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FROM THE EDITOR

Delivering A Full 
Array of Sports

A crucial component to 
any parks and recreation 
agency is meeting the 
needs of those involved in 
sports.

There are time-tested 
offerings such as baseball, basketball courts and 
soccer fields that many take for granted that have 
just always been there. The challenge of 
maintaining these fields and courts along with 
being a reliable home to recreational and 
competitive play means that high quality is 
expected.

There are also new and emerging trends that are 
bringing in new crowds to agencies. For instance, 
technological assets like Toptracer are bringing 
excitement and new opportunities to park 
districts throughout the state. These innovations 
are changing the way visitors experience 
recreation.

This issue looks at both of these topics. In 
“Transforming a Winter Ice Rink Into a Year-
Round Community Hub” on page 44, the 
Glencoe Park District shares how they found an 
opportunity to add value to a seasonal facility. In 
“The Challenges and Rewards of Hosting Large-
Scale Tournaments at Your Park” on page 40, the 
Oak Brook Park District looks at how to be 
versatile to handle any type of sport while 
delivering high quality. Finally, on page 14, the 
Byron Forest Preserve District goes into detail 
about how Toptracer has brought new crowds in 
“PrairieFire Golf & Grill: A Toptracer® Story.”

It's always a joy and pleasure to see how parks, 
forest preserves, conservation, recreation and 
special recreation agencies are adapting and 
growing with every year.

Thanks for reading!
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Hone Your Leadership Skills in 2024

w w w . I L i p r a . o r g

One of the great opportunities serving as a park 
commissioner provides is being a recognized leader in your 
community. It also gives you a chance to further develop the 
leader within you. 

Many times, we hear references to a person as a born leader, 
but in reality, this trait is not typically innate, but rather 
learned, developed, and refined. 
This is good news for all of us who have the desire to be life-
long learners, and you can't really thrive as a park 
commissioner without this commitment. 

The foundation of leadership development is to treat others 
(park district staff, the public and fellow commissioners) as 
you would like to be treated When you combine this basic 
tenant of good leadership with the diligence to continually 
expand your knowledge and hone your skills, you and your 
team will reach new heights of success.

It is also a core service of the IAPD to provide rich content 
for this lifelong learning in a wide variety of educational 
opportunities from interactive face-to-face seminars and 
conferences to webinars and online self-directed programs.

With this commitment in mind, the Illinois Association of 
Park Districts is pleased to present the 2024 IAPD 
Leadership Institute. 

This unique educational series is designed to enhance the 
personal growth and professional development of those 
holding leadership and governance roles within park 
districts, forest preserves, conservation, recreation and 
special recreation agencies. 

Collectively, this series will transform your leadership skills 
and take you to the next level. It is an important opportunity 
for board members to attend this training as their leadership 
is critical to an agency's success. 

It has been demonstrated that board members and 
professionals with advanced leadership skills add a 
tremendous value to their agencies and those they serve.

This takes place as follows: four-part series on Leadership 

Thursday, May 2, 2024
In-Person Workshop, 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

“Persuade with Power:  Master the Art of Influencing 
Others”
Itasca Park District's Recreation & Fitness Center
350 E. Irving Park Road | Itasca, Illinois 60143
How do you communicate with others so that they want to 
say yes to your requests? Studies show that the average 
person spends more than 40% of their time trying to 
motivate others to act. As a park and recreation advocate, 
your bar is even higher! What if it could be easier to create 
communications that interest your board constituents and 
staff in order to persuade them to follow your 
recommendations? 

Thursday, June 6, 2024
Virtual Meeting, 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

“Success Skills: How to Achieve More by Making 
Habits You Want and Breaking Habits that Hold You 
Back”
Aristotle said, “We are what we repeatedly do.” Excellence, 
then is not an act, but a habit. Yet we frequently overlook 
the building blocks to our successes or failures: our habits. 
In this session, you will see how habits create hidden 
systems that determine results. And you will learn simple 
techniques to harness your habits to build personal and 
professional success systems. 

“Live a good life, and in 
the end, it is not the years 
in the life, it is the life in 
the years.” 
            – Abraham Lincoln
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April 10-12 
Financial 
Sustainability 
Certification Program
Ashbury's at Boughton 
Ridge Golf Course
Bolingbrook Park 
District

May 7  
Parks Day at the 
Capitol
State Capitol, Springfield

May 7  
Legislative Reception  
Illini Country Club, 
Springfield

May 8  
Legislative 
Conference
Crowne Plaza, 
Springfield

April-May 
Flying 4 Kids Months
Statewide Kite Fly

Aug. 17  
Park District 
Conservation Day
State Fairgrounds, 
Springfield

Oct. 8-10 
NRPA Annual 
Conference
Atlanta, Georgia

Oct. 25  
Best of the Best 
Awards Gala
Chevy Chase Country 
Club
Wheeling Park District

Nov. 7  
Legal Symposium
Hyatt 
Lodge/Conference 
Center 
Oak Brook, IL

Jan. 23-25, 2025
2025 IAPD/IPRA 
Soaring to New 
Heights Conference
Hyatt Regency, Chicago

IAPD Calendar of Events

Leadership 
Institute
Thursday, May 2 
In-Person
Itasca Park District

Thursday, June 6 
Virtual

Thursday, July 25 
Virtual 

Thursday, August 22 
In-Person
Itasca Park District

IAPD Summer 
Golf Tour
Wednesday, July 31
Sanctuary Golf Course
New Lenox Community 
Park District

Monday, August 26
Shepherd's Crook Golf 
Course
Zion Park District

Monday, September 30
Sunset Valley Golf Club
Park District of 
Highland Park

Thursday, July 25, 2024
Virtual Meeting, 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

“How to Get What You Want: Communicating for Results”
Studies consistently show that effective communication is key to personal 
and professional success. After all, how can you get what you want if you 
can't express what you want? Learn practical techniques to increase 
productivity, inspire others, and achieve your goals by improving your 
communication skills.

Thursday, August 22, 2024
Itasca Park District's Recreation & Fitness Center
350 E. Irving Park Road | Itasca, Illinois 60143

In-Person Workshop, 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
“Conflict to Conversation: Practical Conflict Resolution Skills for 
Leaders”
Even reasonable people can disagree. When you add differing priorities, 
communication styles, and goals, conflict is unavoidable. But what if 
there was a way to turn conflict into conversations that build better 
relationships with the people you serve? In this workshop you will learn 
to
   become more comfortable handling conflicts and disagreements•
   use simple shifts in language that create collaboration instead of •
     conflict
   turn conflicts into conversations that actually strengthen •
     relationships
   defuse potential conflicts before they begin and de-escalate conflicts •
     that have already started

Chakisse Newton is this Leadership Institute's nationally recognized 
presenter. She is the president of Cardinal Consulting, a boutique strategy 
firm that helps organizations achieve their goals by aligning their people, 
processes, and communications. 

She is an award-winning speaker who provides consulting, coaching, and 
training for groups around the world. Her expertise includes strategic 
communications, branding, management and leadership, negotiation, and 
business development.  She also serves as faculty for the US Chamber of 
Commerce Institute of Organizational Management and the Buckley 
School of Public Speaking.

Clients call Chakisse “edu-taining,” because you learn from her 
presentations while enjoying every moment.

Registration is now open online at ilparks.org.

Another great opportunity comes in April. Don't miss the Financial 
Sustainability Certification Program.

Join us at Bolingbrook Park District's Ashbury's at Boughton Ridge, April 
10-12 for the Financial Sustainability Certification Program, designed to 
enhance and accelerate career growth for park, recreation, and 
conservation commissioners and professionals.

Jamie Sabbach, founder, president, and principal of 110%, will address 
complex issues including the pressing need to practice financial discipline 
and acknowledge the responsibility commissioners and professionals have 
as stewards of taxpayer dollars.

The program schedule includes three days of education:
Wednesday, April 10, 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Thursday, April 11, 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Friday, April 12, 8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Registration is also open online for this great program at ilparks.org.

Thank you for all you do to move your agency forward with intention, 
foresight, and great leadership skills.
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Looking Back at 2023

To help look forward and plan for IPRA's future, it's 
important to see what has been accomplished as well. I'd 
like to take this time to review some of what IPRA achieved 
in 2023 … of which every member should be proud. First, 
in the early part of the year, staff selected and integrated a 
new association management system (AMS). This AMS 
included a fully refreshed and enhanced website – meaning 
a more interactive experience for members. Trackable CEUs, 
access to the engaging mobile app, a much easier and user-
friendly registration and payment process--these are the top 
benefits. In addition, the new system makes it easier for 
IPRA staff to run reports, automate communications, and 
ensure greater member engagement whether you are in 
Gurnee,  Carbondale, Geneseo, Chicago or somewhere in 
between. And, this means ultimately that IPRA staff has 
more time to focus on developing additional programs and 
partnerships and delivering even greater value for every 
member.

IPRA hit a record-high number of members in 2023 (nearly 
3,400 individuals)! And, thanks to the new system, we 
know that over 4,000 attendees registered for events (just 
since April). Nearly 500 members have attended at least 
one event – and 800 members have attended at least two 
events. None of this event data even includes Conference 
attendance numbers. However, for IPRA, Conference 
attendance was at an all-time high, about nine percent 
greater than last year and greater than our last pre-COVID 
Conference. This is really valuable data, which I consistently 
turn to when making and measuring decisions. This is data 
we can monitor and track year over year. Another positive 
data point is the IPRA Job Board. This is, by far, the most 
popular webpage and points to a priority we will detail in 
the new Strategic Plan. As a staff and Board team, we will 
research and create ways to think beyond traditional career 
paths and workforce efforts. We will develop marketing and 
outreach in order to promote the benefits of a career in this 
awesome field to as many people as possible, statewide and 
even nationwide for some programs.

thThis year, IPRA is proud to celebrate its 80  Anniversary! A 

lot has happened in those eight decades, including hundreds 

of programs, thousands of volunteer opportunities, dozens of 

annual conferences and a good number of Strategic 

Plans—all aligning with the vision and mission of IPRA. 

Thanks to consultants at Berry Dunn and the hard work of 

the Board of Directors, staff and extremely valuable input 

from stakeholders last year, we now have a new plan that 

will live on the IPRA website, with updates for members 

periodically.

What hasn't changed throughout IPRA's rich history is the 
purpose, the reason for being, the vision, mission and what 
we believe in and value—which is to say, what IPRA 
members believe in and value. 
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Celebrate Good Times, Great Volunteers
and Exceptional Member Experiences!

By Suzi Wirtz, IOM
IPRA Executive Director 

w w w . I L i p r a . o r g

EYE ON THE PROFESSION
A C L O S E R L O O K A T T R E N D S A N D I S S U E S I N T H E P A R K A N D R E C R E A T I O N P R O F E S S I O N

VISION: IPRA leads the nation in providing 

premier education, networking, and resources 

for professionals in parks, recreation, and 

conservation.

MISSION:  Provide and promote exceptional 

standards of education, networking, and 

resources for all professionals in the Illinois park, 

recreation, and conservation communities.
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It Takes a Few Villages of Volunteers

We all know we cannot do it alone – which is a major 
reason people join an association. Furthermore, IPRA is 
proud to have a number of specialty groups called sections 
which each serve specific needs and identify distinctly 
different goals. They enhance the member experience by 
placing individuals with others that share a common work 
setting, interests, and problems. These special interest 
sections underwent a purposeful new governance structure 
that offers opportunities for every member's personal and 
professional development.

Last year, IPRA launched several new programs:
     • Financial Sustainability Certificate Program (in 
        collaboration with IAPD).
      Volunteer Management Certificate Program•
      Playground Maintenance Program•
      Safety Symposium (A&F Section)•

This year, IPRA will roll out some additional programs. To 
name a few:  
      Equity in Practice Certificate•
      Certified Pool Operator Course•
      Mental Health and Wellness Course•
      Communications & Marketing Summit (C&M Section)•

The Skills Development Webinar Series is celebrating its 
th10  anniversary in delivering quality education right to 

home and offices. IPRA partnered with other state 
associations to bring this program to their members, thus 
making this a national program and showcasing Illinois as 
a leader. thIn 2023, IPRA held the 5  Annual Unplug Illinois 
Day, with over 60 events happening throughout the state! 
State Representative Charlie Meier and State Senator 
Laura Fine both proclaimed July 15 Unplug Illinois Day. 
There were Unplug Illinois ads on Pace buses and radio 
PSAs running across six stations. Save the date for this 

thyear's event – July 13 . 

On behalf of the Board and Staff at IPRA, thank you for 
the support and confidence from all members. As you 
know, working with your own staff teams and boards, it's 
about collaboration, respect and truly believing in the 
mission, vision and values of your organization. And a little 

thfun, too! To celebrate the 80  Anniversary, we're asking 
members to send in videos (15 seconds or less) stating, 
“Why I love IPRA!” or “What IPRA membership has meant 
to me over the years!” Please email these to me at 
suzi@ilipra.org. We look forward to sharing these on social 
media, in addition to filming some of our own as our staff 
and I make our way around the state this year. Happy 
Anniversary, IPRA!

IPRA Upcoming Events

Visit ILipra.org for more information and to register. 

Park Pursuit: Groovin' in the Grove
Thursday, May 2, 2024 - Downers Grove
The 17th Annual Park Pursuit, sponsored by IPRA's Recreation 
(REC) Section, is modeled after the Emmy Award-winning reality 
television series 'The Amazing Race'. The event provides park 
district professionals with the opportunity to engage in a half-day 
race where team building, healthy competition, and recreation 
take center stage.

Building Resilient Communities: Preparing, 
Responding, and Recovering from Disaster Events
Wednesday, May 8, 2024 or Thursday, May 16, 2024
Webinar
Park and recreation agencies play an increasingly important role 
in emergency preparedness for both man-made and natural 
disaster response. They are often the first responders who set up 
shelters, clear debris, and aid in the restoration of normalcy for 
troubled communities. Join us for this session to learn how to 
prepare and respond in times of crisis.

Understanding the Significance and Impact of 
Cultural Competence
Wednesday, June 12, 2024 or Thursday, June 20, 2024
Webinar
Cultural competence is crucial for effective communication across 
diverse backgrounds. It involves recognizing and respecting beliefs 
and behaviors of clients and employees and integrating them into 
policies and practices. Cultivating these skills can enhance 
organizational efficiency, effectiveness, and customer service. The 
presentation will cover culture components, the significance of 
cultural competencies, and strategies for developing and 
enhancing them.



sSTATEHOUSE INSIDER

Jason Anselment
IAPD General Counsel

I S S U E S & I N S I G H T S F R O M T H E L E G A L / L E G I S L A T I V E S C E N E

Since the beginning of the calendar year, state lawmakers 
have introduced another 2,523 new bills. When added to 
last year's bill introductions, there are now 9,482 total bills 

rdfor IAPD to monitor in this second year of the 103  General 
Assembly.

As always, we have reviewed each of these bills to determine 
their impact on our member agencies and will keep the IAPD 
membership apprised of the latest developments from the 
Capitol through Legislative Updates and Alerts. 

IAPD Legislative Platform
IAPD's Legislative Platform is a two-year agenda that 
coincides with each General Assembly. Fortunately, because 
of our success in passing five legislative initiatives last year, 
much of our platform has already been signed into law. This 
year, we have introduced three more IAPD Platform bills.

SB 2841 (Johnson, A.) / HB 4502 (Lilly, C.) would 
statutorily protect dedicated Open Space Lands Acquisition 
and Development (OSLAD) grant funds from being swept or 
transferred to another State fund.

SB 2849 (Morrison, J.) / HB 4715 (Rita, B.) would allow 
local governments to establish rules for the recreational use 
of drones on property that is used for recreation or 
conservation purposes.

SB 2870 (Aquino, O.) / HB 4503 (Stuart, K.) would ensure 
cooperation between local governments and election 
authorities when it comes to using local government facilities 
as early voting polling places. 

Other Bills Impacting IAPD Member Agencies

While it is still too early in the legislative process to know 
which proposals will move forward this spring, the legislation 
below provides a snapshot of bills that IAPD will closely track 
because of the impact on park districts, forest preserves, 
conservation districts, and recreation and special recreation 
agencies.

Lawmakers Introduce Thousands 
of New Bills

1 0   I l l i n o i s P a r k s & R e c r e a t i o n  

SB 2863 / SB 3309 (Simmons, M.) is a so-called “trailer” 
bill that is designed to clarify the new trail signage 
requirements that were signed into law last year as SB 
1710 / Public Act 103-386. 

For example, the new legislation would clarify that 
permanent trail signage alerting users to a highway 
intersection is not required if the intersection where the 
trail crosses the highway is already controlled by an official 
traffic control device or sign. Additionally, if a permanent 
sign is required because the intersection is not already 
controlled by an official traffic control device or sign, the 
permanent trail sign would not need to comply with the 
State sign manual. Consequently, trail owners could erect 
any sign they deem appropriate to warn users of the 
highway crossing. 

The bill would also give more flexibility when it comes to 
warning users of emergencies or safety hazards. Rather 
than requiring the placement of temporary signage, the 
trail owner could instead choose to use other warning 
markers like cones, barricades, or drums to alert 
pedestrians or cyclists of the dangerous condition. 

Several recently introduced bills propose amendments to 
the Open Meetings Act.

HB 4402 (Didech, D.) would limit the current OMA rule 
that permits remote attendance by a public body member 
for “a family or other emergency” when a quorum of the 
public body is physically present at a meeting. The 
legislation would narrow this exception to “exigent 
circumstances” concerning a family member, which are 
defined as “situations requiring immediate attention, 
including, but not limited to, injury, sickness, loss of life, or 
damage to property.” 

In the provisions allowing for remote meetings without a 
quorum physically present during a disaster declaration, 
the bill provides a new definition for the term “bona fide 
emergency,” which would be “a disaster, an act of terror, or 
any other occurrence that the public body determines is a 
threat to the continuity of governmental operations or 
endangers the health or safety of the public.” 

w w w . I L i p r a . o r g



HB 4898 (Didech, D.) would allow public bodies to meet 
by video or audio conference without the physical presence 
of a quorum if the National Weather Service has 
determined that all or part of the public body's jurisdiction 
is located within an area that is subject to a severe 
weather alert on the day of the meeting. The public body 
would still need to follow the Act's additional requirements 
that apply when the Governor or the IDPH Director has 
issued a disaster declaration. 

SB 2665 (Porfirio, M.) would permit public bodies to 
allow a member to attend the meeting by other means if 
the member is prevented from physically attending 
because of performance of active military duty as a service 
member and a quorum is physically present.

SB 3774 (Villivalam, R.) would allow a public body to 
hold a closed session to vote on final approval of closed 
session minutes notwithstanding the requirements of the 
Act that no final action may be taken at a closed meeting. 

Several other new bills would amend the Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA.)

HB 4401 (Didech, D.) would specifically exclude 
unsolicited commercial mail, i.e., junk mail, and 
unsolicited commercial electronic communications, e.g., 
junk email, from the requirements of both FOIA and the 
Local Records Act if the unsolicited commercial mail or 
electronic communication is not responded to by an 
official, employee, or agent of the public body. 

SB 3076 (DeWitte, D.) would require a public body to 
include in its list of available records the identification and 
a plain-text description of each of the types or categories of 
information of each field of each database of the public 
body. A public body would also be required to provide a 
sufficient description of the structures of its databases to 
allow a requester to request the public body to perform 
specific database queries.

SB 3118 / SB 3129 (Wilcox, C.) would require a public 
body's FOIA officer to be an elected or appointed 
officeholder or employee and would prevent private 
attorneys or law firms appointed to represent the public 
body from serving in that capacity.

HB 5557 (Katz Muhl, T.) would amend the OMA and FOIA 
to give the Public Access Counselor (PAC) additional 
authority to investigate, gather data, and report on a public 
body for frequent violations of the Acts or frequent 
violations of court orders for failure to comply with the 
Acts. The legislation would also allow the PAC to impose 
civil penalties if the PAC finds frequent violations after the 
public body receives due process.

Several other proposed bills would directly impact IAPD 
member agencies.
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HB 4418 (Davis, W.) / SB 2729 (Preston, W.) would 
require units of local government and state agencies to pay 
any amounts withheld as retainage from contract payments 
within 60 days after the date it was retained except for 
retainage on the final contract payment, in which case the 
deadline is 120 days. The legislation would further require 
interest on all retainage from the date withheld.

HB 4441 (Didech, D.) would amend local government 
statutes, including the Downstate Forest Preserve District 
Act and the Park District Code, to allow local governments 
to establish aspirational goals for the awarding of contracts 
to minority-owned businesses, women-owned businesses, 
and businesses owned by persons with disabilities. 

HB 4742 (Hoffman, J.) would extend the paid leave 
provisions for organ donors under the Employee Blood and 
Organ Donation Leave Act to include part-time employees. 
Current law permits full-time employees to use up to 10 
days of leave in any 12-month period to serve as an organ 
donor. 

HB 4805 (LaPointe, L.) would prohibit the operation and 
sale of gas-powered leaf blowers with 2-stroke or 4-stroke 
engines that use gasoline beginning next year. 

HB 4932 (Faver Dias, L.) would require certified pesticide 
applicators to give written or email notice to schools and 
public parks at least 72 hours prior to applying a pesticide 
to a site that is within a half mile. The notice would need 
to describe the pesticide and be delivered to the 
administrator of the school or park, which includes a park, 
forest preserve, bikeway, trail, or conservation area under 
the jurisdiction of the State or a unit of local government.

HB 4937 (Morris, Y.) would require local public museums 
to offer free admission to Illinois teachers. 

SB 3447 (Cunningham, B.) would provide a new 
referendum option for local governments that are subject to 
tax caps by allowing them to ask voters to increase their 
annual tax extension above PTELL's CPI limits by a specific 
dollar amount. 

SB 3567 (Harriss, E.) would amend the provisions of the 
Truth in Taxation Law that require notices to be posted on 
a taxing body's website by requiring that such notices be 
“conspicuously” posted on the taxing district's homepage 
or on a page accessible through a direct link from the 
homepage for not less than 30 consecutive days. 

______________

This is just a small sample of the legislation IAPD is 
actively monitoring this session. Additionally, we will be 
advocating to ensure full funding for OSLAD and other 
grant programs. As a reminder, you can view the complete 
list of legislation and current status of the hundreds of bills 
we are tracking through the Advocacy section of the IAPD 
website (www.ILparks.org).
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A Plea to Resolve the Pickle

w w w . I L i p r a . o r g

whistle and electronic beep. People are more annoyed by 
unnecessary sounds with this pitch, so from that perspective 
it makes more sense how and why the “pop” sound is an 
issue.

Mitigation Strategies
An article titled “Promising Solutions for Pickleball's Noise 
Pollution Problem” in the 2024 January/February edition of 
Athletic Business identified a few initiatives designed to help 
mitigate the issue. USAPA worked with an acoustic 
engineering firm to better understand sound technology and 
manufacture a Quiet Category of certified paddles that 
produce significantly less sound. A simple and logical 
solution that has its own challenges. There is a higher 
manufacturing cost, which means a more expensive paddle, 
and you can't force players to use them. However, some 
agencies are testing the idea of “quiet courts” by installing 
equipment lock boxes with quiet paddles that can be 
opened with the simple swipe of an ID card. Keeping the 
desired equipment on-site encourages players to use it, thus 
increasing the likelihood of a quieter pickleball game.

Other initiatives include agencies working with engineers 
such as Pickleball Sound Mitigation LLC to conduct acoustic 
studies and install sound barriers such as walls, suspended 
sound panels, and noise-reducing fabrics for fences. The size 
and type of walls are determined by the court's 
surroundings, but they offer a means to contain the sound 
more effectively. Sound panels, which are preferred over 
tarps for their portability, have proven to be effective in 
reducing pickleball sounds and can be easily removed by 
maintenance staff in the instance of inclement weather.

Regardless of your agency's role in pickleball's journey to a 
mainstream sport in parks and recreation, it is important to 
work with your local ambassadors in the quiet movement to 
help propel this sport into a new era of growth and 
community engagement. If not, you are risking a unique 
opportunity for collective endeavor to enhance community 
well-being, advocate for inclusivity, and address challenges 
through innovative solutions. An amateur player myself 
reaping all the benefits of playing pickleball with family and 
friends, will you heed my plea?

As you know all too well, pickleball has ascended to the 
forefront of park district athletics since the establishment 
of USA Pickleball Association in 2005, offering a blend of 
accessibility, competition, and social engagement for 
people. Many capital improvement projects have produced 
dedicated and blended pickleball courts, resulting in a new 
array of programming services from introductory lessons to 
competitive leagues. Needless to say, pickleball has been 
generating a buzz for years, but with the thrill came the 
unexpected dilemma of noise pollution that has frustrated 
residents in close proximity to outdoor pickleball courts. 
Pickleball ambassadors across the country are seeking 
innovative solutions to mitigate the frustration of residents 
and ensure its sustainable growth.

Let us first be reminded of why so much effort went into 
providing supply for the demand. Pickleball's allure lies in 
its simplicity and inclusivity. It's a sport that bridges 
generations by engaging players of all age groups and skill 
levels. Playing pickleball promotes physical health, offering 
a cardiovascular workout that improves endurance, agility, 
and coordination while being easier on the joints than 
tennis (so they say!). It fosters community spirit and social 
interaction by encouraging camaraderie and friendship, 
both on and off the court. With minimal equipment 
requirements and adaptability to various playing 
environments, pickleball is accessible to a broader 
segment of the population, making it a perfect fit for park 
district programming. However, as professionals worked 
diligently to provide this service, along came the 
unexpected and unintended dilemma of noise pollution, 
potentially hindering the sport's growth and acceptance. 

Pickleball paddles contribute to noise pollution due to the 
game's nature and the materials used in paddle 
construction. According to Pickleball Sound Mitigation 
LLC, which specializes in pickleball sound analysis, when 
a pickleball paddle strikes the ball, it produces a "pop" 
sound that is amplified by solid materials like graphite or 
composite that make paddles lightweight and durable. The 
sound vibration from the “pop” produces a pitch like 
musical note C6, which is compared to the sound of a 
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By Scott deOliveira, General Manager – PrairieView Golf Club / PrairieFire Golf & Grill

VISION AND CONCEPT
Owned and operated by the Byron Forest Preserve 
District, PrairieView Golf Club has been a premier 
public golf destination in north central Illinois since 
1992.  After the “golden age” of golf ended in the 
early 2000s, like many golf courses over the next 
twenty years, PrairieView endured challenges including 
economic downturns, a national decline in golf 
popularity, an aging customer base, and increased 
maintenance costs to name a few.  The primary issue 
PrairieView (and the forest preserve) faced in this 
environment was financial stability of golf operations.  
How does a golf course in northern Illinois, that only 
operates seven months a year, generate enough 
revenue to support its operational and maintenance 

expenses while facing challenges affecting golf courses 
throughout the country?

While many courses attempted to cut their way to 
profitability, staff at the forest preserve and PrairieView 
envisioned a different solution.  What if we invested in 
a facility that provides a year-round revenue stream at 
the golf course?  What if we could attract customers 
outside the traditional golfer base to the facility?  What 
if we could operate the facility both day and night?  
Answering these questions became the inspiration for 
PrairieFire Golf & Grill, a year-round golf entertainment 
facility equipped with Toptracer® virtual golf 
technology.  

PRAIRIEFIRE GOLF & GRILL: 

A Toptracer® Story

How does a golf course in northern Illinois, that 
only operates seven months a year, generate 

enough revenue to support its operational and 
maintenance expenses while facing challenges 
affecting golf courses throughout the country?
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THE BUILD
In December 2018, staff presented the concept of 
PrairieFire to the Byron Forest Preserve District board to be 
included in the capital budget.  Within months of board 
approval, plans for PrairieFire were developed.  The 
uniqueness of the facility required a design-build concept, 
and the board put their trust in the expertise of longtime 
staff to develop a successful concept and execute the 
project in a cost effective and timely manner. Byron Forest 
Preserve District Executive Director Todd Tucker said the 
collaboration and support from the board was integral to 
the success of the project.  Construction began in July of 
2019 and was finished in April 2020.  The opening was 
delayed until June 2020 due to the pandemic.

Nestled just behind the clubhouse, PrairieFire was 
constructed within the footprint of the existing grass driving 
range at PrairieView Golf Club.  The facility is a pole barn 
style building constructed by Morton Buildings®.  The 
building style was cost effective and ideal for design 
requirements of the outdoor hitting bays and open interior 
layout.  The hitting bays are on the south side of the 
building which allow for maximum sun and heat exposure 
on sunny winter days.

Many design elements of PrairieFire incorporate the forest 
preserve's mission of preservation, education, and 
recreation. The design intended to provide visitors with a 

warm and inviting feeling that blended with the natural 
prairie landscape of the golf course and adjacent preserve.  
The “modern earth” concept for the interior color and 
aesthetics of the facility includes earth tones, stone, 
copper, wood, nature art, insect displays, fire, and prairie 
grasses intended to draw visitors to nature.  Each hitting 
bay is named after one of the eight preserves in the forest 
preserve district and each bay has informational rack cards 
about the preserves.  There is also a floor to ceiling mural 
with historical photos of the golf course and forest preserve 
dating back to the origination of the forest preserve in 
1980. Tucker said the aesthetics of PrairieFire was a great 
opportunity to blend the district's golf and forest preserve 
missions together.

Comfort was also an important component to the design of 
PrairieFire.  The eight outdoor hitting bays are equipped 
with overhead heaters, fire tables, large TVs, and lounge 
furniture.  LED lit targets provide a warm glow on the 
range at night.  The interior of the facility is adorned with a 
mixture of modern and Edison style light fixtures, live edge 
wood tables, panoramic electric fireplaces, modern lounge 
seating areas, and a custom-made coppertop bar.

TOPTRACER® TECHNOLOGY
Each bay is equipped with Toptracer® terminals that 
feature the same camera-based ball tracing technology as 



   w w w . I L p a r k s . o r g      1 7M a r c h / A p r i l 2 0 2 4

seen on many PGA Tour TV broadcasts.  Golf at PrairieFire 
combines live golf shots with the virtual games of Toptracer 
that entertain people of all ages and abilities.  Toptracer 
offers game modes including points game, long drive, 
closest to the pin, virtual courses, and more.  Game modes 
like “Go Fish” offer children and beginners an entertaining 
and non-threatening introduction to golf.  More serious 
golfers fine-tune their game in a variety of practice modes 
and on virtual courses.

GOLF TRENDS
During and after COVID, there has been a resurgence in 
golf nationally.  Golf experienced a “COVID surge” in 2020-
21 as it was an activity that people could participate in 
while still abiding by social distancing guidelines.  Many 
people either returned or were introduced to the game 
during this time.  Interest in golf has sustained beyond 
COVID leading to a record high number of on-course 
rounds played nationally in 2023 (National Golf 
Foundation).

One factor that also led to the resurgence in golf is the 
proliferation of simulated golf at standalone golf 
entertainment facilities like TopGolf, X Golf, etc. and green-
grass facilities adding a virtual golf element to their driving 
ranges. An estimated 6.2 million Americans hit golf balls 
in a virtual golf simulator within the past year, a total that's 

surged 73% compared to pre-pandemic levels (National 
Golf Foundation).  The growth, engagement, and benefits 
of virtual golf facilities are twofold. Virtual golf allows 
traditional golfers to remain engaged in the sport during 
seasons green-grass golf is not available.  It also is a place 
where non-golfers can be introduced to the game in a 
comfortable setting that potentially converts them to a 
traditional golfer.

ATTRACTING VISITORS
In almost four years of operation, PrairieFire has become a 
golf entertainment destination for both golfers and non-
golfers.  PrairieFire draws a demographically diverse range 
of visitors from communities up to 40 miles away on a 
regular basis.  During the winter months, PrairieFire 
provides traditional golfers with a place to practice or play 
a virtual course and hosts virtual golf leagues and scramble 
events.  Throughout the year, customers visit PrairieFire for 
a variety of social activities including birthday parties, date 
nights, corporate gatherings, or casual outings with family 
and friends.  Staff are happy to provide a year-round 
facility for golfers and a place where non-golfers can be 
introduced to the game in a fun and inviting way. About 70 
percent of patrons could be considered non-golfers that 
purely come for the entertainment experience with friends 
or family.”



Beyond the virtual golf and cozy atmosphere, exceptional 
food and drink selections complete the experience for 
visitors.  The menu at PrairieFire includes sharable items 
such as traditional apps, sliders, quesadillas, and signature 
items such as loaded PrairieFire fries and Bison Bites.  The 
bar features an extensive selection of beer, wine, and 
spirits. When coming to play with friends and family, 
PrairieFire really felt the food and drinks should 
complement the activity and atmosphere, with the high-
quality menu and service is what set it apart from other 
establishments.

THE IMPACT
The success of PrairieFire has benefited both the forest 
preserve and the community.  The uniqueness and 
entertainment value of PrairieFire draws visitors both 
locally and from other area communities such as Rockford.  
Visitors frequently will patronize other businesses in Byron 
before or after their visit to PrairieFire.

As a year-round revenue stream, PrairieFire has enabled 
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the forest preserve district to rely less on, and possibly 
eliminate the need for public funds to support our golf 
operations and capital investments.  Annual surpluses from 
PrairieFire are providing the forest preserve golf fund with a 
financial foundation capable of supporting future capital 
investments in course improvements, equipment, 
clubhouse renovations, and a new irrigation system.

Over the last few years, many courses and ranges 
throughout the country have modeled their virtual golf 
facilities after concepts from PrairieFire.  Virtual golf 
facilities are something public courses in Illinois are 
building or considering, as they seek ways to enhance their 
offerings and bolster revenue for their golf operations.







CORPORATE/ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

DLA Architects, Ltd.
Lou Noto
l.noto@dla-ltd.com
2 Pierce Pl., Suite 1300
Itasca, IL 60143 
www.dla-ltd.com
847-742-4063

Eriksson Engineering 
Michael Renner
mrenner@eea-ltd.com
145 Commerce Dr., Suite A
Grayslake, IL 60030-7834
www.eea-ltd.com
847-223-4804

FGM Architects, Inc.
John Dzarnowski
johnd@fgmarchitects.com
1211 W. 22nd St., Suite 705
Oak Brook, IL 60523
www.fgmarchitects.com
630-574-8300

Gewalt Hamilton Associates, Inc.
Tom Rychlik
trychlik@gha-engineers.com
625 Forest Edge Dr.
Vernon Hills, IL 60061-4104
www.gha-engineers.com
847-478-9700

HR Green, Inc.
Ajay Jain
ajain@hrgreen.com
1391 Corporate Dr., Suite 203
McHenry, IL 60050
www.hrgreen.com
815-759-8331

Sheehan Nagle Hartray Architects
Eric Penney
eric@snh-a.com
130 E Randolph, Suite 3100
Chicago, IL 60601
www.snh-a.com
312-633-2900

TRIA Architecture
James Petrakos, AIA, LEED AP
jpetrakos@tria-arch.com
901 McClintock Dr., Suite 100
Burr Ridge, IL 60527
630-455-4500

Wight & Company
Robert Ijams
rijams@wightco.com
2500 N. Frontage Rd.
Darien, IL 60561
www.wightco.com
630-739-6644

Williams Architects, Ltd.
Karen Lellios
ktlellios@williams-architects.com
500 Park Blvd., Suite 800
Itasca, IL 60143
630-221-1212

WT Group
Troy Triphahn
ttriphahn@wtgroup.com
2675 Pratum Ave.
Hoffman Estates, IL 60192
www.wtengineering.com
224-293-6333

ATTORNEYS

Ancel Glink
Derke Price
dprice@ancelglink.com
140 S. Dearborn St., 6th Fl
Chicago, IL 60603
www.ancelglink.com
312-782-7606

Chapman and Cutler LLP
Kelly Kost
kost@chapman.com
111 W. Monroe St., 13th Fl
Chicago, IL 60603-4011
www.chapman.com
312-845-3814

Chico & Nunes, P.C.
Timothy King
tking@chiconunes.com
333 West Wacker Drive, Suite 1420
Chicago, IL 60606
www.chiconunes.com
312-884-5092

Ice Miller LLP
Shelly Scinto
shelly.scinto@icemiller.com
200 W. Madison St., Suite 3500
Chicago, IL 60606-3417 
www.icemiller.com
312-726-8116

Law Ofce of Gina L. Madden
Gina Madden
gmaddenlaw@gmail.com
1011 State St., Suite 220
Lemont, IL 60439
630-247-8006

ACCOUNTANTS

Lauterbach & Amen, LLP
Ron Amen
ramen@lauterbachamen.com
668 N. River Rd.
Naperville, IL 60563
www.lauterbachamen.com
630-393-1483

Sikich LLP
Anthony Cervini
anthony.cervini@sikich.com
1415 W Diehl Rd., Suite 400
Naperville, IL 60563
www.sikich.com
630-566-8574

AQUATICS

Halogen Supply Company, Inc
Rich Hellgeth
rhellgeth@halogensupply.com.
4653 W Lawrence Ave.
Chicago, IL 0630-2532
www.halogensupply.com
773-286-6300

Spear Corporation
Sam Blake
sblake@spearcorp.com
12966 N. County Rd. 50 W
Roachdale, IN 46172
www.spearcorp.com
765-577-3100

Vortex Aquatic Structures Intl.
Ryan Eccles
reccles@vortex-intl.com
11024 Bailey Rd., Unit C
Cornelius, NC 28031
www.vortex-intl.com
877-5867839

ARCHITECTS/ENGINEERS

BFW Engineering & Testing Inc.
Mark Thompson
mthompson@bfwengineers.com
500 S. 17th St.
Paducah, KY 42003
www.bfwengineers.com
270-443-1995

Dewberry Architects Inc.
Jeffrey Keppler
jkeppler@dewberry.com
132 N. York St.,  Suite 2C
Elmhurst, IL 60126
www.dewberry.com
847-841-0587
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Robbins Schwartz
Steven Adams
sadams@robbins-schwartz.com
55 W. Monroe, Suite 800
Chicago, IL 60603
www.robbins-schwartz.com
312-332-7760

Tressler LLP
Andrew Paine
apaine@tresslerllp.com
233 S. Wacker Dr., 61st Fl
Chicago, IL 60606
www.tresslerllp.com
312-627-4154

BACKGROUND CHECKS

NCSI
David Rye
davidr@ncsisafe.com
807 Broadway St. NE, #300
Minneapolis, MN 55413
www.ssci2000.com
802-829-1516

BRONZE PLAQUES/STATUES

Bronze Memorial Company
Rick Gurrieri
bronzememco@gmail.com
1805 Beach St.
Broadview, IL 60155
www.bronzememco.com
773-276-7972

CONCESSION EQUIPMENT & 
SUPPLIES

Gold Medal Products, Co.
Anthony Pryor
apryor@gmpopcorn.com
450 N. York Rd.
Bensenville, IL 60106-1606
www.goldmedalchicago.com
800-767-5352

CONSTRUCTION 
MANAGEMENT

Byrne & Jones Construction
Britton Taulbee
britt@byrneandjones.com
13940 St. Charles Rock Road
St. Louis, MO 63044
www.byrneandjones.com
314-567-7997

Corporate Construction Services
Michael Rink
ccs@corporateconstructionservices.com
1323 Buttereld Rd., Suite 110
Downers Grove, IL 60515
www.corporateconstructionservices.com
630-271-0500

F.H. Paschen
Caitlin Lahey
clahey@fhpaschen.com
5515 N. East River Rd.
Chicago, IL 60656
708-475-7169

Frederick Quinn Corporation
Jack Hayes
jhayes@fquinncorp.com
103 S. Church St.
Addison, IL 60101-3746
www.fquinncorp.com
630-628-8500

Gilbane Building Company
Derek Ward
dward@gilbaneco.com
123 N. Wacker Dr., 26th Floo
Chicago, IL 60606
www.gilbaneco.com
312-614-3903

Henry Bros. Co.
Marc Deneau 
mdeneau@henrybros.com
3217 Bellwood Ln.
9821 South 78th Avenue
Hickory Hils, IL 60457
www.henrybros.com
708-430-5400

Lamp Incorporated
Ian Lamp
ilamp@lampinc.net
460 N. Grove Ave.
Elgin, IL 60120
www.lampinc.net
847-741-7220C

V3 Companies
Scott Brejcha
Sbrejcha@v3co.com
7325 Janes Ave.
Woodridge, IL 60517
www.v3co.com
630-729-6334

W.B. Olson
John Emser
emser@wbo.com
3235 Arnold Lane
Northbrook, IL 60062
847-498-3800

CONSULTANTS

Anthony Roong - Tecta America
Corey Fratus
cfratus@tectaamerica.com
2555 White Oak Circle
Aurora, IL60502
www.tectaamerica.com
630-515-5554

aQity Research & Insights, Inc.
Jeff Andreasen
j.andreasen@aqityresearch.com
1330-B Sherman Ave.
Evanston, IL 60201
www.aqityresearch.com
847-424-4171, ext 218

ENERGY MANAGEMENT

ComEd Energy Efciency Program
Chris McCabe
cmccabe@resource-innovations.com
2011 Swift Drive
Oak Brook, IL 60523-1580
www.ComEd.com/PublicSectorEE
630-480-8132

Seven Utility Management Consultants
Dale Snyder
dsnyder@sevenutility.com
7704 Oakridge Rd.
North Little Rock, AR 72116
www.sevenutility.com
501-835-3142

Trane
Jon Dunlap
jon.dunlap@trane.com
7100 South Madison St.
Willowbrook, IL 60527
www.trane.com
630-277-1894

Verde Solutions
Dan McConchie
dmcconchie@verdesolutions.com
2211 N Elston, Suite 208
Chicago, IL 60614
www.verdesolutions.com
933-2477

ENTERTAINMENT

Record-A-Hit Entertainment
Katie Morrill
kmorrill@recordahit.com
1380 Brummel Ave.
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
www.recordahit.com
690-1100
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EXERCISE EQUIPMENT

The Fitness Connection
Kevin Piotrowski
kevin@tfct.com
701 Wesemann Dr.
West Dundee, IL 60118
www.thetnessconnection.com
847-857-1756

Matrix Fitness
Kevin Kingston
kevin.kingston@matrixtness.com
1600 Landmark Drive
Cottage Grove, WI 53527
www.matrixtness.com
773-919-7370

FINANCE

Baird Public Finance
Dalena Welkomer
dwelkomer@rwbaird.com
300 East Fifth Ave., Ste 200
Naperville, IL 60563
630-778-9857

Mesirow Financial, Inc.
Todd Krzyskowski
tkrzyskowski@mesirownancial.com
353 N. Clark St.
Chicago, IL 60654
www.mesirownancial.com
312-595-7842

Speer Financial, Inc.
Aaron Gold
agold@speernancial.com
230 W Monroe, Ste 2630
Chicago, IL60606
www.speernancial.com
312-780-2280

Stifel
Thomas Reedy
reedyt@stifel.com
One N. Wacker Dr., Suite 3400
Chicago, IL 60606
312-423-8245

Wintrust Government Funds
Tim O'Brien
tobrien@wintrust.com
231 S. LaSalle St., 2nd Floor
Chicago, IL 60604
www.wintrust.com
312-981-0765

FLOORING

Sport Court Midwest
Jon O'Boyle
customerservice@courtofsport.com
747 N. Church Rd., Suite G10
Elmhurst, IL 60126
www.courtofsport.com
630-350-8652

INSURANCE

Illinois Parks Association Risk Services 
(IPARKS)
Ryan Pnakovich
rpnakovich@bfgroup.com
315 S. Kalamazoo Mall
Kalamazoo, MI 49007-4806
www.iparks.org
800-692-9522

Park District Risk Management Agency 
(PDRMA)
Brett Davis
bdavis@pdrma.org
2033 Burlington Ave.
Lisle, IL 60532-1646
www.pdrma.org
630-769-0332

INVESTMENTS

PFM Asset Management
Michelle Binns
binnsm@pfmam.com
18 N Greenwood Ave.
Park Ridge, IL 60068
www.pfm.com
312-523-2428

PMA Financial Network, LLC
Courtney Soesbe
csoesbe@pmanetwork.com
2135 City Gate Ln., 7th Fl
Naperville, IL 60563
www.pmanetwork.com
630-657-6421

LAND PRESERVATION

ILM Environments
Lisa Woolford
lwoolford@ilmenvironments.com
110 Le Baron St.
Waukegan, IL 60085
www.ilmenvironments.com
244-6662

Openlands
Gerald Adelmann
jdigiovanna@openlands.org
25 E. Washington St., Suite 1650
Chicago, IL 60602
www.openlands.org
312-863-6250

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

Conuence 
Craig Soncrant
csoncrant@thinkconuence.com
307 N. Michigan Ave., #601
Chicago, IL 60601
312-663-5494 x809

Hitchcock Design Group
Bill Inman
binman@hitchcockdesigngroup.com
22 E. Chicago Ave., Suite 200
APO Box 5126
Naperville, IL 60540
www.hitchcockdesigngroup.com
630-961-1787

JSD Professional Services, Inc.
Lori Vierow
lori.vierow@jsdinc.com
1400 East Touhy Avenue, Suite 215
Des Plaines, IL 60018-3339
www.jsdinc.com
312-644-3379

LANDSCAPE 
SERVICES/SUPPLIES

Balanced Environments, Inc.
Norm Kleber
nkleber@balancedenvironmentsinc.com
17950 W. IL Rte 173
Old Mill Creek, IL 60083
www.balancedenvironmentsinc.com
847-693-9348

Kankakee Nursery Co.
Pete Worth
petew@kankakeenursery.com
PO Box 288
Aroma Park, IL 60910
937-9358

McGinty Bros., Inc. Lawn & Tree Care
Brian McGinty
brian@mcgintybros.com
3744 E Cuba Rd.
Long Grove, IL 60047
www.mcgintybros.com
847-438-5161
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LIGHTING

Shinetoo Lighting USA LLC
Lucy Lee
lucy@shine2sportslighting.com
708 Armstrong Dr.
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089
www.shine2sportslighting.com
899-1678

MAINTENANCE PRODUCTS

Buck Services, Inc.
Amanda Laughlin
amanda@buckservices.com
401 Industrial Dr. West 
Chicago, IL 60185
www.buckservices.com
876-8184

Midwest Mechanical
Chad Powell
chad.powell@midwestmech.com
801 Parkview Blvd.
Lombard, IL 60148
847-561-3335

PARKS & PLAYGROUNDS

Cunningham Recreation
Michele Breakeld
michele@cunninghamrec.com
2020 Calamos Court, Ste 200
Naperville, IL 60563
www.cunninghamrec.com
800-438-2780

Imagine Nation LLC
Michele Kuhlman
michele@imagineparks.com
1827 Stratford Ave.
Westchester, IL 60154-4249
www.imagineparks.com
773-330-0983

Kompan
Tiffanie Sperling
tifspe@kompan.com
24307 Apple Tree Ln.
Plaineld, IL60585 
www.kompan.com
331-260-2821

NuToys Leisure Products
Sheilah Wasielew
skisheilahw@nutoys4fun.com
915 Hillgrove
LaGrange, IL 60525
www.nutoys4fun.com
708-579-9055

Team REIL Inc.
John Cederlund
john@getreil.com
17421 Marengo Rd.
Union, IL 60180
www.getreil.com
888-438-7345

SAFETY PROGRAMS

Illinois Public Risk Fund
Robert Buhs
rbuhs@iprf.com
7851 W. 185th St., Suite 101
Tinley Park, IL 60477-6296
www.iprf.com
708-429-6300

SHELTERS

Norwalk Concrete Industries
Dalton Vaughan
dvaughan@nciprecast.com
80 Commerce Dr.
Norwalk, OH 44857
www.nciprecast.com
800-733-3624

SITE FURNISHINGS

Anything Weather Communications, Inc.
Gregg Potter
gregg@anythingweather.com
77806 Flora Rd., Suite B
Palm Desert, CA 92211
www.istrikealerts.com
459-2079

iZone Imaging
Stephnie Coufal
scoufal@izoneimaging.com
2526 Charter Oak Dr., Suite 100
Temple, TX 76502-4863
www.izoneimaging.com
254-314-8249

Larson Equipment Company
Dave Dillon
ddillon@larsoncompany.com
1000 E. State Pkwy - Unit F
Schaumburg, IL 60173
www.larsoncompany.com
847-705-0460

SURFACING MATERIALS

ForeverLawn Chicago
Justin Lettenberger
justin@chicago.foreverlawn.com
3438 Colony Bay Dr.
Rockford, IL 61109-2560
www.foreverlawnchicago.com
779-368-0251

TECHNOLOGY

Tiny Mobile Robots
Drew Carl
dc@tinymobilerobots.com
1634 Cobb International Blvd., NW
Kennesaw, GA 30152
888-811-8444

UKG
Mark Cline
mark.cline@ukg.com
4645 Boulevard Place
Indianapolis, IN 46208
317-910-2167

TRANSPORTATION

Monroe Truck Equipment
Rosie Katzenberger
rkatzenberger@monroetruck.com
1051 W. 7th St.
Monroe, WI 53566
www.monroetruck.com
608-329-8112

WATER RECREATION

Commercial Recreation Specialists
Ron Romens
crsmarketing@crs4rec.com
807 Liberty Dr., Suite 101
Verona, WI 53593-9160
www.crs4rec.com
877-896-8442

Solitude Lake Management
Jennifer Biancalna
info@solitudelake.com
2844 Crusader Circle #450
Virginia Beach, VA 23453
888-480-5253

WEB DEVELOPMENT

McDaniels Marketing
Randall McDaniels
rmcdaniels@mcdmarketing.com
11 Olt Ave.
Pekin, IL 61554
www.mcdanielsmarketing.com
309-346-4230 

Please contact Alan Howard at ahoward@ilparks.org for updates or changes to your corporate member listing.
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IPRA COMMERCIAL MEMBERS

AQUATICS

AQUA PURE ENTERPRISES, LLC.
Deborah Todnerver
1404 Joliet Rd. Ste A
Romeoville, IL 60446
apei@aquapure-il.com
630-771-1310 PH
aquapure-il.com

BURBACH AQUATICS
Roger Schamberger
5974 Highway 80 S.
Platteville, WI 53818
baae@centurytel.net
608-348-3262 PH
burbachaquatics.com

CHICAGOLAND POOL MANAGEMENT
Leslie Clark
1612 Ogden Ave
Lisle, IL 60532
kurtis.bailey@chicagoland-pmg.com
(630) 689-9999 PH
chicagoland-pmg.com

JEFF ELLIS AND ASSOCIATES, INC.
Joe Stefanyak
PO Box 2160
Windermere, FL 34786
joe.stefanyak@jellis.com
407-401-7120 PH
jellis.com

JUST IN TIME POOL & SPA 
Michael Butkovichs
148 Eisenhower Lane N.
Lombard, IL 60148
justintimepool@yahoo.com
312-622-2223 PH

SMITHGROUP, LLC
Gregg Calpino
35 E. Wacker Drive, Suite 900
Chicago, IL 60601
gregg.calpino@smithgroup.com
(312) 596-9833 PH
smithgroup.com/

SPEAR CORPORATION
Brian Spear
12966 N County Road 50 W
Roachdale, IN 46172-9538
bspear@spearcorp.com
765-522-1126 PH
spearcorp.com

VORTEX AQUATIC STRUCTURES 
INTERNATIONAL
Scott Stefanc  
11024 Bailey Road, Suite C
Cornelius, NC, 28031
sstefanc@vortex-intl.com
877-586-7839 PH
vortex-intl.com

BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION

BID EVOLUTION
Steve Kulovits
1905 Sequoia Dr.
Suite 201
Aurora, IL 60506
stevek@bidevolution.com
630-450-8360 PH
bidevolution.com

FREDERICK QUINN CORP
Jack Hayes
103 S. Church St.
Addison, IL 60101
jhayes@fquinncorp.com
630-628-8500 PH
fquinncorp.com

F.H. PASCHEN
Caitlin Lahey
5515 N East River Rd
Chicago, IL 60142
clahey@fhpaschen.com
773-444-3474
fhpaschen.com

INTEGRAL CONSTRUCTION INC.
Christopher Osinski
320 Rocbaar Drive
Romeoville, IL 60446
cosinski@buildintegral.com
844-317-7403 PH

LAMP INCORPORATED
Ian Lamp
460 N. Grove Avenue
Elgin, IL 60120
ilamp@lampinc.net
847-741-7220 (305) PH
lampinc.net
 

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

APPLE CANYON LAKE PROPERTY 
OWNERS ASSOCIATION
Ashlee Miller
14A157 Canyon Club Dr
Apple River, IL 61001-9576
Ashlee.Miller@applecanyonlake.org
815-492-2238  PH
applecanyonlake.org

COOPERATIVE PURCHASING

SOURCEWELL
Jon Henke 
202 12th Street NE
P.O. Box 219
Staples, MN 56479
Jon.henke@sourcewell-mn.gov 
218-541-5102 PH
sourcewell-mn.gov

ENERGY MANAGEMENT

COMED
Amy Populorum 
2011 Swift Dr
Oak Brook, IL 60523-1580
Amy.Populorum@ComEd.com
630-891-7430 PH
comed.com

ENTERTAINMENT & EVENT 
SERVICES

BASS/SCHULER ENTERTAINMENT
Mia Bass
4055 W Peterson Ave, Ste 206
Chicago, IL 60646-6183
info@bass-schuler.com
773-481-2600  PH
bass-schuler.com

LAKE GENEVA CRUISE LINE
Susan Schindler
812 Wrigley Drive, P.O. Box 68
Lake Geneva, WI 53147
susan@glcl.net
262-248-5642  PH
cruiselakegeneva.com

PYROTECNICO 
Jonathan Gesse
P.O. Box 302
Kingsbury, IN 46345
Jgesse@pyrotecnico.com
219)-393-5522  PH
pyrotecnico.com
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IPRA COMMERCIAL MEMBERS

THE FORGE ADVENTURE PARKS
Jeremie Bacon
340 River St.
Lemont, IL 60439-7227
info@theforgeparks.com
630-326-3301  PH
theforgeparks.com

FINANCE

5/3 FIFTH THIRD BANK
Sean Patrick Durkin
1151 State St. 
Lemont, IL 60439-4200 
Sean.Durkin@53.com 
630-297-5987 PH
53.com

BMO HARRIS BANK
Robert Santore
111 W Monroe St 5E
Chicago, IL 60603
robert.santore@bmo.com
bmo.com

LAUTERBACH & AMEN, LLP
Ron Amen
668 N. River Road
Naperville, IL 60563
ramen@lauterbachamen.com
630-393-1483 PH
lauterbachamen.com

SPEER FINANCIAL
Aaron Gold
230 W. Monroe Street, Suite 2630
Chicago, IL 60606
agold@speerfinancial.com
312-780-2280 PH
speerfinancial.com

STIFEL
Tom Reedy
70 West Madison St. 
Suite 2400
Chicago, IL 60602
reedyt@stifel.com
312-423-8245 PH
stifel.com

WINTRUST FINANCIAL CORPORATION
Aimee Briles
9700 W. Higgins Road

th4  Floor
Rosemont, IL 60018
abriles@wintrust.com
630-560-2120 PH
wintrust.com

EQUIPMENT

TURF RENOVATION MACHINERY, INC.
Roy J Klopping
19858 Eyota Rd
Apple Valley, CA 92308
RoyJKlopping@yahoo.com
562-696-5780
turfrenovationmahinery.com

LANDSCAPE 
SERVICES/SUPPLIES/DESIGN

GLI, Inc.
Bridget Clark
1410 Mills Rd
Joliet, IL 60433
bridget@georgeslandscaping.com
(815) 774-0350 PH

GREEN-UP
Bernard Schroeder
23940 Andrew Road
Plainfield, IL 60585
sandy@green-up.com
815-372-3000 PH
green-up.com

FOREVER GREEN TURF CARE/SHADES 
OF GREEN TURF SUPPLY
Scott Basnett
12531 Cedar Lake Rd
Crown Point, IN 46307
laura@forevergreenlc.com
(219) 365-6778PH
forevergreenlc.com

REINDERS
Andrew Semancic
W227N6225 Sussex Rd
Sussex, WI 53089
asemancik@reinders.com
800-782-3300
reinders.com

THE DAVEY TREE EXPERT COMPANY
Mandy McCauley
1375 E Woodfield Rd., Ste 204
Schaumburg, IL 60173-5424
mandy.mccauley@davey.com
630-422-1870 PH
davey.com

THE MULCH CENTER
Jim Seckelmann
21457 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Deerfield, IL 60015
jim@mulchcenter.com
847-459-7200 PH
mulchcenter.com

LIGHTING

MUSCO SPORTS LIGHTING
Nick Mauer
100 1st Ave W
Oskaloosa, IA 52577-3244
nick.mauer@musco.com
800-825-6030 PH
musco.com

SHINETOO LIGHTING USA, LLC
Lucy Lee
708 Armstrong Dr
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089
sales@shine2sportslighting.com
(224) 567-8070 PH
shine2sportslighting.com

MARKETING & 
COMMUNICATIONS

EXCEL AERIAL IMAGES, LLC
Eric Lee Wilson, CPRP
1137 E. Woodrow Ave
Lombard, IL 60148
ericlee@excelaerialimagesllc.com
224-775-4623 PH
excelaerialimages.com

PCI – PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS INC.
Jackie Rachev
jrachev@pcipr.com
847.656.6321
1 E Wacker Dr 24th Floor
Chicago, IL 60601
lets_talk@pcipr.com
312.558.1770
pcipr.com
 

PARKS & PLAYGROUNDS

CUNNINGHAM RECREATION
Michele Breakfield
2020 Calamos Court, Suite 200
Naperville, IL 60563
michele@cunninghamrec.com
800-438-2780 PH
cunninghamrec.com
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IPRA COMMERCIAL MEMBERS

FIELDTURF USA, INC.
Jonathan Huard
175 N. Industrial Blvd NE
Calhoun, GA 30701
jonathan.huard@fieldturf.com
630-474-9817 PH
fieldturf.com

NUTOYS LEISURE PRODUCTS
Sheilah Wasieleweski
PO Box 7075
Westchester, IL 60154
play@nutoys4fun.com
(800) 526-6197 PH
https://www.nutoys4fun.com

PLAY DESIGN SCAPES
Gina Wilch
352 Cedar Ln
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
gina@playdesignscapes.com
224-324-4597
playdesignscapes.com

PLAY ILLINOIS
Mike Maloney
310 N Grant St
Westmont, IL 60559
Mike@playil.com
844-222-9990
info@playil.com

PLAY & PARK STRUCTURES
Patrick Puebla
3602 - 37th Ave., #4
Moline, IL 61265
ppuebla@playandpark.com
573-631-1968 PH
playandpark.com
 

PLANNING & DESIGN

BACON FARMER AND WORKMAN 
ENGINEERING & TESTING INC.
Mark Thompson
500 S 17th St
Paducah, KY 42003-2819
mthompson@bfwengineers.com
(270) 443-1995
https://bfwengineers.com/

CONFLUENCE
Craig Soncrant
307 N. Michigan Ave., #601
Chicago, IL 60601
csoncrant@thinkconfluence.com
312-663-5494 PH
thinkconfluence.com

DEWBERRY ARCHITECTS INC.
Daniel Atilano
132 N York St
Elmhurst, IL 60126-3079
datilano@dewberry.com
847-841-0571 PH
dewberry.com

DLA ARCHITECTS, LTD.
Lou Noto
2 Pierce Pl., Ste 1300
Itasca, IL 60143-3155
l.noto@dla-ltd.com
847-742-4063 PH
dla-ltd.com

ENGINEERING RESOURCE ASSOCIATES
Kenneth N. Anderson Jr.
3s701 West Avenue
Suite 150
Warrenville, IL 60555-3264
kanderson@eracounsultants.com
630-393-3060
eracounsultants.com

FEHR GRAHAM
Pat Kelsey
230 Woodlawn Ave
Aurora, IL 60506-5194
pkelsey@fehrgraham.com
630-423-0482 PH
fehrgraham.com

FGM ARCHITECTS
John Dzarnowski

nd1211 W. 22  Street
Suite 705
Oakbrook, IL 60523
johnd@fgmarchitects.com
630-574-8300 PH
fgmarchitects.com

GEWALT HAMILTON ASSOCIATES
Michael Shrake
625 Forest Edge Drive
Vernon Hills, IL 60061
mshrake@gha-engineers.com
847-478-9700 PH
gha-engineers.com

HITCHCOCK DESIGN GROUP
Bill Inman
225 W. Jefferson Ave
Naperville, IL 60540
binman@hitchcockdesigngroup.com
630-961-1787 PH
hitchcockdesigngroup.com

JSD PROFESSIONAL SERVICES, INC.
Lori Vierow
1400 E Touhy Ave
Ste 215
Des Plaines, IL 60018-3339
lori.vierow@jsdinc.com
630-362-6681 PH
jsdinc.com

PLANNING RESOURCES INC.
Darrell Garrison
913 Parkview Blvd
Lombard, IL 60148-3267
dgarrison@planres.com
630-668-3788 PH
planres.com

WIGHT & COMPANY
Robert Ijams
2500 N. Frontage Road
Darien, IL 60561
rijams@wightco.com
630-739-6644 PH
wightco.com

WILLIAMS ARCHITECTS
Karen T. Lellios
500 Park Blvd.
Suite 800
Itasca, IL 60143
ktlellios@williams-architects.com
630-221-1212 PH
williams-architects.com

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

ANCEL GLINK DIAMOND BUSH 
DICIANNI & KRAFTHEFER P.C.
Robert Bush
140 S. Dearborn Street
6th Floor
Chicago, IL 60603
rbush@ancelglink.com
312-604-9105 PH
ancelglink.com

BERRYDUNN
Dannielle Wilson
100 Middle St
4th Floor East Tower
Portland, ME 04101
DWilson@BerryDunn.com
207-842-8121 PH
berrydunn.com
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IPRA COMMERCIAL MEMBERS

HR SOURCE
Christopher Schneider
3025 Highland Parkway
Suite 225
Downers Grove, IL 60515
cschneider@hrsource.org
630-963-7600 x232 PH

ILLINOIS PUBLIC RISK FUND
Robert Buhs     
7851 W. 185th Street
Suite 101
Tinley Park, IL 60477
rbuhs@iprf.com
708-429-6300 PH
iprf.com

PDRMA
Brett Davis
2033 Burlington Avenue
Lisle, IL 60532
bdavis@pdrma.org
630-769-0332 PH
pdrma.org

SIGNAGE 

CRAIG MILLER BENCHMARK IMAGING 
AND DISPLAY
Craig Miller
221 Lively Blvd
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
craig@benchmarkimaging.com
847-290-0002 x 207

IZONE IMAGING
Brad Huckabay
2526 Charter Oak Dr
Suite 100
Temple, TX 76502
bhuckabay@izoneimaging.com 
888-464-9663 PH
izoneimaging.com

TERRABILT INC.
Donald Meeker
532 N State Rd.
Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510
don@terrabilt.com
914-341-1500 PH
terrabilt.wolfenwicked.com

SUPPLIES

FEDERAL SUPPLY USA
Chad Read
1171 S Northpoint Blvd.
Waukegan, IL 60085-8216
cread@federalsupply.com
847-623-1310  PH
federalsupply.com

TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS
 
AMILIA
Mike Ellis
1751 Rue Richardson, #3 105, 
Montreal, Quebec H3 Montreal QC 
H3K 1G6
Marketing@amilia.com
1-877-343-0004
Amilia.com

CIVICREC
Nick Glasgow
302 S 4th St, Ste 500
Manhattan, KS 66502-6410
Nicholas.glasgow@civicplus.com
785-370-7328  PH
civicplus.com

KUVRR
Sanjeev Arora
2700 Patriot Blvd. Suite 250
Glenview, IL 60026
saneev@kuvrr.com
774 4 Safety  PH
http://www.kuvrr.com

MYREC.COM RECREATION SOFTWARE
Colleen Kinkade
PO Box 16997
Salt Lake City, UT 84116
info@myrec.com
802-465-9732
Outdoorlinkinc.com

PRODUCTIVE PARKS LLC
Steve Dittemore
674 Rochelle Terrace
Lombard, IL 60148
Steve@productiveparks.com
630-765-4252
productiveparks.com
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OUTDOORLINK INC.
David Ramirez
3058 Leeman Ferry Rd SW
Huntsville, AL 35801
dave@outdoorlink.com 
(256) 885-9768
myrec.com

RAM COMMUNICATIONS INC.
Rob McCoy
2720 S River Rd., Ste 152
Des Plaines, IL 60018-4111
info@ramcomminc.com
847-358-0917  PH
ramcomminc.com

TYLER TECHNOLOGIES, INC.
Katie Caton
5101 Tennyson Pkwy
Plano, TX 75024-3525
katie.caton@tylertech.com
207-518-4745  PH
tylertech.com

UKG SOLUTIONS
Mark Cline
101 W Washington St # 900
Indianapolis IN 46204
mark.cline@ukg.com
317-910-2167  PH
tylertech.com

VERMONT SYSTEMS, INC.
David Wirtz
12 Market Place
Essex Junction, VT 05452
davew@vermontsystems.com
802-276-5447  PH
vermontsystems.com

WEB DEVELOPMENT

A5 BRANDING & DIGITAL
John Harris
1 North La Salle Street, 47th Floor
Chicago, IL 60602
jharris@a5inc.com
708-227-5313 PH
a5inc.com



S P O N S O R E D S E C T I O N

T O P T R E N D S

Cunningham Recreation | cunninghamrec.com | 800-438-2780

GameTime's Aventus Tower is a new approach to modular tower 
design. It serves as a centerpiece of your playground that you can 
personalize with climbers, slides and sensory activities. Our new 
transfer platform makes it easier for children to transfer from a mobility 
device and the SureGrip climbers provide extra support as young thrill 
seekers embark on their ascent to the top. www.cunninghamrec.com

The Industry's First Accessible 
Playground Tower

IPARKS - Coverage Tailored to Meet 
the Needs of Illinois Park Districts

Since 1991, IPARKS (Illinois Parks Association Risk Services) has 
provided more than 170 park districts throughout the state of Illinois 
with stable, proactive, responsive and cost-effective coverage for 
their risk management needs.

Endorsed by the IAPD (Illinois Association of Park Districts), IPARKS 
members receive programs and benefits specifically tailored to meet 
the unique needs park districts, recreation and conservation of 
districts, river conservancy districts, forest preserves and special 
recreation agencies. 

Visit www.iparks.org for 
more information. 

Courtesy of Rock Island County Forest Preserve District
IPARKS | iparks.org | 800-748-0554

Seven - Utility Management Consultants, Ltd. is a professional Energy 
Consulting firm founded at the inception of energy deregulation in 
Houston, Texas, by a group of purchasing consultants, energy 
consultants, energy aggregators, energy brokers, and experienced 
professionals. Seven - Utility Management Consultants, Ltd. negotiates 
with the top 18 electricity and the top 8 natural gas providers in the 
state by having them all bid on agency utility business. 

Get Control of Your Park District’s 
Electricity Costs and Energy Budget

Seven -Utility Management Consultants, Ltd. 
sevenutility.com | 501-835-3142
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IAPD 
Peter Murphy
211 E. Monroe
Springfield, IL 62701
217-523-4554
iapd@ilparks.org
ilparks.org
See ad on page 31

Fehr Graham
Jennifer Hubbard
200 Prairie St., Ste 208
Rockford, IL 61107
815-394-4700
jhubbard@fehrgraham.com
www.fehrgraham.com
See ad on page 31 

Larson Engineering, Inc.
Doug Keppy
1488 Bond Street, Suite 100
Naperville, IL 60563-6503 
630-357-0540
dkeppy@larsonengr.com
www.larsonengr.com
See ad on page 34

Board Services

Design

Engineering

Commercial Lawn

Russo Power Equipment
9525 W. Irving Park Rd.
Schiller Park, IL 60176
847-678-9525
leads@russopower.com
www.russopower.com
See ad on page IFC & 35  

BUYERS’ GUIDE  Board Services - Engineering
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Construction Management

Lamp Incorporated
Ian Lamp
460 N. Grove Avenue
Elgin, IL 60120
847-741-7220
ilamp@lampinc.net
www.lampinc.net
See ad on page 33

Cunningham 
Recreation
Michele Breakfield
PO Box 240981
Charlotte, NC 28224
800-438-2780
michele@cunninghamrec.com
www.cunninghamrec.com
See ad on page 35 & 38
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Ameren Illinois
Terisa Lingafelter
10980 Darnell Rd.
Dawson, IL 62520
447-910-8494
tlingafelter@ameren.com
www.ameren.com
See ad on page 31  

Energy Efficiency Exhibits Floor Coverings

BUYERS’ GUIDE  Energy Efficiency  - Floor Coverings
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iZone Imaging
Brad Huckabay
2526 Charter 
Oak Drive, Suite 100
Temple, TX 76502
254-314-8204
bhuckabay@izoneimaging.com
www.izoneimaging.com
See ad on page 32
 

Scharm Floor Covering
Fred Scharm
1843 E. Oakton Street
Des Plaines, IL 60018
847-298-8233
fred@scharm.com
www.scharm.com
See ad on page 37



Russo Power Equipment
9525 W. Irving Park Rd.
Schiller Park, IL 60176
847-678-9525
leads@russopower.com
www.russopower.com
See ad on page IFC & 32 

Power Equipment

BUYERS’ GUIDE  Park Products - Power Equipment
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Playground Equipment

Cunningham 
Recreation
Michele Breakfield
PO Box 240981
Charlotte, NC 28224
800-438-2780
michele@cunninghamrec.com
www.cunninghamrec.com
See ad on page 32 & 38

Goodmark 
Nurseries, LLC.
Melissa Acevedo
8920 Howe Rd.
Wonder Lake, IL 
60097
815-653-9293
melissa.acevedo@
goodmarknurseries.com
www.goodmarknurseries.com

Growing since 1985, a Midwest 
leading source of quality nursery 
trees, shrubs, and perennials. 
Large above ground inventory, and 
delivery available. Dedicated to 
growing over 300 cultivars of trees, 
and 200+ containers for your 
success.

Plant Supply

Pilot Rock / 
RJ Thomas Mfg.
Justin Jorgensen
PO Box 946
Cherokee, IA 
51012-094
jjorgensen@rjthomas.com
www.pilotrock.com
See ad on page 36 & 37

Park Products



Pilot Rock / 
RJ Thomas Mfg.
Justin Jorgensen
PO Box 946
Cherokee, IA 
51012-094
jjorgensen@rjthomas.com
www.pilotrock.com
See ad on page 35 

Musco Lighting
David Miller
3380 Lacrosse Ln. Suite 103
Naperville, IL 60564
630-290-6402
lighting@musco.com
www.musco.com
See ad on page 33 

Illinois Public Risk Fund
Robert Buhs
PO Box 4522
Lisle, IL 60532
800-289-4773
rbuhs@iprf.com
www.iprf.com
municipal.monroetruck.com
See ad on page 35 

Site Furnishings

Workers Compensation

Sports Lighting

BUYERS’ GUIDE  Signage - Workers Compensation
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Signage

iZone Imaging
Brad Huckabay
2526 Charter 
Oak Drive, Suite 100
Temple, TX 76502
254-314-8204
bhuckabay@izoneimaging.com
www.izoneimaging.com
See ad on page 32

Terrabilt, Inc.
Don Meeker
532 N. State Road
Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510
914-341-1500
info@terrabilt.com
www.terrabilt.com
See ad on page 36
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THE CHALLENGES AND REWARDS OF HOSTING 

LARGE-
SCALE 

TOURNAMENTS AT YOUR PARK 

By
Bob Johnson, Deputy Director

Mike Contreras, Superintendent of Recreation

Brian DeWolf, Recreation Manager

Jake Stachowiak, Superintendent of Parks
Oak Brook Park District
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In the months and years post-covid, the park and 
recreation field has seen a resurgence in organized 
sports participation. As in-house, club, and travel 
leagues continue to expand, the need for space to host 
large tournaments is growing. For a larger agency with 
multiple fields, accommodating 200+ teams over 
multiple days may be possible. However, a smaller 
organization might consider a tournament a fraction of 
that size to be large for their space and resources. Your 
organization may be pondering the idea of being a host 
site, or maybe you have been approached by a 
tournament organizer looking for a large space to rent.  
What constitutes a large tournament depends on the 
organization and its capabilities. While soccer, football, 
baseball, and softball tournaments may be more 

common in parks, other activities such as ultimate 
frisbee, paintball, or lacrosse need these spaces too. 
Regardless of the size and scope of the tournament, 
the steps taken in the planning process are critical to 
its success.  

First and foremost, assemble your team. A large 
tournament may require significant resources, and will 
likely have an impact on guests, programming, and 
facilities not necessarily associated with the 
tournament itself. Make sure to invite team members 
from parks, recreation, facilities, marketing, etc. 
Involving your team early in the conversation will 
provide different perspectives and insights which help 
pave the way for a successful event. Identifying the 

 Regardless of the size and scope 
of the tournament, the steps 

taken in the planning process are 
critical to its success.  

“
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pros and cons, and even performing a strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities, and challenges analysis of your 
available site and resources, are valuable exercises in 
determining the feasibility of hosting the tournament.  

In evaluating the pros, revenue is often top of mind. 
Tournaments can be a substantial revenue-generator for 
your organization depending on how the fees are 
structured. Additionally, a well-run tournament can be 
great positive exposure for your organization which may 
lead to future tournaments and rentals. Larger events that 
draw teams for longer distances may benefit the 
community and local businesses with attendees requiring 
hotel stays and restaurant options. It is equally important 
to determine the drawbacks of a large tournament. If 
natural grass fields will be used, you may see a significant 
increase in wear and tear over a 2 to 3 day tournament. 
With games often taking place morning through evening, 
many recreational fields are not conditioned to withstand 
that sort of use. Another point to discuss with your team is 
the pressure on staffing resources.  Even larger 
organizations have only so many staff and hours to commit 
to preparing for and staffing a tournament, so having that 
conversation early on can help prevent employee burn-out. 
Hosting a large event will have an impact on other 
programs, rentals, and uses of your facilities. The fact is 
there will be opportunity costs associated with a large 
tournament, so weighing the benefit against the cost is a 
critical step for decisions in the planning process. 

When planning for a large tournament, understanding the 
unique requirements of a particular sport or activity is a 
determining factor in how you prepare. For instance, laying out 
and painting a lacrosse field is more time consuming than a 
soccer field. The crease area, arc, and fan can be challenging 
to measure and position correctly. Furthermore, setting up a 
lacrosse or football field over an area that is normally used for 
soccer may require alternate paint colors to differentiate 
between the playing areas. Depending on the sport, the wear 
areas on a field may change. Lacrosse tends to have more 
aggressive activity around the goal areas which may require 
both a stronger stand of turf grass to begin with, and more 
intense renovation post-play. These factors highlight the need 
for a complete communication circle from start to finish with 
your team. Soliciting input from your park and field staff will 
help them prepare in advance to improve turf resilience, and to 
be ready for more significant repairs after the tournament.  

Another aspect that requires complete communication is the 
impact on your surroundings.  If your site is in or near a 
residential setting, being proactive with your neighbors about 
increased traffic congestion and parked cars can prevent phone 
calls from angry residents later. In addition, communicating 
with police and EMS prior to the tournament will help them be 
prepared for larger than normal crowds, and they may provide 
input regarding traffic management, safety, and keeping access 
for emergency services open. Providing adequate directional 
signage and parking maps to your guests in advance of the 
activity will help everyone stay organized and facilitate better 
vehicle and pedestrian traffic. Work closely with your marketing 
staff, bringing them on-site to help visualize the size, quantity, 
and design of necessary signs, banners, etc. 
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Support facilities play a significant role in a successful 
large tournament or event. Having adequate restrooms, 
shelters or tents, and concession options will make or 
break your visitor experience. Even at sites with permanent 
restroom facilities, the addition of portable units is usually 
a good idea, especially when you anticipate large or 
prolonged crowds. However, even more important is 
keeping these facilities clean and well-stocked with 
supplies. If contracting our restroom services, make sure 
your vendor is prepared to maintain them over the length 
of your tournament. Concessions can be as simple as 
selling pre-packaged goods under a tent, or inviting food 
trucks or a catering company to provide food and beverage 
services. Regardless of the direction you choose, be 
prepared to secure the proper permits and licenses 
required in your community well in advance of the activity. 
Naturally, with hundreds or thousands of attendees at your 
site, there will be a substantial increase in litter, both loose 
and in receptacles.  When evaluating the staffing needs at 
the tournament, remember that staff, whether paid or 
volunteer, must be scheduled for the duration of the 
activity to keep up with these maintenance chores. 
Overflowing trash is not only unsightly and a turn-off to 
your guests, but it also attracts stinging insects, especially 
during those late summer and early fall months. Keep in 
mind that visitors will be spending at minimum several 
hours at your site, and having clean and welcoming 
amenities is a positive reflection on your organization.

Even with careful planning, the unexpected will happen. 
Contingency planning is often overlooked, but being 
prepared for some unexpected or unfortunate scenarios is 
essential. With outdoor venues, weather is the most 
unpredictable and often the most impactful on success or 
failure. Early on in your planning, decide who controls the 
decision to cancel or postpone the activity. What policies 
and procedures do you have in place that will drive and 
support your decision?  If you will allow teams to continue 
play on wet and soggy fields, are you prepared for the 
restoration?  Will closing a field that was destroyed over a 
weekend of play have a negative effect on revenues and 
programming in the days and weeks to come?  These are 
important conversations to have with your team throughout 
the planning process, and being proactive rather than 
reactive to these situations can soften the blow to your 
organization, staff, and programming. 

Combined, these points of consideration have associated 
costs. Items such as extra field paint, restrooms, 
concessions, permits, and staff hours are quantifiable, and 
should be a factor in determining your fees. Building in 
restoration fees to offset the expense of new seed, soil, and 
sod may be necessary depending on the spaces you are 
providing.  While all this may seem daunting, having these 
discussions and preparing with your staff, volunteers, 
coaches, and tournament/event managers early on, helps 
manage expectations, and ultimately makes for a more 
pleasant, rewarding, and successful experience for 
everyone. While generating revenue for your organization is 
a positive, the satisfaction from managing a well-
organized, large-scale tournament with your team may be 
the most rewarding part of the entire experience. 

While generating revenue for your 
organization is a positive, the satisfaction from 

managing a well-organized, large-scale 
tournament with your team may be the most 

rewarding part of the entire experience. 
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Since 1972, Watts Center has been a cherished winter 
destination for Glencoe residents, featuring two 

refrigerated ice rinks that operate seasonally during the 
winter months. However, for the remaining nine months, 

the rinks lay dormant, prompting the Glencoe Park 
District to express concern about the underutilization of 

this prime location.

TRANSFORMING A WINTER ICE RINK 
INTO A YEAR-ROUND COMMUNITY HUB

BY LISA SHEPPARD, 
Executive Director Glencoe Park District and

 

ERIN CLASSEN, 
Superintendent of Marketing 

and Communication, Glencoe Park District
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The district felt like there was an issue with this big space only 
being used three months of the year. The rinks are nestled in a prime 
location, next to a school and a park district facility.

Various ideas were considered, from velodrome courts to dog runs, and even 
pop-up roller-skating events. Although the latter gained popularity, it wasn't a 
sustainable solution. The smaller rink was converted to a seasonal DekHockey court, 
but the main rink remained largely unused.

Simultaneously, a pickleball resurgence was taking place. The Glencoe Park District 
responded by adding lines and temporary nets to existing tennis courts. However, 
during a Board meeting regarding the renovation of a tennis court, pickleball 
enthusiasts dominated public comments. Residents expressed a desire for 
dedicated pickleball courts without the interference of tennis nets 

IN A LANDLOCKED 

COMMUNITY 

WHERE SPACE FOR 

A DEDICATED BLOCK 

OF PICKLEBALL 

COURTS WAS 

LACKING, A UNIQUE 

SOLUTION EMERGED.
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and lines. 
Pickleball's appeal lies in its inherently social nature, with 
players gravitating towards multi-court locations that foster 
a vibrant community atmosphere and encourage 
interaction among enthusiasts. One dedicated court at a 
location would not be enough.

In a landlocked community where space for a dedicated 
block of pickleball courts was lacking, a unique solution 
emerged. The idea to repurpose the ice rinks for pickleball 
courts proved to be a perfect marriage of two challenges.

The district began brainstorming how to convert the rink 
each season into a pickleball destination. Painting lines on 
the concrete was considered, but the expense and 
playability of the surface quickly ruled out that option.

Turning to sports court manufacturers, the team discovered 
a new modular surface specifically designed for pickleball 
play. This surface, infused with rubber, offered improved 
traction, cushioning, and grip comparable to an asphalt 
court.

While the purchase of a sports court was a fraction of the 
cost of building new courts, the team needed to ensure it 
met the expectations of discerning players. A two-week 
testing period involved pickleball instructors, participants, 
and avid players providing feedback on two sports court 
materials designed for pickleball. Although the sports court 
material was not the preferred choice by most competitive 
pickleball players, it was met with enthusiasm by 
recreation players.
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With positive reviews in hand, the park district officials 
delved into the practicalities of the surface, addressing 

installation, storage, and actual costs. Armed with 
answers, the next hurdle was obtaining buy-in from the 
board of commissioners and the Glencoe community, 

which was successfully achieved.

The main ice rink, now known as the Weinberg Family 
Recreation Center, unveiled six pickleball courts on May 8, 
2023. Swiftly, the public embraced these courts, turning 
them into a popular pickleball destination. Within the 
initial six months of operation, approximately 4,000 
visitors enjoyed the new facilities. While ensuring plenty of 
time for open play, the district saw a demand for reserved 
courts and offered reservations at a nominal cost. The 
district recorded a revenue of $59,000 from court 
reservations and class fees during this period. Impressively, 
users bestowed a remarkable 4.67-star rating (out of 5) 
upon the courts.

However, the transition from an ice rink to a pickleball 
facility posed challenges. To preserve ice rink operations, 
nothing could be secured to the rink floor or dasher boards. 
The district initially placed free standing court dividers to 
separate games, but because the dividers could not be 
secured, a strong wind could easily push them down. The 
district later installed a hanging net system to keep game 
play separated.

The facility implemented a real-time feedback system 
through QR codes, which immediately alerted facility 
managers and allowed for continuous improvements based 
on user input.

Other challenges included the lack of shade during the 
summer months and potential slipperiness of the courts 
after rain. Adaptations, like shaded tables and benches on 
the rink runway and providing a shop vac for players, were 
made to address these issues.

Ice rinks are pitched to hold water, while traditional racket 
courts are designed to drain water. The sports court 
material, laid on top of a rink designed to hold water, often 
traps water in the grooves. After a large rainstorm, when 
traditional racket courts are dry, the rink courts are often 
still wet and unplayable for a day, limiting play on the 
courts. The slippery courts were a safety issue when the 
court would get slippery. The community expected the new 
courts to be always in peak playing condition. The district 
could not keep up with the demand, so one of the ways it 
compromised was to make a shop vac available for players 
to use if the courts were wet.

As a protective measure, the park district is working to 
change its policy to allow for class cancellations due to 
standing water. Instead of offering refunds, we guarantee a 
certain number of classes. If the session includes eight 
meetings, participants pay for seven classes and the 
district guarantees those seven classes will take place. If 
there is a need to cancel one class for standing water or 
weather, the district does not offer a refund. If all eight 
meetings take place, participants receive a free class.
 
While pickleball isn't universally adored due to the noise it 
generates, experts recommend implementing abatement 
measures, especially for homes within 350 feet of the 
courts. Nine homes are located within 350 feet of the 
Weinberg rinks. The rink's sound-deadening dasher boards, 
coupled with the surrounding mature arborvitae, naturally 
reduce noise. Despite these measures, there is still 
ambient sound that can be heard in the neighborhood. The 
board of commissioners voted to limit play hours to 7 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. They also agreed to limit play by not using the 
rink's outdoor lights for pickleball play. Despite only one 
neighbor registering a complaint, the situation is being 
closely monitored.
 
The community would love to play pickleball year-round, 
especially on the unseasonably warm days. The district's 
ability to provide courts is tempered because the space 
reverts back to a refrigerated outdoor ice rink from 
November to February. While not ideal, the district has 
equipped an indoor gym and some outdoor tennis courts 
with pickleball lines and temporary nets. These makeshift 
solutions ensure the enthusiastic pickleball community can 
continue enjoying their passion even when conditions are 
less accommodating. Of course, the quest for extended 
playtime still persists.

Looking ahead, the park district is focused on enhancing 
the user experience by considering larger group rentals and 
increased outdoor seating.

The Glencoe community has embraced the new courts. As 
the district prepares for its sophomore season, it is 
exploring ways to improve the user experience. The priority 
is to ensure residents feel like the Weinberg courts are their 
place to play.

In the inaugural season, the district not only transformed 
an underutilized space into a vibrant community hub but 
also witnessed the joy of players who embraced the new 
pickleball courts. It's not just a game; it's a testament to 
the power of innovation and community spirit. The 
resounding success of our first season sets the stage for an 
exciting journey ahead.
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The Illinois Association of Park Districts recognized the inspiring leaders of Illinois parks, recreation, and 
conservation at the 2024 Soaring to New Heights Conference. Congratulations to all of our individual and agency 
winners, and thank you for continuing to show the rest of the nation how incredible our park districts, forest 
preserves, conservation, recreation, and special recreation agencies are in Illinois!

COMMISSIONER OF THE YEAR
MIKE CASSIDY COMMISSIONER 

COMMUNITY SERVICE

HONORED PROFESSIONAL

Lori Palmer, Bartlett Park District

IAPD

Robert L. Johnson Sr., Peoria Park District

Jeremiah Johnson, Waukegan Park District Craig Talsma, Hoffman Estates Park District
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IAPD OUTSTANDING LEGISLATOR OF 

THE YEAR AWARD
Representative Terra Costa Howard
Representative Norine Hammond
Senator Sally Turner
Senator Elgie Sims, Jr.

Congratulations to the following 
commissioners recognized for their 
outstanding achievements in advancing to 
a new level in IAPD's BOARD MEMBER 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM:

IAPD MASTER BOARD MEMBERS
Linda Dressler, Hoffman Estates Park District

Marc Friedman, Hoffman Estates Park District

Mary Gibson, Naperville Park District

Gary Gillis, Pekin Park District

Bob Schmidt, Schaumburg Park District

Bruce Robbins, Vernon Hills Park District

IAPD DISTINCTIVE BOARD MEMBERS
Frank Saverino, Bloomingdale Park District

Melissa Victor, Cary Park District

David Tosh, Glenview Park District

Carol Sente, Vernon Hills Park District

George Bridges, Waukegan Park District

Jacqueline Herrera Giron, Waukegan Park District

Jeremiah Johnson, Waukegan Park District

Janet Kilkelly, Waukegan Park District

Anton Mathews, Waukegan Park District

Christina Codo, Winnetka Park District

IAPD NOTABLE BOARD MEMBERS
Diana Gunsteen, Bartlett Park District

Meghan Scarsella, Elmhurst Park District

Jean Ott, Medinah Park District

, River Trails Park DistrictRobert Hoban III

, Schaumburg Park DistrictBrian Berg, Jr.

, Tinley Park-Park DistrictDonald Cuba

, Tinley Park-Park DistrictBernie O'Boyle

, Tinley Park-Park DistrictLisa O'Donovan

, Tinley Park-Park DistrictAshley Rubino

, Tinley Park-Park DistrictMarie Ryan
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IPRA

COMMUNITY IMPACT

CHAMPIONS FOR CHANGE

ROBERT ARTZ LIFETIME 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Deborah Fandrei, Buffalo Grove Park District

Park District of Oak Park

Carrie Fullerton, Arlington Heights Park District

Congratulations to the following 

individuals & agencies that were 

recognized for their outstanding 

achievements at the 2024 IAPD/IPRA 

Soaring to New Heights Conference. 

YOUNG PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR

PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR

Jay Lerner, Waukegan Park District

Sara Witteck, West Chicago Park District

All Conference Awards Luncheon Winners
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AGENCY SHOWCASE AWARDS

Overall

1st Place: Downers 

Grove Park District

2nd Place: Lake County 

Forest Preserve District

3rd Place: Glenview Park 

District

Peoples Choice

Oak Lawn Park District

Category Honors

Brochure Print: Lake 

County Forest Preserve 

District

Brochure Virtual: 

Wheeling Park District

Integrated 

Photography: Waukegan 

Park District

Large Format 

Marketing: Batavia Park 

District

Logo Design: Glenview 

Park District

Marketing Campaign: 

Downers Grove Park 

District

Paid Advertisement: 

Plainfield Park District

Print Communication – 

Informational: 

Glenview Park District

Print Communication – 

Promotional: 

Northbrook Park District

Social Media 

Campaign: Glenview 

Park District

Tabletop Display: 

Wheeling Park District

Videography - Long 

Form: Park District of 

Highland Park

Videography - Short 

Form: Downers Grove 

Park District

Website: Glencoe Park 

District 

EXCEPTIONAL WORKPLACE AWARDS
Arlington Heights Park District

Lemont Park District

Oak Lawn Park District

Park District of Oak Park

Southeast Association for Special Parks and        

    Recreation (SEASPAR)

Worth Park District

OUTSTANDING AWARDS
Park Division I:

United City of Yorkville Parks & Recreation 

Department -

Yorkville Storywalk Partnership

Park Division II:

Park District of Highland Park

Sunset Woods Park Playground Renovation

Facility Division II:

Park District of Oak Park

Oak Park Community Recreation Center

Program Division I:

United City of Yorkville Parks & Recreation 

Department

Future Foxes Preschool & School District 115 

Collaborative Learning Program

Program Division II: 

McHenry County Conservation District

Find Your Wild Summer Challenge

Special Event Division I:

Freeport Park District

Oakdale Fall Festival

Special Event Division II:

Fox Valley Park District

Big Foot Trail Run 5k
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SECTION DISTINGUISHED AWARDS

Administration & Finance:

Bret Fahnstrom, River Trails Park District

Communications & Marketing:

Sheri Potter, Warrenville Park District

Diversity:

Jonelle Bailey, Sycamore Park District

Facility Management:

Lacy Marinenko, Vernon Hills Park District

Parks & Natural Resources:

Dan Payne, Elmhurst Park District

Recreation:

Mike Gianastasio, Homewood-Flossmoor Park District

Therapeutic Recreation:

Mia Ross, NISRA

Forest Preserve & Conservation:

Karen Gray, Forest Preserve District of DuPage County



2024

PLATINUM SPONSORSHIP

CRYSTAL SPONSORSHIP

DIAMOND SPONSORSHIP 

A-LA-CARTE SPONSORSHIP

T H A N K Y O U T O O U R

SPONSORS
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The 2023 IP&R Magazine 
Photo Contest Awards

SPORTS
1st Place  
Jerry Dallege
Skokie Park District

“Ice Show Star”

2nd Place 
JP McNamara
Palatine Park District

“Water You Waiting For”   
                                                                                                

3rd Place 
Mike Terson 
Buffalo Grove Park District

“ Cricket Among Kites”

The Give Us Your Best Shot photo contest winners were announced at the Soaring to New Heights Conference.

Congratulations to all our 2023 Give Us Your Best Shot Photo Contest Winners! 

1
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Honorable Mention
Sheri Potter
Warrenville Park District
“Perfect Balance”

Katy Denight
Champaign Park District
“All Eyes on the Ball”

Rafael Gomez
Skokie Park District
“Hockey Jail Break”



WILDLIFE

1st Place  
Nicholas McCarney
Sycamore Park District

“Beak to Beak”

2nd Place 
Maurice Shallow
Springfield Park District

“Reflection”
                                                                                                   

3rd Place 
Glenn Knoblock
Forest Preserve District of Will County

“Three Headed Goose”

Honorable Mention
Amanda Pawelko
McHenry County Conservation District
“White Egret at Golden Hour”

Nicholas McCarney 
Sycamore Park District
“I Spy With My Little Eye”

Ben Beranek
Forest Preserve District of DuPage 
County
“Limpkin”

1
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RECREATION/
PEOPLE AT PLAY

1st Place  
Allison Corcoran
Lombard Park District

“Fun At The Pool”

2nd Place 
Bethany Erickson
Macomb Park District

“Rhythm Circle”
                                                                                                   

3rd Place - 
Samantha Cicogna
ForeverLawn Chicago

“Play 2”

Honorable Mention
Margaret Beaudin
West Chicago Park District
“Sunlit”

AngiePace-Tousignant
Kankakee Valley Park District
“Walking on Water”

AnthonySchalk
Forest Preserve District of Will County
“Casting a Line”
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NATURE/
LANDSCAPES

1st Place  
Jennifer Rogers
Arlington Heights Park District

“Shine in the Dark”

2nd Place 
Nicholas McCarney 
Sycamore Park District

 Tranquility”
                                                                                                   

3rd Place - 
Renee Pixler
Forest Preserve of Winnebago County

“Kishwaukee George North 
Forest Preserve”

Honorable Mention
Chad Merda
Forest Preserve District of Will County
“Dandelion Seed Macro”

Ben Beranek
Forest Preserve District of DuPage 
County
“Trail”

Amanda Pawelko
McHenry County Conservation District
“You Belong Among the Wild Flowers” 

A heartfelt thanks to everyone who submitted a photo in 2023. 

1
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In Memoriam 
Illinois Parks and Recreation 
extends our condolences to 
family and friends of Gordon 
"Brent" Manning, who passed 
away January 26, 2024. 
Manning was a towering figure 
in conservation. From his early 
days at the nonprofit Ducks 
Unlimited to his pivotal roles as 
the head of both the Illinois 
Department of Conservation 
and later the Illinois 

Department of Natural Resources, Brent's impact was 
profound and far-reaching. Under his leadership, IDNR 
started the Conservation Congress, Conservation 2000, 
Illinois River 2020, and more. Brent also briefly served as 
executive director of the Wyoming Game and Fish 
Department. 

Brent finished his career as the executive director of the 
Forest Preserve District of DuPage County, where he 
championed accessibility and sustainability by 
spearheading the installation of accessible fishing piers in 
suburban forest preserves and the development of an 
archery range. He was also instrumental in the creation of 
the district's Urban Stream Research Center, the only 
aquatic conservation facility of its kind in Illinois.

Oswegoland Park 
District Selects 
Betsinger as New 
Executive Director
Tom Betsinger has accepted 
the position of executive 
director at the Oswegoland 
Park District, effective 
December 4, 2023. 

Tom is a familiar face within 
the Oswegoland community. 

His career in parks and recreation began at the district in 
1997 as a recreation supervisor overseeing athletics and 
special events. Over the years he has demonstrated 
exceptional leadership, earning promotions to 
superintendent of recreation in 2008 and, most recently, 
director of recreation in 2018.

Beyond his service to the Oswegoland Park District, Tom 
spent several years on the Planning and Zoning 
Commission and two terms as an elected board member 
for the Village of Montgomery. Additionally, Tom was a 
charter member of the Rotary Club of Montgomery and 
served as club vice president and Rotary Foundation 
board member. 

Tom earned his undergraduate degree from Illinois 
College, is a National Parks & Recreation Association 
Revenue Development School Graduate, and is a Certified 
Parks and Recreation Professional (CPRP).

Want to Read More? 

Keep up with the latest milestones, new hires, promotions 

and award winners in the Illinois park and recreation 

industry online. Visit our website, www.ILparks.org, select 

IP&R Magazine and then People and Places.

E-mail information and jpegs to wutterback@ILparks.org.  

Jpegs should be 300 dpi at about 2 inches tall. 

Want to submit news from your 

agency for People & Places?

5 8   I l l i n o i s P a r k s & R e c r e a t i o n  w w w . I L i p r a . o r g






