryan Togliatti, Godley Park District

     •  Mastering Strategic Park Signage: 10 Tips for Success, by 

       Ashley Eccles, The Village of Hawthorn Woods

Read the full articles online. Go to ILparks.org and select 

Publications/IP&R Magazine/WebXtras from the left column.

There are many excellent online resources on the topic of marketing 

and one that I would commend to your attention is The Evangelist 

Marketing Minute. Subscribed to online, it comes in the form of a free 

weekly email. Written by Alex Goldfayn, it is designed to be a weekly 

thinking launch point specifically for executives and always takes less 

than 60 seconds to read. For more information, go to 

www.EvangelistMktg.com. 

Another do not miss educational opportunity is IAPD's continuing 

Leadership Institute program featuring M.J. Coulson, Director of 

Consulting Services with The Ken Blanchard Companies. I have heard 

many speakers over the years, but none better than M.J. Coulson. She 

is simply amazing. The program she is delivering is entitled, Legendary 

Service – Getting Customers to Think “Wow”! 

Legendary Service

Educational Opportunities 
Abound at IAPD

“An investment in 
knowledge pays the 
best interest.”
     – Benjamin Franklin



ILparks.org
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For the most up-to-date Calendar of Events, please 
visit the IAPD website at www.ILparks.org.

2016 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Registration and housing for the IAPD/IPRA Soaring to New Heights 

Conference taking place January 28-30, 2016 at the Hyatt Regency 

Chicago is now open. The early registration deadline is Monday, 

December 7, 2015. For further information on registration, housing and 

educational offerings, please refer to the September/October issue of the 

Illinois Parks and Recreation magazine, call IAPD, or go to the 

conference website at ILparksconference.com.

On behalf of the entire IAPD membership, I would like to congratulate 

the Park District of Oak Park and the Oak Brook Park District boards 

and staff for winning the National Gold Medal Award at this year's 

National Recreation and Park Association Congress. This is the highest 

recognition a park and recreation agency can achieve and it takes years 

of work and dedication to even qualify as a finalist. The Fox Valley Park 

District and the Itasca Park District were recognized as finalists for their 

excellence in park and recreation management.

Founded in 1965, the Gold Medal Awards program honors communities 

in the U.S. that demonstrate excellence in parks and recreation through 

long-range planning, resource management, volunteerism, 

environmental stewardship, program development, professional 

development and agency recognition, as well as unparalleled service to 

the community.

Since 1966, Illinois park districts have won the National Gold Medal 

twice as often as California who has the second highest number of Gold 

Medal Award winning agencies.

Please see the sidebar for the dates of IAPD programs and events that 

are already scheduled for next year. Plans are also underway for the 

addition of a new series of Leadership Institute workshops, programs 

and webinars. These will be announced shortly and will take the place 

of the commissioner Boot Camps which are offered in election years to 

new and seasoned commissioners.

I also want to draw your attention to the People & Places section of the 

magazine on pages 24 and 25 where some of our most outstanding 

leaders are recognized, as well as the passing of some of the finest, 

most dedicated board members and professionals that have ever served 

Illinois park districts.

Illinois Gold Medal Award Winners

Jan 28-30
IAPD/IPRA Soaring to 
New Heights 
Conference, 
Hyatt Regency 
Chicago

Apr/May
Flying 4 Kids Months, 
Statewide Kite Fly

May 3
Parks Day at the 
Capitol, 
Illinois State Capitol, 
Springfield

May 3
Legislative Reception, 
Illini Country Club, 
Springfield

May 4
Legislative 
Conference
Crowne Plaza, 
Springfield

Jun 6
IAPD Summer Golf 
Tour #2: 
Foxford Hills Golf Club, 
Cary Park 
District/GolfVisions 
Management, Inc., 
Cary

Jul 14
Joint Legislative 
Awareness Golf 
Outing, 
White Pines Golf Club, 
Bensenville Park 
District, Bensenville

Aug 15
IAPD Summer Golf 
Tour #3: 
PrairieView Golf Club, 
Byron Forest Preserve 
District, Byron

Aug 20
Park District 
Conservation Day, 
Illinois State 
Fairgrounds, 
Springfield

Sep 19
IAPD Summer Golf 
Tour #4: 
Highland Park Country 
Club, 
Park District of 
Highland Park, 
Highland Park

Oct 6-8
NRPA Congress & 
Exposition,
 America's Center 
Convention Center, 
St. Louis, MO

Oct 21
IAPD Best of the Best 
Awards Gala, 
Chevy Chase Country 
Club, 
Wheeling Park District, 
Wheeling

Nov 3
IAPD Legal 
Symposium, 
McDonald's 
University/Hyatt 
Lodge, 
Oak Brook

Jan 19-21, 2017
IAPD/IPRA Soaring to 
New Heights 
Conference, 
Hilton Chicago
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For IPRA, 2016 will be a planning year for us, we will continue with 
our five year plan, but we will take some time to research and check 
in with our members to make sure we are still moving in the right 
direction for them. For example, we will be asking members for some 
detailed feedback about our educational programs to ensure we 
continue to provide the best education for park and recreation 
professionals. 

The board will lead IPRA through a streamlining process, looking 
specifically at the committees, task forces, sections, and ensure we 
have the best structure to serve our members, then look at terms and 
term limits to ensure that those who wish to volunteer have 
opportunities to do so. 

We have opened up membership as a free benefit for students. We 
will redouble our efforts to connect with college and university 
students all over Illinois and help them to connect with each other and 
with professionals statewide. We will develop a brochure just for 
students showing them the role IPRA can have in their professional 
growth. A new on-line community for students and faculty will connect 
students with each other statewide and will become an avenue for 
sharing information about internships and early career positions. 

We will host a Leadership Summit. We will invite the state association 
boards and top staff from our five border states to join us and share 
information reciprocally to help each other learn and grow and better 
serve professionals in our respective states.

We will expand our successful webinar series to serve more Illinois 
organizations as well as those in other states. 

We will work with outside support to outsource grant writing, building 
on our existing and future partnerships to identify ways to help each 
other grow. 

Our foundation will continue to develop the now streamlined 

EYE ON THE PROFESSION
A C L O S E R L O O K A T T R E N D S A N D I S S U E S I N T H E P A R K A N D R E C R E A T I O N P R O F E S S I O N

IPRA is in the middle of our rolling five year strategic plan started in 
2014 and adjusted annually. Our current plan takes us through 2020. 
As we look back at 2015, here are some of our accomplishments this 
year:

In membership, we have more professional members than we have 
had in recent history going back to 2011 or before. We conducted a 
three-month free trial membership last fall and rolled out a discount for 
our non-Chicago Metro members. Right now, we have 2,179 
professional members and in total with students, advocates, and 
commercial members, we have 2,420 members. 

We rolled out our new online communities, IPRAConnect and now 
have 14 communities to serve specific interest areas for our members. 
This also allows us to reduce the amount of email we send to focus on 
the most important only and the rest are done through segmented 
marketing. 

We rolled out a new speaker management system for our conference, 
making it easier for volunteers and staff to review and manage all the 
proposals that come in. 

We continue to build relationships with our friends in other 
associations, like Illinois Afterschool Network as well as our friends at 
the American Camp Association-IL and our park and recreation 
association colleagues in other states. In fact, IPRA's webinar series 
now has attendees from seven states and one of our in-person training 
programs even had someone from Germany attend! We also continue 
to build our relationships with colleges and universities in Illinois who 
are training the next generation of park and recreation professionals. 

We rolled out our new mentoring program, ProConnect. It had a 97% 
satisfaction rating and 24% of those who were not already Executive 
Directors were promoted in the year since they applied for the 
program.  IPRA won a national award for innovation for ProConnect in 
its first year. We even expanded it to roll it out in far Southern Illinois 
too with ProConnect South. This program is in partnership with 
University of St Francis in Joliet. 

We have streamlined all of our scholarships into one process, making it 
easier for students and professionals to apply for this continuing 
education funding source.

We continue to communicate about parks and recreation all over the 
country. In fact, we are so proud that the PhD student we have been 
working with these last two years, Gus Hallmon, will be presenting his 
research and representing us in Missouri and in Canada in the coming 
months. 

As we look to next year, here is a summary of our goals from the 2016 
portion of our five year strategic plan. 
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IPRA Looking Forward and 
Looking Back in 2015 and 2016

By Debbie Trueblood, CAE
IPRA Executive Director

 “For IPRA, 2016 will be a 
planning year for us, we will 
continue with our five year plan, 
but we will take some time to 
research and check in with our 
members to make sure we are 
still moving in the right direction 
for them.”



For a complete list of upcoming
 events, and to register, visit ILipra.org

IPRA Calendar of Events

scholarship program for students and professionals and raise funds to 
create more scholarship opportunities. 

We will roll out a membership recruitment campaign to better reach 
more of our prospective members all over Illinois to grow IPRA's 
network. We will continue to identify specific ways to serve our 
members in Central and Southern Illinois, hosting events and supporting 
our affiliates there. 

The Community Campaign Task Force is getting ready to roll out the first 
phase of our community campaign to support professional members in 
educating their communities on the value of parks and recreation. In 
2016, we will move to phase two, directly educating the public about 
the value of parks and recreation through a new website for consumers 
and a marketing campaign. 

We will continue to develop ProConnect with our partner, the University 
of St Francis and ProConnect South with our affiliate, Southern Illinois 
Park and Recreation Association (SIPRA) through our newly formed 
Board of Regents. 

We will continue to develop our newsletter by sharing guest articles from 
our partners, schools and universities, other states, and subject matter 
experts.

We will provide improved technology to make our job board more user 
friendly for our members, so that it can continue to be a top ranked 
member benefit. 

IPRA has had a great year in 2015 and 2016 looks to be even better. It 
is an exciting time to be a part of serving our communities together in 
Illinois. If you would like to share your feedback on IPRA's direction, feel 
free to reach out to me at debbie@ilipra.org. For more information go to 
www.ilipra.org.  I look forward to seeing you at the conference!
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December 1, 2015

Director's L.A.B. - Leadership Academy Breakfast -

IPRA welcomes Executive Directors, future leaders, 
commissioners and guests to join us for the Director's 
Leadership Academy Breakfast (LAB). This event 
includes a light breakfast, networking and an 
interview with a transformational leader. Our 
December interview will be with Adam Fox, President 
and CEO of the WNBA's Chicago Sky.

December 9 & 17, 2015

Skills Development Webinar Series: Essential Tools 

and Ensuring Relevance 

The challenges of today are multi-faceted and can 
range from social ills to business models. Do we 
attempt to solve them all or identify what problems 
our agency’s effectively address? What is most 
important is to understand how to be relevant, thus 
making parks and recreation a critical success factor to 
the success of a community.

January 28-30, 2016

IAPD/IPRA 'Soaring to New Heights' Conference 

As the premier state conference for park districts, 
forest preserves, conservation and recreation agencies 
in Illinois, the IAPD/IPRA Soaring to New Heights 
conference brings together more than 4,400 
professionals and elected officials for three exciting 
days of quality educational programming, networking 
and professional development. 

February 9, 2016

Director's L.A.B. - Leadership Academy Breakfast 

IPRA welcomes Executive Directors, future leaders, 
commissioners and guests to join us for the Director's 
Leadership Academy Breakfast (LAB). This event 
includes a light breakfast, networking and an 
interview with a transformational leader. Our February 
interview will be with Sonya Evanosky, MBA Vice 
President of Finance, Chamberlain College of Nursing.

Details available online at ILipra.org



sSTATEHOUSE INSIDER

Jason Anselment
Legal/Legislative Counsel

I S S U E S & I N S I G H T S F R O M T H E L E G A L / L E G I S L A T I V E S C E N E

Recently, my nine-year-old daughter, Maria, was invited to run a 

mile race. Having never run an official race, she was unsure how 

long it would take or whether she could even finish. “What would 

be a good finish time,” she asked. With my lawyer hat in hand, I 

responded, “it depends.” 

I explained that she should be proud to simply finish her first race 

and that a time under 10 minutes would probably be a good goal 

for runners her age that practice. Because she was interested, we 

looked up the IESA record for the 1600 meter dash, which is 

5:03.80. “So,” Maria concluded, “a good finish time depends on a 

lot of things like practice, the distance, my age and probably even 

the weather.” I proudly smiled and assured her that success often 

depends on a lot of things.

I thought a lot about that conversation as I was preparing my 

presentation for last month's IAPD Legal Symposium. Every 

legislative session requires resilience and perseverance, but this 

year has been particularly challenging for nearly everyone involved 

in, or affected by, the legislative process. The impact of the state 

budget impasse on important capital construction projects and the 

effect a statewide property tax freeze would have on decision-

making by locally elected officials are just two of the important 

issues IAPD and its member agencies have confronted this year. 

While those two issues remain at the forefront as this issue goes to 

press, hundreds of other bills impacting park districts, conservation 

districts, forest preserves, recreation and special recreation agencies 

were also in the mix. IAPD's advocacy efforts positively impacted a 

number of those bills. When those results are measured in the 

context of this particular session, we have enjoyed relative success  

this year.

With park and recreation capital construction projects still halted by 

the suspension of OSLAD and PARC grants, it would be easy to 

forget our monumental achievement in protecting these dedicated 

funds from the $1.4 billion of special fund sweeps back in March. 

However, had these funds been among the 108 other special funds 

that were swept, the State would have been unable to fulfill its 

obligations and commitments to match the local contributions to 

OSLAD Protected from Special Fund Sweeps

Measure of Success is Relative
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these projects, and the grants would have been terminated rather 

than suspended. While a State budget is still needed to reapproriate 

these funds, it is important to recognize that our efforts to preserve 

this funding was critical to save the projects, not to mention the 

integrity of the OSLAD and PARC programs.

If anything, this session has demonstrated how difficult it can be to 

pass any piece of legislation. Yet, in the past five years, our efforts 

have resulted in the passage of 17 IAPD Platform bills. Few, if any, 

associations have matched that total during the same time period. 

Three IAPD Platform bills were signed into law this session to clarify 

existing practices and procedures and avoid potential problems in 

the future. 

HB 1363 / Public Act 99-0271 (Fine, L. / Holmes, L.) amends the 

section of the Park District Code that allows for joint programming 

to bring it into conformity with the broad authority under the 

Intergovernmental Cooperation Act that permits joint programming 

with any unit of local government regardless of whether or not it is 

contiguous. HB 405 / Public Act 99-0053 (Sandack, R. / LaHood, 

D.) clarifies that the notice that is required under the Park 

Commissioners Land Sale Act must be provided at least ten days 

before the day of the court hearing on the petition, and HB 3882 / 

Public Act 99-0016 (Moffitt, D. / Jones III, E.) removes an expired 

provision of the Park District Code.

Our efforts also resulted in the passage of a fourth IAPD Platform 

bill this session. SB 1271 (McGuire, P. / Walsh, Jr., L.) would have 

raised the mandated bid limit threshold under the Park District 

Code, Downstate Forest Preserve District Act and the Conservation 

District Act from $20,000 to $25,000, resulting in more local 

control and cost savings for taxpayers on smaller purchases. 

Unfortunately, SB 1271 was one of 64 bills that the Governor 

vetoed. We are working with the Administration to address the 

concerns raised in the Veto Message, and we are optimistic that a 

new bill can be introduced and signed into law in the second year of 
ththe 99  General Assembly.

IAPD Platform Bills Signed into Law



IAPD's Advocacy Efforts Result in Important 

Amendments

A significant IAPD member benefit is our review and analysis of 

every piece of legislation that is introduced to determine impact 

on member agencies. So far this year, we have reviewed 6,511 

bills and 1,911 amendments; we are closely tracking 

approximately 500 bills because of their impact. 

As legislation moves through the process, IAPD plays an active 

role by attending and testifying at committee hearings and 

participating in numerous meetings with legislators, staff and 

other interested groups. The trust and relationships we have 

developed with members of the General Assembly for more than 

35 years is key to our success in helping to eliminate or mitigate 

the costs of unfunded mandates or, in some cases, to avoid 

unintended consequences that could otherwise result from certain 

legislation. 

By way of example, SB 7 / Public Act 99-0245 (Raoul, K. / 

Mitchell, C.), contains many new mandates for school districts 

concerning concussions and head injuries, including return-to-

play protocol. An earlier version of the bill would have applied 

these mandates to park districts and youth sports leagues that 

use park district facilities even though they operate much 

differently from schools. 

Park districts certainly recognize the critical nature of this safety 

issue and have been working for many years to help address 

these concerns voluntarily without the need for state mandates. 

IAPD offers park districts and other member agencies valuable 

educational resources and training opportunities, and members 

use these resources to educate youth sports leagues and other 

facility users, including coaches, parents and players about the 

nature and risk of concussions and head injuries. In recognition of 

these efforts and because of IAPD's work behind the scenes, the 

final version of SB 7 / Public Act 99-0245 that was signed into 

law authorizes and encourages park districts to continue to 

disseminate educational materials rather than imposing costly 

mandates that would have been difficult, if not impossible, for 

park districts to satisfy. 

Another example is SB 792 / Public Act 99-0367 (Bush, M. / 

Scherer, S.). This new law amends the Truth in Taxation Law to 

require taxing districts with websites maintained by full-time staff 

to also post any required “black box” newspaper notice on their 

website beginning in 2016.

 

As originally introduced, the legislation would have required all 

taxing districts with websites to post any required Truth in 

Taxation notice on their websites. At IAPD's request, the bill was 

amended with language from the Open Meetings Act to address 

concerns for smaller agencies that may not have the resources to 

hire full-time staff to regularly maintain their websites. The 

amendment also contains other important language from the 

Open Meetings Act to protect local governments by providing that 

the failure of a taxing district to post the notice on its website will 

 

 

not invalidate the newspaper notice or any action taken on the 

tax levy.

These are just two examples. IAPD's efforts also resulted in 

numerous other amendments to bills that have not passed both 

chambers. If these bills move forward in the second year of the 
th99  General Assembly, this session’s work will pay even bigger 

dividends.

One example is HB 248 (Kay, D. / McCarter, K.), which amends 

the Open Meetings Act and has passed the House but not the 

Senate. The introduced version of the bill would have created 

uncertainty with regard to the finality of every action taken at an 

open meeting. IAPD worked with the bill sponsor and other 

legislators on an amendment to clarify that a court's authority to 

invalidate an action is limited to situations where 1) a civil action 

alleging the violation is commenced within 60 days of that 

meeting, and 2) the alleged violation is directly and substantially 

related to that final action.

These important amendments would not be possible without 

IAPD's expertise, connectivity and proximity to the Capitol. For 

one thing, the process can move very rapidly. At times, 

amendments may be filed, posted and heard in committee in a 

matter of hours and pass both chambers within a couple of days. 

IAPD closely monitors amendments and committee hearing 

notices multiple times each day as bill deadlines approach. 

IAPD's vigilance helps ensure that members' concerns are 

addressed before bills move forward. 

For example, SB 914 (Connelly, M. / Sandack, R.), which has 

passed the Senate but not the House, would amend the Public 

Officer Prohibited Activities Act to prohibit all units of local 

government, local officials, and school districts from sending 

promotional materials to residents during specified periods 

leading up to consolidated elections and general elections. As 

soon as the amendment was filed, IAPD quickly raised concerns 

that the broad language, which was intended to restrict election-

related promotional materials, did not clearly allow for other 

promotional materials such as seasonal brochures, newsletters, or 

similar informational materials that describe recreational 

programs, events, activities or registration information that are 

commonly distributed by park districts, forest preserves and other 

conservation and recreation agencies. In response to IAPD's 

concerns, the Senate sponsor readily agreed to work with IAPD to 

address these concerns. Again, while this bill remains in the 

House for now, these timely efforts may help avoid unintended 

consequences down the road.

These are just a few of the many examples of our positive impact 

this year. Without IAPD’s reliable and trusted voice at the Capitol, 

numerous other bills may have also led to unnecessary and costly 

mandates, exposure to potential liability and expensive litigation 

in the future. So while many challenges still exist, we have 

enjoyed much success this year in terms of helping to ensure the 

ability of park districts, forest preserves, conservation, recreation 

and special recreation agencies to deliver the highest quality 

services to their citizens as efficiently and effectively as possible.
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The following park district calendar includes key dates based on a fiscal year that begins on May 1 and ends on April 30. For those park 
districts that have adopted another date for the commencement of the fiscal year (70 ILCS 1205/4-4), this calendar must be adjusted for 
those duties that must be performed at times related to the fiscal year. The calendar is also established around regular park board 
meetings held on the third Thursday of each month selected. Selected election dates are based on the General Primary Election to be 
held on March 15, 2016, and the General Election to take place on November 8, 2016. For additional election dates, consult the 
Practice Tools Section of the IAPD website, ILparks.org.

All references are to the Illinois Compiled Statutes (ILCS).

ANNUAL 
REQUIREMENTS 

AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 
CALENDAR (OR FISCAL) YEAR:
? Post the date, time and place of 
park district regular meetings for the 
year. Mail copies to the news media. (5 
ILCS 120/2.02) 
? Review the requirement that all 
closed sessions are to be recorded 
verbatim by audio or video. (5 ILCS 
120/2.06)
? Review requirement that open 
meeting minutes must be approved 
within 30 days after the meeting or at 
the public body's second subsequent 
regular meeting, whichever is later, and 
made available for public inspection 
within 10 days after approval. (5 ILCS 
120/2.06)
? Review the requirements that all 
Open Meetings Act and Freedom of 
Information Act officers must complete 
the Attorney General's annual training 
requirements. Newly appointed officers 
must complete the training within 30 
days after designation or assuming the 
position. (5 ILCS 120/1.05; 5 ILCS 
140/3.5(b))
  Review requirement that newly 
elected or appointed members of a 
public body must successfully 
complete a course on the Open 
Meetings Act offered by the Illinois 
Association of Park Districts or the 
electronic training curriculum on the 
Open Meetings Act developed by the 
Illinois Attorney General's Public Access 
Counselor within 90 days of their oath 
of office or otherwise assuming their 
responsibilities if no oath is required. 
(Public Act 98-0900; 5 ILCS 
140/1.05)
? Review requirement that all local 
governments with Internet websites are 
required to post on that website an 
email address for their elected officials 
for the public's use in contacting those 
officials and to post a hyperlink on the 
local government's homepage to allow 
the public easy access to the contact 
information. (Public Act 98-0300)
    Review with the park district
treasurer the requirement that all funds 
of the district not immediately needed 
for disbursement must be invested 

within two working days at prevailing 
interest rates or better. (30 ILCS 
225/1) 
? Review the requirement that every 
person, other than the treasurer, 
receiving money for the district must 
keep a triplicate record of the money, 
and deliver the money to the treasurer 
not later than the middle of the month 
following the month of receipt. (30 
ILCS 20/1) 
? The American flag must be 
displayed and flown each day of the 
week from each City Hall or Village 
Hall and Village Square and at the 
principal entrance to all supervised 
public parks. (5 ILCS 465/3b) 
? Contributions to the Illinois 
Municipal Retirement Fund (IMRF) 
must be deducted each pay period 
from covered employees' pay and 
remitted to the IMRF along with the 
contribution from the local government. 
This requirement is mandatory for 
municipalities over 5,000 population 
where Social Security is not provided, 
and elective for others. (40 ILCS 5/7-
132, 7-172, 7-173)
  Districts that have employees under 
Social Security must send their FICA 
contributions at such times as may be 
designated by the Internal Revenue 
Service. (40 ILCS 5/21-105.2, 21-
109)
? Review the requirements that all 
newly hired employees must be 
reported to the Illinois Department of 
Security. (820 ILCS 405/1801.1)
? Review the requirement that while 
participating in a public works project, 
each contractor and subcontractor 
must submit a certified payroll to the 
public body in charge of the project 
every month. The public body must 
maintain these records submitted prior 
to January 1, 2014 for at least 3 
years.  Pursuant to Public Act 98-
0328, the public body must maintain 
these records submitted on or after 
January 1, 2014, for at least 5 years, 
but can do so in paper or electronic 
format. (820 ILCS 130/5)
? For persons or entities required to 
report under the Lobbyist Registration 
Act, review reporting requirements for 
expenditures made during the 2015 
calendar year. (25 ILCS 170/6, 
170/6.5)

   Beginning January 1, 2015, all 
employers must post a notice 
developed by the Illinois Department of 
Human Rights (IDHR) and include 
information concerning an employee's 
rights in any employee handbook. 
Samples of these required notices are 
available on the IDHR's website. 
(Public Act 98-1050)

   Unpublished written minutes of all 
closed meetings are to be reviewed not 
less than semiannually. Minutes are to 
be reviewed to determine if (a) the 
need for confidentiality still exists as to 
all or part of those minutes, or (b) if 
the minutes or portions thereof no 
longer require confidential treatment 
and are available for public inspection. 
The results of the review are to be 
reported in the open session of the 
board of commissioners. (5 ILCS 
120/2.06)

   Check IAPD database to verify that 
all information is up-to-date for your 
agency.

OCTOBER 15
First day notice of intention to file a 
petition to create a political 
subdivision, whose officers are to be 
elected rather than appointed, may be 
published in a newspaper within the 
proposed political subdivision, or if 
none, in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the proposed territory 
for the General Primary Election. (10 
ILCS 5/28-2(g))

NOVEMBER 16
Last day notice of intention to file a 
petition to create a political 
subdivision, whose officers are to be 
elected rather than appointed, may be 
published in a newspaper within the 
proposed political subdivision, or if 
none, in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the proposed territory 
for the General Primary Election. (10 
ILCS 5/28-2(g))

EVERY SIX MONTHS 

OCTOBER 2015

NOVEMBER 2015

NOVEMBER 16
Last day to file petitions (must 
contain original sheets signed by 
voters and circulators) to create a 
political subdivision with the 
appropriate officer or board (for park 
districts, circuit court clerk) for the 
General Primary Election. (10 ILCS 
5/28-2(b))
 
NOTE: The specific statutory 
provisions governing the creation of 
political subdivisions can be found in 
the relevant Code governing such 
subdivisions.
 
NOTE: Objections can be filed on or 
before the date of the hearing with 
the appropriate circuit court clerk. 
(10 ILCS 5/28-4)
 
NOTE: If initial officers are to be 
elected at the election for creation of 
a new unit of government, candidates 
for such offices shall file nomination 
papers 113-106 days before such 
election (November 23 – November 
30, 2015). (10 ILCS 5/10-6)
 
NOTE: The circuit court clerk shall 
publish the hearing date for a public 
policy petition filed in his/her office 
not later than 14 days after the 
petition is actually filed, but at least 5 
days before actual hearing. Final 
orders within 7 days of hearing. (10 
ILCS 5/28-4)

NOVEMBER 23
Last day to file objections to a petition 
to create a political subdivision in the 
office of the appropriate officer where 
the petitions were originally filed (for 
park districts, circuit court clerk) for 
the General Primary Election. (10 
ILCS 5/10-8, 28-4) 

DECEMBER 14
Last day for filing petitions (must 
contain original sheets signed by 
voters and circulators) for referenda 
for the submission of questions of 
public policy (local) for the General 
Primary Election. Objections to 
petitions for local referenda are filed 
with the same officer in which the 
original petitions were filed. 
(10 ILCS 5/28-2(a), 28-6, 28-7)

DECEMBER 2015
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EXCEPTION: Proposition to create a 
political subdivision, referenda held 
under the Liquor Control Act, and 
Section 18-120 of the Property Tax 
Code. 

DECEMBER 21
Last day to file objections to petitions for 
the submission of questions of public 
policy (local) for the General Primary 
Election. Objections to petitions for local 
referenda are filed with the same office 
that has the original petitions. (10 ILCS 
5/10-8, 28-4)
 
EXCEPTION: Proposition to create a 
political subdivision, referenda held 
under the provisions of Article IX of the 
Liquor Control Act, and Section 18-120 
of the Property Tax Code.) 

DECEMBER 28
Last day for local governing boards to 
adopt a resolution or ordinance to allow 
binding public questions to appear on 
the ballot for the General Primary 
Election. (10 ILCS 5/28-2(c)) 

DECEMBER 28
Last day for County, Municipal, School, 
Township and Park Boards to place 
advisory referenda on the ballot by 
resolution for the General Primary 
Election. (55 ILCS 5/5-1005.5; 60 ILCS 
1/80-80; 65 ILCS 5/3.1-40-60; 70 
ILCS 1205/8-30; 105 ILCS 5/9-1.5) 

JANUARY 7
Last day for the circuit clerk and the 
local election official to certify any 
binding public question or advisory 
referenda to the election authority 
having jurisdiction over the political 
subdivision for the General Primary 
Election. (10 ILCS 5/28-5)

JANUARY  21
Regular January board meeting.

JANUARY  28-30
Attend the IAPD/IPRA Annual 
Conference, Hyatt Chicago.

JANUARY 31
Last day to file with the chief county 
assessment officer for all tax-exempt real 
estate an affidavit/certificate of exempt 
status stating whether there has been 
any change in the ownership or use of 
the exempt real estate and the nature of 
any such change to continue the 
exemption of park property from real 
estate taxes. (35 ILCS 200/15-10)

NOTE: Copies of leases or agreements 
related to exempt property that is 
leased, loaned, or otherwise available 
for profit must be filed with the 
assessment officer. (35 ILCS 200/15-
15)

JANUARY  2016

FEBRUARY 2016

MARCH 2016

APRIL 2016

FEBRUARY 1
Last day by which the chief 
administrative officer or his or her 
designee for a unit of local government 
with persons described in items (h), (i) 
and (k) of Section 4A-101 shall certify 
to the appropriate county clerk a list of 
names and addresses of those persons 
described in items (h), (i) and (k) of 
Section 4A-101 that are required to file 
statements of economic interest 
pursuant to the Illinois Governmental 
Ethics Act. In preparing the lists, each 
chief administrative officer or his or her 
designee shall set out the names in 
alphabetical order. (5 ILCS 420/4A-
106)

FEBRUARY 16
First day for the election authority to 
publish a notice of any question of 
public policy to be voted upon within 
the jurisdiction at the General Primary 
Election. (10 ILCS 5/12-5) 

FEBRUARY 18
Regular February board meeting.

MARCH 8
Last day for the election authority to 
publish a notice of any question of 
public policy to be voted upon within 
the jurisdiction at the General Primary 
Election. The election authority shall 
also post a copy of the notice at the 
principal office of the election authority. 
The local election official shall also 
post a copy of the notice at the 
principal office of the political or 
governmental subdivision. If there is no 
principal office, the local election 
official shall post the notice at the 
building in which the governing body of 
the political or governmental 
subdivision held its first meeting of the 
calendar year in which the referenda is 
being held. (10 ILCS 5/12-5) 

MARCH 15 
General Primary Election

MARCH 17
Regular March board meeting.

APRIL 1
Last day by which the county clerk of 
each county shall notify all persons 
whose names have been certified to 
him, other than candidates for office 
who have filed their statements with 
their nominating petitions, of the 
requirements for filing statements of 
economic interests.  The Illinois 
Governmental Ethics Act, 5 ILCS 
420/4A-101, requires the following 
persons to file verified written 
statements of economic interests: (g) 
Persons who are elected to office in a 
unit of local government, and 
candidates for nomination or election 
to that office; (h) Persons appointed to 
the governing board of a unit of local 
government and persons appointed to a 

board or commission of a unit of local 
government who have the authority to 
authorize the expenditure of public 
funds but not members of boards or 
commissions who function in an 
advisory capacity;  (i) Persons who are 
employed by a unit of local government 
and are compensated for services as 
employees and not as independent 
contractors and who:  
1. are, or function as, the head of a 
department, division, bureau, authority 
or other administrative unit within the 
unit of local government, or who 
exercise similar authority within the unit 
of local government;
2. have direct supervisory authority 
over, or direct responsibility for the 
formulation, negotiation, issuance or 
execution of contracts entered into by 
the unit of local government in the 
amount of $1,000 or greater;
3. have authority to approve licenses 
and permits by the unit of local 
government (this item does not include 
employees who function in a ministerial 
capacity);
4. adjudicate, arbitrate, or decide any 
judicial or administrative proceeding, or 
review the adjudication, arbitration or 
decision of any judicial or administrative 
proceeding within the authority of the 
unit of local government;
5. have authority to issue or promulgate 
rules and regulations within areas under 
the authority of the unit of local 
government; or
6. have supervisory responsibility for 20 
or more employees of the unit of local 
government. (5 ILCS 420/4A-106; 5 
ILCS 420/4A-101)

APRIL 5
The suggested date to prepare the 
budget and appropriation ordinance in 
tentative form and place on file for 
public inspection at least 30 days prior 
to final action. (All park districts are 
required to adopt a combined budget 
and appropriation ordinance within or 
before the first quarter of each fiscal 
year.) (70 ILCS 1205/4-4)

NOTE 1: IMRF employers must post on 
their website or at their principal office 
the total compensation package of 
employees with a total compensation of 
$150,000 or more per year at least 6 
days before the employer approves the 
total compensation package. The 
employer must also post the total 
compensation package within 6 
business days after approving their 
budget for employees with a total 
compensation package in excess of 
$75,000 or more. (5 ILCS 120/7.3)

NOTE 2: Before an IMRF employer 
increases the earnings of an officer, 
executive or manager by more than 
12%, the employer must obtain a 
“Pension Impact Statement” from the 
IMRF which states the effects of the 
salary increase on the employee's 
pension benefits.  (40 ILCS 5/7-225)

APRIL 21
Regular April board meeting.

MAY  2016

MAY 1
The last date for filing Statements of 
Economic Interest for persons who 
have not previously filed during the 
calendar year. (5 ILCS 420/4A-105)

NOTE 1: Failure to file a statement of 
economic interests within the time 
prescribed shall not result in a fine or 
ineligibility for, or forfeiture of, office or 
position of employment, provided that 
the failure to file results from not being 
included for notification by the 
appropriate agency, clerk, secretary, 
officer or unit of government, and that 
a statement is filed within 30 days of 
actual notice of the failure to file. (5 
ILCS 420/4A-105)

NOTE 2: All statements of economic 
interests shall be available for 
examination and copying by the public 
at all reasonable times. (5 ILCS 
420/4A-105)

NOTE 3: Any person required to file a 
statement of economic interests who 
willfully files a false or incomplete 
statement shall be guilty of a class A 
misdemeanor. Failure to file a 
statement within the time prescribed 
shall result in ineligibility for, or 
forfeiture of, office or position of 
employment, as the case may be; 
provided, however, that if the notice of 
failure to file a statement of economic 
interests is not given by the county 
clerk, no forfeiture shall result if a 
statement is filed within 30 days of 
actual notice of the failure to file. (5 
ILCS 420/4A-107)

NOTE 4: The County Clerk with whom 
a statement is to be filed may, in his or 
her discretion, waive the late fees & 
penalties, and the ineligibility for or 
forfeiture of office or position for failure 
to file when the person's late filing of or 
failure to file is due to (i) serious or 
catastrophic illness that renders the 
person temporarily incapable of 
completing the statement or (ii) 
military service. (5 ILCS 420/4A-105)

MAY 1
Suggested date to send notice to the 
Illinois Department of Labor requesting 
determination of current prevailing rate 
of wages for the district's area. (820 
ILCS 130/4; 130/9)

MAY 1
(Beginning of new fiscal year.) The date 
to post the dates, times and places of 
park district regular meetings for the 
fiscal year. Mail copies to news media. 
(As an alternative, this can be done at 
the beginning of the calendar year.) (5 
ILCS 120/2.02; 2.03)

MAY 1
The date to start the annual audit. 
Every governmental unit is required to 
make an annual audit to cover the 
immediately preceding fiscal year. The 
audit must be completed and the audit 
report filed with the Comptroller within 
six months after the close of the fiscal 
year. All governmental units are also 
required to file a copy of the completed 
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report with the county clerk. (50 ILCS 
310/2 and 310/3)

NOTE 1: Any governmental unit 
receiving revenue of less than 
$850,000 for any fiscal year is 
required to file a financial report with 
the Comptroller in lieu of an audit. 
Pursuant to Public Act 98-1019, 
beginning with fiscal year 2016 those 
governmental units receiving revenue 
less than $850,000 for any fiscal year 
must also provide copies of this annual 
financial report to each member of that 
governmental unit's governing board of 
elected officials and present it either in 
person or by a live phone or web 
connection during a public meeting and 
have the financial report approved by a 
3/5 majority vote. Otherwise, that unit 
must cause an audit of the account to 
be made once every four years in 
addition to filing the annual financial 
report with the Comptroller. 

NOTE 2: Any governmental unit 
receiving revenue of $850,000 or more 
shall, in addition to complying with the 
audit requirements, file a financial 
report on forms required by the 
Comptroller. (50 ILCS 310/3) 

NOTE 3: Pursuant to 50 ILCS 310/2 
and 310/3, these reports must be 
submitted to the Comptroller 
electronically unless the governmental 
unit provides the Comptroller's Office 
with sufficient evidence that the reports 
cannot be filed electronically and the 
Comptroller waives the requirement.  

MAY 1
The date to begin preparation of the 
Statement of Receipts and 
Disbursements. (30 ILCS
15/1)

MAY 1
Update IAPD database with information 
pertaining to commissioners and verify 
accuracy of other information.

MAY 3-4
Attend the IAPD Legislative Conference 
in Springfield. The Legislative Reception 
is held the evening of May 3 with the 
conference starting the next morning on 
May 4. May 3 is Parks Day at the 
Capitol with park district, forest 
preserve, conservation district and 
special recreation displays lining the 
Capitol Rotunda.

MAY 6
The suggested date to publish notice of 
public hearing on the budget and 
appropriation ordinance (must be done 
at least one week prior to hearing). (70 
ILCS 1205/4-4)

MAY 19
Regular May board meeting. This is the 
suggested date to hold the public 
hearing on the budget and 
appropriation ordinance and the date 
for enacting the ordinance at the board 
meeting following the hearing. (70 ILCS 
1205/4-4)

NOTE 1: The budget and appropriation 
ordinance must be made available in 
tentative form for public inspection at 
least 30 days prior to final action 
thereon.
  
NOTE 2: All taxing districts are also 
required to file a certified copy of their 
budget and appropriation ordinances 
with the county clerk within 30 days of 
adoption, as well as an estimate, 
certified by the district's chief fiscal 
officer, of revenues, by source, 
anticipated to be received by the taxing 
district in the following fiscal year. 
Failure of a district to file the required 
document will authorize the county clerk 
to refuse to extend the tax levy imposed 
by the governing authority until such 
documents are filed. (35 ILCS 200/18-
50)

MAY 31
General Assembly scheduled to adjourn.

JUNE 9
First day notice of intention to file a 
petition to create a political subdivision, 
whose officers are to be elected rather 
than appointed, may be published in a 
newspaper within the proposed political 
subdivision, or if none, in a newspaper 
of general circulation within the 
proposed territory for the General 
Election. (10 ILCS 5/28-2(g))

JUNE 16
Regular June board meeting.

JUNE 17
The last day for filing a copy of the 
district's budget and appropriation 
ordinance with the county clerk, as well 
as a certified estimate of revenue by 
source anticipated to be received in the 
following fiscal year (assuming a 
passage adoption date of May 19).

JUNE 30
The last day to: (a) investigate & 
ascertain prevailing rate of wages to be 
paid for work on public works projects, 
and (b) publicly post or keep available 
for inspection in the main office of the 
public body its determination of such 
prevailing wage rates.  The district must 
promptly file, no later than July 15 of 
each year, a certified copy of  its 
determination with the office of the 
Illinois Department of Labor. (820 ILCS 
130/9)

NOTE: Pursuant to 820 ILCS 130/4, a 
park district may request the Illinois 
Department of Labor to ascertain the 
prevailing rate of wages.

NOTE: Pursuant to Public Act 98-173, 
a public body is no longer required to 
also file a certified copy of its 
determination with the Illinois Secretary 
of State.

JUNE 2016

JULY 2016

AUGUST 2016

JULY 11
Last day notice of intention to file a 
petition to create a political subdivision, 
whose officers are to be elected rather 
than appointed, may be published in a 
newspaper within the proposed political 
subdivision, or if none, in a newspaper 
of general circulation within the 
proposed territory for the General 
Election. (10 ILCS 5/28-2(g)) 

JULY 11
Last day to file a petition (must contain 
original sheets signed by voters and 
circulators) to create a political 
subdivision with the appropriate officer 
or board (for park districts, circuit court 
clerk) for the General Election. (10 ILCS 
5/28-2(b))
 
NOTE: The specific statutory provisions 
governing the creation of political 
subdivisions can be found in the 
relevant Code governing such 
subdivisions. 

NOTE: Objections can be filed on or 
before the date of the hearing with the 
appropriate circuit court clerk. (10 ILCS 
5/28-4) 

NOTE: If initial officers are to be elected 
at the election for creation of a new unit 
of government, candidates for such 
offices shall file nomination papers 113-
106 days before such election. (July 18 
– 25, 2016). (10 ILCS 5/10-6) 

NOTE: The circuit court clerk shall 
publish the hearing date for a public 
policy petition filed in his/her office not 
later than 14 days after the petition is 
actually filed, but at least 5 days before 
actual hearing. Final order within 7 
days of hearing. (10 ILCS 5/28-4)

JULY 15
Last day to file a certified copy of 
prevailing wage rate determination with 
the office of the Illinois Department of 
Labor. (820 ILCS 130/9)

NOTE: Pursuant the Public Act 98-173, 
a public body is no longer required to 
also file a certified copy of its 
determination with the Illinois Secretary 
of State.

JULY 18
Last day to file objections to a petition 
to create a political subdivision in the 
office of the appropriate officer where 
the petitions were originally filed (for 
park districts, circuit court clerk) for the 
General Election. (10 ILCS 5/10-8, 28-
4) 

JULY 21
Regular July board meeting.

AUGUST 1
First date nominations for the Board of 
Trustees of the Illinois Municipal 
Retirement Fund Board are to be made 
for terms beginning the next January 1. 
(Between August 1 and September 15.) 
(40 ILCS 5/7-175)

AUGUST 8
Last day for filing petitions (must 
contain original sheets signed by voters 
and circulators) for referenda for the 
submission of questions of public 
policy (local) for the General Election. 
Objections to petitions for local 
referenda are filed with the same 
officer in which the original petitions 
are filed. (10 ILCS 5/28-2(a), 28-6, 
28-7)

EXCEPTION: Proposition to create a 
political subdivision, referenda held 
under the provisions of Article IX of the 
Liquor Control Act, and Section 18-
120 of the Property Tax Code.)

AUGUST 14
The last date to publish determination 
of prevailing rate of wages and mail 
copies of rates to requesting parties if 
filed with Department of Labor on the 
last possible date (July 15). 
(Publication must be within 30 days of 
date of filing with Department of 
Labor.) (820 ILCS 130/9)

AUGUST 15
Last day to file objections to petitions 
for the submission of questions of 
public policy for the General Election. 
Objections to petitions for local 
referenda are filed with the same office 
that has the original petitions. (10 
ILCS 5/10-8, 28-4)

EXCEPTION: Proposition to create a 
political subdivision, referenda held 
under the provisions of Article IX of the 
Liquor Control Act, and Section 18-
120 of the Property Tax Code. 

AUGUST 18
Regular August board meeting.

AUGUST 22
Last day for local governing boards to 
adopt a resolution or ordinance to 
allow binding or advisory public 
questions to appear on the ballot for 
the General Election. (10 ILCS 5/28-
2(c))

A good month to review and update 
park district policies and ordinances.

SEPTEMBER 1
Last day for the circuit court clerk and 
the local election official to certify any 
binding public question or advisory 
referenda to the election authority 
having jurisdiction over the political 
subdivision for the General Election. 
(10 ILCS 5/28-5) 

SEPTEMBER 15
Regular September board meeting.

OCTOBER 1
The suggested date to review 
documents to determine which records 
can be destroyed. Permission of Local 
Records Commission required. See 50 
ILCS 205/7 for authorization to digitize 
records. (50 ILCS 205/1)

SEPTEMBER 2016

OCTOBER 2016
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OCTOBER 6-8, 2016
Attend the NRPA Congress in St. Louis, 
Missouri

OCTOBER 11
First day for the election authority to 
publish a notice of any question of 
public policy to be voted upon at the 
General Election within the jurisdiction. 
(10 ILCS 5/12-5) 

OCTOBER 20
Regular October board meeting. 
Review non-referendum bonding needs 
preparatory to selling bonds before 
close of calendar year. (70 ILCS 
1205/6-4)

NOTE: Before adopting any ordinance 
selling non-referendum general 
obligation bonds or limited bonds, the 
district must hold a public hearing 
concerning the intent to sell the bonds. 
Although the hearing may be part of a 
regular meeting, the ordinance 
authorizing the bonds may not be 
adopted for a period of 7 days after the 
hearing. Notice of the hearing must be 
published not less than 7 nor more 
than 30 days before the hearing. (30 
ILCS 352/10, 352/15, 352/25)

OCTOBER 20
The suggested date for the board to 
determine the amount of money 
estimated to be necessary to be raised 
by the tax levy ordinance and to 
determine whether the funds to be 
raised exceed, by more than 105 
percent of the amount, which has been 
extended or is estimated to be 
extended, upon the final aggregate levy 
of the preceding year. (This 
determination must be made at least 
20 days prior to enactment of the levy 
ordinance.) (35 ILCS 200/18-60; 
200/18-65)

NOTE 1: Local governments must file 
either a certificate of compliance or a 
certificate indicating the inapplicability 
of the Truth in Taxation Law with the 
tax levy ordinance filed with the county 
clerk. (35 ILCS 200/18-90)

NOTE 2: 35 ILCS 200/18-185 
provides park districts in the tax cap 
counties the authority to levy a tax for 
handicapped programs outside the 
restrictions of the tax cap.

NOTE 3: It is recommended that the 
park district attorney review all 
determinations and proceedings 
relating to this reference, which is the 
Truth in Taxation Law. (35 ILCS
200/18-55 et seq.)

OCTOBER 31
Last day for the election authority to 
publish a notice of any question of 
public policy to be voted upon within 
its jurisdiction at the General Election. 
The election authority shall also post a 
copy of the notice at the principal 
office of the election authority. The 
local election official shall also post a 
copy of the notice at the principal 
office of the political or governmental 
subdivision. If there is no principal 

office, the local election official shall 
post the notice at the building in which 
the governing body of the political or 
governmental subdivision held its first 
meeting of the calendar year in which 
the referenda is being held. (10 ILCS 
5/12-5) 

OCTOBER 31
The last day to publish annual statement 
of receipts and disbursements and file a 
copy with the county clerk for districts 
on a May 1-April 30 fiscal year. In lieu 
of publishing the annual statement of 
receipts and disbursements, the district 
can publish a notice of availability of its 
audit report that includes the time 
period covered by the audit, the name of 
the firm conducting the audit, and the 
address and business hours where the 
audit may be publicly inspected. (Must 
be accomplished within six months after 
expiration of fiscal year.) (30 ILCS 15/1; 
15/2)

OCTOBER 31
The last day to file annual audit report 
(or financial report if district received 
revenue of less than $850,000) with 
the Comptroller of the State of Illinois 
and county clerk (within six months of 
close of fiscal year) and make a copy 
open to public inspection. Pursuant to 
Public Act 98-1019, beginning with 
fiscal year 2016 those governmental 
units receiving revenue less than 
$850,000 for any fiscal year must also 
provide copies of this annual financial 
report to each member of that 
governmental unit's governing board of 
elected officials and present it either in 
person or by a live phone or web 
connection during a public meeting and 
have the financial report approved by a 
3/5 majority vote. Otherwise, that unit 
must cause an audit of the account to 
be made once every four years in 
addition to filing the annual financial 
report with the Comptroller. Any 
governmental unit receiving revenue of 
$850,000 or more shall, in addition to 
complying with the audit requirements, 
file a financial report on forms required 
by the Comptroller. (50 ILCS 310/2; 
310/3; 310/6)
 
NOTE: Pursuant to 50 ILCS 310/2 and 
310/3, these reports must be submitted 
to the Comptroller electronically unless 
the governmental unit provides the 
Comptroller's Office with sufficient 
evidence that the report cannot be filed 
electronically and the Comptroller 
waives the requirement. 

OCTOBER 31
Update IAPD database with financial 
information from audit report and verify 
accuracy of other information.

NOVEMBER 3
Attend the IAPD Legal Symposium, 
McDonald’s University/Hyatt Lodge, 
Oak Brook

NOVEMBER 2016

NOVEMBER 7
The suggested date to publish notice of 
hearing (Truth in Taxation Law) if the 
district's proposed levy is greater than 
105 percent of last year's extension or 
estimated extension. Must publish not 
more than 14 days, nor less than 7 
days prior to the date of the public 
hearing. Publication date assumes a 
hearing date of November 14-18, 
2016. Pursuant to Public Act 99-367, 
the notice must also be posted on the 
taxing district's website if the taxing 
district has a website that is 
maintained by the full-time staff of the 
taxing district. (35 ILCS 200/18-70; 
200/18-75)

NOTE: The form of the notice is set 
forth in the Truth in Taxation Law. Be 
sure to check special publication 
requirements found in statute. Further, 
any notice that includes information in 
excess of that specified and required by 
the Act shall be considered an invalid 
notice. (35 ILCS 200/18-80)

NOVEMBER 8 
General Election

NOVEMBER 17
Regular November board meeting and 
the suggested date to hold a hearing 
pursuant to the Truth in Taxation Law. 
(35 ILCS 200/18-55 et seq.)

NOVEMBER 17
The suggested date to enact tax levy 
ordinance at the regular meeting 
following the Truth in Taxation hearing 
(if required).

NOVEMBER 29
Last day for appropriate canvassing 
board to canvass the results of 
referenda submitted to the voters at the 
November 8, 2016 General Election. 
(10 ILCS 5/22-17)   

DECEMBER 1
The suggested date to verify that, for 
real estate acquired in 2016, 
appropriate applications have been 
filed to exempt the real estate from real 
estate taxes. (35 ILCS 200/15-5)

DECEMBER 2
(If levy ordinance was enacted on 
November 17, 2016) the last day to 
publish Truth in Taxation notice if levy 
amounts as enacted exceed prior 
published figures, or if levy exceeds 
105 percent of last year's extension 
and there was not prior publication. 
Pursuant to Public Act 99-367, the 
notice must also be posted on the 
taxing district's website if the taxing 
district has a website that is 
maintained by the full-time staff of the 
taxing district.  (Notice must be given 
within 15 days of the date the levy 
ordinance was enacted.) (35 ILCS 
200/18-85)

DECEMBER 2016

DECEMBER 6
The suggested date to confirm that a 
certified copy of the levy ordinance was 
properly filed with the county clerk. 
(70 ILCS 1205/5-1 and 35 ILCS 
200/18-15 require that a certified copy 
of the levy ordinance be filed with the 
county clerk not later than the last 
Tuesday in December.)

DECEMBER 15
The regular December board meeting 
date and suggested date to enact bond 
ordinance for non-referendum bonds to 
be issued prior to the end of calendar 
year. (70 ILCS 1205/6-4)

DECEMBER 27
The suggested date to prepare and file 
with the Supervisor of Assessments the 
annual affidavit/certificate of exempt 
status stating whether there has been a 
change in the ownership or use of the 
district's exempt real estate and the 
nature of any such change to continue 
the exemption of park property from 
real estate taxes. (Last day for filing is 
January 31, 2017.) (35 ILCS 200/15-
10)

DECEMBER 27
The suggested day by which bond 
ordinances should be filed with county 
clerk in order to receive extensions of 
taxes for the payment of principal and 
interest on general obligation bonds or 
limited bonds for 2016 taxes collected 
in 2017. The filing must actually take 
place prior to March 1, 2017. (30 
ILCS 350/16)
  
NOTE: This filing has no relationship to 
the General Tax Levy filed by park 
districts.

DECEMBER 27
In most counties the last day to: (a) file 
certified copy of tax levy ordinance 
with county clerk (70 ILCS 1205/5-1; 
35 ILCS 200/18-15), and (b) file 
board president's certificate of 
compliance with county clerk. (35 ILCS 
200/18-90)
 
NOTE 1: State statutes require a 
certified copy of the tax levy ordinance 
to be filed with the county clerk on or 
before the last Tuesday in December.
 
NOTE 2: State statute requires that all 
local governments file either certificate 
of compliance or a certificate indicating 
the inapplicability of the Truth in 
Taxation Law with the certified copy of 
the tax levy ordinance filed with the 
county clerk.

JANUARY 11
Newly elected members of the General 
Assembly shall convene and organize 
their respective chambers (Illinois 
Constitution Article IV, Sections 5 (a) 
& 6 (b))

JANUARY 2017
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Top Journalist

Best Friend of Illinois Parks – Small 
Business

Best Friend of Illinois Parks – Large 
Business

Intergovernmental Cooperation

Partnership

WCIA, nominated by the Champaign Park 
District
The Journal & Topics Newspapers, 
nominated by Golf Maine Park District

Bloomingdale Bank & Trust, nominated by 
the Bloomingdale Park District
Sola Gratia Farm, nominated by the 
Champaign Park District 
Hawthorn Woods Country Club, nominated 
by the Village of Hawthorn Woods Parks & 
Recreation Department
Graue, Inc., nominated by the Lincoln Park 
District

Enbridge Inc., nominated by the Forest 
Preserve District of Will County 
UTC Aerospace Systems, nominated by the 
Rockford Park District
Vista Health System, nominated by the 
Waukegan Park District  

Chicago Park District with the City of 
Chicago and the Trust for Public Land
Forest Preserves of Cook County with the 
Cal-Sag Trail Coalition 
Wheeling Park District with the Village of 
Wheeling and the Metropolitan Water 
Reclamation District of Greater Chicago

Mundelein Park & Recreation District with 
Vernon Hills Park District 
Rockford Park District with Rockford 
Sharefest
Veterans Park District with Proviso Township 
Mental Health Commission
Wheaton Park District with Play for All 
Playground & Garden Foundation

Helen Doria Arts in the Park

Best Green Practices

Good Sportsmanship

Outstanding Citizen Volunteer of the Year

Board Member Service Anniversary Awards

5 Years of Service

10 Years of Service

Chicago Park District, City of Chicago and The 
Trust for Public Land for The 606
Community Park District of LaGrange Park
Washington Park District

Dolton Park District
Frankfort Park District
Rockford Park District

Mack Hodges, nominated by the Champaign 
Park District 

Aura Duke, nominated by the Forest Preserve 
District of Will County  
Kathleen Garness, nominated by the Forest 
Preserves of Cook County
John & Nancy Slivka, nominated by the 
Glenview Park District
Dr. Bruce Goldberg, nominated by the Palatine 
Park District

Michele Piotrowski, Butterfield Park District

Lina Hovde, Barrington Park District
Jim Lundmark, Barrington Park District
Susan M. Stocks, Bartlett Park District
Jack Schmerer, Buffalo Grove Park District
Jane L. Solon, Champaign Park District
Catherine Mahoney, Downers Grove Park 
District
George Yarzak, Freeport Park District
Anita Michelle Hemp-Anderson, Hazel Crest 
Park District
Bob Haderlein, Homewood-Flossmoor Park 
District
Art Schultz, Jr., Joliet Park District
Jim O'Brien, Park Ridge Park District
Richard (Dick) Volker, Princeton Park District
Karsten Goettel, Saint Charles Park District
David J. Doerhoefer, Vernon Hills Park District
Diana Gunderson, West Chicago Park District
KerryLynn Hunter, West Chicago Park District
Derek T. Gordon, Westchester Park District

Congratulations 
 Illinois Association of Park Districts

2015 Best of the Best Awards Gala Winners

2015

15 Years of Service

20 Years of Service

25 Years of Service

30 Years of Service

35 Years of Service

Agency Anniversary Awards

50 Years

100 Years

Larry Montgomery, Butterfield Park 
District
Michael Kryger, Butterfield Park District
Lisa Saunderson, Butterfield Park District
George P. Longmeyer, Schaumburg Park 
District

Christine H. Garry, Barrington Park 
District
Bob Schaefer, Beardstown Community 
Park District
William Klicka, Mt. Prospect Park District
Robert L. Johnson, Sr., Pleasure Driveway 
and Park District of Peoria
Michael D. Daniels, Schaumburg Park 
District
Jim Jones, West Chicago Park District
Joe Kubal, Woodridge Park District

Becky Jones, Beardstown Community 
Park District
Phil Stanko, Cary Park District

Dominic Luciano, Westchester Park 
District
Larry Kight, Beardstown Community Park 
District
Jack Mahoney, Woodridge Park District

Dennis P. Clower, Channahon Park District
Sandra Smith, Westmont Park District

Butterfield Park District
LeRoy Community Park District
Medinah Park District
River Trails Park District
Roselle Park District
Worth Park District

DuPage County Forest Preserve District
Forest Preserves of Cook County

IAPD’s ninth annual Best of the Best Awards Gala was a night to remember, with more than 250 
guests enjoying an evening of celebration and inspiration.

More than 50 awards were presented to board members, agencies, citizen volunteers, businesses 
and members of the media in recognition of their remarkable contributions to Illinois parks, 

recreation and conservation. Congratulations to all of our Best of the Best Awards Gala winners! 
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Marketing…
A P A R T O F E V E R Y O N E ' S J O B !

By the Bloomingdale Park District Leadership Team:
Carrie A. Fullerton, CPRE, Executive Director
Joe Potts, CPRP, Director of Parks and Planning
Sandy Vangundy, CPRP, Director of Recreation
June Fergus, Director of Finance
Andrea Pindak, Director of Administration

Marketing and communications departments have had a humble, unfairly diminished role in the 
early years of park and recreation agencies considering the powerhouses they have become in 
supporting all that we do. In the past, the marketing department primarily created the brochure, 
posters, flyers and press releases. The technology, social media, business plans, and strategic 
communication had yet to be born or embraced. In today's “highly marketed” environment, 
services, programs, and parks can get lost in all of the world's “communication noise.” It is critical 
that we recognize that the vast majority of ALL that we do has a relationship with marketing and 
communications.

At the Bloomingdale Park District, we have embraced the philosophy that marketing is everyone's 
job. Under the careful watch and leadership of the marketing department we've adopted several key 
strategies to engage and include all of our team members in the marketing mix.  

Read on to learn more about some of the initiatives that each of our departments focuses on to 
support the overall marketing efforts of our agency.
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Recreation Department:

Parks and Facility Operations and Maintenance 
Departments:

Top Twenty More is More Campaign
Created with the assistance of a sales consultant, creative marketing 
techniques are encouraged and rewarded as we get the word out 
about each top twenty program to the targeted markets.

     •  Twenty programs/services are designated each season to be a 
        Top 20 program.
     •  Programs are highlighted in the seasonal brochure with a smiley 
        face as a “staff pick.”
     •  Teams are assigned to promote the designated programs with 
        added attention and care. Teams work closely with the 
        marketing department to creatively promote programs.
     •  The two teams whose programs receive the highest or most 
        increased enrollment/attendance are recognized with a reward 
        designated by the executive director.

Marketing on the Road
Each season our director of marketing and communications organizes 
a “field trip” around town for the recreation programmers. The teams 
visit various agencies around town such as beauty salons, dentists, 
pediatricians, etc… distributing targeted marketing material for 
various programs and services.

Instructor Referrals
This is a program that was developed to encourage front line 
instructors to promote their own programs as well as other programs 
to the public. Instructors have the opportunity to refer patrons (and 
earn incentive prizes) by handing out “referral” cards to participants.  

S.M.I.L.E.
Satisfaction Makes Individuals Leave Excited! The SMILE program 
encourages patrons to come back and register for another program. 
Normally offered to participants when a program is cancelled, patrons 
receive a $10 off SMILE coupon, a travel mug and a smile pin. The 
coupon is redeemable in person at the customer service desk giving 
us the opportunity to make personal contact with patrons.

The perception your parks and facilities create in the minds of your 
guests is the basis upon which they form their opinion of your agency 
and of crucial importance to your marketing efforts.

Park and Facility Use/Rentals
Whether you host athletic tournaments, weddings, corporate retreats, 
or family picnics, the appearance of your facilities and parks must 
meet or exceed your community's expectations. For your marketing 
and recreation departments to lead a successful facility rental/use 
program, the maintenance department plays a critical role in assuring 
return customers and positive references.

Special Events
Special events are a great opportunity to introduce your parks and 
facilities to new customers. Your marketing department has drawn 
the crowd. Your maintenance department helps keep them there and 
hopefully inspires return visits. They do this by ensuring the site is 
well-maintained upon arrival of your visitors and remains clean, safe, 
and attractive throughout the event. Marketing future events and 
attracting people to them gets easier when your guests leave the 
event with positive perceptions of the site.

Capital Projects
Sometimes we carry out our annual or new capital projects without 
ever notifying the people who benefit from them the most! Marketing 
your new/replacement playgrounds or general improvements is an 

important way to convey your agency's commitment to quality parks 
and facilities. Your maintenance and marketing departments need to 
work closely so your residents can be informed of your improvements 
through effective on-site signage and other modes of communication.

Commercial and Residential Real Estate
The most common things we hear buyers are looking for: good 
schools, well-maintained parks and solid medical services. 
Sometimes we lose sight of where parks and recreation fits into the 
community development economic engine. Your marketing 
department and local realtors can develop a mutually beneficial 
relationship if your parks and facilities are safe, clean, attractive, and 
most of all marketable for both!  

The finance department works “behind the scenes” to make sure the 
agency finances are both easy to access and easy to understand. This 
is especially important in this time of uncertainty and general distrust 
of government. The annual reporting of our financial statements on 
our website provides clear, concise, comparable data for the public 
and interested audiences. We strive to provide additional information 
in our Annual Report that is easy to understand and sufficiently 
comprehensive in order to provide a clear picture of our past and 
future financial status. 

Customer service staff are some of our best assets in making positive 
contributions to our marketing efforts. Face to face conversations with 
residents and users of our programs creates a unique environment for 
promoting the many opportunities we provide. 

Ideas for Customer Engagement and Building Relationships
     •  Hire a sales consultant to work with and train your front-line 
        team
     •  Up-sell and promote other programs for same 
        age/gender/interest 
     •  Remind participants of discounts and coupon availability
     •  Offer a free drop-in for first time class participants
     •  Keep your registration software updated to garner new and 
        improved ways to engage your participants
     •  Keep your IT systems updated; i.e. mobile websites, etc. so that 
        it is simple for your customer to stay in touch with you

Department Head Support
     •  Prepare and practice an “elevator speech” on the benefits of            
        participation in agency programs and services
     •  Attend community events: ribbon cuttings, chamber lunches, 
        Lions Club meetings, Rotary Club meetings, participate in 
        Character Counts, etc.
     •  Volunteer as a team at church, local food pantry and other non-
        profits
     •  Speak at IAPD/IPRA and other industry conferences 

Just like picking up litter you see in the parks is everyone's job; 
creating and maintaining a solid agency image is also everyone's job. 
One weak department link equates to a potential loss of sales and 
service. The professionals in the marketing department have a special 
set of skills that allows them to look at the whole agency – everyone 
and everything from a place of connectivity.

As we progress as an industry, it is critical that every department in 
your organization learns to recognize opportunity and view it from a 
connectivity perspective. If recreation, parks, and facilities are the 
revenue engine of an agency, then the marketing department is 
without a doubt the transmission that guides the agency to success 
and everyone needs to be a part of the journey!  

Finance Department

Administration/Front Desk
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Does it really exist? Imagine an advertising medium that has such 
power it provides results almost instantly….A marketing channel so 
effective that it causes internal and external groups to climb over 
each other for a chance to promote their messages….one that has 
the potential to bring in thousands of dollars each month and makes 
the Village and residents happy. 

This year, our full-service fitness center Prairie Stone Sports & 
Wellness Center is tracking at 146% higher than the previous year 
with new membership totals tracking above monthly goals for the last 
8 out of 10 months. Summer ice skating lessons increased 23%, 
hockey programs increased 10%, summer preschool camps increased 
21%, and summer gymnastics programs increased 14%. 

Our once flailing adult basketball program increased the number of 
teams from 30 to 36. Easter brunch reservations sold out a week 
prior to the event, much earlier than in previous years. Our 
foundation golf outing sold out for the first time ever, a week before 
the event. Our Party in the Park event saw record attendance this 
year.

How did we do it? This is the significant impact that four digital LED 
marquee signs have had on our entire park district in 2015. The 
signs expose our park district to new audiences that we previously did 
not have access to: people who do not read our Program Guide or 
receive our email and do not visit our website or facilities.

According to Arbitron's 2009 National In-Car Study, 71% of travelers 
18+ years of age often look at the messages on roadside billboards. 
What's more, today's digital LED screens go far beyond their static 
two-dimensional predecessors providing dynamic programming with 
bright, eye-catching graphics. The potential impact of digital 
billboards is huge. 

And yet, in spite of all these impressive statistics, few parks and 
recreation agencies have capitalized on the effectiveness of 
billboards, presumably due to the price. As park districts, we have 
few programs or facilities where the expense to rent a billboard would 
result in ROI. However, as the owner of the billboard, we have reaped 
the benefits of the medium at the Hoffman Estates Park District 
(HEPD).  

“We saw the value in billboards, and decided to explore owning 
versus renting,” said HEPD executive director Dean Bostrom. “We 
knew if we could overcome the obstacles, we would have a big 
competitive advantage.”

HEPD operates six facilities, four of which are located on state 
highways with very high traffic. These four facilities had outdated, 
block-letter-type marquee signs that displayed only one message at a 
time and had many limitations. The opportunity to build digital 
marquees first presented itself when it was clear that the old signs 
would need to be replaced. 

In November 2014, two larger boards (10x20', 16 millimeter pixel 
LED screen) and two smaller boards (8x16', 16 millimeter pixel LED 
screen) went live with huge illuminated screens displaying a colorful 
new message every 10 seconds. Dynamic features include up-to-the-
minute scheduling that can be dependent on time or temperature. 

As soon as the signs were live, inquiries about advertising poured in. 
“We were flooded with calls,” said Gary Buczkowski, HEPD director 
of planning and development. “The signs brought awareness to the 
park district as an organization that local business owners want to 
associate their brands with. It has resulted in new sponsorship 
relationships for us.”

A D V E R T I S I N G

By Sandy Manisco, Communications & Marketing Superintendent, 
Dean Bostrom, Executive Director & 

Gary Buczkowski, Director of Planning, Hoffman Estates Park District

T H E U N T A P P E D P O T E N T I A L O F 

Billboard 
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However the road to completion was not easy; in the end, it turned 
out to be a seven year process. “Anything worth owning is worth the 
effort to obtain it,” said Bostrom. With that motto in mind, we set out 
to overcome the barriers, both political and financial.

There are three layers of ordinances and legislation restricting 
signage. In 1965 the U.S. Department of Transportation's Highway 
Beautification Act restricted signs on federal roads. State lawmakers 
soon followed with similar laws, as did municipalities. 

Our first step was to amend an existing Village ordinance prohibiting 
electronic billboards and off-site advertising, which was also 
regulated by the state. We succeeded by educating Village officials on 
the benefits that new signage technology provided to the community. 
We created a win-win scenario giving the Village access to the signs 
to promote their events, programs and emergency alerts as a 
giveback to the community and allowing Amber Alerts and emergency 
messages to pre-empt all others. 

“The community giveback element went a long way to ensure the 
success of the project at the Village level,” said Buczkowski. 

We assured Village officials that the primary focus would be to 
promote park district programs and events; as such we agreed that 
advertising would not occupy more than half of the content. 

The next step was to apply for permits from the Illinois Department of 
Transportation because the signs would be located on state highways. 
After months of waiting, the permits were approved. Fortunately, we 
had no federal laws that applied so we set out to overcome our 
second barrier: financing. 

Projected construction costs were considerable at $1.1 million for 
four signs. We began exploring ways to reduce or offset the financial 
capital and operating expenses to fund the project without taxpayer 
dollars.

The signs at the Triphahn Community Center & Ice Arena and the 
Vogelei Park and Barn are located in commercial zones with 
thousands of cars passing daily. Given the marketing appeal of these 
locations, selling off-premise commercial advertising was the most 
obvious solution. 

We understood that the other two signs at Willow Recreation Center 
and Bridges of Poplar Creek Country Club, located in residential 
areas, would not be used for off-premise advertising. As a result, we 
reduced the size of these signs to lower the cost. “Even at the smaller 
size, these signs still have great impact,” said Buczkowski. 

In the end, construction costs totaled $990,000. 

Through a Request for Proposal (RFP) process, an agreement with an 
outside marketing firm was established to sell advertising, manage 
billing, collections and record keeping. The firm earns 20% 
commission. During the RFP process, another firm proposed to build 
the signs and lease them back to us. “That's when we really knew 
there was great potential,” said Bostrom. “But we wanted ownership 
of the signs and the larger percentage of the revenue.” 

Each side of the signs is sold separately at prices ranging from 
$1,200-2,000 per month. Projections suggest a potential of up to 
$350,000 annually in gross revenues from advertising sales alone; 
this figure does not include additional revenue from programs, 
facilities and events.

BARRIERS ABOUND

POLITICAL BARRIERS 

FINANCIAL BARRIERS  

We established a list of advertising categories that we won't accept 
including any company in direct competition with a district program or 
service or one of our major sponsors' competitors. In addition, 
advertising for firearms, alcohol, cigarettes, gambling or anything sexual 
in nature is also not allowed. 

With three entities contributing to content (the park district, the Village 
and the marketing firm) the next question became how to divide the 
time. We established ten 10-second “slots”. The Village has slot #1; 
advertising runs in even slots #2-10; park district content appears on 
odd slots #3-9. Each entity inputs and manages its ads via a web-
based program. 

From the start, advertising revenue was on target to meet revenue 
projections, and aside from a few bumps in the road, continues to 
demonstrate the potential. Overall, the signs have proven to be an 
effective marketing medium that continues to generate advertising 
inquiries. 

“Program managers are always clamoring to get their programs and 
events on the marquees,” said Sandy Manisco, superintendent of 
communications and marketing. “We have to remind them sometimes 
that we have many effective ways to promote programs, but the 
marquee is definitely the coveted channel because they know it works.”

Relations with the Village were good prior, but are now even better. 
“The signs have facilitated an even more cohesive relationship with the 
Village,” said Bostrom. “Nine out of ten of the residents have been 
happy with the signs, too. It's been a win-win-win for everyone.”

MANAGING THE TIME

THE RESULTS

BY THE NUMBERS SIDEBAR:
     •  Construction Costs $990,000 million 
     •  Annual Gross Revenue Projections: 
       $98,000-350,000 
     •  Years to Replacement 10-12 

Average commute time in Hoffman Estates 
is 29 minutes

Demographics within a 10 minute drive: 
     •  Population: 150,783 
     •  Median Household Income: $76,353 
     •  Fees spent on Participant Sports: $9,665,776 
     •  Fees spent on Recreational Lessons: $10,180,020

Statistics on Each Sign:
     •  Sign 1: Vogelei Park – Golf & Higgins Roads 
        (20 million annual impressions) 
     •  Sign 2: Triphahn Center & Ice Arena – Higgins Road 
        (11 million annual impressions)
     •  Sign 3: Bridges of Poplar Creek Country Club – Golf Road 
        (16.3 million annual impressions)
     •  Sign 4: Willow Recreation Center – Algonquin Road 
        (8.9 million annual impressions) 

First Year Results:
146% Increase in memberships at Prairie Stone Sports & Wellness Center
23% increase in summer Figure Skating lessons 
21% increase in Summer Preschool Camps
14% increase in Summer Gymnastics programs
10% increase in Hockey programs 
Adult Basketball increased teams 30 to 36 teams
SOLD OUT Foundation Golf Outing
SOLD OUT Easter Brunch
RECORD ATTENDANCE Party in the Park



w w w . i p r a o n l i n e . c o m2 2   I l l i n o i s P a r k s & R e c r e a t i o n  

Re
brand
ing to Create Buzz and Revenue 

In November 2014, the Rockford Park District completed a two-month renovation of Sapora Playworld, a multi-level 
indoor play area located inside Carlson Ice Arena in Loves Park, IL. Rockford Park District’s marketing department 
used the time leading up to the big reveal to re-invent the brand and create a very extensive re-opening marketing 
campaign. Sapora Playworld is a high-energy place where kids can laugh, run, slide, jump and have fun. Our 
marketing department strived to incorporate those facility qualities into every aspect of the re-branding process from 
marketing messages to logo design, every piece was creative and colorful. 

Sapora Playworld opened in 1997 and provides three levels of fun for children ages 5-12, and a Tiny Tots area for 
little ones four and under. Sapora Playworld was named in honor of Dr. Allen Sapora, who was a major advocate of 
recreation education and research. In the 1950s, Dr. Sapora conducted a study to compare Rockford recreational 
facilities and opportunities to those in the state and nation. Dr. Sapora believed that parks enhance the community, 
and recreational programming raises the quality of life by strengthening families and reducing crime. Dr. Sapora 
passed away in 2004.  

by Denise Delanty, Rockford Park District Marketing and Communications Manager & 
Laura Gibbs-Green, Rockford Park District Public Relations Manager 

Personality of a Facility Can Be the Inspiration for Marketing Message
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Construction began in September 2014 as crews took apart the old 
play structure in order to install new padding throughout the entire 
facility.  Renovation highlights include adding the following features 
and amenities: 
     • Triple Wave Slide
     • Tots Multi-Unit Play Area
     • Big Ball Room and Sit-n-Spin
     • Two giant pogo sticks
     • Updated party rooms
     • New benches and seating
     • New rubber flooring
     • New changing stations
     • New color scheme and logo

“Sapora Playworld is a safe and secure environment where kids can 
be active, develop social skills, make new friends, and just play! The 
renovations allowed us to add new amenities, and enhance the 
experience for both kids and parents. We even did a lot of behind the 
scenes improvements, things guests might not visibly see such as UV 
Air Purification system, the first of its kind in the district,” said Amy 
McIntyre, Sapora Playworld operations manager.

The new brand communicated that Sapora Playworld is a fun, and 
high-energy place that is "a world of fun where kids 12 and under 
rule the world." This message was selected to attract the desired 
customer demographic - kids 12 and under. The creative team kept 
the word "world" in the messaging, which was also part of the 
facility's name. Consistent messaging was achieved by maintaining 
and integrating this messaging across a multi-media marketing 
platform including: radio, television, newspaper, postcards, 
newsletters, web site,  social media channels and even a marketing 
partnership with Pepsi. The new logo, color scheme, and Rocky the 
Bear character were incorporated in the re-design of the facility as 
well as into all marketing elements. The three main colors used in the 
logo were taken straight from the playground structure, including wall 
paint and floor tiles. The typeface “Populaire” was chosen for it’s 
playful, hand-drawn quality, and certain letters were tweaked to 
create a maze of beginning and end points, just like Playworld itself. 
The illustrated characters which were all hand drawn in-house thanks 
to Nathan McDonald, a very talented Rockford Park District graphic 
designer. The characters were done from the same hand-drawn style 
as the typeface and were meant to depict animals from different parts 
of the world in reference to “world” in the Playworld name. Along 
with the logo, Nathan incorporated the characters and new tag line 
into staff tshirts, placemats, birthday party invitations, signage, and 
event giveaways. 

The marketing campaign's overall message was to inform the public 
that the 18-year-old facility was "new and improved" with a 
remodeled play area and a cool new Tiny Tots area. We selected a 
multi-media approach of communication to convey the message of 
Sapora's new remodel to ensure that many people in the Rockford 

Reviving the Brand

Grand Re-Opening Marketing Plan 

and surrounding communities were aware of the positive 
enhancements to this facility. Each media selected was used for it's 
strengths. We utilized strong reach mediums such as TV, radio, and 
newspaper, targeted mediums including direct mail, posters, and our 
school newsletter. In addition, we also utilized our web site and social 
media channels, a news release to reach the media, and partnered 
with Pepsi to further extend our communication reach. 

The grand re-opening campaign included the following elements:
     •  News release – sent to local media outlets
     •  Direct mail – postcard sent to 250 local dignitaries and special 
         guests
     •  :30 radio spot – featured mascot Rocky the Bear’s voice; aired 
         on B-103FM
     •  :30 TV commercial – ran on local NBC affiliate WREX 
         Channel 13
     •  Print ads – published in two local newspapers
     •  Posters – posted at Sapora and Rockford Park District Customer  
         Service 
     •  E-blast - Sent to over 7,000 people
     •  Facebook/Twitter - promoted heavily on social media
     •  Web site – created a special web site slider;posted on home page 
         and linked to Sapora’s web page, which was also revamped with 
         new logos, a 360 virtual tour, and updated pricing and discount 
         information
     •  School newsletter – featured story in District's school newsletter 
         distributed to over 30,000 students
     •  Pepsi® promotion – Pepsi provided can panel coupons, on-pack 
         coupons, and signage on their delivery trucks during November 
         and December

The marketing campaign was not only extremely successful in creating 
awareness, but it also was responsible for increasing revenue and 
attendance goals by 62%. Success was measured by the number of 
admissions and revenue generated during the campaign which resulted 
in admissions being up by more than 3,000 compared to the same 
period in 2013, and revenue was up more than $17,000.  Attendance 
and revenue continue to increase as a result of this campaign including 
birthday parties and private rentals.  The marketing campaign created a 
new perception of Sapora Playworld from an outdated indoor play area, 
to a bright, fun, new, and exciting place for kids 12 and under to have 
fun. The renovations were completed just in time as the winter of 
2014/2015 was extremely cold and snowy which means kids often are 
less active. Parents made comments to the Rockford Park District about 
how nice it is to have a warm place where their kids can play, explore, 
and exercise in a safe, secure, soft play structure. The Rockford Park 
District believes that the benefits of “play” are endless and that 
everyone deserves the chance to play. Recreation is vital to people’s 
health and well-being, and plays an important role in a balanced, 
healthy lifestyle. Sapora Playworld helps teach kids to run, climb, 
jump, spin, crawl, explore, and make new friends. Kids leave with a 
smile on their face and parents are just as happy since they know their 
kids learned a lot while playing. There is a saying that goes, 
“Everything you need to know about life starts on the playground” but 
in our case it’s Sapora Playworld!

Consistent messaging was achieved by maintaining and integrating this 
messaging across a multi-media marketing platform including: radio, television, 
newspaper, postcards, newsletters, web site,  social media channels and even a 

marketing partnership with Pepsi.
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Morton Grove Park District 
Welcomes New Executive 
Director, Jeffrey Wait
An experienced and enthusiastic leisure services 
professional, Jeffrey Wait has 18 years of 
experience managing community programs, 
projects and initiatives that enhance quality of 
life through recreational opportunities.  

Jeffrey holds a master's degree in public 
administration from the University of Illinois at 

Chicago; and master's and bachelor's degrees in recreation administration 
from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  As a graduate 
student at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Jeffrey was one 
of the first five student directors of the Illinois Rural Recreation 
Development Project, providing recreational programs and activities to 
rural communities in Illinois.  Jeffrey also had the honor of serving 
members of the United States military and their families through the 
Navy's Morale, Welfare and Recreation Department. Additionally, he has 
held positions at award-winning park districts and a city department 
around the Chicago area. 

A native of Urbana, Illinois, Jeffrey spent much of his childhood enjoying 
Urbana Park District programs and facilities which inspired him to become 
a leisure services professional.  He is also a proud husband, and father to 
two active children.

John C. Potts 
Awarded 
Prestigious Pugsley 
Medal
John C. Potts, former director 
of the Champaign County 
Forest Preserve District, has 
been awarded the Honorable 
Cornelius Amory Pugsley 
Medal, the most prestigious 

award recognizing outstanding contributions to the 
promotion and development of public parks in the 
United States.

Potts was with the CCFPD from 1992 to 2003, during 
which time the district added the River Bend Forest 
Preserve, developed its first master plan, and expanded 
its educational programming. Prior to this he was a 
long-time employee of the Peoria Park District, where he 
was chief of park police and then director of parks and 
planning for 15 years.

In 2005, while just settling in to retirement, he 
volunteered to help the American Red Cross after the 
devastation of Hurricane Katrina. What started out as 
answering phones evolved into being deployed to the 
Mississippi coastal areas for more than a month. He has 
since been deployed 16 times over the past 10 years to 
national disaster areas that included those affected by 
forest fires, tornadoes, hurricanes and floods. He is 
currently the regional lead for government liaison for 78 
counties in Illinois, Missouri and Iowa and the volunteer 
counterpart to the regional disaster director.

Potts was a charter faculty member of the National 
Parks & Recreation Administration Directors School, 
which is now in its ninth year. The American Academy 
Foundation established a scholarship in his name. 
Affectionately called “The Pottsie” it supports two 
outstanding first-year attendees of the school.

In Memoriam
This year, we lost a park legend. More than that – 
a true representation of what it means to be a 
community. On September 15, 2015, Robert 
Toalson passed away at the age of 83. 

Robert graduated from the University of Kansas 
with a degree in political science in 1954. Upon 
graduation, he served in the U.S. Marine Corps as 
a commissioned officer from 1954 to 1957. 
Following his military service, he received a 
master's degree in park and recreation 

administration from Indiana University in 1958.

After completing a year as an intern in the Philadelphia park system, he 
moved to Oak Park, where he served as director of recreation for 11 years. 
In 1970, Robert became general manager of the Champaign Park District. 
Under his leadership, the National Park and Recreation Association's Gold 
Medal for Excellence was awarded once to Oak Park and three times to the 
Champaign Park District. In both Oak Park and Champaign, he was 
awarded the title Outstanding Citizen. During his career, Robert served as 
president of the Illinois Park and Recreation Society, president of the 
National Recreation and Park Association and founding member and 
president of the Academy for Parks and Recreation Administration. 

Robert was a visionary and leader, and was very passionate about 
Champaign Park District and the people he served. Robert Toalson will be 
missed.

Want to submit news from your 
agency for People & Places?
E-mail information and jpegs to 
editorialdept@ILparks.org.  Jpegs should be 300 dpi 
at about 2 inches tall. 

Want to Read More? 
Keep up with the latest milestones, new hires, 
promotions and award winners in the Illinois park and 
recreation industry online. Visit our website, 
www.ILparks.org, and click on the Publications tab on 
the left. Select IP&R Magazine and then People and 
Places.
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Three From Illinois Elected to the American
Academy for Park and Recreation 
Administration
Mike Clark, executive director of the Palatine Park District; Carrie Fullerton, 
executive director of the Bloomingdale Park District; and Arnold Randall, 
general superintendent of the Forest Preserves of Cook County have been 
elected to the American Academy for Park and Recreation Administration. 
They were inducted recently at the Academy's Annual Meeting during the 
National Recreation and Park Association Congress in Las Vegas, Nevada.

The Academy is a group of distinguished practitioners and educators who are 
leaders in the field of park and recreation. They must have served for at least 
15 years in a high level of administration in a park and recreation agency or 
as a recognized educator in parks and recreation administration, or they 
must manage a park and recreation department for an agency with a 
population of more than 500,000. 

More information on the Academy as well as additional biographical 
information on Clark, Fullerton and Randall is availabl

 

Michael Clark, CPRP, MBA is the executive director 
of the Palatine Park District in Palatine, IL. Palatine 
Park District serves a population of approximately 
83,000 residents and is a northwest suburb of the 
Chicagoland area. Palatine employs 75 full-time 
employees and has an annual budget of $22 
million. Mike is a graduate, board member and 
instructor of the Indiana University Executive 
Development Program. He has an undergraduate 
degree from Illinois State University in park and 
recreation administration and earned his MBA from 
the Lake Forest Graduate School of Management. 
Mike also is a graduate from the NRPA Revenue 
Sources Management School.

Carrie A. Fullerton, CPRE has over 20+ years of 
diverse experience in the field of parks and 
recreation, and currently serves as the executive 
director of the Bloomingdale Park District.

She has also served as the director of parks and 
recreation for the Village of Hinsdale, 
superintendent of special facilities for the Wheaton 
Park District, as division manager of facilities for the 
Schaumburg Park District, as the adult 

education/recreation coordinator for the Wheaton Park District, and as a 
facility manager/program supervisor for four different facilities with the 
Schaumburg Park District. Carrie holds both bachelor's and master's degrees 
in leisure studies (now known as the Department of Recreation, Sport and 

Tourism) from the University of Illinois with an 
emphasis on program management and 
administration.  She also holds an associate's 
degree in cardiac technology.

Arnold L. Randall is the general superintendent of 
the Forest Preserves of Cook County and is 
responsible for the day-to-day management of the 
nation's oldest and largest forest preserve system. 
He was appointed to this position by Forest 
Preserves Board President Toni Preckwinkle in 
December 2010. 

Key highlights of his tenure include an increased 
focus on restoring and protecting Cook County's most precious natural areas; 
the development and execution of strategic plans, including camping, 
recreation, trails and habitat restoration; the launch of a multi-year 
Centennial celebration to bring new and diverse audiences to the Preserves; 
and expanding the Preserves' important role in the scientific and academic 
communities.

e at www.aapra.org. 

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

Bruce Larson of Urbana passed 
away on September 30, 2015. Bruce 
served 42 years as a commissioner of 
the Urbana Park District and was board 
chairman for 33 years. His strong focus 
on environmental education was the 
force behind the 1979 opening of the 
Anita Purves Nature Center. Bruce was 
actively involved with land acquisition 
and helped to increase the number of 
parks in Urbana from six to more than 
twenty. His enthusiasm and dedication 

to the field of parks and recreation was duly recognized in 1992 
with the Commissioner of the Year award for demonstrating the 
highest example of community service, personal integrity and 
ingenuity. He was the founder of the Urbana Parks Foundation 
and in 2014 the Urbana Park District named a park in honor of 
his 42 years of service to the park district.

Bruce served on the IAPD Board of Trustees from 1976 to 1978 
and from 1990 to 1998, and served as board president in 
1996. In 1978, while serving on the IAPD Constitutional 
Bylaws Committee, he was the major revision author of the state 
association's bylaws. Bruce dedicated his time and great 
personal talents to numerous IAPD committees. In 1997 he 
served as chairman of the IAPD History Task Force and was 
instrumental in researching and documenting the association's 
70-year history. Bruce was the founding chairman of the Illinois 
Parks Association Risk Services (IPARKS) Committee, the risk 
management insurance pool of Illinois park districts, and was an 
integral member of the committee from 1991 to 2009.

Frank “Moe” Duis, 87, the city of 
Sterling's first parks director, passed 
away at CGH Medical Center. When 
Frank took the helm at Sterling Park 
District, there were no facilities, only 
land. Now the park district's most 
recognizable building bears his name – 
a tribute to the growth of the system 
during his nearly 40 years there, 23 as 
its leader.

Frank actually holds the distinction of 
being both the first part- and full-time director. A teacher and 
track coach at Challand Middle School, he also ran recreational 
programs for the park district during the summers. In 1965, the 
park district board made him the full-time director, the first of 
only three in the organization's history.

“He had an unbelievable work ethic, and he was still teaching 
when he was a part-time director,” said Pete Dillon, a longtime 
friend and colleague. “As the scope of the job grew, he finally 
quit teaching and worked full time as parks director.”

 “He played a big role in acquiring the old Newman football field 
where the junior tackle games are played,” Dillon said. “He was 
a tremendous track coach, who was very dedicated to the kids.” 
“He was outgoing, and seemed to always know what people 
wanted,” Dillon said. “He was so detail-oriented that people had 
confidence that he could pull off anything he tackled.”
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CHARLES VINCENT GEORGE 
ARCHITECTS
Bruce George
1245 E. Diehl Road, 
Suite 101
Naperville, IL 60563
630-357-2023 PH
630-357-2662 FX
bgeorge@cvgarchitects.com
www.cvgarchitects.com

DEWBERRY ARCHITECTS 
INC.
Daniel Atilano
25 S. Grove Ave., Ste. 500
Elgin, IL 60120
847-841-0571 PH
847-695-6579 FX
datilano@dewberry.com 
www.dewberry.com 

DLA ARCHITECTS
Dave Dillon
Two Pierce Place
Suite 1300
Itasca, IL 60143
847-742-4063 PH
847-742-9734 FX
d.dillon@dla-ltd.com
www.dla-ltd.com

DLA ARCHITECTS
Lou Noto 
Two Pierce Place
Suite 1300
Itasca, IL 60143
847-742-4063 PH
847-742-9734 FX
l.noto@dla-ltd.com
www.dla-ltd.com

ERIKSSON ENGINEERING 
ASSOCIATES
Michael Renner
145 Commerce Drive, Suite A
Grayslake, IL 60030
847-223-4804 PH
847-223-4864 FX
mrenner@eea-ltd.com
www.eea-ltd.com 

ESI CONSULTANTS, LTD.
Joseph Chiczewski
1979 N. Mill Street, 
Suite 100
Naperville, IL 60563
630-420-1700 PH
630-420-1733
jchiczewski@esiltd.com
www.esiltd.com

FARNSWORTH GROUP, INC.
Christine Kleine
7707 N. Knoxville Ave., 
Suite 100
Peoria, IL 61614
309-689-9888 PH
309-689-9820 FX
ckleine@f-w.com 
www.f-w.com 

GOVERNMENTAL 
ACCOUNTING, INC.
James Howard
1835 Tweed Road
Inverness, IL 60067
847-991-3909 PH
847-991-3138 FX
mrjrhoward@hotmail.com 
www.gaicpas.com 

LAUTERBACH & AMEN, LLP
Ron Amen
27W457 Warrenville Rd.
Warrenville, IL 60555
630-393-1483 PH
630-393-2516 FX
ramen@lauterbachamen.com 
www.lauterbachamen.com 

SIKICH LLP
Fred Lantz
1415 W. Diehl Rd., Suite 400
Naperville, IL 60563
630-566-8400 PH
630-566-8401 FX
flantz@sikich.com
www.sikich.com 

AMERICAN RED CROSS
Theresa Rees
2200 West Harrison
Chicago, IL 60612
312-729-6174 PH
theresa.rees@redcross.org
www.redcross.org

AQUA PURE ENTERPRISES
Thomas Todner
1404 Joliet Rd., Suite A
Romeoville, IL 60406
630-771-1310 PH
630-771-1301 FX
tom@aquapure-il.com 
www.aquapure-il.com 

HALOGEN SUPPLY 
COMPANY, INC.
Rich Hellgeth
4653 W. Lawrence Ave.
Chicago, IL 60630-2532
773-286-6300 PH
773-286-1024 FX
rhellgeth@halogensupply.com 
www.halogensupply.com 

SPEAR CORPORATION
Sam Blake
PO Box 3
Roachdale, IN 46172
800-642-6640 PH
765-522-1702 FX
sblake@spearcorp.com
www.spearcorp.com

ACCOUNTANTS

AQUATICS

FGM ARCHITECTS
John Dzarnowski
1211 W. 22nd St.
Oak Brook, IL 60523
630-574-8300 PH
630-574-9292 FX
johnd@fgmarchitects.com 
www.fgmarchitects.com 

GEWALT-HAMILTON 
ASSOC., INC.
Tom Rychlik
625 Forest Edge Dr.
Vernon Hills, IL 60061-3105
847-478-9700 PH
847-478-9701 FX
trychlik@gha-engineers.com 
www.gha-engineers.com 

HR GREEN
Dave Reitz
420 N. Front St., Suite 100
McHenry, IL 60050
815-385-1778 PH
815-385-1781 FX
dreitz@hrgreen.com
www.hrgreen.com

NAGLE HARTRAY 
ARCHITECTURE
Eric Penney
55 West Wacker Drive, 
Suite 302
Chicago, IL 60601
312-425-1000 PH
312-425-1001 FX
epenney@naglehartray.com
www.naglehartray.com 

STANTEC 
Jim Maland
2335 Hwy 36 West
St. Paul, MN 55113
651-636-4600 x4900 PH
651-636-1311 FX
jim.maland@stantec.com 
www.stantec.com 

STUDIO 222 ARCHITECTS
Tim Schmitt
222 S. Morgan St., Suite 4B
Chicago, IL 60607
312-850-4970 PH
312-850-4978 FX
tschmitt@
studio222architects.com
www.studio222architects.com

VANTAGEPOINT 
ENGINEERING
Ken Chastain
18311 North Creek Drive
Suite F
Tinley Park, IL 60477
708-478-4004 PH
kenc@vpeng.com
http://VantagePoint.engineering

WATER TECHNOLOGY, INC.
Camille Pearson
100 Park Avenue
Beaver Dam, WI 53916
920-887-7375 PH
920-887-7999 FX
cpearson@wtiworld.com
www.wtiworld.com 

WIGHT & COMPANY
Bob Ijams
2500 N. Frontage Rd.
Darien, IL 60561
630-739-6703 PH
630-969-7979 FX
rijams@wightco.com
www.wightco.com

WILLIAMS ARCHITECTS, 
LTD.
500 Park Boulevard, 
Suite 800
Itasca, IL 60143
630-221-1212 PH
630-221-1220 FX
williams@williams-
architects.com
www.williams-architects.com

W-T ENGINEERING, INC.
Troy Triphahn
2675 Pratum Ave.
Hoffman Estates, IL 
60192-3703
224-293-6333 PH
224-293-6444 FX
troy.triphahn@
wtengineering.com 
www.wtengineering.com

ANCEL GLINK DIAMOND
BUSH DICIANNI & 
KRAFTHEFER
Robert Bush
140 South Dearborn Street
Chicago, IL 60603
312-782-7606 PH
312-782-0943 FX
rbush@ancelglink.com 
www.ancelglink.com 

BROOKS, TARULIS, 
SCHAFFER 
& TIBBLE, LLC
Rick Tarulis
101 N. Washington Street
Naperville, IL 60540
630-355-2101 PH
630-355-7843 FX
rtarulis@napervillelaw.com 
www.napervillelaw.com

CHAPMAN AND CUTLER
Lynda Given
111 W. Monroe St.
Chicago, IL 60603-4080
312-845-3814 PH
312-576-1814 FX
given@chapman.com 
www.chapman.com 

ATTORNEYS

FRANCZEK RADELET P.C.
Chris Johlie
300 S. Wacker Drive, 
Suite 3400
Chicago, IL 60606
312-786-6152 PH
312-986-9192 FX
caj@franczek.com
www.franczek.com

HERVAS, CONDON & 
BERSANI, P.C.
Michael Bersani
333 Pierce Road, Suite 195
Itasca, IL 60143
630-773-4774 PH
630-773-4851 FX
mbersani@hcbattorneys.com
www.hcbattorneys.com

HODGES, LOIZZI, 
EISENHAMMER, 
RODICK & KOHN LLC
Robert Kohn
3030 W. Salt Creek Ln., 
Ste. 202
Arlington Heights, IL 
60005-5002
847-670-9000 PH
847-670-7334 FX
rkohn@hlerk.com
www.hlerk.com

LAW OFFICE OF GINA 
MADDEN
Gina Madden
15850 New Avenue, 
Suite 114
Lemont, IL 60439
630-247-8006 PH
gmaddenlaw@gmail.com

ROBBINS SCHWARTZ
Kathleen Elliott
Guy C. Hall
55 West Monroe Street, 
Suite 800
Chicago, IL 60603
312-332-7760 PH
312-332-7768 FX
kelliott@robbins-schwartz.com
ghall@robbins-schwartz.com
www.robbins-schwartz.com

SHANAHAN & SHANAHAN 
LLP
Jimmy Shanahan
230 West Monroe, 
Suite 2620
Chicago, IL 60606
312-263-0610 PH
312-263-0611 FX
jdshanahan@
lawbyshanahan.com
www.lawbyshanahan.com 

An        represents a donation to Friends of Illinois Parksf
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FREDERICK QUINN CORP.
Tom Lena
103 South Church Street
Addison, IL 60101
630-628-8500 PH
630-628-8595 FX
tlena@fquinncorp.com
www.fquinncorp.com

HENRY BROS CO.
Marc Deneau

th9821 S. 78  Ave.
Hickory Hills, IL 60457
708-430-5400 PH
708-430-8262 FX
info@henrybros.com 
www.henrybros.com 

LAMP INCORPORATED
Ian Lamp
PO Box 865
Elgin, IL 60121-0865
847-741-7220 PH
847-741-9677 FX
ilamp@lampinc.com
www.lampinc.com 

LEOPARDO COMPANIES, 
INC.
Leigh McMillen
5200 Prairie Stone Parkway
Hoffman Estates, IL 60192
847-783-3816 PH
847-783-3817 FX
lamcmillen@leopardo.com
www.leopardo.com 

NORWALK CONCRETE 
INDUSTRIES
Scott Kinnamon
80 Commerce Drive
Norwalk, OH 44857
800-733-3624 PH
419-663-0627 FX
skinn@nciprecast.com
www.nciprecast.com

V3 COMPANIES
Ed Fitch
7325 Janes Ave.
Woodridge, IL 60517
630-729-6329 PH
630-724-9202 FX
efitch@v3co.com 
www.v3co.com

ENERGY RESOURCES 
CENTER, UNIVERSITY OF 
IL AT CHICAGO
Salvatore Rinaldi
1309 S. Halsted Street 
(MC 156)
Chicago, IL 60607
312-996-2554 PH
312-996-5620 FX
samr@uic.edu
www.erc.uic.edu 

ENERGY 
MANAGEMENT

SEVEN UTILITY 
MANAGEMENT 
CONSULTANTS
Dale Snyder
7704 Oakridge Rd.
North Little Rock, AR 72116
501-835-3142 PH
866-546-8561 FX
dsnyder@sevenutility.com 
www.sevenutility.com

TRANE
Ed Harding
7100 S. Madison
Willowbrook, IL 60527
630-400-4358 PH
etharding@trane.com
www.trane.com

MATRIX FITNESS
Neala Endre
1600 Landmark Drive
Cottage Grove, WI 53527
773-919-7370 PH
608-839-6027 FX
neala.endre@matrixfitness.com
www.matrixfitness.com

EHLERS & ASSOCIATES INC.
Steve Larson
550 Warrenville Rd. 
Suite 220
Lisle, IL 60532-4311
630-271-3330 PH
630-271-3369 FX
slarson@ehlers-inc.com 
www.ehlers-inc.com 

MESIROW FINANCIAL, INC.
Todd Krzyskowski
353 North Clark Street 
9th Floor
Chicago, IL 60654
312-595-7842 PH
312-595-6988 FX
mobile (708) 204-4973
tkrzyskowski@
mesirowfinancial.com
www.mesirowfinancial.com

ROBERT W. BAIRD
John Piemonte
300 East 5th Avenue
Naperville, IL 60523
630-778-2633 PH
630-778-9179 FX
jpiemonte@rwbaird.com 
www.rwbaird.com

EXERCISE 
EQUIPMENT

FINANCE

TRESSLER LLP
Steven Adams
Willis Tower, 22nd Floor
Chicago, IL 60606
312-627-4168 PH
312-627-1717 FX
sadams@tresslerllp.com 
www.tsmp.com 

SSCI – BACKGROUND 
CHECKS
Chris Goodman
1853 Piedmont Rd.
Suite 100
Marietta, GA 30066
866-996-7412 PH
cgoodman@ssci2000.com
www.ssci2000.com

GOLD MEDAL PRODUCTS 
CO.
Matt Loew
450 N. York Rd.
Bensenville, IL 60106
800-767-5352 PH
630-860-5980 FX
mloew@gmpopcorn.com
www.goldmedalchicago.com

CORPORATE 
CONSTRUCTION 
SERVICES
Michael Rink or Douglas Rink
1323 Butterfield Rd., Suite 
110
Downers Grove, IL 60515
630-271-0500 PH
630-271-0505 FX
ccs@corporateconstruction
services.com
www.corporateconstruction
services.com

E. COONEY 
ASSOCIATES, INC.
Ed Cooney PhD., P.E.
359 Webster Ave.
Elmhurst, IL 60126
630-834-0754 PH
630-834-1528 FX
ed@ecooney.com 
www.ecooney.com 

BACKGROUND 
CHECKS

CONCESSION 
EQUIPMENT 
& SUPPLIES

CONSTRUCTION 
MANAGEMENT
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SPEER FINANCIAL, INC.
David Phillips
One North LaSalle, Suite 4100
Chicago, IL 60602
312-780-2280 PH
312-346-8833 FX
dphillips@speerfinancial.com 
www.speerfinancial.com 

FLOORS INCORPORATED
Steve Fantuzzi or Dave Byrnes
1341 Cobblestone Way
Woodstock, IL 60098
815-338-6566 PH
815-338-6679 FX
sfantuzzi@floorsinc-illinois.com
dbyrnes@floorsinc-illinois.com
www.floorsinc-illinois.com 

SPORT COURT MIDWEST
Patrick Walker
747 Church Rd, Suite G10
Elmhurst, IL 60126
630-350-8652 PH
630-350-8657 FX
info@courtofsport.com 
www.courtofsport.com 

OAK LAWN PARKS 
FOUNDATION
c/o J. Quinn Mucker Ltd.
5210 W. 95th St., Ste. 200
Oak Lawn, IL 60453
708-425-1800 PH
708-425-2007 FX

THE GALENA TERRITORY 
ASSOCIATION, INC.
Sue Young
2000 Territory Dr.
Galena, IL 61036
815-777-8272 PH
815-777-9194 FX
gtarec@thegalenaterritory.com
www.thegalenaterritory.com

HILTON CHICAGO
John G. Wells
720 South Michigan Avenue
Chicago, IL 60605
312-922-4400 PH
312-431-6940 FX
john.wells@hilton.com
www.hiltonchicago.com 

HYATT REGENCY CHICAGO
Sarah Welsch
151 E. Wacker Dr.
Chicago, IL 60601
312-239-4559 PH
sarah.welsch@hyatt.com 
www.chicagoregency.hyatt.com

FLOORING

FOUNDATIONS

HOSPITALITY

INSURANCE

INVESTMENTS

ILLINOIS PARKS ASSOCIATION 
RISK SERVICES (IPARKS)
Eddie Wood
2000 W. Pioneer Parkway
Suite 25
Peoria, IL 61615
800-692-9522 PH
309-692-9602 FX
ewood@bfgroup.com 
www.bfgroup.com 

ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF 
CENTRAL MANAGEMENT 
SERVICES
Diann Reed
201 E. Madison, Suite 3B
Springfield, IL 62702
217-524-1227 PH
217-524-7541 FX
diann.reed@illinois.gov 

PARK DISTRICT RISK 
MANAGEMENT AGENCY 
(PDRMA)
Brett Davis
2033 Burlington Avenue
Lisle, IL 60532
630-769-0332 PH
630-769-0449 FX
bdavis@pdrma.org 
www.pdrma.org 

ILLINOIS METROPOLITAN 
INVESTMENT FUND
Laura Allen
1220 Oak Brook Road
Oak Brook, IL 60523
630-571-0480 PH
630-571-0484 FX
lallen@investimet.com 
www.investimet.com 

PFM ASSET MANAGEMENT LLC
Jeffrey K. Schroeder
222 N. LaSalle, Suite 910
Chicago, IL 60601
312-523-2423 PH
312-977-1570 FX
schroederj@pfm.com
www.pfm.com 

PMA FINANCIAL NETWORK, 
INC. 
Courtney Soesbe

th2135 Citygate Ln., 7  Floor
Naperville, IL 60563
630-657-6421 PH
630-718-8710 FX
csoesbe@pmanetwork.com
www.pmanetwork.com 

f
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS

TRANSPORTATION

VIDEOGRAPHY

ACCESS ONE
Ryan Yakos

th820 W. Jackson, 6  Floor
Chicago, IL 60607
312-441-9901 PH
ryakos@accessoneinc.com
www.accessoneinc.com

CALL ONE
Bob Kintz
225 W. Wacker Drive, 8th Floor
Chicago, IL 60606
312-496-6693 PH
312-681-8301 FX
www.callone.com 
rkintz@callone.com

BEST BUS SALES
Robert L. Zimmerman
1216 Rand Road
Des Plaines, IL 60016
847-297-3177 PH
847-789-8592 FX
rob@bestbussales.com
www.bestbussales.com
 
MIDWEST TRANSIT 
EQUIPMENT
Tom Boldwin
146 W. Issert Dr.
Kankakee, IL 60901
815-933-2412 PH
815-933-3966 FX
tom.boldwin@midwesttransit.com 
www.midwesttransit.com 

JAFFE FILMS, INC.
Greg Bizzaro
6135 River Bend Drive
Lisle, IL 60532
630-730-3777 PH
630-353-0887 FX

GOODMARK NURSERIES LLC
Michael Scheitz
8920 Howe Rd.
Wonder Lake, IL 60097
815-653-9293 PH
815-728-0977 FX
mike.scheitz@
goodmarknurseries.com 
www.goodmarknurseries.com

HOMER INDUSTRIES, LLC
Todd Hahn
14000 S. Archer Ave.
Lockport, IL 60441
815-838-0863 PH
815-838-0863 FX
ToddHahn@homertree.com
www.homerindustries.com 

MCGINTY BROS., INC. 
LAWN AND TREE CARE
Brian McGinty
3744 E. Cuba Rd.
Long Grove, IL 60047
847-438-5161 PH
847-438-1883 FX
brian@mcgintybros.com 
www.mcgintybros.com 

THE MULCH CENTER
James Seckelmann
21457 Milwaukee Ave.
Deerfield, IL 60015
847-459-7200 PH
847-229-0219 FX
jim@mulchcenter.com
www.mulchcenter.com

MUSCO SPORTS LIGHTING, 
INC.
Doug Miller
3380 Lacrosse Ln, Suite 103
Naperville, IL 60564
630-290-9588 PH
800-374-6402 FX
doug.miller@musco.com
www.musco.com 

CUNNINGHAM RECREATION
Renee Beard
2135 City Gate Ln., Ste. 300
Naperville, IL 60563
800-942-1062 PH
630-554-3750 FX
renee@cunninghamrec.com
www.cunninghamrec.com 

HOWARD L. WHITE & 
ASSOCIATES, INC.
Todd Thorstenson
PO Box 5197
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089
847-870-7745 PH
847-870-7806 FX
todd@howardlwhite.com 
www.howardlwhite.com 

LIGHTING

PARKS & 
PLAYGROUNDS
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LAND 
PRESERVATION

LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTS

LANDSCAPE 
SERVICES/
SUPPLIES

OPENLANDS
Gerald Adelmann or 
Lenore Beyer-Clow
25 E. Washington
Suite 1650
Chicago, IL 60602
312-427-4256 PH
312-427-6251 FX
jadelman@openlands.org or 
lbeyer-clow@openlands.org
www.openlands.org 

THE TRUST FOR PUBLIC 
LAND
Beth White
120 S. LaSalle St.
Suite 2000
Chicago, IL 60603
312-750-9820 PH
beth.white@tpl.org
www.tpl.org

3D DESIGN STUDIO
Dan Dalziel
529 Barron Blvd.
Grayslake, IL 60030
847-223-1891 PH
847-223-1892 FX
ddalziel@3ddesignstudio.com
www.3ddesignstudio.com 

HITCHCOCK DESIGN GROUP
Bill Inman
221 W. Jefferson Ave.
Naperville, IL 60540-5397
630-961-1787 PH
630-961-9925 FX
binman@hitchcockdesign
group.com 
www.hitchcockdesign
group.com 

DEWITT COMPANY
Brad Yount
905 S. Kingshighway
Sikeston, MO 63801
573-472-0048 PH
yountb@dewittcompany.com
www.dewittcompany.com 

SPORTING GOODS

SPORTS FIELD 
DESIGN

TECHNOLOGY

1ST-SERVICE
Glenn Sterkel
769 W. Thornwood Dr.
South Elgin, IL 60177
630-675-0250 PH
1stservice.net@gmail.com
www.1st-service.net

THE ATHLETIC EQUIPMENT 
SOURCE
Michael Fontana
1820 Wallace Avenue, Suite 124
St. Charles, IL 60174
630-587-9333 PH
630-587-5519 FX
info@taes.com
www.taes.com 

LOHMANN COMPANIES
Todd Quitno
18250 Beck Road
Marengo, IL 60152
815-923-3400 PH
815-923-3662 FX
tquitno@lohmann.com
www.lohmanncompanies.com 
 

AMI COMMUNICATIONS
Robert Buchta
300 Cardinal Drive
Suite 280
Saint Charles, IL 60175
630-389-9001 PH
630-513-5404 FX
bbuchta@ami.net
http://ami.net

CURRENT TECHNOLOGIES
Steven Daugherty
1423 Centre Circle
Downers Grove, IL 60515
630-388-0240 PH
630-388-0241 FX
sdaugherty@currenttech.net
www.currenttech.net 

LINKS TECHNOLOGY 
SOLUTIONS, INC.
James Burke
440 East State Parkway
Schaumburg, IL 60173
847-252-7285 PH
847-574-5824 FX
jburke@linkstechnology.com
www.linkstechnology.com

NUTOYS LEISURE 
PRODUCTS
Sheilah Wasielewski
915 Hillgrove
PO Box 2121
LaGrange, IL 60525
800-526-6197 PH
708-579-0109 FX
sheilahw@nutoys4fun.com
www.nutoys4fun.com

RAINBOW FARM 
ENTERPRISES INC. 
Jackie Musch
25715 S. Ridgeland Avenue
Monee, IL 60449
708-534-1070 PH
708-534-1138 FX
rainbowfarms@nettech.com
 
TEAM REIL INC.
John Cederlund
17421 Marengo Rd.
Union, IL 60180
888-438-7345 PH
815-923-2204 FX
john@getreil.com 
www.getreil.com 

TIPS
David Mabe or Randy Ramey
4845 US Hwy 271 North
Pittsburg, TX 75686
866-839-8477 PH
866-839-8472 FX
david.mabe@tips-usa.com or
randy.ramey@tips-usa.com
www.tips-usa.com

 

BARCO PRODUCTS
Joel Matter
24 N. Washington
Batavia, IL 60510
800-338-2697 ext. 5464 PH
jmatter@barcoproducts.com
http://barcoproducts.com 

HOVING PIT STOP, INC.
Ken Hoving
2351 Powis Road
West Chicago, IL 60185
630-377-7000 PH
630-377-1095 FX
ken@khoving.com
www.khoving.com  

PERENNIAL PARK 
PRODUCTS
Tiffany Bachmann
885 Church Rd.
Elgin, IL 60123
847-289-8383 PH
847-289-8382 FX
tiffany@epsplasticlumber.com 

PURCHASING

SITE FURNISHINGS

f
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IPRA COMMERCIAL MEMBERS

ACCESSIBILITY CONSULTATION & 
TRAINING SERVICE

ALLCHEM PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS

AQUATIC COUNCIL, LLC

BMO HARRIS BANK N.A.

BS&A SOFTWARE

CAMOSY CONSTRUCTION

CAPTIVATING SIGNS LLC

CHARLES VINCENT GEORGE ARCHITECTS

CHICAGO RED STARS

COMCAST BUSINESS

CONSERVATION DESIGN FORUM

CUNNINGHAM RECREATION

DIRECT FITNESS SOLUTIONS LLC

Mark Trieglaff
915 Eddy Court
Wheaton, IL 60187
630-303-3677
mark@actservicesconsulting.com

Brian Bokowy
6010 NW 1st Place
Gainesville, FL 32607
352-213-0121
brian.bokowy@allchem.com
www.vantagewatercare.com

Timothy Auerhahn
78 Lyndale Drive
Rochester, NY 14624
585-415-6926
tim@aquaticcouncil.com
aquaticcouncil.com

Jim Grammas
111 W Monroe St
5C
Chicago, IL 60603-4096
312-461-7895
jim.grammas@bmo.com

Kevin Schafer
14965 Abbey Lane
Bath, MI 48808
517-881-6445
kschafer@bsasoftware.com

John Bosman
43451 N. US Hwy 41
Zion, IL 60099
847-395-6800
Fax: 847-395-6891
johnbosman@camosy.com
www.camosy.com

Atul Akhand
670 W 5th Avenue
Unit 116
Naperville, IL 60563
630-470-6161
Fax: 630-470-6161
sales@captivatingsigns.com
www.captivatingsigns.com

Bruce George
1245 East Diehl Rd.
Suite 101
Naperville, IL 60563
630-357-2023
jfox@cvgarchitects.com

Alyse LaHue
710 W Belden Ave
Chicago, IL 60614
773-661-2065 
alahue@chicagoredstars.com

Mike Bencic
2001 York Road
Oak Brook, IL 60523
847-789-1748
michael_bencic@cable.comcast.com
www.business.comcast.com

Jason Cooper
185 South York Street
Elmhurst, IL 60126
630-559-2000
Fax: 630-559-2030
jcooper@cdfinc.com
www.cdfinc.com

Scott Cunningham
PO BOX 240981
Charlotte, NC 28224-0981
800-438-2780
Fax: 704-525-7356
scott@cunninghamrec.com
www.cunninghamrec.com

Tim Brennan
600 Tower Road
Mundelein, IL 60060
847-668-2537
Fax: 847-680-8906
tbrennan@directfitnesssolutions.com
www.directfitnesssolutions.com

DLA ARCHITECTS

ENGINEERING RESOURCE ASSOCIATES, 
INC.

FACILITY DUDE

FGM ARCHITECTS

FINISHING SOLUTIONS NETWORK

FRANCZEK RADELET P.C

GLI, INC.

GOLD MEDAL CHICAGO

GREEN-UP

HITCHCOCK DESIGN GROUP

HUNTER INDUSTRIES

ID EDGE

Dave Dillon
2 Pierce Place Suite 1300
Itasca, IL 60143
847-736-5070
Fax: 847-742-9734
d.dillon@dla-ltd.com
www.dla-ltd.com

John Mayer
3S701 West Ave Ste 150
Warrenville, IL 60555-3264
630-393-3060
Fax: 630-393-2152
jmayer@eraconsultants.com
www.eraconsultants.com

Greg James
11000 Regency Pkwy
Suite 110
Cary, NC 27518
919-674-8739
Fax: 919-800-0317
gjames@facilitydude.com
www.facilitydude.com

John Dzarnowski
1211 W. 22nd Street-Suite 705
Oak Brook, IL 60523
630-574-8300
Fax: 630-574-9292
johnd@fgmarchitects.com
www.fgmarchitects.com

Steve Kulovits
1905 Sequoia Dr. Suite 201
Aurora, IL 60506
630-450-8360
skulovits@finishingnetwork.org
www.finishingsolutionsnetwork.com

Chris Johlie
300 S Wacker Drive
Suite 3400
Chicago, IL 60606
312-786-6152
Fax: 312-986-9192
caj@franczek.com
www.franczek.com

George Petecki
1410 Mills Rd
Joliet, IL 60433-9561
815-774-0350
george@georgeslandscaping.com

Matt Loew
450 N. York Rd.
Bensenville, IL 60106
800-767-5352
Fax: 630-860-5980
mloew@gmpopcorn.com
www.goldmedalchicago.com

Bernard Schroeder
23940 Andrew Road
Plainfield, IL 60585
815-372-3000
Fax: 815-372-3005
sandy@green-up.com

Bill Inman
225 W. Jefferson
Naperville, IL 60540
630-961-1787
Fax: 630-961-9925
binman@hitchcockdesigngroup.com
www.hitchcockdesigngroup.com

Eric Simmons
468 Greenview Lane
Oswego, IL 60543
630-200-7581
eric.simmons@hunterindustries.com
www.hunterindustries.com

Dianne Lippoldt
1849 Cherry Street
#10
Louisville, CO 80027
303-665-0405
Fax: 303-665-4026
dlippoldt@idedge.com
www.idedge.com

ILLINOIS PARK RANGERS

ISPERA GOVERNMENT SYSTEMS

IZONE IMAGING

KI FURNITURE

KOP-COAT, INC.

LAMP INCORPORATED

LAUTERBACH & AMEN, LLP

LOHMANN COMPANIES

MATRIX FITNESS

MELROSE PYROTECHNICS

MIDWEST SALT

MSA PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Rick Sanchez
150 N Michigan Ave
Suite 2800
Chicago, IL 60601
708-543-9002
illinoisparkrangers@gmail.com
www.illinoisparkrangers.com

Jeremy Ramirez
160 S. Municipal Drive, Suite 101
Sugar Grove, IL 60554
630-658-7025
ramirez@ispera.com
www.ispera.com

Grady Brown
2526 Charter Oak Dr
Suite 100
Temple, TX 76502
254-778-0722
gbrown@izoneimaging.com
www.izoneimaging.com

Jim Heyden
PO Box 4135
St Charles, IL 60174
847-867-7898
jim.heyden@ki.com
www.ki.com

Sales Department
1850 Koppers Building
436 Seventh Ave
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
412-227-2426
Fax: 412-227-2618
ippd@kop-coat.com
www.kop-coat.com

Ian Lamp
460 N. Grove Avenue
Elgin, IL 60120
847-741-7220 (305)
Fax: 847-741-9677
ilamp@lampinc.net
www.lampinc.net

Ron Amen
27W457 Warrenville Road
Warrenville, IL 60555
630-393-1483
Fax: 630-393-2516
ramen@lauterbachamen.com
www.lauterbachamen.com

Todd Quitno
18250 Beck Road
Marengo, IL 60152
815-923-3400
Fax: 815-923-3662
tquitno@lohmann.com
www.lohmanncompanies.com

Kevin Kingston
1600 Landmark Drive
Cottage Grove, WI 53527
608-839-1240
Fax: 608-839-8942
accounts.payable@johnsonfit.com
www.johnsonfit.com

Bob Kerns
P.O. Box 302
Kingsbury, IN 46345
219-393-5522
Fax: 219-393-5710
bob@melrosepyro.com
www.melrosepyro.com

Scott Mulvoy
1300 W Washington
West Chicago, IL 60185
Tel: 6305137575
http://midwestsalt.com

Gregory Crowe
201 W. Springfield Ave, Suite 400
Champaign, IL 61820
Tel: 2175314970
gcrowe@msa-ps.com
http://www.msa-ps.com

MTJ SPORTS

MURDOCK MANUFACTURING, A 
DIVISION OF MORRIS GROUP 
INTERNATIONAL

MUSCO SPORTS LIGHTING, INC.

MYREC

NAGLE HARTRAY ARCHITECTURE

PARKS FOREVER 

PDRMA

POSSIBILITY PLACE NURSERY

PRIMERA ENGINEERS, LTD

RAMUC POOL PAINT

REC BRANDS OF NORTHERN IL/
PLAY & PARK STRUCTURES

RELATIONSHIPS MATTER NOW

Mats Jonmarker
10 Edgewood Drive
Kewanee, IL 61443
800-789-1319
Fax: 309-761-8641
sales@mtjsports.com
www.mtjsports.com

Sing-Lu Byers
15125 Proctor Avenue
City of Industry, CA 91746
800-453-7465
slbyers@morrisgroup.com
www.murdockmfg.com

Nick Mauer
100 1st Avenue W
Oskaloosa, IA 52577
641-673-0411
promotions@musco.com
www.musco.com

Ray Foley
PO Box 302
Killington, VT 05751
Tel: 866-466-9732
ray@myrec.com
http://www.MyRec.com

Eric Penney
55 West Wacker Drive
#302
Chicago, IL 60601
312-425-1000
Fax: 312-425-1001
epenney@naglehartray.com
www.naglehartray.com

Mark Young
214 Bramton Road
Louisville, KY 40207
Tel: 614-582-7913
markayoung90@gmail.com
http://www.parksforeverconsulting.com

Dane Mall
2033 Burlington Ave
Lisle, IL 60532-1646
630-769-0332
Fax: 630-435-8999
dmall@pdrma.org
www.pdrma.org

Kelsay Shaw
7548 W Monee-Manhattan Road
Monee, IL 60449
708-534-3988
terry@possibilityplace.com

Ted Lachus
100 S Wacker Drive
Suite 700
Chicago, IL 60606
312-606-0910
Fax: 312-606-0415
tflachus@primeraeng.com
www.primeraeng.com

Rebecca Spencer
36 Pine Street
Rockaway, NJ 7866
800-745-6756
Fax: 800-445-9963
www.ramucpoolpaint.com

Patrick Puebla
4516 21st Avenue
Moline, IL 61265
309-339-0536 
ppuebla@recbrandsgroup.com

Denise Barreto
5525 Alexandria Drive
Lake in the Hills, IL 60156
Tel: 708-917-7696
denise@relationshipsmatternow.com
http://www.relationshipsmatternow.com
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TEAM REIL

THE AT GROUP

THE LAKOTA GROUP

THE MULCH CENTER

TIPS

Mike Cederlund
17421 Marengo Rd
Union, IL 60180-9692
815-923-2099
Fax: 815-923-2204
mike@getreil.com
www.getreil.com

Jerry Aulisio
7 N Wisner Street
Park Ridge, IL 60068
847-692-7515
Fax: 847-630-7932
jaulisio@theatgrp.com
www.theatgrp.com

Scott Freres
212 W Kinzie St Fl 3
Chicago, IL 60610
312-467-5445
Fax: 312-467-5484
bhurley@thelakotagroup.com
www.thelakotagroup.com

Jim Seckelmann
21457 N Milwaukee Avenue
Deerfield, IL 60015
847-459-7200
laura@mulchcenter.com
www.mulchcenter.com

Meredith Barton
4845 US Highway 271 N
Pittsburg, TX 75456
866-839-8477
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