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FROM THE EDITOR

My new running buddy has some 
unfair advantages. 

She has four legs instead of two, 
and she has a lot more energy than 
I do. Her name is Kimber, and she 
is our family's new Chocolate 
Labrador Retriever. At just 10 
weeks old, her current recreational 
activities include chewing on 
absolutely everything she can get 
her teeth on, chasing balls, eating, 
drinking, sleeping, and my personal favorite, fighting me for my 
husband's attention! 

Although we haven't gone running yet, I look forward to logging 
several miles of easy, relaxing strides with my new furry friend. 
(Who am I kidding? That dog will drag me down the pavement 
while I scream for help and beg her to slow down!) I am not 
sure what will hurt more… the road rash, or my pride.  

Our hometown of Athens has a modest population of 1,911. 
There are very few sidewalks, so most recreational activities 
are pushed to the streets where we share the road with a 
surprisingly large amount of traffic for a small town. So, being 
dragged down the road by my four-legged friend will likely 
cause me to end up in the hazardous line of traffic, or worse, 
on someone's iPhone to eventually appear as a viral YouTube 
video.

Fortunately, last year, the Springfield Park District extended 
their Sangamon Valley Trail toward our small town, and future 
plans will bring it all the way to Athens. This has been a 
blessing for me and hundreds of others who can bike or drive a 
few miles to access a beautiful, well-kept trail that provides 5.5 
miles of safe space for active recreation.

According to the Illinois Association of Park Districts' database, 
our member agencies maintain more than 3,000 miles of trails 
for bicycling, walking, hiking, running and for BMX and 
equestrian use – and that number is growing as many of our 
member agencies have more trails in the works. 

This issue of Illinois Parks & Recreation highlights the 
popularity of trails and the array of benefits they provide. In 
Biking is a Major Component for Urbana Park District on page 
20, Mark Schultz discusses how connectivity, partnerships and 
the park district's commitment to bike programs have advanced 
their long-term goal of expanding biking in the community. The 
Champaign County Forest Preserve District's Mary Ellen 
Wuellner brings readers along for the ride in My Ride on the 
Kickapoo Rail Trail on page 24, which outlines numerous 
benefits of trails. And, on page 12, in The Path to Creating a 
Regional Trail – Ridgefield Trace, Wendy Kummerer with the 
McHenry County Conservation District explains how several 
partnering organizations journeyed toward completion of a 7.5-
mile trail, 18 years in the making!

Also included with this issue of the magazine is the Soaring to 
New Heights full conference guide. Please remember to bring 
this guide to the January conference, so that you have easy 
access to 'everything conference,' including Session #129 Cal-
Sag Trail Coalition: Building the Partnership to Build the Trail.

Happy New Year!  I look forward to seeing you at the 
conference!

— Bobbie Jo Hill, Interim Editor
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Peter M. Murphy, Esq., CAE, IOM
IAPD President and CEO
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IAPD is Dedicated to Helping 
Our Members Thrive
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 As we reflected on the association's 90 years in 2018, we 
celebrated the many outstanding achievements and ideas 
that IAPD has helped bring to fruition to make Illinois the 
nation's model for parks, recreation and conservation.  
Without a dedicated statewide association working closely 
with locally elected commissioners and park professionals, 
things would be vastly different.

For instance, IAPD generated the idea and fought to 
establish a funding source for the OSLAD/NAAF program, 
which has provided more than $414 million in grants to 
Illinois park districts, forest preserves, conservation, 
recreation and special recreation agencies.  Matched locally, 
this totals more than $1.1 billion dollars invested in the 
recreational infrastructure of communities across Illinois 
since 1989.

The association's educational training for commissioners 
and professionals, such as the Commissioner Boot Camp, 
Leadership Institute, Legislative Conference, Legal 
Symposium and the highly-acclaimed Soaring to New 
Heights Conference have helped to develop the most 
knowledgeable and skilled leaders in the nation.

IAPD is indebted to our founding fathers who had the 
foresight to create something special nine decades ago.  We 
are inspired by the same drive and vision shown by you, the 
commissioners and professionals of today.  And, we are 
motivated by the knowledge that the work we are doing 
together now will make a positive, lasting difference for the 
future.

In 2018, achievements by your statewide association 
included:

Ÿ  Creating a multi-faceted communications strategy to 
educate Appropriations Committee chairpersons, legislative 
leaders and key legislative staff about the significance of 
OSLAD's local match, the overall return on investment and 
its positive economic impact.  As a direct result of these 
advocacy efforts, this year's state budget included a $29 
million appropriation for new OSLAD grants – nearly 
double the amount that was in the proposed budget.

Ÿ   Successfully advocating for the passage of House Bill 
4573, which expands the authority under the Public Funds 
Investment Act to allow IAPD member agencies to earn 

additional interest on their investments by increasing the 
maturity length in highly rated corporate obligations. 

Ÿ   Responded to the General Assembly's new sexual 
harassment policy requirements for all local governments 
by delivering a timely webinar and providing member 
agencies with a sample policy to help them satisfy these 
new legal requirements.

Ÿ   Attended 11 legislative breakfasts in member districts 
throughout the state, interacting with a total of 41 
legislators and more than 500 members.

Ÿ   As part of IAPD's newly-redesigned website, IAPD 
boosted the Legal Assistance section with 104 members-
only resources on 30 different legal topics and 382 total 
resources on approximately 85 legal topics.

Ÿ   Responded to 425 legal inquiries from 150 different 
agencies – a 25% increase above our average.

Ÿ   IAPD's Board Self-Evaluation Program continued to be 
a popular service in 2018 with 76 board self-evaluations 
completed to date.  This valuable service provides boards 
with specialized assistance in defining roles and 
responsibilities, describing duties for oversight and 
governance and determining leadership within their 
agencies.

Ÿ   Enrollment in IAPD's Board Member Development 
Program increased among board members throughout the 
state who want to track their accomplishments while 
serving on their local board through the accumulation of 
Board Development Units.

Ÿ   Our Director Search Program remains highly acclaimed 
as the best option for boards to utilize when hiring an 
executive.  IAPD has placed 127 executive directors/CEOs 
to date (5 during 2018).

Ÿ   IAPD published the 2018 Buyer's Guide, the yellow 
pages for Illinois park districts, forest preserves, 
conservation, recreation and special recreation agencies.

Ÿ   A complete website redesign was unveiled this year, 
giving our members a professional, mobile-friendly source 
with complete access to comprehensive information 
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regarding advocacy, education, research and public 
awareness.  Video tutorials were also created to assist 
members in navigating the site's various tools and 
information centers.

Ÿ   SocialLink was launched as an online community for 
members to interact via a secure online platform linked to 
their IAPD profile.

Ÿ   IAPD staff provided prompt responses to thousands of 
member phone calls, emails, text messages, social media 
posts and letters regarding grant applications, board 
matters, employment issues, legal questions and 
information on organizing a park district and more.

Ÿ   IAPD concluded a major member centric research 
study with aQity Research & Insights, Inc. to gauge 
program participation and facility usage at IAPD member 
agencies.  The study built on previous research that 
quantifies the excellent value that park districts, forest 
preserves, conservation, recreation and special recreation 
agencies statewide deliver to Illinois residents. 

Ÿ   IAPD secured seven billboards throughout Illinois to 
promote the Park District Youth License Plate in support 
of fitness, health and nutrition for children.

Ÿ   Parks Day at the Capitol featured nearly 50 IAPD 
member agencies showcasing their programs, services and 
natural areas with the theme:  Discover the Power of Park 
Districts and Forest Preserves.

thŸ   The 25  annual Park District Conservation Day 
featured media interviews and brought more than 200 
representatives of Illinois park, recreation, and 
conservation agencies to the Illinois State Fair to showcase 
their programs to more than 39,000 fairgoers at various 
high-traffic areas throughout the fairgrounds.

thŸ   More than 250 guests joined the IAPD for the 12  
thannual Best of the Best Awards Gala and IAPD 90  

Anniversary Celebration.

Ÿ   IAPD secured an all-time high of 3,368 combined 
followers on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn and Instagram.

Ÿ   Member agencies received $31,000 in PowerPlay! 
grants from IAPD this year.

Ÿ   Friends of Illinois Parks contributed to the protection 
and enhancement of parks, open space and the quality of 
life in Illinois. th  The Friends of Illinois Parks' 17  Annual 
Summer Golf Tour brought together nearly 250 golfers, 
corporate sponsors and guests, raising money for Friends 
programs and research.

Ÿ   IAPD continued to negotiate and secure agreements 
with a number of organizations to offer our member 
agencies discounted prices on products and services.

Ÿ   Nearly 200 commissioners and professionals 
participated in IAPD's Leadership Institute, a unique 
educational series designed to transform leaders by 
enhancing personal growth and professional development.

Ÿ   The 2018 Soaring to New Heights Conference at the 
Hilton-Chicago brought together more than 4,000 park, 
recreation and conservation agency board members, 
professionals, staff, students, legislators and businesses to 
network and learn about the latest trends, products and 
services.

Ÿ   IAPD provided more than 40 educational programs in 
2018 including Negotiating Cell Tower Agreements: An 
Alternative Source of Revenue for Your Agency, Strategic 
Planning, Public Accessibility with Transgender Populations, 
The Impact of Rising Interest Rates and A Road Map to 
Effective Intergovernmental Collaboration.

thŸ   The 40  Annual Legislative Conference and Reception 
featured nearly 350 attendees who connected with 
legislators and learned about effectively communicating 
benefits to policymakers.

Ÿ   IAPD's 2018 Legal Symposium provided the sold-out 
audience with a powerful agenda packed with the hottest 
topics in park district law.

Ÿ    was The 2018-2019 IAPD Benefits of Membership
created in hard copy and emailed in digital format to IAPD's 
membership.  This reference guide contains more than 700 
hyperlinks to an array of valuable internal and external 
resources for commissioners and professionals to make the 
most of their membership.

Ÿ   IAPD produced bi-monthly, content rich, issues of Illinois 
Parks & Recreation magazine.

 Ÿ   A history piece highlighting IAPD's 90years appeared as a 
supplement to the September/October issue of Illinois Parks 
& Recreation.  The 22-page publication reviewed the 
association's significant milestones and great achievements 
of its leaders.

All in all, 2018 was an amazing year of service to IAPD's 
membership and a celebration of 90 years of dedicated 
service by countless park commissioners and professionals 
who, throughout the decades, embodied volunteerism at the 
highest level.  

To all of them and to all of you who continue to build on this 
strong foundation, I give my sincerest thanks for making a 
difference in Illinois and in my life.  I am honored to serve as 
the President and CEO of such a wonderful organization 
which puts me in daily contact with people, such as yourself, 
who epitomize the meaning of professionalism and 
volunteerism. 
 
As 2019 begins, IAPD continues to live by the Walt Disney 
motto:  Around here, we don't look backwards for very long.  
We keep moving forward, opening up new doors and doing 
new things, because we're curious…and curiosity keeps 
leading us down new paths.

I wish you a happy and healthy New Year!
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email to the following people and include the day(s)/time(s) 
you are available: Conference Headquarters: Duane Smith 
(duane@ilipra.org) Conference Registration: Alan Howard 
(ahoward@ilparks.org), and the IPRA Booth: Jean Kane 
(jean@ilipra.org).

This year's conference will be January 24-26, 2019, at the 
Hyatt Regency Chicago on Wacker Drive. As usual, we have 
exciting entertainment planned to enhance your networking 
opportunities. On Thursday night, January 24, enjoy the 
Welcome Social featuring the band, Hey Jimmy. They are a 
premier party dance band, from medleys to mashups, Hey 
Jimmy's high-energy performance will bring you to your feet 
and on the dance floor. No tickets needed, all conference 
attendees are welcome!

On Saturday night, January 26, enjoy the annual Closing 
Social at the Shedd Aquarium. You'll need a ticket to this 
exciting event. Ticket includes: roundtrip shuttle service from 
the Hyatt Regency Chicago, admission to Shedd Aquarium, 
including access to the Underwater Beauty special exhibit, 
dinner buffet, and unlimited beer, wine, and soft drinks. You 
won't want to miss the memorable celebration. Additional 
tickets may be purchased through the pre-registration process 
or on-site from Conference Registration. Adult tickets are $95; 
Child tickets (12 and under) are $35. Tickets will not be sold 
on-site at the Aquarium.

Don't miss the Keynote General Session on Saturday, January 
26, 8:30 a.m. – 9:45 a.m., which awards 0.1 CEUs.  The 
speaker this year will be Greg Schwem, presenting “Rock, 
Roll, and Laugh Your Way to the Top”. As a comedian who 
has opened concerts for stars such as Keith Urban, Celine 
Dion, Enrique Iglesias, and (wait for it) KC and the Sunshine 
Band, Greg has seen how rock and roll is really a business. 
Like the business of running the best agency possible! In 
short? Every park district, forest preserve, conservation, 
recreation or special recreation agency, and employee within 
that agency, has “rock star” potential. Greg shows you how to 
achieve that potential in a highly motivational presentation 
that combines hilarious comedy, live concert footage and a 
musical soundtrack featuring everything from classic rock to 
country western to Lollapalooza. Topics include “Why Every 
Office Needs a Keith Richards,” “Are You Team Taylor or Team 
Kanye?” and “Don't Let Your Park District Become a Country 
Song.” Rock on, IAPD & IPRA members!

EYE ON THE PROFESSION
A C L O S E R L O O K A T T R E N D S A N D I S S U E S I N T H E P A R K A N D R E C R E A T I O N P R O F E S S I O N

On behalf of the IPRA Board of Directors and staff team, we 
are eagerly looking forward to seeing so many of you at this 
year's “IAPD/IPRA Soaring to New Heights Conference!” For 
many of our members, the conference is the highlight of the 
year, and the top-rated member benefit. It is the culmination 
of so many volunteers coming together as one community, 
bound together in our passion for parks and recreation. I 
can't wait!

My thanks to the volunteers on the hard-working Joint 
Conference Committee. This committee, which includes 
professionals from IPRA's membership and commissioners 
from IAPD's membership, are a passionate group of 
volunteers who work tirelessly on the conference for twelve 
months planning every detail to ensure the best conference 
experience. My thanks to them including IPRA Chair John 
Robinson and IAPD Chair Kevin Dolan, and the committee: 
IPRA Operations Chair Carlo Capalbo, IPRA Exhibits Co-
Chair John Curran, IPRA Events Chair Andrew Dallner, IAPD 
Operations Co-Chair  Adriane Johnson, IAPD Operations 
Chair Jerri-Lynn Kleina, IAPD Events Chair Lori Palmer, IPRA 
Operations Co-Chair  Tim Reinbold, IPRA Program Chair 
Kevin Romejko, IAPD Exhibits Chair Bob Schmidt, IAPD 
Exhibits Co-Chair Ted Schulz, IAPD Program Chair Mike 
Vogl, and IPRA Exhibits Chair John Wilson, along with 
Conference Directors Leesa Kuo Johnson from IPRA and Sue 
Triphahn from IAPD.

My thanks to the dedicated IPRA Program Committee. This 
committee works to ensure that you have the best 
educational experience at conference. My thanks to IPRA 
Program Chair Kevin Romejko and IAPD Program Chair Mike 
Vogl and the committee: Liz Cox, Caitlin Deptula, Nikki 
Ginger, Carol Heafey, Tammy Hoggatt, Darleen Negrillo, John 
Short, Marlon Rodas, Theresa Esposito, Jonelle Bailey, 
Lonette Hall, Erin Chapa, John Chase, Laura Cavazos, Mat 
Emken, Kim Hansen, Jennifer Knitter, Ken McEwen, Rob 
Sperl, Matt Netrefa, Erika Strojinc, Dawn Krawiec, and Ethan 
Williams, along with Conference Directors Leesa Kuo 
Johnson from IPRA and Sue Triphahn from IAPD.

Plus, conference would not be possible without the hard 
work and dedication of many onsite volunteers. We rely on 
their assistance in daily logistics, registration, and 
Conference Headquarters. If you wish to volunteer and have 
an hour or two to spare during conference, please send an 
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See YOU at the IAPD/IPRA 
Soaring to New Heights Conference!

By Debbie Trueblood, CAE
IPRA Executive Director
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We want to thank our conference sponsors who help make 
the conference possible for us. Thanks to our Diamond 
Sponsors: CardConnect, Cunningham Recreation and Gewalt 
Hamilton Associates, Inc., our Titanium Sponsors: 
Greenfields Outdoor Fitness, Nicor Gas, and WT Group, LLC, 
our Platinum Sponsors: Ancel Glink, ComEd Energy 
Efficiency Program, DLA Architects, Ltd., Trane, and Upland 
Design, Ltd., and our Gold Sponsor: BCI Burke Company and 
Robbins Schwartz.

We also have some other exciting events planned. We will 
have our annual Silent Auction and Sports Raffle. Proceeds 
go to the Illinois Park and Recreation Foundation (IPRF) to 
provide scholarships to professionals and college students all 
over the state. It will be located at registration this year. If 
you would like to make a donation or need more information, 
please contact Nanette Sowa at nsowa@nwsra.org. The 
winners of the sports raffle will be announced at the Closing 
Social Saturday night of conference.

For students, our premier option is the Sponsor a Student 
program at the Awards Luncheon on Friday, January 25 at 
12:15 p.m. – 2:15 p.m. In this program, students can opt in 
when they register to attend the lunch for free and be 
matched with an organization who will share their table with 
you, giving you a chance to network with professionals in the 
field. We also offer “Professional Connection” on Thursday, 
January 24 at 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. You won't want to 
miss this unique opportunity to network with professionals in 
the field. Everyone who attends will enjoy complimentary 
pizza and soda. We will offer “Mock Interviews/Resume 
Review” on Friday, January 25 at 9:45 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
Professionals will ask interview questions, as well as review 
students' resumes. At the conclusion of the interview, 
students will receive constructive feedback and advice that 
will help them be more prepared to do well in a real-life 
interview.

Again, this year, we will host the IPRA Member Engagement 
Town Hall presented by IPRA 2019 Chair Jeff Fougerousse 
and I on Saturday, January 26 from 2:00 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. 
In this session we will share ways for new and long-time 
members of IPRA to get more involved.

Go Green! Download the IAPD/IPRA Soaring to New Heights 
Conference app for up-to-the-minute news during conference. 
Also, there will be no paper evaluations for conference 
sessions and workshops this year. Instead, use the app to 
provide comments and feedback. Go to Google Play or the 
Apple App Store and search the keyword: IAPD/IPRA.

On Friday night, January 25 from 5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 
will be IPRA's Annual Business Meeting. All are welcome to 
attend this event where we will present a variety of awards 
for both agencies and individuals, share IPRA's Annual 
Report for 2018, and all new board and section board 
members will be inaugurated. IPRA's new Chairman of the 
Board will be Jeff Fougerousse from the Vernon Hills Park 
District and our new Chair-Elect will be Erin Folk from the 
Oregon Park District.  In 2019, IPRA is turning 75! Come 
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join us in celebrating this milestone anniversary immediately 
following the meeting. More details coming soon! 

I also want to thank the 2018 IPRA Board of Directors for all 
their time and commitment to IPRA this year: Chair Matt 
Corso, Past-Chair Rita Fletcher, Chair-Elect Jeff Fougerousse, 
North West Region Rep Erin Folk, Chicago Metro Region Rep 
Jim Warnstedt, Central Region Rep Doug Damery, Southern 
Region Rep Kimberly Caughran, At-Large Rep Trisha 
Breitlow, and Membership Council Rep Conor Cahill.

Additionally, I want to thank the members of the Illinois Park 
and Recreation Foundation (IPRF) Board of Directors: Chair: 
Michael Clark, Cam Bettin, Carlo Capalbo, Tracey Crawford, 
John Curran, Mike Kies, Ray Ochromowitz, Jarrod 
Scheunemann, Liz Serruto, Chuck Szoke, Carol Sente, John 
Wilson, IPRA Board Liaison Jeff Fougerousse, members of 
the Events Committee: Laura Barron, Bill McAdams, Gayle 
Mountcastle, Lindsey Nicholson, and Nanette Sowa.

IPRA is thriving today because of the continued dedication 
and commitment of our volunteers. Again, my thanks and 
congratulations to the Joint Conference Committee and 
Program Committee on a successful conference. All your 
work is going to culminate in a successful and memorable 
conference that we will all remember. I look forward to 
seeing you all there.



sSTATEHOUSE INSIDER

Jason Anselment
Legal/Legislative Counsel

I S S U E S & I N S I G H T S F R O M T H E L E G A L / L E G I S L A T I V E S C E N E

As this issue goes to press, newly elected legislators are 
stpreparing to take office when the 101  General Assembly is 

sworn in on January 9, 2019. Including legislators who were 

recently appointed, there will be more than 40 new faces in 

the House and Senate next year.

Many retiring legislators are very close friends of IAPD, 

including several Outstanding Legislators of the Year. While 

their steadfast support will certainly be missed, change 

brings opportunity and we are excited to develop 

relationships with a new group of legislators.

IAPD recognized that widespread changes would be coming 

to the General Assembly more than a year ago. We are well-

prepared to hit the ground running by reaffirming our existing 

relationships with our legislative champions and by meeting 

personally with each new representative and senator to 

deliver a welcome packet that contains important information 

regarding the benefits of local park districts, forest preserves, 

conservation, recreation and special recreation agencies as 

well as key contacts for each agency within his or her 

legislative district.

Relationships are the foundation of IAPD's success at the 

Capitol, and your agency plays a vital role in our advocacy 

program. There are several important things you can do to 

help us build alliances as we begin the New Year.

Three Simple Resolutions to Complete in the 

Next Several Weeks
If history is any guide, many of you have already started 

connecting with legislators who are new to your agency. For 

those who may be looking for ways to introduce themselves 

and their agency or to develop existing relationships, here are 

three easy resolutions to accomplish at the beginning of the 

year.

Make Grassroots Advocacy a Part
of Your New Year’s Resolutions
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1. Invite Your Legislator to Join You at the IAPD/IPRA 

Conference Awards Luncheon

The IAPD/IPRA Conference Awards Luncheon is a premier 

event that showcases the positive impact park and 

recreation agencies have within individual communities 

and across the state. The stories and accomplishments 

highlighted at this event are not only an inspiration to 

those within the profession, they also have an enormous 

impact on those legislators in attendance. There may be no 

better occasion than the conference awards luncheon to 

obtain respect and understanding for the work that you do 

and for your agency's significance to your community.

The Outstanding Legislators of the Year are also recognized 

during the Awards Luncheon. The prestigious award is an 

achievement for which many legislators eagerly strive and 

the winning legislators are always appreciative of sharing 

the occasion with as many of their peers as possible.

If you have not already done so, make a lasting impression 

by inviting your legislator to accompany you to the 

IAPD/IPRA Conference Awards Luncheon on January 25, 

2019.

2. Join Your Legislators at a Legislative Breakfast

The Joint Legislative Committee coordinates the Legislative 

Breakfast program to provide a venue for member agencies 

to hear from legislators, deliver positive messages about 

their agencies and discuss the IAPD/IPRA Legislative 

Platform. Like the Conference Awards Luncheon, these 

events are always well received by those legislators in 

attendance.

The legislative breakfasts are some of my favorite events of 

the year. It is always gratifying to see so many IAPD 

members with legislators back in their legislative districts. 

Please join us at one of the dozen events that are 
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scheduled during the months of February and March. Event 

details are at the end of this article, so please find a 

Legislative Breakfast location near you and encourage your 

legislator to attend.

3. Invite Your Legislator to Your Facilities 

Although rudimentary, always remember that the citizens 

who use your services are also your legislator's constituents. 

Because your agency provides so many programs and 

services, it is possible that your representative and senator 

may not be aware of all that your agency does to improve 

the quality of life within your community. As previously 

mentioned, IAPD has developed a welcome packet with 

useful information about the benefits of parks and recreation, 

but your agency should consider developing its own packet 

specific to your agency.

One of the best ways to raise awareness of all your agency 

offers is to give your legislator a personalized tour of your 

facilities. This would afford you the opportunity to explain 

the programs you deliver to residents and the role your 

legislator can play in helping you. For example, the impact of 

unfunded mandates and the capital needs that exist at your 

agency can be more easily demonstrated during legislator 

site visits to your facilities.

____________

These are just three of the many ways you can build 

important relationships with your legislators at the beginning 

of the year. Obviously, it is important to update your mailing 

lists to make sure legislators are receiving information about 

the programs and services your agency offers to residents. 

Legislators welcome information about events within their 

legislative districts, so make sure your legislator receives 

your calendar of events and, when appropriate, invite them 

to attend events.

Relationships must be nurtured and can take many years to 

fully develop. Part of IAPD's proud history is the strength of 

its grassroots advocacy program. To continue this tradition, it 

is important that each new member of the General Assembly 

understands the positive impact that park, recreation and 

conservation agencies have within the communities they 

represent.

IAPD is counting on you to help us develop strong 

relationships with the dozens of new members of the 

General Assembly. Do not wait to start this process. Our 

legislative success depends upon each of you!
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Soaring to New Heights 
Awards Luncheon

Mundelein Park 
& Recreation District

Rockford Park District

Joliet Park District
Berwyn Park District

Schaumburg Park District

Peoria Park District 

Buffalo Grove Park District

Tinley Park-Park District

Wheaton Park District
Fox Valley Park District 

Urbana Park District

Springfield Park District

Parks Day at the Capitol
State Capitol, Springfield

Legislative Reception
Illini Country Club, Springfield

Legislative Conference
Crowne Plaza, Springfield

2019 SPRING SESSION 
IAPD LEGISLATIVE AWARENESS

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES

stThe 101  General Assembly's Spring Session officially 
begins on January 9, 2019. Key deadlines and other 
important dates are available on the IAPD website at 
ILparks.org, as well as the General Assembly's website at 
ilga.gov.

There will be numerous opportunities throughout the 
Spring Session to meet with legislators to discuss 
important legislative issues and deliver positive messages 
about the benefits of parks, recreation and conservation. 
Please mark your calendar to attend these events and 
invite your legislator to join you.

Friday, January 25

Friday, February 8

Monday, February 11

Friday, February 22

Saturday, February 23

Monday, February 25

Friday, March 1

Monday, March 4

Friday, March 8

Monday, March 11

Tuesday, March 12

Tuesday, April 30

Wednesday, May 1



THE PATH TO CREATING A REGIONAL TRAIL – 

RIDGEFIELD 

TRACE
By Wendy Kummerer, Director of Marketing & Communications, McHenry County Conservation District 

From beginning to end, the Ridgefield Trace regional trail is just 7.5 
miles in length, yet, it was a journey that was 18 years in the making. 
The paved, 10 foot wide trail extends primarily along a ComEd right-of- 
way and the busy U.S. Highway 14. It connects the bustling suburban 
cities of Woodstock and Crystal Lake, offering residents a safe mode of 

travel whether by bike, on foot or via rollerblades.
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Bringing this trail from concept to reality took the 
cooperation, persistence and funding resourcefulness of 
numerous local and state agencies who each played a 
significant role in the successful addition of a new 
recreational amenity and green transportation corridor in 
McHenry County.

“It was in March of 2000 that discussions began on where 
the trail would be placed, and an alignment study was 
launched. This process involved multiple jurisdictions, 
various public/private landowners, local and state 
regulatory agencies, and, of course, multiple opinions,” 
quipped Director of Operations and Public Safety John 
Kremer of the McHenry County Conservation District 
(MCCD). “After numerous discussions, deliberations and 
meetings, four years later we had a plan! We finally broke 
ground on March 23, 2009 - then it rained for six weeks!”

The trail was built in multiple construction phases. Phase I 
was a 1.78-mile segment traveling east from McHenry 
County College that dead-ended and looped back. “Having 
McHenry College as the anchor of Phase I provided the 
project a substantial community entity and established the 
trail as a destination, an alternate travel route, and a true 
community connection for college staff, students and 
casual riders, as well as neighborhood dog walkers,” said 
Kremer. “McHenry County College also gave the project a 

unique aspect in the grant funding arena and thus spurred 
the attention of the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources (IDNR) Illinois Bicycle Path Grant Program and 
the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), who 
eventually aided in funding the trail.”

Phase II travels 1.5 miles from Oak Street in Crystal Lake 
east to connect with Crystal Lake Park District's Veteran 
Acres Park. Phase II was funded in part through a 
Congestion Mitigation Air Quality (CMAQ) grant. Both 
section I and II travel along a ComEd right-of-way. These 
two sections, however, were divided by a trail break at the 
Oak Street intersection due to the active Union Pacific 
Railroad line. For years, the district continued to work with 
Union Pacific Railroad, Nunda Township and the city of 
Crystal Lake in developing solutions for a safe crossing and 
sought out multiple funding sources for the completion of 
this critical link. 

Meanwhile, Phase III of the trail, (that had been delayed 
several times due to state funding) was back on track and 
completed in the fall of 2016 in conjunction with IDOT's 
road-widening project of U.S. Highway 14. This section 
extended the trail 4.5 miles from McHenry County College 
in Crystal Lake, northwest along U.S. Route 14 to West 
Lake Shore Drive in Woodstock and was funded by a grant 
from the Illinois Transportation Enhancement Program 
(ITEP); (80% IDOT / 20% MCCD).

 “Having McHenry College as the anchor of Phase I provided the project a 
substantial community entity and established the trail as a destination, an 
alternate travel route, and a true community connection for college staff, 

students and casual riders, as well as neighborhood dog walkers,”
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Then, in June of 2016, persistence paid off and, 

appropriately occurring during national bike week, we got 

the go-ahead to close the gap between Phase I and II – the 

final, crucial link in making the trail complete! The 

McHenry County Conservation District and the Nunda 

Township Road District were given the authority by a duly 

appointed administrative law judge at the Illinois 

Commerce Commission to construct a multi-use path on 

the west side of Oak Street in Crystal Lake. Union Pacific 

Railroad agreed to expand and improve their existing 

crossing to accommodate the new trail crossing. 

 Momentum was finally on our side. This final connection of 

Ridgefield Trace received a boost of support from our local 

community partners and advocates by means of a “Close 

the Gap” funding campaign that resulted in $60,000 from 

the McHenry County Division of Transportation; $10,000 

from the McHenry County Community Foundation; $5,000 

from the McHenry County Conservation Foundation; and 

$5,000 from McHenry County Bicycle Advocates and 

McHenry County Bicycle Club. Construction began in late 

fall of 2017 and was completed in July 2018 and thus 

completing a near 18-year journey!  

Now, an avid cyclist can ride from the west side of 

Woodstock to downtown Crystal Lake via Ridgefield Trace 

and, in under a mile along neighborhood roadways, 

connect with the conservation district's 26-mile Prairie 

Trail, which gives users access to over 100 miles of trails 

including the Hebron Trail, Kane County's Fox River Trail, the 

Great Western Trail, and the Illinois Prairie Path. 

Whether it's a morning trek, a family weekend ride or part of 

a weekly fitness regime to hike, pedal or roll - trails are a 

great way to enjoy the outdoors, experience nature up close, 

and get some exercise.  Which makes it significant to note 

that in 2018, Illinois adopted cycling as the official state 

exercise! 

And further testament to McHenry County's dedication to 

non-motorized transportation, the McHenry County Board, 

the McHenry County Board of Health, the McHenry County 

Conservation District, the city of Woodstock, the city of 

McHenry, the city of Crystal Lake and the village of 

Algonquin proclaimed the week of June 21 to 29 as Bicycle 

Week. These communities dutifully recognize that the bicycle 

is an environmentally sound, economical and effective means 

of personal transportation, recreation and exercise.

“To hold steadfast in a vision, to keep pushing the players 

and pieces forward, to maintain belief in a project that is for 

the greater vision of healthy, livable communities takes great 

coordination,” stated David Kranz, President of the County 

Conservation District Board of Trustees. “We were honored to 

be able to announce that this unique project received 

recognition from the Illinois Association of Park Districts at 

the 2018 Best of the Best Awards Gala for the 

Intergovernmental Cooperation Award. The Ridgefield Trace 

Whether it's a morning trek, a family weekend ride or a part of a weekly 
fitness regime to hike, pedal or roll - trails are a great way to enjoy the 
outdoors, experience nature up close, and get some exercise. 
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regional trail project is testament to great community 

collaboration that exists in McHenry County, Illinois and 

McHenry County Conservation District's commitment to all 

of its current and future residents who benefit from 

recreational trails and community connections.“

Ridgefield Trace Project Partners: Nunda Township, city of 

Woodstock, McHenry County College, city of Crystal Lake, 

Crystal Lake Park District, McHenry County Department of 

Transportation, Illinois Department of Natural Resources 

(IDNR), Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), 

Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning – CMAP, ComEd, 

the Illinois Nature Preserve Commission, and the Union 

Pacific Railroad.  

Ridgefield was one of the first towns to come into 

existence in the McHenry County area during the mid 

1800s. Route 14 was originally an Indian trail, also 

known as a “trace.” Thus, when it came time to naming 

the Woodstock to Crystal Lake trail, Ridgefield Trace was 

chosen to honor the route that provided safe passage in 

the past and now far into the future. 
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IAPD & IPRA 2019 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

IAPD
January 24-26, 2019
2019 IAPD/IPRA Soaring to 
New Heights Conference
Hyatt Regency Chicago

Friday, February 8, 2019
Legislative Breakfast
Mundelein Park & Recreation 
District

Monday, February 11, 2019
Legislative Breakfast
Rockford Park District

Friday, February 22, 2019
Legislative Breakfasts
Joliet Park District and Berwyn 
Park District

Saturday, February 23, 2019
Legislative Breakfast
Schaumburg Park District

Monday, February 25, 2019
Legislative Breakfast
Peoria Park District

Friday, March 1, 2019
Legislative Breakfast
Buffalo Grove Park District

Monday, March 4, 2019
Legislative Breakfast
Tinley Park-Park District

Friday, March 8, 2019
Legislative Breakfasts
Wheaton Park District and Fox 
Valley Park District

Monday, March 11, 2019
Legislative Breakfast
Urbana Park District

Tuesday, March 12, 2019
Legislative Breakfast
Springfield Park District

April-May, 2019 
Flying for Kids Month, 
Statewide Kite Fly

Tuesday, April 30, 2019
Parks Day at the Capitol
State Capitol, Springfield, IL 

IAPD Legislative Reception
Illini Country Club

Wednesday, May 1, 2019
IAPD Legislative Conference
Crowne Plaza, 
Springfield, IL

Monday, May 20, 2019
IAPD Summer Golf Tour 
Outing #1
Park District of Highland Park
Sunset Valley Golf Club

Wednesday, May 29, 2019
IAPD Boot Camp #1
Deerfield Park District

Thursday, May 30, 2019
IAPD Boot Camp #2
Hoffman Estates Park District

Tuesday, June 4, 2019
IAPD Boot Camp #3
Lockport Township Park District

Wednesday, June 5, 2019
IAPD Boot Camp #4
Wheaton Park District

Thursday, June 6, 2019
IAPD Boot Camp #5
Oregon Park District

Saturday, June 8, 2019
IAPD Boot Camp #6
Washington Park District

Monday June 17, 2019
IAPD Summer Golf Tour 
Outing #2
Mundelein Park & Recreation 
District

July 11, 2019
IAPD Leadership Classic
Lake County Forest Preserves
ThunderHawk Golf Club

Saturday, August 17, 2019
IAPD Park District 
Conservation Day
Illinois State Fair

Monday, August 26, 2019
IAPD Summer Golf Tour 
Outing #3
GolfVision Management Inc.
Settler's Hill Golf Course

Wednesday, September 18, 
2019
IAPD Summer Golf Tour 
Outing #4
Glenview Park District
Glenview Park Golf Club

September 24-26, 2019
NRPA Congress & Exhibition 
Baltimore, MD

October 4-6, 2019
IAPD Board Retreat
Tentative

Friday, November 1, 2019
Best of the Best Awards Gala
Wheeling Park District
Chevy Chase Country Club

Thursday, November 14, 2019
Legal Symposium
McDonald's U/Hyatt Lodge

January 23-25, 2020
2020 IAPD/IPRA Soaring to 
New Heights Conference
Hyatt Regency Chicago

Friday, October 16, 2020
2020 Best of the Best Awards 
Gala
Wheeling Park District's
Chevy Chase Country Club

IPRA
FEBRUARY
CPRP Exam Prep Series
Series of classes designed to 
prepare individuals for the 
National Recreation and Park 
Association's Certified Park and 
Recreation Professional (CPRP) 
exam. All four classes will be 
taught by Nikki Ginger of the 
Chicago Park District, and they 
will provide attendees with an 
intensive review of parks and 
recreation in the content areas 
of Programming, Human 
Resources, Finance, and 
Operations.

HR & Communications
Friday, February 1, 2019
Finance
Friday, March 8, 2019
Programming
Thursday, April 4, 2019
Operations
Friday, May 3, 2019

Webinar: Events that WOW!
Wednesday, February 13, 2019 
& Thursday, February 21, 2019
Award winning event planner, 
Réna Puébla, kicks off this year's 
webinar series with secrets and 
techniques that will transform 
the way you look at event 
planning. Réna will share 
practical tips that she has gained 
from more than 30 years in the 
business, including how to 
choose the right venue, security, 
and menu for large-scale 
community celebrations, small 
festivals, and business 
gatherings. 

MARCH
Webinar: What's on the 
Horizon – Everything from Y 
to Z
Wednesday, March 13, 2019 & 
Thursday, March 21, 2019
Learn the similarities and 
differences between the Gen Y - 
Millennials and the up-and-
coming Gen Z generations. 
Better understand how today's 
young adults, teens, and youth 
think and behave - whether staff 
or consumers. You'll learn how 
to create an environment of 
cooperation and open-
mindedness that will help you 
communicate across these 
dynamic groups.

Joint Section Education: Blast 
Away Procrastination
Wednesday, March 20, 2019
Are you overwhelmed with all 
that you've been putting off? Is 
it almost impossible to get 
yourself going? Do you know 
what you need to do in order 
to be successful at work, in a 
relationship, with your life - 
but you are just putting if off? 
Many people are constantly 
tired because of what they DO, 
but putting off what-you-
know-you-should-do is usually 
more exhausting, more 
debilitating than hard work, 
right? If you can't find the time 
for this session, perhaps THIS is 
the session you need! 

Certified Playground Safety 
Inspector Course
Tuesday, March 26 – Thursday, 
March 28, 2019
The CPSI course is a national 
certification program delivered 
by National Recreation and 
Park Association and co-hosted 
by the Illinois Park and 
Recreation Association. It is 
designed to train individuals 
how to identify hazards on 
public playgrounds and 
playground equipment, 
prioritize those hazards by 
injury potential, and establish a 
playground safety program.

APRIL
Webinar: Navigating the New 
Reality
Wednesday, April 10, 2019 & 
Thursday, April 18, 2019
Now, more than ever, leaders 
need to stay grounded, 
proactive, and adaptable. If it 
feels like you're navigating 
unchartered waters, you're not 
alone. This session will help 
you relieve the pressure of 
keeping up with technology, 
uncertainty, and fear of the 
future while offering solutions 
for better managing today's 
diverse and dynamic 
workforce.

Supervisor Symposium
Friday, April 12, 2019
Supervisor Symposium provides 
students and professionals in 
the recreation field a 
curriculum that builds a strong 
foundation of basic skills 
needed to obtain and succeed 
at a supervisory position. New, 
partially-seasoned 
professionals, and students will 
be provided with opportunities 
to learn skills and emerging 
trends that can be 
implemented immediately at 
on the job.
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People in Urbana love to ride their bikes and love biking to stay fit and to reduce their carbon footprint.

The Urbana Park District, recognizing this, is working hard to enhance biking in the community with 
strong, new bike programs.

“Biking is a great way for people to exercise,” said Corky Emberson, superintendent of recreation at the 
Urbana Park District. He continued, “It is also good for the environment as people use pedal power 

instead of horsepower to get around town. With that in mind, we want to make sure people have the 
best, safest and most convenient way to bike.”

B I K I N G
Is A Major Component For 

B Y M A R K S C H U L T Z , 
P U B L I C I N F O R M A T I O N A N D M A R K E T I N G M A N A G E R

U R B A N A P A R K D I S T R I C T 
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Connectivity key to biking expansion
The Urbana Park District has a long-term goal of 
expanding biking in the community. “The park district 
is committed to promoting fitness and green space in 
Urbana,” said Elsie Hedgspeth, outreach and wellness 
manager at the park district. “To that end, our long-
term plans include expanding and adding more bike 
paths around town and in our parks.” She continued, 
“Our goal is to eventually have our residents be able to 
bike to each and every one of our parks, no matter the 
location.”

A major step in bike connectivity happened in May of 
2018, when the park district opened the Kickapoo 
Rail Trail (KRT) trailhead at Weaver Park in Urbana. 
The existing seven miles of the KRT is built over old 
railroad tracks. People will someday be able to ride the 
rail trail 24 miles from Urbana in Champaign County, 
well into Vermilion County in eastern Illinois. 

“People can now get on the KRT from our park in east 
Urbana,” Emberson said. “It is a beautiful park and a 
safe place for people to park, unload their bikes, and go 
on a spectacular ride. We worked with the city of 
Urbana, the Champaign County Forest Preserve District 
and biking groups to make this a great trailhead.” 

“And, we were fortunate that the Urbana Parks 
Foundation provided a generous grant to fund 
construction for the trail head. It was a true partnership 
with groups dedicated to biking to make this happen,” 
Emberson explained. 

Partnerships key to expanded biking
This is just one component of the Urbana Park District's 
commitment to being bike friendly. The Urbana Green 
Loop is an idea supported in both the Urbana Bicycle 
Master Plan and Urbana Park District Trails Master Plan.
 

“Our goal is to eventually have our residents be able to bike 
to each and every one of our parks, no matter the location.”
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“The Green Loop is intended to connect Urbana 
neighborhoods, Downtown Urbana, and the University of 
Illinois to all Urbana Park District parks and facilities. It is 
intended to be a family-friendly path, available to users of 
all ages and abilities, and inviting both residents and 
visitors to explore Urbana,” said Kara Dudek, planner at 
the Urbana Park District. “We hope that people have 
access to a trail in every corner of the city and can bike to 
our parks from city trails.” 

The park district also participates in Urbana's Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Advisory Committee. “Many people in Urbana 
choose active forms of transportation,” Dudek said. “So, 
we really need to hear what bicyclists and walkers have to 
say. This committee is an excellent way for us to address 
people's concerns and needs as well as efficiently plan for 
the future.”

Commitment to bike programs
All the partnerships and expanding connectivity do nothing 
if people don't get on their bikes. The park district offers 
several biking programs for people of all ages.

“The programs, offered mostly in warm weather, encourage 
biking, bike safety, and a healthy life,” Hedgspeth said. 

“We incorporate biking and bike safety into all of our 
summer camps.”

If adults who want to learn more about biking as a primary 
source of transportation, the park district wants to speak to 
them. “We offer beginning bicycling classes for people ages 
18 and up. Adults learn bicycling basics and safe bicycling 
techniques in traffic from a certified instructor,” Hedgspeth 
explained. “It is vital for bikes and cars to share the road 
safely, and that class is a major component keeping people 
safe.”

For the weekend warriors, the park district partners with 
the Prairie Cycle Club for Saturday morning rides in the 
park district's beautiful Meadowbrook Park. For more 
hardcore riders, the club offers cross country rides of 10-
20 miles and longer rides of 40-60 miles. 

The Urbana Park District also supports free night rides. 
“Riding a bike during twilight in the summer is a special 
experience,” Hedgspeth said. The Prairie Cycle Club offers 
evening rides cross country (usually stopping at a rural 
town with a popular ice cream shop!), along with special 
“Full Moon Bike Rides” where cyclists can enjoy a sunset 
and moonrise over the prairie.

“We are proud to be recognized as bike friendly. Biking 
is a great way to exercise, get out in the fresh air and 
have fun with friends and family. We want more people 
to enjoy biking opportunities in our parks...” 



   w w w . I L p a r k s . o r g   J a n u a r y / F e b r u a r y 2 0 1 9   2 3

The Kickapoo Rail Trail offers great opportunities for 
individuals and families to ride bikes, and the park district 
encourages its use. May is Bike Month and the Urbana 
Park District celebrates bikes to the fullest. 

“We have a huge celebration at Weaver Park at the 
Kickapoo Rail Trail trailhead in May that features biking 
groups that answer people's questions, conduct bike safety 
checks and give information about various bike clubs and 
rides,” Hedgspeth said.

Many of the bike celebrations also feature local music, food 
and a party-like atmosphere.

 “Even if people don't bring their bikes to the event, they 
can learn about biking in the area and, hopefully, become 
riders,” Hedgspeth explained.

The park district's efforts are getting recognition. The 
League of American Bicyclists awarded the Urbana Park 
District a Silver Designation as a Bicycle Friendly Business 
in 2018. “We are proud to be recognized as bike friendly. 
Biking is a great way to exercise, get out in the fresh air 

and have fun with friends and family. We want more 
people to enjoy biking opportunities in our parks,” 
Emberson said.

The park district joins the city of Urbana in recognition. 
The League of American Bicyclists awarded the city as a 
Gold Bicycle Friendly Community.

Hedgspeth says the Urbana Park District wants to have 
more people ride bikes for several reasons. “Biking is easier 
on a person's joints that running, yet they can get the same 
cardio-vascular workout,” she said. “It also promotes 
community as people can bike with groups and make new 
friends. Kids can participate and get an early start on 
fitness. And it promotes a cleaner environment.”

And, expect more bike-friendly activities in the coming 
years. Emberson concluded, “Our motto is 'You Belong 
Here.' We want bike riders welcome in our parks and 
community and we are committed to increasing bike 
ridership in Urbana.”



When I learned that IAPD and IRPA would be featuring trails in its January/February 
Parks and Recreation magazine, I wanted to share our experiences with the newly 
opened Kickapoo Rail Trail (KRT). Located in east central Illinois, this converted rail 
corridor spans 24½ miles from Urbana to Kickapoo State Park, just west of 
Danville. The first seven miles, from Urbana to St. Joseph, were completed and have 
been open to the public for a little more than a year. 

Kickapoo My Ride 
My Ride 

on the on the 

Kickapoo 
Rail Trail
Rail Trail
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By Mary Ellen Wuellner, Executive Director 
Champaign County Forest Preserve



That day is finally here and I'm happy to have a place to 
leave my car, air up the tires on my bike, and set off. 
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But, what should I include in the article? I 
could talk about the history of the trail… 
how it began life as part of the Big Four 
(later New York Central, later Conrail, later 
CSX) railroad system. Or how it took an Illinois 
prairie pioneer by the name of David Monk and 
his Heartland Pathways non-profit to see the immense 
value in preserving this rapidly vanishing native Illinois 
landscape and the foresight to seek rail banking status to 
keep the corridor intact. Or maybe I could mention the 
Champaign County Design and Conservation Foundation 
(CCDCF) that paid the lease on the rail line for nearly 20 
years to hold the line while it negotiated a purchase price 
with one railroad company after another. Or, perhaps how 
the Champaign County Forest Preserve District and the  
Vermilion County Conservation District became partners 
with CCDCF in 2005 to take the lead in planning for the 
acquisition, development, and long-term management of 
the trail. It would certainly be important to note that it took 
another eight years for the acquisition to finally take place, 
with the Champaign County Forest Preserve District 
purchasing its trail mileage in 2013 and the Vermilion 
County Conservation District finalizing its purchase the 
following year.  

But no, I don't want to write about the 
history. So, I decided to take a bike ride on 

the KRT to get some ideas. 

It's a cloudy, cool Sunday in early October. I 
load my bike on my car and head over to the 

trailhead at the trail's western end. The Urbana Park 
District bought the Weaver Park property many years ago, 
long before the rail line was purchased, with the idea that 
someday it would become a place for KRT visitors to meet, 
park, and begin their journey. That day is finally here and 
I'm happy to have a place to leave my car, air up the tires 
on my bike, and set off. 

The first thing I notice, besides it being a little cooler than I 
thought, is the singing of chickadees and goldfinches 
enjoying the seeds of native plants in the Weaver Park 
prairie. So, I considering writing about the prairie species I 
see on my ride. The natural resources staff of the 
Champaign County Forest Preserve District has been very 
busy doing restoration work along the trail, but some of the 
best prairie remnants in the entire county were already 
here, long before the tracks were laid and the first trains 
came through. New England aster is plentiful along the 
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trail this time of year, as is its close relative aromatic aster. 
The purple daisy-like flowers look lovely among so much 
goldenrod and the yellow-gold of the sawtooth sunflower 
and black-eyed Susan. The common milkweed, not as 
colorful in the fall, is releasing seeds to set a new 
generation of the monarchs' favorite plant into bloom next 
fall. I haven't seen as many monarchs on this ride as I have 
at other times, but I love the fact that our habitat 
restoration efforts will lead to an increase in their numbers. 

No, I don't think I'll write about the prairie….

My ride takes me past the small town of Mayview. Not 
really a town at all, Mayview is an unincorporated area 
through which the trail runs. It consists of maybe two 
dozen homes and a couple small businesses. I can't find a 

population estimate but it can't be 
much more than 100. In Mayview, I 
ride past three young girls playing 
on the KRT – two sisters and their 
friend. They watch me approach, 
careful to move out of the middle of 
the trail when a cyclist comes by. I 
slow down to speak to them and 
notice they are not the least bit 
concerned about me – clearly 
they've already become accustomed 
to the friendly strangers that the 
trail has brought to their small 
community. I ask them if they like 
the trail. They point to the home 
that the two sisters occupy, about 
50 feet away, and tell me that their 
mom lets them play on the trail but 
they have to stay within sight of the 
house. They love riding their bikes 
on the trail and mom enjoys 
knowing they're close to home, and 
safe from traffic. Maybe I should 
write about how the trail offers a 
safe place for recreation, outdoor 
exercise, and non-vehicular 
transportation. 

No, I think I'll move on and see 
what else comes to mind. 

Shortly after, I arrive at Fulls Siding, 
a grain elevator adjacent to the KRT 
that has been owned and operated 
by Premier Cooperative since 1982. 
Premier is an Illinois farmer-owned 
cooperative providing agricultural 
commodities and energy products. 

At Fulls Siding, grain is brought in by local farmers for 
entry into the market. Premier prides itself on its long 
history in central Illinois and its impact on the local 
agricultural economy. Premier was instrumental in 
facilitating early Illinois prairie settlers' efforts to grow and 
market their crop and is still an important force in feeding 
the world. When this rail line was active, grain was 
shipped by train to major cities throughout the Midwest. 
Now, most of the transport is done by truck. 

In fact, as I ride by, several farmers pull in to unload 
truckloads of recently harvested field corn. I stop for a few 
minutes to watch, and think to myself, perhaps I should 
write about how the railroad played a major role in the 
establishment of east central Illinois' rich agricultural 
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history and strong local economy. I'll give that some more 
thought as I head west into St. Joseph, at the eastern end 
of this seven mile stretch of the KRT. 

Crossing the Salt Fork River bridge, I make it into 
downtown St. Joseph. The trail ends at Main Street, for 
now, anyway. A short section is currently under 
construction that will add another 1/3 mile, taking the trail 
into the more residential section of St. Joseph. At Main 
Street, just outside the Wheelhouse Restaurant, I run into 
my friend, Steve Hankel. Steve is unlocking his bike, which 
is chained to a rack near the restaurant along with eight 
other bikes. He tells me he just enjoyed lunch with a 
group of friends who rode over from Champaign-
Urbana on the KRT. I mention that I'm riding to 
inspire a story about the trail for an upcoming 
article in IAPD/IPRA's monthly park and 
recreation magazine, but as yet, the 
inspiration hasn't come. He looks at all the 
bikes in the rack and says “why don't you 
write about how trails benefit the local 
economy?” 

Steve has a point. The Wheelhouse is but one of 
several new eateries and businesses that have 
opened in St. Joseph to capture trail customers. In a 
recent conversation, Abby, who owns the restaurant along 
with her husband, told me how busy they've been since 
the trail opened and how they expect sales to keep 
increasing. In fact, her husband partnered with two others 
to open a barbecue restaurant in Ogden, the next town  
east through which the trail will run. Abby and Jeff, like 
several others, were smart enough to make the investment 

before the trail opened, knowing that real estate along the 
KRT would only increase in value like the land along so 
many other rail-trails across the country. 

We at the Champaign County Forest Preserve District have 
partnered with the University of Illinois and Trails for 
Illinois to conduct a user survey and economic 
development study of the KRT. Volunteers stop every third 
hiker, runner, or cyclist to ask if they're willing to share 
their thoughts and offer some data about funds they've 
spent in conjunction with their visit to the trail. University 
researchers are meeting with local businesses, nearby 

residents, and government officials to assess the 
trail's impact from the community's point of view. 

The study is still underway, and I look forward 
to the final report. 

So, although Steve's idea was a good one, 
no, I don't think I'll write about the 
economic impact. 

After a tour of the new trail section that's 
under construction in St. Joseph, I head back 

to the trail for the ride back home. This time, I 
make a point to notice the other people out on 

the KRT enjoying this chilly fall day. Runners, people 
walking dogs, a man hauling what I guess to be his 
grandson in a wagon, Steve's group of friends on bikes, a 
few solitary hikers, and the three girls I saw on my way to 
St. Joseph – about 35 in all – are among those using the 
KRT today. I make it back to my car, load my bike on the 
rack, and feel invigorated by my brisk ride. So, what have I 
decided to write? No idea.  
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Want to Read More? 

Keep up with the latest milestones, new hires, 

promotions and award winners in the Illinois park and 

recreation industry online. Visit our website, 

www.ILparks.org, and click on the Publications tab on 

the left. Select IP&R Magazine and then People and 

Places.

Want to submit news from your 

agency for People & Places?

E-mail information and jpegs to 

editorialdept@ILparks.org.  Jpegs should be 300 dpi 

at about 2 inches tall. 

Jennifer Hermonson Selected 
as New Addison Park District 
Executive Director

The Addison Park District's Board of 
Commissioners is proud to announce 
the hiring of Jennifer Hermonson as 
new executive director for the Addison 
Park District.
 
Hermonson holds a Bachelor of Science 

in Business Management and carries a Master of Business 
Administration. She is currently the deputy director of the 
Streamwood Park District. Prior to this position, she was the 
interim superintendent of park and planning, superintendent of 
business services and HR, and the human resource director for 
the Streamwood Park District. 
 
She oversees the district's overall strategic and day-to-day 
operations, including, but not limited to, the entire budget 
process, business services department, IT, marketing, finance 
and human resources.

Michael J. Leonard Named 
Next Channahon Park District 
Executive Director

Working with the Illinois Association of 
Park Districts and its Executive Director 
Search Service, the Channahon Park 
District Board of Commissioners has 
appointed Michael J. Leonard to the 
position of executive director following 
the retirement of Chuck Szoke.

Mike earned a degree in public relations from Illinois State 
University in 1992 and is a 1994 graduate of Western Illinois 
University, where he received a master's degree in parks and 
recreation administration. Mike returns to the Channahon Park 
District after serving as their superintendent of recreation from 
2002 – 2006 and over the last 12 years as director of parks 
and recreation for the city of Palos Heights.

Mike looks forward to working with the board and dedicated 
staff in continuing to provide outstanding parks and memorable 
experiences to the residents of Channahon.

Chuck Szoke to 

Retire from 

Channahon Park 

District
After more than 40 

years of public park 

and recreation service, 

Chuck Szoke will 

retire from the 

Channahon Park District on January 31. His 

entire career has been invested in 

Channahon.

The park district hired Chuck as its first ever 

full-time employee to a position of recreation 

coordinator as he graduated from the College 

of St. Francis in 1978. Working with an 

exceptional board of commissioners and a 

dedicated staff that has grown to over 300 

full-time and part-time members, Channahon 

grew into a National Golf Medal Grand Award 

recipient agency and is an IAPD/IPRA 

Distinguished Accredited Agency and carries 

the highest accreditation level from the Park 

District Risk Management Agency. 

In service to the profession, Chuck has 

presented at state and national conferences, 

and served on several IPRA/IAPD 

committees. He was a member and chaired 

the Board of Regents for the NRPA/NC State 

University Supervisors' Management School 

at Oglebay and has taught as an adjunct 

instructor for St. Francis.     

Locally, Chuck has served on numerous local 

and governmental boards and commissions. 

In retirement, he will continue as a member 

of the Rotary Club of Channahon-Minooka, a 

trustee with the Illinois Park and Recreation 

Foundation, and a member of the NRPA 

Conference Program Committee. 
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ARCHITECTS/
ENGINEERS

CHARLES VINCENT GEORGE 
ARCHITECTS
Bruce George
1245 E. Diehl Road, 
Suite 101
Naperville, IL 60563
630-357-2023 PH
630-357-2662 FX
bgeorge@cvgarchitects.com
cvgarchitects.com

DEWBERRY 
ARCHITECTS INC.
Daniel Atilano
25 S. Grove Ave., Ste. 500
Elgin, IL 60120
847-841-0571 PH
847-695-6579 FX
datilano@dewberry.com 
dewberry.com 

DLA ARCHITECTS, LTD.
Dave Dillon
Two Pierce Place
Suite 1300
Itasca, IL 60143
847-742-4063 PH
847-742-9734 FX
d.dillon@dla-ltd.com
dla-ltd.com

DLA ARCHITECTS, LTD.
Lou Noto 
Two Pierce Place
Suite 1300
Itasca, IL 60143
847-742-4063 PH
847-742-9734 FX
l.noto@dla-ltd.com
dla-ltd.com

ERIKSSON 
ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES
Michael Renner
145 Commerce Drive, 
Suite A
Grayslake, IL 60030
847-223-4804 PH
847-223-4864 FX
mrenner@eea-ltd.com
eea-ltd.com 

f

ACCOUNTANTS

KNUTTE & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C.
Matt Knutte
7900 S. Cass Ave.
Suite 210
Darien, IL 60561
630-960-3317 PH
630-960-9960 FX
donnyt@knutte.com
knutte.com 

LAUTERBACH & 
AMEN, LLP
Ron Amen
27W457 Warrenville Rd.
Warrenville, IL 60555
630-393-1483 PH
630-393-2516 FX
ramen@
lauterbachamen.com 
lauterbachamen.com 

AQUATICS

AQUA PURE 
ENTERPRISES
Thomas Todner
1404 Joliet Rd., Suite A
Romeoville, IL 60446
630-771-1310 PH
630-771-1301 FX
tom@aquapure-il.com 
aquapure-il.com 

HALOGEN SUPPLY 
COMPANY, INC.
Rich Hellgeth
4653 W. Lawrence Ave.
Chicago, IL 60630-2532
773-286-6300 PH
773-286-1024 FX
rhellgeth@halogensupply.com 
halogensupply.com 

SPEAR CORPORATION
Sam Blake
12966 North 50 West
Roachdale, IN 46172
765-577-3100 PH
765-577-3101 FX
sblake@spearcorp.com
spearcorp.com

ESI CONSULTANTS, LTD.
Joseph Chiczewski
1979 N. Mill Street, 
Suite 100
Naperville, IL 60563
630-420-1700 PH
630-420-1733
jchiczewski@esiltd.com
esiltd.com

FARNSWORTH GROUP, INC.
Christine Kleine
7707 N. Knoxville Ave., 
Suite 100
Peoria, IL 61614
309-689-9888 PH
309-689-9820 FX
ckleine@f-w.com 
f-w.com 

FGM ARCHITECTS
John Dzarnowski
1211 W. 22nd St.
Oak Brook, IL 60523
630-574-8300 PH
630-574-9292 FX
johnd@fgmarchitects.com 
fgmarchitects.com 

GEWALT-HAMILTON 
ASSOC., INC.
Tom Rychlik
625 Forest Edge Dr.
Vernon Hills, IL 60061-3105
847-478-9700 PH
847-478-9701 FX
trychlik@gha-engineers.com 
gha-engineers.com 

HR GREEN
Dave Reitz
420 N. Front St., Suite 100
McHenry, IL 60050
815-385-1778 PH
815-385-1781 FX
dreitz@hrgreen.com
hrgreen.com

RATIO
Matthew Zetzl
101 South Pennsylvania Street
Indianapolis, IN 46204
317-663-4040 PH
mzetzl@ratiodesign.com
ratiodesign.com

SHEEHAN NAGLE HARTRAY 
ARCHITECTURE
Eric Penney
55 West Wacker Drive, 
Suite 302
Chicago, IL 60601
312-425-1000 PH
312-425-1001 FX
epenney@naglehartray.com
naglehartray.com 

STANTEC CONSULTING 
SERVICES, INC.
Jim Maland
2335 Hwy 36 West
St. Paul, MN 55113
651-636-4600 x4900 PH
651-636-1311 FX
jim.maland@stantec.com
Stantec.com

STUDIO 222 ARCHITECTS
Tim Schmitt
222 S. Morgan St., 
Suite 4B
Chicago, IL 60607
312-850-4970 PH
312-850-4978 FX
tschmitt@studio222architects.com
studio222architects.com

WIGHT & COMPANY
Bob Ijams
2500 N. Frontage Rd.
Darien, IL 60561
630-739-6703 PH
630-969-7979 FX
rijams@wightco.com
wightco.com

WILLIAMS 
ARCHITECTS, LTD.
500 Park Boulevard, 
Suite 800
Itasca, IL 60143
630-221-1212 PH
630-221-1220 FX
williams@williams-architects.com
williams-architects.com

W-T GROUP
Troy Triphahn
2675 Pratum Ave.
Hoffman Estates, IL 
60192-3703
224-293-6333 PH
224-293-6444 FX
troy.triphahn@wtengineering.com 
wtengineering.com

IAPD CORPORATE/ASSOCIATE MEMBERS        represents a donation to the Friends of Illinois Parks Foundationf
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ROBBINS SCHWARTZ
Steven B. Adams
Guy C. Hall
55 West Monroe Street, 
Suite 800
Chicago, IL 60603
312-332-7760 PH
312-332-7768 FX
sadams@robbins-
schwartz.com
ghall@robbins-schwartz.com
robbins-schwartz.com

TRESSLER LLP
Charlene Holtz
233 S. Wacker Drive

nd22  Floor
Chicago, IL 60606
312-627-4168 PH
312-627-1717 FX
choltz@tresslerllp.com 
tsmp.com 

BACKGROUND 
CHECKS

SSCI – BACKGROUND 
CHECKS
Chris Goodman
1853 Piedmont Rd.
Suite 100
Marietta, GA 30066
866-996-7412 PH
cgoodman@ssci2000.com
ssci2000.com

BANKING

MB FINANCIAL BANK
Sean P. Durkin
1151 State Street
Lemont, IL 60439
630-297-5987 PH
630-257-2421 FX
sdurkin@mbfinancial.com
mbfinancial.com

BRONZE PLAQUES/ 
STATUES

BRONZE MEMORIAL CO.
Rick Gurrieri
1842 N. Elston Ave.
Chicago, IL 60642
773-276-7972 PH
773-276-9656 FX
Rgurrieri@aol.com
bronzememco.com

ATTORNEYS

ANCEL GLINK DIAMOND
BUSH DICIANNI & 
KRAFTHEFER
Derke Price
140 South Dearborn Street
6th Floor
Chicago, IL 60603
312-782-7606 PH
312-782-0943 FX
dprice@ancelglink.com 
ancelglink.com 

BROOKS, TARULIS & 
TIBBLE, LLC
Rick Tarulis
101 N. Washington Street
Naperville, IL 60540
630-355-2101 PH
630-355-7843 FX
rtarulis@napervillelaw.com 
napervillelaw.com

CHAPMAN AND CUTLER
Kelly K.Kost
111 W. Monroe St.
Chicago, IL 60603-4080
312-845-3814 PH
312-576-1814 FX
kost@chapman.com 
chapman.com 

FRANCZEK RADELET P.C.
Chris Johlie
300 S. Wacker Drive, 
Suite 3400
Chicago, IL 60606
312-786-6152 PH
312-986-9192 FX
caj@franczek.com
franczek.com

HERVAS, CONDON & 
BERSANI, P.C.
Michael Bersani
333 Pierce Road, Suite 195
Itasca, IL 60143
630-773-4774 PH
630-773-4851 FX
mbersani@hcbattorneys.com
hcbattorneys.com

ICE MILLER LLP
Shelly Scinto
200 West Madison Street, 
#3500
Chicago, IL 60606
312-726-8116 PH
312-726-2529 FX
Shelly.Scinto@icemiller.com
icemiller.com

LAMP INCORPORATED
Ian Lamp
PO Box 865
Elgin, IL 60121-0865
847-741-7220 PH
847-741-9677 FX
ilamp@lampinc.com
lampinc.com 

LEOPARDO 
COMPANIES, INC.
Leigh McMillen
5200 Prairie Stone Parkway
Hoffman Estates, IL 60192
847-783-3816 PH
847-783-3817 FX
lamcmillen@leopardo.com
leopardo.com 

NORWALK CONCRETE 
INDUSTRIES
Scott Kinnamon
80 Commerce Drive
Norwalk, OH 44857
800-733-3624 PH
419-663-0627 FX
skinn@nciprecast.com
nciprecast.com

V3 COMPANIES
Ed Fitch
7325 Janes Ave.
Woodridge, IL 60517
630-729-6329 PH
630-724-9202 FX
efitch@v3co.com 
v3co.com

CONSULTANTS

AQITY RESEARCH & 
INSIGHTS, INC.
Jeff Andreasen
820 Davis St.
Suite 502
Evanston, IL 60201
847-424-4171 PH
847-328-8995 FX
j.andreasen@aqityresearch.com
aqityresearch.com

INSPEC, INC.
David Foler
8618 W. Catalpa
Suites 1109-1110
Chicago, IL 60656
773-444-0206 PH
773-444-0221 FX
dfoler@inspec.com
inspec.com

CATERING/
EVENT PLANNING

BUONA BEEF / BEYOND 
EVENTS CATERING
Rob Cummings
6833 Roosevelt Road
Berwyn, IL 60402
708-749-2333 PH
708-749-5429 FX
rcummings@buona.com
www.buona.com

CONCESSION 
EQUIPMENT 
& SUPPLIES

GOLD MEDAL 
PRODUCTS CO.
Matt Loew
450 N. York Rd.
Bensenville, IL 60106
800-767-5352 PH
630-860-5980 FX
mloew@gmpopcorn.com
goldmedalchicago.com

CONSTRUCTION 
MANAGEMENT

CORPORATE 
CONSTRUCTION 
SERVICES
Michael Rink or Douglas Rink
1323 Butterfield Rd. 
Suite 110
Downers Grove, IL 60515
630-271-0500 PH
630-271-0505 FX
ccs@corporateconstruction
services.com
corporateconstruction
services.com

FREDERICK QUINN CORP.
Jack Hayes
103 South Church Street
Addison, IL 60101
630-628-8500 PH
630-628-8595 FX
jhayes@fquinncorp.com
fquinncorp.com

HENRY BROS CO.
Marc Deneau

th9821 S. 78  Ave.
Hickory Hills, IL 60457
708-430-5400 PH
708-430-8262 FX
info@henrybros.com 
henrybros.com 

f
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FINANCE

EHLERS & ASSOCIATES INC.
John Piemonte
525 West Van Buren Street 
Suite 450
Chicago, IL 60607-3823
312-638-5250 PH
312-638-5245 FX
Jpiemonte@ehlers-inc.com 
ehlers-inc.com 

SPEER FINANCIAL, INC.
David Phillips
One North LaSalle
Suite 4100
Chicago, IL 60602
312-780-2280 PH
312-346-8833 FX
dphillips@speerfinancial.com 
speerfinancial.com 

FLOORING

SPORT COURT MIDWEST
Patrick Walker
747 Church Rd, Suite G10
Elmhurst, IL 60126
630-350-8652 PH
630-350-8657 FX
info@courtofsport.com 
courtofsport.com 

HOSPITALITY

HILTON CHICAGO
John G. Wells
720 South Michigan Avenue
Chicago, IL 60605
312-922-4400 PH
312-431-6940 FX
john.wells@hilton.com
hiltonchicago.com 

HYATT
Sarah Welsch
151 E Wacker Dr.
Chicago, Illinois 60601
312-239-4559 PH
sarah.welsch@hyatt.com
hyatt.com

INSURANCE

COORDINATED 
BENEFITS COMPANY, LLC
Jim Patrician
923 N. Plum Grove Road 
Suite C
Schaumburg, IL 60173
847-605-8560 PH
jpatrician@cbcco.com
cbcco.com

KEMPERSPORTS 
MANAGEMENT, INC.
Douglas Hellman
50 Skokie Blvd., Suite 444
Northbrook, IL 60062
847-480-4853 PH
dhellman@kempersports.com
kempersports.com

ENERGY
MANAGEMENT

COMED ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY 
PROGRAM
Tassany Campbell 
Three Lincoln Centre
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181
630-437-2494 PH
Tassany.Campbell@ComEd.com
comed.com

SEVEN UTILITY 
MANAGEMENT 
CONSULTANTS
Dale Snyder
7704 Oakridge Rd.
North Little Rock, AR 72116
501-835-3142 PH
866-546-8561 FX
dsnyder@sevenutility.com 
sevenutility.com

TRANE
Aaron Raftery
7100 S Madison Street
Willowbrook, IL 60527
630-203-7007 PH
aaron.raftery@irco.com
trane.com

ENTERTAINMENT

MEDIEVAL TIMES DINNER 
AND TOURNAMENT
Susan O’Herron
2001 N. Roselle Rd.
Schaumburg, IL 60195
847-882-1496 PH
847-882-0202 FX
Susan.OHerron
@medievaltimes.com
medievaltimes.com

OPENLANDS
Gerald Adelmann or 
Lenore Beyer-Clow
25 E. Washington
Suite 1650
Chicago, IL 60602
312-427-4256 PH
312-427-6251 FX
jadelman@openlands.org or 
lbeyer-clow@openlands.org
openlands.org 

LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTS
 
GREENBERGFARROW
Lori Vierow
21 S. Evergreen Avenue
Suite 200
Arlington Heights, Il 60005
847-788-0913 PH
847-788-9536 FX
lvierow@greenbergfarrow.com
greenbergfarrow.com

HITCHCOCK DESIGN 
GROUP
Bill Inman
221 W. Jefferson Ave.
Naperville, IL 60540-5397
630-961-1787 PH
630-961-9925 FX
binman@hitchcockdesign
group.com 
hitchcockdesigngroup.com
 

LANDSCAPE 
SERVICES/
SUPPLIES

COYOTE, LSP
33460 N. Lone Rock Ln.
Wildwood, Illinois 60030
847-693-9348 PH
coyotelsp.com

FOREVERLAWN 
CHICAGO
Justin Lettenberger
3438 Colony Bay Drive
Rockford, IL 61109
920-901-0361 PH
justin@chicago.
foreverlawn.com
foreverlawn.com/chicago

ILLINOIS PARKS ASSOCIATION 
RISK SERVICES (IPARKS)
Ryan Pnakovich
2000 W. Pioneer Parkway
Suite 25
Peoria, IL 61615
800-692-9522 PH
309-692-9602 FX
rpnakovich@bfgroup.com 
bfgroup.com 

PARK DISTRICT RISK 
MANAGEMENT AGENCY 
(PDRMA)
Brett Davis
2033 Burlington Avenue
Lisle, IL 60532
630-769-0332 PH
630-769-0449 FX
bdavis@pdrma.org 
pdrma.org 

INVESTMENTS

PFM ASSET 
MANAGEMENT LLC
Michelle Binns
222 N. LaSalle, Suite 910
Chicago, IL 60601
312-523-2423 PH
312-977-1570 FX
binnsm@pfm.com
pfm.com 

PMA FINANCIAL 
NETWORK, INC. 
Courtney Soesbe

th2135 Citygate Ln., 7  Floor
Naperville, IL 60563
630-657-6421 PH
630-718-8710 FX
csoesbe@pmanetwork.com
pmanetwork.com 

LAND 
PRESERVATION

THE ILLINOIS NATURE 
CONSERVANCY
Ashley Maybanks
8 S. Michigan Ave., Ste 900 
Chicago, Illinois 60603
amaybanks@TNC.ORG
nature.org/illinois

f
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HOMER INDUSTRIES, LLC
Todd Hahn
14000 S. Archer Ave.
Lockport, IL 60441
815-838-0863 PH
815-838-0863 FX
ToddHahn@homertree.com
homerindustries.com 

KAFKA GRANITE
Tiffany Kafka
550 E. Hwy 153
Mosinee, WI 54455
800-852-7415 PH
tiffany@kafkagranite.com
kafkagranite.com 

MCGINTY BROS., INC. 
LAWN AND TREE CARE
Brian McGinty
3744 E. Cuba Rd.
Long Grove, IL 60047
847-438-5161 PH
847-438-1883 FX
brian@mcgintybros.com 
mcgintybros.com 

NELS JOHNSON TREE 
EXPERTS
John Johnson
912 Pitner Avenue
Evanston, IL 60202
847-475-1877 PH
847-475-0037 FX
jjohnson@
nelsjohnsontree.com
nelsjohnsontree.com

LIGHTING

MUSCO SPORTS 
LIGHTING
100 1st Ave. W
Oakaloosa, IA 52577
800-825-6030 PH
lighting@musco.com
musco.com 

MARKETING

BARTON MARKETING 
GROUP
Alexander Barton
1007 Cleveland Avenue
Park Ridge, Illinois 60068
847-720-4495 PH
alexander@bartonchicago.com
bartonchicago.com

PARKS & 
PLAYGROUNDS

CUNNINGHAM 
RECREATION
Renee Beard
2135 City Gate Ln., 
Suite 300
Naperville, IL 60563
800-942-1062 PH
630-554-3750 FX
renee@cunninghamrec.com
cunninghamrec.com 

KOMPAN
Todd Stortz
4170 N Marine Dr, 8L
Chicago, Illinois 60613
312-622-7492 PH
todsto@kompan.com
kompan.com

NUTOYS LEISURE 
PRODUCTS
Sheilah Wasielewski
915 Hillgrove
PO Box 2121
LaGrange, IL 60525
800-526-6197 PH
708-579-0109 FX
sheilahw@nutoys4fun.com
nutoys4fun.com

RAINBOW FARM 
ENTERPRISES INC. 
Jackie Musch
25715 S. Ridgeland Avenue
Monee, IL 60449
708-534-1070 PH
708-534-1138 FX
rainbowfarms@nettech.com

TEAM REIL INC.
John Cederlund
17421 Marengo Rd.
Union, IL 60180
888-438-7345 PH
815-923-2204 FX
john@getreil.com 
getreil.com 

PHOTOGRAPHY

JAFFE FILMS, INC.
Greg Bizzaro
6135 River Bend Drive
Lisle, IL 60532
630-730-3777 PH
630-353-0887 FX

PURCHASING

TIPS
Jeff Shokrian or 
Randy Ramey
4845 US Hwy 271 North
Pittsburg, TX 75686
866-839-8477 PH
866-839-8472 FX
jeff.shokrian@tips-usa.com or
randy.ramey@tips-usa.com
tips-usa.com 

SIGNAGE

DIVINE SIGNS, INC.
Jeff Miller
601 Estes Avenue
Schaumburg, IL 60173
847–534–9220 PH
jmiller@divinesignsinc.com 
divinesignsinc.com

SURFACING 
MATERIALS

POROUS PAVE INC.
Jay Oosterhouse

th4385 E. 110
Grant, MI 49327
888-448-3873 PH
jay@porouspaveinc.com
porouspaveinc.com 
 

TECHNOLOGY

ACCESS ONE
Nichole Maschhoff

th820 W. Jackson, 6  Floor
Chicago, IL 60607
312-441-9315 PH
nmaschhoff@accessoneinc.com
accessoneinc.com

CALL ONE
Larry Widmer
225 W. Wacker Drive, 
8th Floor
Chicago, IL 60606
312-496-6693 PH
312-681-8301 FX
lwidmer@callone.com
callone.com

VERMONT SYSTEMS
Kathy Messier
12 Market Pl
Essex Junction, VT 05452
802-879-6993 PH
kathym@vermontsystems.com
vermontsystems.com 

TRANSPORTATION

BEST BUS SALES
Robert L. Zimmerman
1216 Rand Road
Des Plaines, IL 60016
847-297-3177 PH
847-789-8592 FX
rob@bestbussales.com
bestbussales.com

MONROE TRUCK EQUIPMENT
Sarah Monson

th1051 W. 7  St. 
Monroe, WI 53566
608-329-8112 PH
smonson@monroetruck.com
monroetruck.com

TRAINING

SERVE AND 
PROTECT LAW, LLC
Joe Crimmins
3400 W. Stonegate Blvd,#2339
Arlington Heights, IL 60005
847-691-1665 PH
joe@serveandprotectlaw.com

WATER RECREATION

WATER TECHNOLOGY, INC.
Jen Gerber
100 Park Avenue
Beaver Dam, WI 53916
920-887-7375 PH
920-887-7999 FX
info@wtiworld.com
wtiworld.com 

WHITEWATER WEST
Justin Yeager
6700 McMillan Way
Richmond, British Columbia
V6W1J7, Canada
604-273-1068 PH
justin.yeager@whitewaterwest.com
whitewaterwest.com

WORKERS 
COMPENSATION

ILLINOIS PUBLIC RISK FUND
Robert M. Buhs
7851 W. 185th Street
Suite 101
Tinley Park, IL 60477
708-2429-6300 PH
708-429-6488 FX
rbuhs@iprf.com
iprf.com

f

f
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IPRA

ALLCHEM PERFORMANCE 
PRODUCTS
Brian Bokowy
6010 NW 1st Place 
Gainesville, FL 32607
brian.bokowy@allchem.com
352-213-0121 PH
vantagewatercare.com

AMERICAN CARNIVAL MART
Mark Haug
1317 Lindbergh Plaza Center 
St. Louis, MO 63132
mark@funcarnival.com
314-991-6818 PH
funcarnival.com

ANCEL GLINK DIAMOND 
BUSH DICIANNI & KRAFTHEFER 
P.C.
Robert Bush
140 S. Dearborn Street 
6th Floor 
Chicago, IL 60603
rbush@ancelglink.com
312-604-9105 PH
ancelglink.com

AQUATIC COUNCIL, LLC
Timothy Auerhahn, CPOI
78 Lyndale Drive 
Rochester, NY 14624
tim@aquaticcouncil.com
585-415-6926 PH
aquaticcouncil.com

BID EVOLUTION 
Steve Kulovits
1905 Sequoia Dr. Suite 201
Aurora, IL 60506
stevek@bidevolution.com
630-450-8360 PH

CENTRAL LIFE SCIENCES
John Neberz
1501 E. Woodfield Road 
Suite 200W 
Schaumburg, IL 60173
jneberz@central.com
847-330-5385

CHAPMAN AND CUTLER LLP
Stephanie DiSilvestro
111 W Monroe St
Chicago, IL60603
disilves@chapman.com
312-845-3813 PH
chapman.com

CUNNINGHAM RECREATION
Michele Breakfield
2135 City Center Lane 
Suite 300 
Naperville, IL 60563
michele@cunninghamrec.com
800-438-2780 PH
cunninghamrec.com

DEWBERRY ARCHITECTS INC.
Daniel Atilano
25 S Grove Ave Ste 500 
Elgin, IL 60120
datilano@dewberry.com
847-847-0571 PH
dewberry.com

EXCEL AERIAL IMAGES, LLC
Eric Lee Wilson, CPRP
1137 E Woodrow Ave 
Lombard, IL 60148
ericlee@excelaerialimagesllc.com
224-775-4623 PH

FGM ARCHITECTS
John Dzarnowski
1211 W. 22nd Street 
Suite 705 
Oak Brook, IL 60523
johnd@fgmarchitects.com
630-574-8300 PH
fgmarchitects.com

FRANCZEK RADELET P.C
Chris Johlie
300 S Wacker Drive 
Suite 3400 
Chicago, IL 60606
caj@franczek.com
312-786-6152 PH
franczek.com

FULL ARMOR PROTECTION 
GROUP, LLC
Rick Andres Sanchez
6412 W 27th St
Berwyn, IL 60402
rsanchez@fullarmorworldwide.com
708-543-9002 PH
faprotectiongroup.com

GEWALT HAMILTON 
ASSOCIATES
Michael Shrake
625 Forest Edge Dr
Vernon Hills, IL 60061-4104
mshrake@gha-engineers.com
847-478-9700 PH

GLI, INC.
George Petecki
1410 Mills Rd 
Joliet, IL 60433-9561
bridget@
georgeslandscaping.com
815-774-0350 PH

GREEN-UP
Bernard Schroeder
23940 Andrew Road 
Plainfield, IL 60585
sandy@green-up.com
815-372-3000 PH
green-up.com

GREG PETRY 
CONSULTING
Greg Petry, CPRE
474 Glendenning Place 
Waukegan, IL 60087
greg@gregpetryconsulting.com
847-287-4721

HITCHCOCK DESIGN 
GROUP
Bill Inman
225 W. Jefferson Ave. 
Naperville, IL 60540
binman@hitchcockdesigngroup.com
630-961-1787 PH
hitchcockdesigngroup.com

JEFF ELLIS AND 
ASSOCIATES, INC.
Joe Stefanyak
PO Box 2160
Windermere, FL 34786-2160
joe.stefanyak@jellis.com
407-401-7120 PH

KI FURNITURE
Jim Heyden
PO Box 4135 
St Charles, IL 60174
jim.heyden@ki.com
847-867-7898 PH
ki.com

LAMP INCORPORATED
Ian Lamp
460 N. Grove Avenue 
Elgin, IL 60120
ilamp@lampinc.net
847-741-7220 (305) PH
lampinc.net

LAUTERBACH & AMEN, LLP
Ron Amen
668 N. River Road 
Naperville, IL 60563
ramen@lauterbachamen.com
630-393-1483 PH
lauterbachamen.com

LEGAT ARCHITECTS, INC.
Marc Rhode, AIA, LEED AP
2015 Spring Road #175
Oak Brook, IL 60523
630-990-3535 PH
mrohde@legat.com

LYRIC OPERA OF CHICAGO
Brittany Gonzalez
20 N Wacker Drive, Ste 860
Chicago, IL 60606-2899
bgonzalez@lyricopera.org
312-827-5927 PH

HR SOURCE/MANAGEMENT 
ASSOCIATION
Christopher Schneider
3025 Highland Parkway 
Suite 225 
Downers Grove, IL 60515
CSchneider@hrsource.org
630-963-7600 x232 PH

MELROSE 
PYROTECHNICS
Jonathan Gesse
P.O. Box 302 
Kingsbury, IN 46345
Jon@melrosepyro.com
219-393-5522 PH
melrosepyro.com

PDRMA
Brett Davis 
2033 Burlington Ave 
Lisle, IL 60532-1646
bdavis@pdrma.org
630-769-0332 PH
pdrma.org

PLAY & PARK 
STRUCTURES
Steve Casada
303 Bass St 
Park Hills, MO 63601
scasada@playandpark.com
573-631-1968 PH

PLAY & PARK STRUCTURES 
OF NORTHERN IL/PLAY & 
PARK STRUCTURES
Patrick Puebla
4516 21st Avenue 
Moline, IL 6126
ppuebla@playandpark.com
309-339-0536 PH

PLAY ILLINOIS
Margaret Chaidez
4716 Roslyn Rd 
Downers Grove, IL 60515-
5810
mchaidez@playil.com
630-730-3645 PH
playil.com 

RAIN BIRD CORPORATION
Scott Akey
1061 S 250 W 
Albion, IN 46701
sakey@rainbird.com
260-409-2196 PH
rainbird.com

RAMUC POOL PAINT
Rebecca Spencer
36 Pine Street 
Rockaway, NJ 7866
rspencer@ramucpoolpaint.com
800-745-6756 PH
ramucpoolpaint.com

IPRA COMMERCIAL MEMBERS
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SANTA'S VILLAGE LLC DBA 
AZOOSMENT PARK LLC
Liz Phoularong
601 Dundee Ave East 
Dundee, IL 60118
groupfun@svdundee.com
847-426-6751 PH
santasvillagedundee.com

SHEEHAN NAGLE HARTRAY 
ARCHITECTURE
Eric Penney
30 W Monroe St Ste 900 
Chicago, IL 60603-2405
eric@sheehannaglehartray.com
312-633-2900 PH
sheehannaglehartray.com

SMITHGROUP, LLC
Brett Weidl
35 E. Wacker Drive Suite 900 
Chicago, IL 60601
brett.weidl@smithgroupjjr.com
312-641-0770 PH
smithgroupjjr.com

SPEER FINANCIAL
Aaron Gold
One North LaSalle
Suite 4100 
Chicago, IL 60602
agold@speerfinancial.com
312-780-2282

STUDIO 222 ARCHITECTS
Bridget Fallon
222 S Morgan St Ste 4B 
Chicago, IL 60607-3093
bfallon@studio222architects.com
312-850-4970 PH
studio222architects.com

STUDIO BLOOM, INC.
Patty King
115 East Ogden Avenue 
Suite 117-360 
Naperville, IL 60563
patty.king@studiobloominc.com
312-882-2424 PH
studiobloominc.com

TEQWORKS
Matt Sidman
117 Flinn St 
Batavia, IL 60510-2471 
matt@teqworks.com
630-482-2227 PH
teqworks.com

THE AT GROUP
Jerry Aulisio
31 Morris Street 
Park Ridge, IL 60068
jaulisio@theatgrp.com
312-246-8850 PH
theatgrp.com

THE LAKOTA GROUP
Scott Freres
116 W. Illinois St. 7th Floor 
Chicago, IL 60610
info@thelakotagroup.com
312-467-5445 PH
thelakotagroup.com

THE MULCH CENTER 
Jim Seckelmann
21457 N Milwaukee Avenue
Deerfield, IL 60015
jim@mulchcenter.com 
847-459-7200 PH

VERMONT SYSTEMS, INC.
Kathy Messier
12 Market Place
Essex Junction, VT 5452
877-883-8757 PH
kathym@VermontSystems.com

VISIONARY WEBWORKS 
John Staples
956 S Bartlett Rd Ste 276
Bartlett, IL 60103-6552
johns@visionarywebworks.com
630-372-7338 PH
visonaryweboworks.com

WHITEWATER WEST 
INDUSTRIES, LTD.
Steve Brinkel
730 West Hampden Avenue 
Englewood, CO 80110
steve.brinkel@whitewaterwest.com
604-273-1068 PH

WIGHT & COMPANY
Robert Ijams
2500 N. Frontage Road 
Darien, IL 60561-1511
rijams@wightco.com
630-739-6644 PH
wightco.com

WILLIAMS ARCHITECTS
Olga Henderson
500 Park Blvd Ste 800 
Itasca, IL 60143
ohhenderson@williamsarchitects.com
630-221-1212 PH
williams-architects.com

WINTRUST FINANCIAL 
CORPORATION
Aimee Briles
9700 W. Higgins Road 4th Floor 
Rosemont, IL 60018
abriles@wintrust.com
630-560-2120 PH
wintrust.com

WT GROUP
Jaclyn Triphahn
2675 Pratum Avenue 
Hoffman Estates, IL 60192
Jaclyn.Triphahn@wtengineering.com
224-293-6333 PH
wtengineering.com

3 4   I l l i n o i s P a r k s & R e c r e a t i o n  w w w . I L i p r a . o r g






	1-5
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5

	6-11
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6

	12-19
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8

	20-23
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4

	24-27
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4

	28
	Page 1

	29-36
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8


