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     Sometimes you have to choose: You can have the cake 
or else you can gobble it up. But not both. When we are 
constantly forced to pick – Which cable package? Which 
medical plan? Which bank? – it becomes an easy to habit 
to view every option as an “either” or an “or.” Sometimes, 
though, the answer can be “both.”
     That’s good to remember. 
     When it comes to getting our messages out, the IAPD 
and IPRA are faced with some of the same operational 
choices your agencies are. One choice is: Do we go paper 
or electronic? 
     Think of your seasonal program guides. Many agencies 
have gone online with them. Some even use flip page 
technology, complete with swoosh sound effects as you turn 
from the odd to even pages. Even so, it’s likely that most 
agencies with electronic seasonal guides still put the book 
out on paper, too. This is probably seen as a transitional 
move – a slight doubling effort just until the public’s 
sophistication level rises and the publication can exist only 
electronically. That could happen.
     Or, we could find ourselves working in mixed media 
forever. As one national advertising campaign claims, 
“During the 12-year life of Google, magazine readership 
actually increased 11 percent. What it proves, once again, 
is that a new medium doesn’t necessarily displace an 
existing one. Just as movies didn’t kill radio. Just as TV 
didn’t kill movies.”
     When we communicate with the public, our job is now 
not only to craft the message but also to choose the right 
medium – or the right media mix – to carry that message in 
a way that is both suited to the message and the audience. 
Someday, most people will access the “phone book” (which 
will really be a giant mobile-phone formatted file) from their 
wireless phones. But if a significant section of the public 
demands it, you’ll still let your fingers do the walking 
through the yellow pages. Just so, even though it is easier 
for your clients to point, click and register for a season’s 
park programs on a Web-based version of the seasonal 
guide, you still may find many of your people prefer to leaf 
through the program guide on the bus ride to work and 
then click to register later that night.
     Illinois Parks & Recreation magazine is in that same 
boat. For a while now, we’ve been choosing to present 
information to you in paper and electronic formats, and this 
will continue to be the case for the foreseeable future.
     That’s why, for example, starting with this issue, you’ll 
see an abbreviated version of the People & Places section in 
the printed version of the magazine. A more expanded 
version for each issue will be posted on the Web. Go to the 
IAPD home page, www.ILparks.org, and look for the More 
People & Places button near the top, or go to the 
“Publications” button on the left of the page and choose 
“Illinois Parks and Recreation Magazine” from the fly-out 
menu. In fact, you may find it useful to bookmark the 
magazine page. From there, you can access all the 
WebXtras that supplement the magazine and link to an 
electronic archive (called Illinois Periodicals Online) that will 
soon house every issue of Illinois Parks & Recreation 
magazine from 1970 onward.  
      Paper or electronic? The IAPD and IPRA have chosen 
“both,” and we hope you’ll find all the information helpful. 
Just think, if only Illinois Parks & Recreation were dessert, 
then you could have your cake and eat it, too.





gGET ON BOARD

Peter M. Murphy
IAPD President and CEO

Meeting Management - 
The Pathway To Success
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Each board member 

needs to assess, 

“Are we operating 

as a team?”

Will your board meeting still run effectively when members disagree or 
in the heat of public opinion when the disfranchised few show up?

     ·

     ·

     ·

     ·

     ·

     ·

     ·

     ·

     ·

     ·

     ·

     ·

     ·

     ·

     ·

 Did the board seek counsel on matters that have legal 

           ramifications? (Asking the agency attorney for an opinion 

           not only gives guidance to a board, but also helps 

           insulate it from liability.)

 Are motions written in advance of the meeting on complex 

           or important issues?

 Is the meeting room conducive to a comfortable meeting? 

 Does the meeting room accommodate visitors?

 Do all board members regularly attend board meetings?

 Are board members working together? 

 How well does the board function as a team?

 Is there always controversy?  If so why?

 Should the board hold occasional educational programs 

           on conflict management and boardmanship?  (These 

           programs should be held separate from the regular board 

           meeting,)

 Does the board use the expertise of it’s chief executive or 

           does it constantly go over every detail?  

 Is the board wasting time on petty details?

 Is the board addressing big issues and looking at the 

           bottom line of the agency?

 Is the board establishing achievable goals?  

 Is the board making major decisions?  

 Is the board concerned with the agency’s future and does 

           it demonstrate this by it’s action?

     One of the key indications of effective boards is how they 

engage with each other and the public at their board meetings. 

While the fundamentals of success seem straightforward, many 

boards drift away from these to accommodate prior traditions or 

new personalities.

     I recommend that boards annually evaluate themselves on 

how meetings are conducted. Think of it as you do a spring tune-

up for your automobile in order to meet an increased driving 

schedule or the heat of summer. Will your board meeting still run 

effectively when members disagree or in the heat of public 

opinion when the disfranchised few show up?

     The right decision on issues at the board meeting isn’t always 

the easiest one to make, but each board member needs to 

assess, “Are we operating as a team or are we operating as 

adversaries?”

     Board members should recognize that in order to get things done 

they must work together and not pull in different directions. When 

board members work as a team, they are able to talk freely about 

issues without worrying about hurting feelings when 

disagreements arise.

     Here are other questions you can ask yourself when 

evaluating the effectiveness of board meetings:

 Was the meeting conducted in a businesslike manner, 

           resulting in actions that resolve problems?

 Were agenda items submitted to the board in advance            

           with reports covering all items on which the board would 

           make decisions?

 Were the reports succinct, clear and well prepared?

 Were all board members given an opportunity to 

           participate in the discussion?

 Was the agenda strictly followed?

 Did the board discuss policy matters rather than day-to-

           day management decisions?

The Team Ethic

     ·

     ·

     ·

     ·

     ·

     ·
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IAPD Events

Remember, Help is Here  
     If you feel your board meetings aren’t operating as well as they 

should or that your board isn’t working in concert, know that you 

are not alone. Park agency boards are human constructs and do not 

always work perfectly. That’s why the IAPD has developed several 

useful resources. 

     If you haven’t done so recently, I invite you to check out our Web 

site (at www.ILparks.org) and read over some of the services that 

we offer member agencies.  You’ll find information on our Board 

Self-Evaluation Program in which an IAPD representative develops 

and facilitates a tailor-made evaluation exercise with your board in a 

process that allows for maximum growth potential in a private 

setting while complying with the state’s Open Meetings Act. There 

are books that can help, including Get on Board and the latest 

edition of the Park District Code. These are available at significant 

discounts to members. And a highly convenient interactive option is 

our new Online Board Member Education Series that you can link to 

from our home page or visit directly at www.iapdbaordtraining.com.

     If you have questions about any of these services, or if you have 

specific concerns or suggestions about how IAPD can help your 

board function better, please contact me at 217-523-4554. 

Remember, you joined IAPD to have access to the assistance you 

need to be the best board you can be. Take advantage of that, and 

you’ll serve yourself and your community effectively.

August 21
Park District Conservation 
Day at the Illinois State Fair
State Fair Grounds, 
Springfield

September 20
Summer Golf Tour Event #5
Glenview Park Golf Club
Glenview Park District

October 1
IAPD Best of the Best 
Awards Gala
Traditions at Chevy Chase 
Country Club
Wheeling Park District

October 25-29
NRPA National Congress 
and Exposition
Minneapolis, Minnesota

November 4
Legal Symposium
Hamburger University
Oak Brook

January 27-29, 2011
IAPD/IPRA Soaring to New 
Heights Conference
Hilton, Chicago

May 26
Protecting Yourself From 
Hackers & Internet Thieves 
Park District of LaGrange 
Recreation Center

June 9
Protecting Yourself From 
Hackers & Internet Thieves 
Collinsville Area Recreation 
District Administrative/Activity 
Center

June 21 
Summer Golf Tour Event #2
Fox Bend Golf Course
Oswegoland Park District

July 12
Summer Golf Tour Event #3
Raid Tail Run Golf Club
Decatur Park District

July 22
Legislative Golf Outing
White Pines Golf Club
Bensenville

August 9
Summer Golf Tour Event #4
Settlers Hill Golf Course
Batavia



eEYE ON THE PROFESSION

Mike Selep, CPRP
IPRA Interim CEO

A C L O S E R L O O K A T T R E N D S A N D I S S U E S I N T H E P A R K A N D R E C R E A T I O N P R O F E S S I O N
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Pass on Your Passion to the 
Next Generation of Park and 

Recreation Professionals

It is critical for 
professionals to reach out 
to those that demonstrate 
the desire and ability to 
contribute to the field of 
parks and recreation.

The future of the profession depends on continued diligence to the 
recruitment and development of quality staff. We all play a role.

association and the importance of becoming involved as a 

student to begin building a professional network.  

     What is most striking about the Allen Symposium, like other 

annual professional development conferences that are conducted 

at Western and Eastern Illinois Universities, is the involvement of 

the alumni who attend, speak and interact with the students. I 

was extremely excited that one of my mentors and former co-

workers, Rick Hanetho, director of the Northbrook Park District, 

was honored as the Alumni of the Year. Rick has served as a 

great example by always taking time to mentor and cultivate staff. 

There are many professionals in the field that have worked with 

him, some learning about the career when they worked under his 

direction as seasonal staff in high school or college.

     It is critical for professionals to reach out to those that 

demonstrate the desire and ability to contribute to the field of 

parks and recreation. The IPRA College and University Relations 

Committee will release an interactive video CD in the coming 

months that will be available to agencies and educational 

institutions to help high school and college students explore the 

variety of career opportunities in the field of parks and recreation. 

A New IPRA Video Will Help You Recruit New, 

Good Talent for our Field

     I have a confession to make. I did something that I feel bad 

for not regretting. A few Sundays back, my seven-year-old son 

Josh wasn’t very excited to be in church. It was the perfect spring 

day. Since I was eager to get outside, too, I decided to take my 

son to the park rather than sit through the service. I told my wife 

that we would be back in 20 minutes.

     We walked over to the park and explored all the plants, rocks 

and birds near the pond. I pushed Josh on his swing for a while, 

and then decided that I wanted to swing, too. I nearly forgot how 

much I enjoy swinging. We both had a great time. We soared 

higher and higher on our swings and discussed everything from 

school to our favorite super heroes. I took a look at my watch. 

Time sure flew when we were having fun: Sixty minutes had 

passed.

     When we returned to church, I was a little nervous about my 

wife’s reaction to us being gone so long. I’m fortunate to have a 

wife that majored in parks and recreation. She could tell that we 

both had benefited from the time at the park, so there was no 

mention of us being late. 

     This brief bit of time recreating and seeing the impact of 

recreation on my son rejuvenated the passion that I have for 

recreation. In addition, I was glad that I was able to spend time 

with Josh, as I would be out of town visiting with students and 

educators at Southern Illinois University during the upcoming 

week.

     The ability to participate in the Allen Symposium at Southern 

Illinois University was well worth the six-hour drive from Chicago 

to Carbondale. This annual professional development opportunity 

for students, faculty and alumni is a highlight of the year for me. 

Tim Carter, the current chair of the IPRA Student Section and 

Illinois State University student, and I were able to co-present a 

session regarding the benefits of involvement in a professional 

Encouraging New and Soon-to-Be Professionals to 

Experience the Benefits of Their Association  
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Videos of professionals with different positions in the field, as well as 

information about educational and career options available, are shared 

on this interactive CD. The information and videos will also be placed 

on the IPRA Web site to provide increased viewing opportunities and 

accessibility. This project was made possible with funds contributed by 

the sections of IPRA membership.

     When the video CD becomes available, please share it with your 

seasonal and part-time staff to encourage those with a passion to 

consider a career in parks and recreation. The future of the profession 

depends on continued diligence in the recruitment and development of 

quality staff. We all play a role. If the profession is to continue 

advancing, every professional needs to become actively involved in the 

cultivation of staff that they supervise and encourage individuals that 

have a strong potential for success in the field to consider a career in 

parks and recreation.  

     Let’s take advantage of spring, this time of annual renewal, to 

become enthusiastically involved in some form of recreation in order to 

maintain or rejuvenate the passion that we feel for the profession. 

Summer is very nearly upon us, and its extremely challenging to go 

into the summer without charging up and getting a full supply of 

passion. We need this passion to share with patrons, family members 

and potential future professionals. You may not have to skip a church 

service like I did. But if you do, I promise not to tell. 

Regroup, Recharge and the Share the Passion for Parks 

and Recreation



sSTATEHOUSE INSIDER

Peter M. Murphy
IAPD President and CEO
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Park Bills Move Through the 
Legislative Process as the Legislature 

Eyes Adjournment

Follow the Action on the Web 
     There are a number of bills that your agency should be 
aware of, only a few of the more important ones can appear in 
this column.
     Please check our Web site at www.ilparks.org and click on 
the Public Policy Section. You may then choose to view the 
“2010 Priority Bills – House” or the “2010 Priority Bills - 
Senate.” If you would like to review the complete list of new 
2010 bill introductions and the last action taken on them 
click on the following link: 
http://www.ilga.gov/mylegislation/default.asp and then enter 
the following information. 

     Email: IAPD@ILParks.org 
     Password: IAPD
     Once you have logged into the database, choose “View.” 

Approval and Disclosure of Meeting Minutes

Automatic External Defibrillators

Playground Safety

Regulations on Rainwater Harvesting

     At presstime, House Bill 5483 was awaiting concurrence in the 
House and provides that a public body shall approve the minutes of its 
open meeting within 30 days after that meeting or at the public body’s 
second subsequent regular meeting, whichever is later. The minutes of 
meetings open to the public shall be available for public inspection 
within 10 days after the approval of the minutes by the public body. It 
also provides that any person shall be permitted an opportunity to 
address public officials at meetings subject to this act under the rules 
established and recorded by the public body.

     House Bill 5838 passed both houses in late April. This bill provides 
that it is no longer required for the person responsible for supervising an 
activity at an outdoor physical fitness facility to ensure that an AED is 
available at the outdoor facility during the time that the event or activity 
at the facility is being conducted.

     House Bill 6034 requires the Department of Public Health to provide 
on its Web site technical assistance materials on playground safety based 
on guidelines or standards such as the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission’s guidelines, the U.S. Access Board final guidelines, or the 
standards of the American Society for Testing and Materials by June 30, 
2011. 

     At presstime, Senate Bill 2549 was in the House Rules
Committee. The bill defines “plumbing” to include rainwater harvesting 
distribution systems, but does not include any rainwater harvesting 

     At this writing, the Illinois General Assembly is winding up its 
substantive business in both the Illinois House and Senate with budget 
issues remaining to be solved.
     The following bills are ones that you should be aware of and we will 
keep you up to date on all final action through electronic IAPD legislative 
updates. 

     I am extremely pleased to report to you that Senate Bill 3139, which 
provides for an increase in the Consumer Price Index for the debt service 
extension base of Illinois park districts, has passed the Illinois General 
Assembly. It did so on the afternoon of our Legislative Conference on 
April 28.

     At presstime, House Bill 1826 was on third reading in the Senate. 
Under the measure, after school demonstration programs will be used to 
establish standards and policies to design and fund a statewide system of 
quality after school programs accessible to all youth. Positive youth 
development activities are to be provided to youth between the ages of 6 
and 19 during the hours before or after school, during summer recess 
from school, or during the weekends. 
     The Department of Human Services, in coordination with a newly 
created Illinois Youth Development Council, would establish and 
administer a three-year, statewide, quality Aftershool Demonstration 
Program with an evaluation and outcome-based expansion model.  Park 
districts would be eligible to apply for funding under this program.
     Another bill concerning after school programs is Senate Bill 3543, 
which passed both houses in late April.  The measure creates the 
Afterschool Youth Development Project Act and the Illinois Youth 
Development Council. The council will provide oversight and 
coordination to the state’s public funds currently invested to support 
positive youth development programs and activities and will set system-
wide policies and priorities.

     House Bill 4945 allows a governing body to invest proceeds of bonds 
or money on deposit in any debt service or in a reserve fund in 
obligations whose interest is tax-exempt. The governing bodies can also 
join with the treasurers of other governmental units to jointly invest the 
funds of which the treasurer has custody. The bill passed both houses in 
late April.

     House Bill 5154 passed both houses in late April. It provides that 
disclosure of performance evaluations under the Freedom of Information 
Act shall be prohibited.

Debt Service Extension Base

After School Programs

Investment of Bond Proceeds

Performance Evaluations and FOIA
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CPI Rate for 2010 Extensions is 2.7%
     The IAPD has received many inquiries regarding what Consumer 
Price Index (CPI) “cost of living” or inflation percentage to use in 
computing the 2010 extensions (taxes payable in 2011) under 
PTELL.
     Section 18-185 of the Property Tax Code defines CPI as “the 
Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers for all items 
published by the United States Department of Labor.” This index is 
sometimes referred to as CPI-U.  Section 18-185 defines “extension 
limitation” as “the lesser of 5% or the percentage increase in the 
Consumer Price index during the 12-month calendar year 
preceding the levy year”(emphasis added).
     For 2010 extensions (taxes payable in 2011), the CPI to be 
used for computing the extension limitation is 2.7%. The CPI is 
measured from December 2008 to December 2009. The U.S. City 
Average CPI for December 2008 was 210.228 and 215.949 for 
December 2009. The CPI change is calculated by subtracting the 
2008 CPI of 210.228 from the 2009 CPI of 215.949. That 
amount, 5.661, is then divided by the 2008 CPI of 210.228, 
which results in 2.69%, which is rounded up to a 2.7% CPI.
     Information on PTELL may be accessed through the Illinois 
Department of Revenue’s Web site at www.tax.illinois.gov under the 
category of “Local Government,” then look for the “Property Tax 
Extension Limitation Law (PTELL)” option.

A Resolution Concerning Unfunded Local Government 
Mandates
     Senate Joint Resolution Constitutional Amendment 94 was in the 
Senate Executive Committee at presstime. It provides that if the General 
Assembly or any state executive action requires a unit of local 
government to establish, expand or modify its activities in such a way as 
to necessitate additional expenditures of revenue by the unit of local 
government, then the state must provide funds to reimburse the unit of 
local government for the costs necessary to carry out the mandated 
requirement. A mandated requirement that is not funded is not 
enforceable.

distribution system or rainwater harvesting collection system unless 
otherwise required by the Illinois Plumbing Code. The bill requires the 
Illinois Department of Public Health to adopt and publish a minimum 
code of standards for rainwater harvesting collection systems and 
rainwater harvesting distribution systems by March 1, 2011. 

     House Bill 4639 amends the Conservation District Act and the 
Downstate Forest Preserve District Act to provide that bonds issued by a 
conservation district or a forest preserve district, other than “Build 
America Bonds,” shall mature not later than 25 (instead of 20) years 
after the date of issue. The measure passed both houses in late April. 

     Senate Bill 3265 passed out of the Illinois General Assembly on April 
28. This bill creates the Summit Park District Tax Levy Validation (2010) 
Act. It validates levy ordinances and tax extensions to the extent they do 
not exceed the maximum amount authorized under the Property Tax 
Extension Limitation Law if the district had taken into account the tax 
increment value from the expiration of the West Summit TIF.  

     At presstime, Senate Bill 3566, cited as Abusive Work Environment 
Act, was in the House Rules Committee. The stated purposes of this act 
are: (1) to provide legal relief for employees who have been harmed, 
psychologically, physically, or economically, by being deliberately 
subjected to abusive work environments; and (2) to provide legal 
incentive for employers to prevent and respond to abusive mistreatment 
of employees at work. 
     The measure sets out a definition of abusive conduct. It allows that a 
single act normally will not constitute abusive conduct, but an especially 
severe and egregious act may meet this standard.
     Under the measure, if an employee were subjected to an abusive 
environment, an employer would be vicariously liable for an unlawful 
employment practice and an employee may be individually liable for an 
unlawful employment practice. The court may enjoin the defendant from 
engaging in the unlawful employment practice and may order any other 
relief including, but not limited to, reinstatement, removal of the 
offending party from the complainant’s work environment, back pay, front 
pay, medical expenses, compensation for emotional distress, punitive 
damages and attorney’s fees.
     Where an employer is found to have committed an unlawful 
employment practice under this act that did not culminate in an adverse 
employment action, its liability for damages for emotional distress shall 
not exceed $25,000, and it shall not be subject to punitive damages. 
This act must be commenced no later than one year after the last act 
that constitutes the alleged unlawful employment practice.

     Senate Bill 3588 passed both houses in late April. This bill amends 
the Personnel Record Review Act by stating that an employer who 
receives a request for records of a disciplinary report, letter of reprimand 
or other disciplinary action in relation to an employee under the Freedom 
of Information Act may provide notification to the employee in written 
form as described or through electronic mail, if available. 

     Senate Bill 3696 provides that to take advantage of the increased 
limiting rate for levy year 2009 approved by a majority of voters at the 
general primary election held on February 2, 2010, the Board of Park 
Commissioners of the Park District of Forest Park may adopt an 
additional or supplemental budget by a vote of a majority of the full 
membership of the board to defray expenses and liabilities of the park 
district to be incurred for corporate purposes of the district during that 
fiscal year. The bill passed the Illinois General Assembly on April 23 and 
was sent to the governor on April 28.

Longer Maturity Dates for Forest Preserve Bonds

Summit Park District Tax Levy Validation

Abusive Work Environments

Personnel Record Reviews via E-mail

Park District of Forest Park Supplemental Budget
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Governor Pat Quinn and GOP gubernatorial nominee Senator Bill Brady shared their visions of the future of parks and recreation in Illinois.

     Governor Pat Quinn and the Republican nominee for governor, Senator Bill Brady, shared their visions for the future of 
park and recreation services in Illinois with the more than 350 delegates that attended IAPD’s Legislative Conference in 
Springfield on April 28. 
     “Parks are a priority,” said Governor Quinn. He pointed to the passage of the Park and Recreational Facility Construction 
Act, which will make grants available to park agencies. “We want you to come up with big dreams and big plans” to take 
advantage of the grant resources, which will come from the Illinois Department of Natural Resources, said the governor.
     GOP gubernatorial candidate State Senator Bill Brady focused his remarks on Illinois’ financial state. He pointed out that 
“a strong and vibrant economy” will lead to more real estate transfer fees, which is the source of funding for the Open Space 
Lands Acquisition and Development Program. He promised that if he were governor he would not sweep revenues from their 
dedicated funds. He pointed out that he opposed governor Blagojevich’s attempts to do so and he opposed Governor 
Blagojevich’s closure of several state parks.
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LEFT: Former Vernon Hills Park 
District Commissioner and first-term 
State Representative Carol shared 
her experiences as one who lobbied 
and one who is lobbied.

RIGHT: Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources Director Marc 
Miller kicked off the legislative 
conference with an address 
concerning the challenges and 
opportunities the department faces.

A panel of State Representatives Elaine Nekritz, Art Turner and Bob Biggins offered advice on how best to 
catch the ears of legislators.

Joint Legislative Committee Co-chairs Wally Fraiser and Sandy Gbur stressed the process of building ongoing 
and long lasting relationships with legislators.

     Quinn and Brady were among the 
many public officials and legislators 
who took time to address the 
association membership. Former Vernon 
Hills Park District Commissioner and 
first-year legislator Carol A. Sente shared 
her stories of what it is like to be a 
voting member of the legislature that 
she formerly lobbied. Following up on 
Representative Sente’s remarks were 
State Representatives Elaine Nekritz, 
Arthur L. Turner and Bob Biggins, who 
spoke on “How to Get the Attention of 
Your Legislator.” Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources Director Marc Miller 
kicked off the conference with a 
presentation of pressing issues 
confronting IDNR. 
     Rounding out the plenary session 
was a presentation on making a 
difference through lobbying by IAPD 
President and CEO Peter Murphy with 
IAPD/IPRA Joint Legislative Committee 
co-chairs Wally Frasier, a commissioner 
with the Mundelein Park and Recreation 
District, and Sandy Gbur from the West 
Suburban Special Recreation 
Association.
     Break-out session topics included 
information on the revised Freedom of 
Information Act, new grant opportunities 
available through the Park and 
Recreation Facility Construction Act of 
2009 and fine tuning advocacy skills.
     Delegates then spent the afternoon 
meeting with their legislators. Many 
picked up on conversations begun the 
evening before at the IAPD Legislative 
Reception, held at Springfield’s Illini 
Country Club. That event offered park 
and recreation professionals and board 
members a chance to visit with state 
legislators in a relaxed setting.
     The Legislative Reception event 
sponsor was Let’s Go Play, Inc. Call One 
sponsored the beverages, and 
IAPDLAF+ sponsored the hors 
d’oeuvres.  
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IAPD Chairman and Schaumburg Park Board President George 
Longmeyer congratulates fellow IAPD Board Member and East St. 
Louis Park Board Member Carolyn Edley. The IAPD recognized the 
East St. Louis Park district for being the subject of an award-winning 
magazine story written by Dr. Bruce Wicks and a team of University 
of Illinois Students entitled “A Partnership for Park Revitalization: The 
University of Illinois and East St. Louis.” The article appeared in the 
July/August 2009 issue of Illinois Parks & Recreation.

Jeff Janda of the Berwyn Park District, Sandy Gbur of WSSRA, Representative Karen 
Yarbrough, and from the Park District of Forest Park Larry Piekarz, Sam Alonzo,  Erin 
Parchert, Eric Entler and Cathleen McDermott.

Lan Oak Park District Commissioner Dennis Flanagin 
and Representative  Anthony DeLuca.

Doug Nickels of the Lake Bluff Park District, Representative Carol Sente, Senator Terry Link with 
Kurt Gronau and Ron Salski of the Lake Bluff Park District.

See More Photos of the Legislative Conference and Reception at the IAPD 
Web Site. Go to www.ILparks.org. On the left side of the home page, scroll 
over the “Resources” option and choose the top item of the fly out menu 

titled “Photo Gallery.”



Carole Pankau (center in blue) with a delegation from the Elmhurst Park District, including Brian 
McDermott, Norman Reinertsen, Colette Kubiesa, Jim Rogers, Rich Grodsky and Megan McNamara.

A Capitol visitor stops by the Wheeling Park District Display in 
the State Capitol Rotunda. As part of Parks Day at the Capitol, 
                                   agencies from across the state set up 
                                         displays to remind legislators of the 
                                          public services park, recreation, 
                                           conservation and special 
                                           recreation agencies give to their 
                                           communities. Parks Day at the 
                                           Capitol took place on April 27.

Representative Mike Fortner and Mike Clark, Batavia 
Park District executive director.

IAPD Executive Director and CEO Peter Murphy addresses the 
legislative conference.

This break-out session of the 
Legislative Conference featured 
round table discussions about 

effective advocacy skills.
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by Emy Brawley

LAND ACQUISITION 
STRATEGIES FOR 
PARK AGENCIES

     No one knows for certain what the real estate market will look like in six months. However, one certainty is that today is a 
buyer’s market. For example, the Illinois Association of Realtors reports that while the volume of home sales may have picked up 
recently, prices remain stubborn. Developers are liquidating inventory; some homeowners are looking to get out of mortgages they 
cannot afford; and there are foreclosure sales by banks. There are also fewer buyers competing, and financing for developers has 
dried up. These trends were well documented in issues of magazines published in the summer 2009 by the Land Trust Alliance and 
Trust for Public Land, among others.
     For park agencies looking to meet future (or even current) needs through expanded park sites, this should be a good thing. 
However, the down economy can inhibit action, despite the unprecedented opportunities for land buyers. Park agencies – 
understandably – want to be conservative about making future financial commitments. They are also sensitive to the impact taxes 
have on residents already feeling hit by the economy. While recognizing that caution can be a virtue, I’d like to suggest that this is 
an ideal time for park agencies to consider how they can use the current market to their advantage. In particular, if a parcel of land 
identified in planning documents as a future park site is currently for sale, park agencies should think creatively about how to 
secure that land for purchase. The market will rebound; the opportunity may not. 
     This article offers an overview of some of the mechanisms and tools that park agencies can use to secure new park lands, with 
the goal of encouraging an innovative outlook on how to implement land acquisition plans. Individual agencies should consult their 
professional advisors concerning applicability, limitations and requirements.
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Creative Negotiation Strategies
     Park agencies might explore whether there is the potential for a 
partial donation of the property (also known as a bargain sale). 
Donations of land to agencies may qualify as tax deductible 
contributions, thereby providing the landowners with certain tax 
benefits. For corporate landowners, a partial donation of land for a 
park may generate publicity that has a perceived value, offsetting the 
lower sales price for the property. Any adjacent land retained by a 
seller may have an enhanced value as a result of the future park use 
next door.
     A partial donation may not be an option for a distressed landowner. 
However, if the ‘distressed landowner’ does not prefer to sell its 
property, but needs financial assistance to keep it, then seller financed 
strategies may provide some common ground. Here, a purchase 
subject to a life estate; the purchase of an option or right of first 
refusal; or a type of lease-purchase, installment sale, or rolling option 
contract should be considered. These alternatives would provide a 
current cash infusion to the landowner, while assuring the park agency 
will ultimately acquire the property. Some sellers may find a few years 
of steady monthly payments more desirable than a lump sum cash 
payment in certain situations. If the future acquisition price is 
negotiated and locked in based on today’s market, there may be added 
savings to the agency down the road.
     Another way to structure a transaction to offset the acquisition cost 
is to consider carving off a portion of the land for a post-closing sale. Is 
the potential park on a corner of a busy intersection, and could a small 
corner site be sold for commercial development? Since per-acre prices 
tend to rise as the size of a parcel goes down, a park agency might 
recoup more than its pro-rata cost by selling a smaller parcel. Perhaps 
the future adjacent park use will enhance the post-development use, 
creating additional value to the parcel to be sold. Park districts have 
the authority to sell part of an acquired parcel under certain 
circumstances – check with your legal advisors. Under the Park 
Commissioners Land Sale Act, park districts can sell parcels of less 
than three acres that are determined to be no longer needed or useful 

Buying in a Buyer’s Market
     To take advantage of the current real estate market, a park agency 
may need to act quickly. For time-sensitive transactions, interim 
mechanisms such as a bridge loan or the use of an interim landholder 
are options for many park agencies. These mechanisms will allow a 
park district to secure an available parcel now, without having to pay 
the entire purchase price up front. Although in some cases there may 
be transaction costs associated with types of interim financing, these 
costs may be lower than the alternative of waiting to purchase the 
property in an up market, or losing the opportunity altogether. Taking 
out a commercial mortgage is not an option for an Illinois park district. 
However, there are other mechanisms to fund an acquisition without 
having cash on hand.
     Some non-profit conservation groups maintain revolving loan 
funds, such as Openlands (in northeastern Illinois and the surrounding 
region) or The Conservation Fund (nationally), which can be used to 
fund bridge loans. Openlands, for example, will serve as an “interim 
landholder” by purchasing a property and holding it until permanent 
financing can be secured – sometimes for a term of years – with park 
agencies often managing the sites in the meantime. Working with an 
interim landholder has an added advantage when applying for certain 
state grants, since grant rules disallow grant funds to be used to 
reimburse an agency for costs incurred before the grant award. 
     Park agencies can also use creativity in structuring a real estate 
transaction to act now and pay later. There are ways to secure a 
property for future purchase with modest up-front payments to the 
seller. With fewer buyers in the marketplace, landowners may see 
variations on these “seller financed” transactions as attractive. The 
term “seller financing,” as used here, includes not just the traditional 
model, where a seller assumes the role of the bank, but more broadly 
includes any arrangement under which the seller makes concessions 
in terms of timing in exchange for the certainty of the sale. Seller-
financed transactions allow for great flexibility in meeting the seller’s 
and buyer’s particular needs. The first step is to understand a seller’s 
motivations and constraints, which will provide a framework for 
structuring a proposal.
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     Have you ever biked, hiked or run 
along a public path and wondered 
what it would be like to live in one of 
the houses or condos you can see 
from the path? The developer of a 
32-unit condo and townhouse 
development, just steps from a 
public park along the Chicago River, 
was betting on the desirability of the 
units, based partly on their proximity 
to recreational amenities. But when 
a loan came due and only 25 
percent of the units were pre-sold, 
the developer was willing to talk to 
Openlands about selling the land for 
an addition to the City of Chicago’s 
Ronan Park. “The playing field has 
really been leveled in this economy,” 
explains Robert Megquier, 
Openlands’ Land Preservation 
director. “Land that was not for sale 
during a boom real estate market is 
now available.”
     Openlands purchased the parcel 
and held it for just less than a year 
while the City of Chicago assembled 
funding and processed the necessary 
approvals to acquire it from 
Openlands. Openlands turned the 
property over to the City of Chicago 
in July 2009, creating additional 
open space in a neighborhood 
considerably underserved by parks.
     The Northbrook Park District 
recently capitalized on the 
opportunity created by a motivated 
seller, when it asked Openlands to 
help it acquire land for a new 
neighborhood park. The park 
district’s comprehensive planning 
documents established the area as 
non-served and needing a park in 
that location.  Openlands purchased 
a three-quarter acre lot, including a 
single-family residence, while the 
Northbrook Park District sought grant 
funding from the Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources, conducted 
public outreach and site design work, 
obtained village re-zoning on the 
property and solicited bids for 
demolition of the house.  Fourteen 
months later, with an award of 
$339,500 in OSLAD grant funds in 
hand, the Northbrook Park District 
was able to buy the property from 
Openlands and began the 
development of a multi-use park.

Creative Acquisitioning
 in Action

after petitioning the circuit court where the parcel is located. Openlands can also assist park 
agencies with this work, by purchasing a larger parcel, processing a subdivision, and then 
selling the smaller lot to a private party before conveying the remaining land to the agency.
     The flip side of this scenario is for a park agency to purchase a smaller portion of the entire 
available parcel. Some local land use codes provide exceptions to the subdivision rules where 
the subdivision is for certain public purposes. Also, land trades or other local governmental 
partnerships should not be overlooked.

Project Permanence
     Of course, any interim financing mechanism is just that – interim – and a long-term 
mechanism for funding the acquisition must follow. Obtaining grant funds is a common way to 
help pay for park agency land acquisitions. The Illinois Department of Natural Resources’ 
OSLAD (Open Space Land Acquisition and Development) grant program reimburses successful 
park agency applicants for up to fifty percent of an acquisition cost, with a maximum grant of 
$750,000 in most cases. Any particular piece of property may have attributes, in addition to 
the intended park purposes, that qualify an acquisition for other grants. A bit of time searching 
online may yield a potential funding source that was previously unknown. Is there a trails 
component involved in your land acquisition and development? The Illinois Trails Grant Program 
funds up to eighty percent of certain recreation trail projects, including acquisitions. Some 
conservation groups have looked to state Clean Water Revolving Loan Funds to fund land 
acquisitions that provide water quality benefits such as stormwater infiltration, and to state 
wildlife grants for acquisitions that provide wildlife habitat benefits.  Private foundations, such as 
the Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation (which funds acquisitions of land with high 
natural resource values) and private donations – whether from individuals or user groups – 
should also be considered as potential sources.
     Even where grants are obtained to help with the purchase, an agency match is typically 
required. Issuing bonds secured by future tax revenues is often used to generate matching land 
acquisition funds. Under Illinois statutory law, general obligation bonds do not require a public 
referendum in cases where the new debt, together with existing indebtedness, will not exceed 
2.875 percent of the value of the taxable property in the district. This amount may even be 
exceeded in certain cases, but it is also subject to certain caps. Park districts can also levy 
special assessments to acquire and maintain real estate. Your legal and financial advisors can 
provide advice specific to your situation and inform you whether you have the necessary 
capacity to act without voter approval. 
     Where voter approval is required, some park agencies will hesitate to ask. Illinois park 
agencies may be surprised to learn that voters will support public funding of parks and open 
space, even in a down economy. In November – when real estate prices were in free-fall – 
voters nationwide approved sixty-three out of eighty-nine conservation finance measures on 
state and local ballots. Although 2008 and 2009 referenda results in Illinois were mixed, 
IAPD’s analysis suggests that ballot questions to fund the acquisition of a specific parcel are 
received more favorably, as are requests to borrow funds rather than increase the tax burden. 
(See the articles on referenda results that appear in the March/April issues of this magazine.)   
There is even some evidence that voters appreciate the great acquisition opportunities currently 
available:  Voters in early February approved a tax increase allowing the Park District of Forest 
Park to fund the purchase of a 2.5-acre site that had fallen into foreclosure. The Trust for Public 
Land (TPL) tracks referenda results nationwide at www.landvote.org and also offers technical 
assistance to help public entities design successful ballot measures and manage winning 
campaigns. Contact the TPL Conservation Finance group for more information.

 Where is Your Opportunity? 
     While this article cannot provide parcel-specific solutions for park agencies, perhaps it has 
stimulated some creative and optimistic thinking about how to approach obtaining new 
parkland. Given the current wealth of land acquisition opportunities, balanced against the long-
term trends of both increasing property values and increasing populations, I hope park agencies 
will look beyond current revenue shortfalls and take creative action to implement longer-range 
land acquisition plans.

Emy Brawley is a land preservation specialist at Openlands. Founded in 1963, Openlands is a 
non-profit organization dedicated to protecting the natural and open spaces of northeastern 
Illinois and the surrounding region to ensure cleaner air and water, protect natural habitats and 
wildlife, and help balance and enrich our lives. Openlands Land Preservation provides technical 
assistance and serves as an interim landowner to help local governments acquire parks and 
open space. Find Openlands on the Web at www.Openlands.org.
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by Barry Garst, Linda Ebner Erceg, Susan Baird and Sandra Thompson

TO A HEALTHY CAMP

steps9 
     Since the outbreak of H1N1 during the summer of 2009, camps have been 
diligently updating their health and safety practices for the management of 
communicable diseases. By using information from the Centers for Disease 
Control, the American Camp Association® and the Association of Camp Nurses, 
camps are improving their health practices by incorporating new knowledge into 
their day-to-day operations.     
     Developing sound practices for health and safety conditions requires careful 
monitoring of the factors that cause significant injury and illness events in 
camps. New information about promising practices of healthy camps is available 
now from the Healthy Camp Study, and camps can take advantage of what the 
camp community has learned to implement proactive health care strategies.  
     Here are nine steps you can incorporate into your camp operations to 
improve the well-being of campers and staff involved in your program.
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     Research on injury rates from camps and youth sports shows that 
children are less likely to be injured in day and resident camps than in 
organized sports in which youth are involved. Camp professionals should 
promote the safety of the camp experience to parents, caregivers and the 
public.

     Children are more likely to become ill at camp – or to spread a 
communicable disease to others – than they are to become injured.  One of 
the most important things parents can do to improve a child’s summer 
camp experience is to keep a child home when he or she is sick. Camp 
professionals should educate parents and caregivers about their roles in 
injury and illness prevention at camp.  A parent flyer titled, “A Healthy 
Camp Starts at Home,” is available through the American Camp Association 
with key messages for parents. Visit www.acacamps.org/research/
enhance/reduce_injury_illness_resources.php for more information. 

     Health screening can substantially reduce the spread of illness in 
camps. Conduct screening procedures to minimize the potential that ill 
campers will impact the camp community.  Don’t forget that screening 
starts at home when parents decide if their children are well enough to 
attend camp.  Parents should be aware of a program’s criteria for inclusion 
based on a child’s health. 

Step #1 Stress Safety

Step #2 Encourage Campers to Take Sick Days as Needed 

Step #3 Perform Health Screenings
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     The American Camp Association®, in cooperation with 

Nationwide Children’s Hospital and The Ohio State University 

and the Association of Camp Nurses, has completed four 

years of the five-year Healthy Camp Study, a national injury 

and illness monitoring program in U.S. camps. More than 

180 day and resident camps have participated in the study to 

date, submitting weekly on-line reports of significant injury 

and illness events experienced by campers and staff.  The 

consistency of the results over the past four years of the study 

has provided insights into organizational practices for the 

health and safety of campers and staff. 

     The Healthy Camp Study, funded by the Markel Insurance 

Company, an ACA Mission Partner, is the only national study 

of camper and staff injuries and illnesses. The study began in 

2006 and will end after the summer of 2010. The goals of 

the study are to improve the overall camper experience, 

improve staff effectiveness and, eventually, to lower camp 

healthcare costs. 

     Using an on-line reporting tool (CAMP RIO™), “reporters” 

identified at each participating camp (e.g., director, camp 

physicians, nurses, EMTs or other healthcare staff) entered 

injury and illness data for campers and staff for each week of 

summer camp.  Not every injury and illness was entered into 

CAMP RIO, only those that matched specific criteria. For day 

camps, injuries and illnesses that took campers and staff out 

of the camp experience for more than one hour were 

included. For resident camps, an injury or illness had to take 

campers and staff out of the camp experience for more than 

four hours to be included in the study. 

     At the end of each summer of the Healthy Camp Study, 

each participating camp receives an injury and illness report 

specific for that camp, which it can use for health and risk 

management planning.  Information about enrolling in the 

Healthy Camp Study can be found at the end of this article.

Monitoring Camp Injuries and Illnesses 

     When outbreaks such as H1N1, Norovirus or lice occur, 
camps can access a range of reliable resources to manage these 
situations effectively. Available resources include existing 
emergency plans, ACA’s crisis response toolkit, and ACA/CDC 
H1N1 response recommendations. Your camp’s plan should be 
evaluated and updated regularly.

     Don’t forget the basics.  Remember, the camp experience 
comes with some unique inherent risks, which may be different 
than those children experience in a typical day at home, such as 
slips and falls on uneven surfaces or unfamiliar terrain.  Directors 
and staff have critical roles to play in preparing children for a 
healthy and safe camp experience.  For example, make closed-
toed shoes and protective equipment mandatory for all applicable 
activities. No exceptions!  Camp Professionals should also 
continue to evaluate slip, trip or fall hazards.

Step #4 Plan for Outbreaks

Step #5 Prepare Campers for Risks
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     Access and incorporate ACA injury and illness prevention 
information and resources. Start at the ACA Web site, 
www.acacamps.org/einstitute/healthycamp. 

     Camps across the country are benefiting from the information 
they’re learning about injuries and illnesses at their camp. With only 
one more year left in the Healthy Camp Study, if your camp isn’t 
already involved, the time to join the study is now. You will get camp-
specific information to enhance your camp’s risk assessment, 
management and safety programs.  Participation is free and 
confidential, and no special affiliation is required. Your camp does not 
have to be ACA accredited to participate. Visit 
www.acacamps.org/research/enhance/reduce_injury_illness.php for 
more information. 

 is the director of program development and
research application at the American Camp Association.

 is the associate director for health 
and risk management at Concordia Language Villages in Minnesota 
and a member of the Association of Camp Nurses.

 is a retired camp nurse and a member of the 
Association of Camp Nurses.

 is recreation supervisor for the Crystal Lake 
Park District.

Joining the Healthy Camp Study

Barry A. Garst, PhD

Linda Ebner Erceg, RN, MS, PHN

Susan Baird, RN, MPH

Sandra Thompson, CPRP

     Campers and staff are sustaining injuries associated with knives 
and other sharp objects. Train both paid and volunteer staff (and 
campers, if applicable) to handle and store knives appropriately.  
Require staff to attend knife safety training and demonstrate mastery of 
the safe use of a knife.  

     A high percentage of adverse events are occurring in day camps 
during less structured time (for example, free time) when supervision 
may vary. Camp professionals should clearly define for staff the 
behaviors that reflect appropriate supervision during less structured 
time.

     Data from the Healthy Camp Study continues to point to fatigue as 
a contributing factor to injury and illness. Develop staff policies that 
reinforce how important it is that staff members take proper care of 
themselves, including sufficient amounts of rest.   

     The ACA provides a wide range of educational resources to help 
camp professionals and parents make good health-related decisions 
for children, including injury and illness prevention on-line courses, 
which have been shown to be effective in reducing injuries in targeted 
areas.  Camps participating in the Healthy Camp Study in the summer 
of 2010 will receive a free CD copy of ACA’s injury and illness 
prevention e-courses. 

Step #6 Use Knives Safely and Properly, if at All

 Step #7 Supervise Campers, Even During “Down Time”

Step #8 Stay Well Rested

Step #9 Do Your Homework



Frankfort Park District 
Executive Director Retires

     After 40 years in the parks and recreation field, 
Frankfort Park District Executive Director Jeff 
Boubelik, retired on April 30. Boubelik served as 
the director in Frankfort for the past 11 years. His 
many years of service in parks and recreation 
include serving as the director of the Hazel Crest 
Park District for nine years, as director of the Dolton 
Park District for 11 years and as director of the Lan-
Oak Park District for nine years.   
     “Parks and recreation has been a wonderful 
career choice for me. It has been an honor and 
privilege to serve the people of the communities I 
have worked in,” said Boubelik.
     Throughout his career, Boubelik has served on 
numerous boards, advisory commissions and local 
organizations. He has been a member of Illinois 
Park and Recreation Association (IPRA) since 1971 
and served as a member of its board from 1995 to 
1997. Additionally, he was a founding member and 
two-time president of the South Suburban Park and 
Recreation Professional Association (SSPRPA). He 
has been a member of National Recreation and Park 
Association since 1977. He has received the 2000 
IPRA President’s Award, the 2005 SSPRPA 
Professional of the Year Award, and in 2010 he was 
named the Illinois Association of Park Districts 
Honored Professional.  
     Although Boubelik plans to remain active in the 
field after retirement, he and his wife Jan hope to 
spend a great deal of time at their home in Colorado 
and with their grandchildren in Indiana. 

                                         Frankfort Park District Hires 
                                         New Executive Director

                                                              The Frankfort Park District has hired 
                                                         Tom Carstens as its new executive 
                                                         director to succeed Jeff Boubelik, who 
                                                         retired on April 30. 
                                                              Before joining the Frankfort Park 
                                                         District, Carstens worked for 14 years at 
                                                         the Bolingbrook Park District and most 
                                                         recently served as that agency’s deputy 
                                                         director/director of recreation, revenue 
                                                         facilities and marketing. While at 
                                                         Bolingbrook, Carstens developed and 
                                                         started the Bolingbrook/Romeoville 
                                                         Character Counts Coalition, expanded 
                                                         programs and facilities to accommodate a 
                                                         rapidly growing community and won the 
                                                         Illinois Park & Recreation Association’s 
Chairman’s Award in 2006. Carstens also played an instrumental role in the 
Bolingbrook Park District winning the National Recreation and Park Association 
Gold Medal in 1999.
     Carstens has a bachelor’s degree from North Central College, where he 
majored in recreation administration and psychology.
     Carstens’s official start date will be May 24. 
     The Frankort Park District Park Board of Commissioners used the IAPD 
Director Search Service in the process of hiring its new executive director.

Oak Brook Park District 
Hires New Executive 
Director

     Dr. Laure Kosey, CPRP, is Oak Brook 
Park District’s new executive director. Dr. 
Kosey, who holds several degrees, 
including a B.A. in financial management 
and marketing, an M.S. in athletic 
administration and a doctorate in 
education with a focus on curriculum 
studies, was previously employed as the 
director of parks and recreation for the 
Village of Riverside. Dr. Kosey has 
extensive experience in grant 
procurement, programming, sponsorship 
fulfillment, fundraising, capitol projects 
and special events. At the Oak Brook Park 
District, she assumes responsibility for the 
Family Recreation Center, the fitness center, an indoor family aquatic center and a 
racquet club, as well as a banquet room. She oversees a full-time staff of 27 and 
a part-time staff of more than 100. 
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                                          Lemont’s Treasurer 
                                          Becomes its New 
                                          Executive Director

                                                               Louise Egofske is the new 
                                                           executive director of the Lemont 
                                                           Park District. She succeeds Brian 
                                                           Sullivan, who accepted a similar 
                                                           position with the Morton Park 
                                                           District. Egofske became the 
                                                           district’s treasurer last year. She is 
                                                           a CPA who had been a senior 
                                                           accounts manager at US Foods 
                                                           prior to joining the Park District. 
                                                                Park District Board Vice 
                                                           President Michael J. Colaizzi 
                                                           points to Egofske’s 20 years of 
                                                           experience as a corporate financial 
executive as a big plus. “Her fresh outlook, as well as her financial 
background should make us fiscally responsible to the community, 
especially after opening a new 70,000-square-foot fitness and aquatic 
center,” said Colaizzi. 

Read More People and Places Online

     Want to know more about the latest milestones, hires, promotions and 
award-winners in the Illinois park and recreation industry? Keep up with 
the latest happenings with the new online supplement to People & Places, 
More People & Places, found at the IAPD’s Web site. Go to the home 
page, www.ILparks.org, and look for the More People & Places button 
near the top, or go to the “Publications” button on the left of the page and 
choose “Illinois Parks and Recreation Magazine” from the fly-out menu. 
     You can be alerted to the latest online People & Places postings by 
following the magazine on Twitter at twiter.com/ILParksMagazine.
     Want to submit news from your agency for inclusion in People & 
Places? E-mail information and jpegs to IAPD@ILparks.org. Jpegs should 
be 300 dpi at about 2 inches tall. 

Bolingbrook 
Park District 
Announces 
New 
Executive 
Director

     The Bolingbrook 
Park District Board 
of Commissioners 
announced Susan 
Hoster-Suggs as its 
new executive 
director in January. 
Hoster-Suggs has 
more than 23 years 
of public administration experience, including 13 years in 
parks and recreation with the Bolingbrook Park District. She 
previously served as the district’s director of finance, 
technology and human resources. Prior to joining the 
Bolingbrook Park District, she served as finance director for 
the Orland Fire Protection District.
     Hoster-Suggs holds a B.A. in political science from Lewis 
University. She currently serves as the finance chair for the 
Park District Risk Management Association (PDRMA). Hoster-
Suggs has received the IPRA Administrative and Finance 
Professional of the Year. She has also served as the chair of 
IPRA’s Technology Committee, authored technology-specific 
articles and served as a presenter at the IAPD/IPRA annual 
conference. She was awarded the Government Finance 
Officers Association (GFOA) Certificate of Achievement for 
Excellence in Financial Reporting for nine years straight.

                       Follow Illinois Parks & Recreation 
                       Magazine on Twitter 
                                     Do you Twitter? If so, why not follow Illinois 
                                Parks & Recreation magazine at 
                                twitter.com/ILParksMagazine? Magazine tweets 
                                are a fun, fast way to get previews of upcoming 
                                stories and events and link to bonus materials 
                                that augment the print edition of the magazine. 
It’s also a convenient opportunity for you to make tips or suggestions for 
future issues. 

Volunteers Needed 
for Park District 
Conservation Day at 
the Illinois State Fair - 
Saturday, August 21 

     The Illinois Association of 
Park Districts is seeking 
volunteers to assist with Park 
District Conservation Day at the 
Illinois State Fair, one of the 
largest outdoor public awareness 
events for park districts, forest 
preserves, conservation, recreation and special recreation agencies.
     Volunteers receive free parking and free admission to the Illinois 
State Fair on Saturday, August 21. If you are interested in 
volunteering, register online or download a registration form at 
www.ILparks.org. Click on “Calendar of Events” on the left, scroll 
down to August and click on “Park District Conservation Day.”
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Bob Bergland 
222 W. Adams
Chicago, IL 60521
312-443-1566 PH
312-443-1082 FX
rbergland@hsemuni.com
www.hsemuni.com

Timothy Stratton 
200 W. Madison St., Suite 3500
Chicago, IL 60606
312-726-7142 PH
312-726-2693 FX
timothy.stratton@icemiller.com
www.icemiller.com

Rob 
1216 Rand Rd.
Des Plaines, IL 60016-3403
847-297-3177 PH
847-296-3155 FX
rob@bestbussales.com
www.bestbussales.com

Laura Allen 
1220 Oak Brook Road
Oak Brook, IL 60523
630-571-0480 PH
630-571-0484 FX
lallen@investimet.com
www.investimet.com

John Moore 
1119 Pershing Ave.
Wheaton, IL 60189
630-336-3346 PH
630-456-4054 FX
johnm@jj-pool.com
www.jj-pool.com

Greg Bizzaro 
6135 River Bend Drive
Lisle, IL 60532
630-730-3777 PH
630-353-0887 FX
greg@jaffefilms.com

Jean Ellen Morris 
49 W 102 US Route 30
Big Rock, IL 60511
630-556-3730 PH
630-556-3730 FX

Paul Wiese 
35 E. Wacker Dr., Suite 2200
Chicago, IL 60601-9999
312-641-6756 PH
312-641-0668 FX
paul.wiese@jjr-us.com
www.jjr-us.com

Mark Allegar 
11145 Thompson Ave
Lenexa, KS 66219
630-258-0384 PH
800-850-2698 FX
allgaiermarkc@johndeere.com
www.johndeere.com

HUTCHINSON, SHOCKEY, 
ERLEY & CO.

ICE MILLER LLP

ILLINOIS BUS SALES

ILLINOIS METROPOLITAN 
INVESTMENT FUND 

J & J POOL 
EQUIPMENT SERVICE

JAFFE FILMS, INC. 

J.E.M. MORRIS 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

JJR, LLC

JOHN DEERE COMPANY

GOODMARK NURSERIES LLC 

GREEN ASSOCIATES, INC.

HALOGEN SUPPLY 
COMPANY, INC.

HENRY BROS. CO. 

HERVAS, CONDON & 
BERSANI, P.C.

HITCHCOCK DESIGN GROUP

HODGES, LOIZZI, 
EISENHAMMER, RODICK & 
KOHN

HOMER INDUSTRIES, LLC

HOWARD L. WHITE & 
ASSOCIATES, INC.

Michael Scheitz 
8920 Howe Rd.
Wonder Lake, IL 60097
815-653-9293 PH
815-728-0977 FX
mike.scheitz@
goodmarknurseries.com
www.goodmarknurseries.com

George Reigle 
111 Deerlake Rd., #135
Deerfield, IL 60015
847-317-0852 PH
847-317-0899 FX
greig@greenassociates.com
www.greenassociates.com

Rich Hellgeth 
4653 W. Lawrence Ave.
Chicago, IL 60630-2532
773-286-6300 PH
773-286-1024 FX
rhellgeth@halogensupply.com
www.halogensupply.com

Marc Deneau
th9821 S. 78  Ave.

Hickory Hills, IL 60457
708-430-5400 PH
708-430-8262 FX
info@henrybros.com
www.henrybros.com

Michael Bersani 
333 Pierce Rd., Suite 195
Itasca, IL 60143-9999
630-773-4774 PH
630-773-4851 FX
mbersani@hcbattorneys.com
www.hcbattorneys.com

Bill Inman 
221 W. Jefferson Ave.
Naperville, IL 60540-5397
630-961-1787 PH
630-961-9925 FX
binman@
hitchcockdesigngroup.com
www.hitchcockdesigngroup.com

Robert Kohn 
3030 W. Salt Creek Ln., Ste. 202
Arlington Heights, IL 60005-5002
847-670-9000 PH
847-670-7334 FX
info@hlerk.com
www.hlerk.com

Todd Hahn 
14000 S. Archer Ave.
Lockport, IL 60441
815-838-0863 PH
815-838-0863 FX
todd@homertree.com
www.homerindustries.com

Loren Thorstenson 
P. O. Box 5197
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089
847-870-7745 PH
847-870-7806 FX
loren@howardlwhite.com
www.howardlwhite.com

Ed Cooney PhD., P.E.
359 Webster Ave.
Elmhurst, IL 60126
630-834-0754 PH
630-834-1528 FX
ed@ecooney.com
www.ecooney.com

Steve Larson 
550 Warrenville Rd. Suite 220
Lisle, IL 60532-4311
630-271-3330 PH
630-271-3369 FX
slarson@ehlers-inc.com
www.ehlers-inc.com

Christopher Cacciatore 
1015 W. Pershing Rd.
Chicago, IL 60609
773-254-7100 PH
773-254-3555 FX
jcosta@elginsweeping.com
www.elginsweeping.com

Christine Klein 
7707 N. Knoxville Ave., Suite 200
Peoria, IL 61614
309-689-9888 PH
309-689-9820 FX
dadams@f-w.com
www.f-w.com

John Dzarnowski 
1211 W. 22nd St.
Oak Brook, IL 60523
630-574-8300 PH
630-574-9292 FX
johnd@fgmarchitects.com
www.fgmarchitects.com

Dave Fitzgerald 
1585 Beverly Court, Suite 104
Aurora, IL 60502
630-513-7147 PH
630-513-6872 FX
dave@fitzgeraldlighting.com
www.fitzgeraldlighting.com

Steve Fantuzzi 
1341 Cobblestone Way
Woodstock, IL 60098
815-338-6566 PH
815-338-6679 FX
stevefantuzzi@sbcglobal.net
www.floorsinc-illinois.com

Matt Miller 
PO Box 28554
St. Louis, MO 63146
314-738-9400 PH
314-738-9402 FX
matt@gymshorts.com
www.gymshorts.com

Robert Hamilton 
850 Forest Edge Dr.
Vernon Hills, IL 60061-3105
847-478-9700 PH
847-478-9701 FX
info@gha.engineers.com
www.gha-engineers.com

E. COONEY ASSOCIATES, INC.

EHLERS & ASSOCIATES INC.

ELGIN SWEEPING 
SERVICES, INC.

FARNSWORTH GROUP, INC.

FGM ARCHITECTS

FITZGERALD LIGHTING & 
MAINTENANCE CO., INC. 

FLOORS INCORPORATED  

GATEWAY SPORTS SOURCE, INC. 
/ GYMSHORTS.COM 

GEWALT-HAMILTON 
ASSOC., INC.

CALL ONE

CEDAR FOREST PRODUCTS CO.

CGA MEDIA 

CHAPMAN AND CUTLER

CHASE BANK

CL!X ON-LOCATION 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

CORPORATE CONSTRUCTION 
SERVICES

CORPORATION FOR OPENLANDS

COWHEY GUDMUNDSON LEDER, 
LTD.

Colleen Lamb Ferarra
1000 Skokie Boulevard
Suite 350
Wilmette, IL 60091
847/920-9600 PH
312.496.6693 Direct PH
312/519-5260 Cell
847-256-1478 FX
www.callone.com
clambferrara@callone.com

Matt Lilly 
1008 S. Division Ave.
Polo, IL 61064
800-552-9495 PH
815-946-2479 FX
salescfp@cedarforestproducts.com
www.cedarforestproducts.com

Jon Bizzaro 
28 Pope St.
Hudson, MA 01749
978-618-5965 PH
jon@cgamedia.com
www.cgamedia.com

Lynda Given 
111 W. Monroe St.
Chicago, IL 60603-4080
312-845-3000 PH
312-701-2361 FX
given@chapman.com
www.chapman.com

Sudeepa Chakrabarti 
100 E Higgins Rd. FL 2N
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
847-228-2713 PH
866-779-0192 FX
sudeepa.x.chakrabarti@chase.com
www.chase.com

Joe Izzo 
PO Box 662
Wheaton, IL 60187
630-221-8280 PH
630-221-1352 FX
joeizzo@clixonlocation.com
www.clixonlocation.com

Kelly Groth 
1323 Butterfield Rd., Suite 110
Downers Grove, IL 60515
630-271-0500 PH
630-271-0505 FX
ccs@corporateconstruction
services.com
www.corporateconstruction
services.com

Gerald Adelmann 
25 e. Washington Street, 
Suite 1650
Chicago, IL 60602
312-427-4256 PH
312-427-6251 FX

Matt Bardol 
300 Park Blvd., Suite 205
Itasca, IL 60143
630-250-9595 PH
630-250-9644 FX
matt.bardol@cgl-ltd.com
www.CGL-Ltd.com

Scott Turik 
252 Woodstock St.
Crystal Lake, IL 60014
847-971-4095 PH
847-971-4095 FX
scott@8020powercorp.com
www.8020powercorp.com

Louis Maltezos 
1900 Spring Rd., Suite 400
Oak Brook, IL 60523-1834
630-203-2600 PH
630-954-5977 FX
lmaltezos@ameresco.com

Robert Bush 
140 South Dearborn Street
Chicago, IL 60603
312-782-7606 PH
312-782-0943 FX
rbush@ancelglink.com
www.ancelglink.com

Thomas Todner 
1404 Joliet Rd., Suite A
Romeoville, IL 60406-9999
630-771-1310 PH
630-771-1301 FX
tom@aquapure-il.com
www.aquapure-IL.com

Lori Thielke 
2224 Pleasant View Rd., Suite 6
Middleton, WI 53562
608-824-0068 PH
608-836-0724 FX
lorit@beaconathletics.com
www.beaconathletics.com

William Dinchak 
1860 Winchester Rd.
Libertyville, IL 60048-9999
847-816-1631 PH
817-816-3762 FX
bdinchak@bonestroo.com
www.bonestroo.com

Eddie Wood 
2000 W. Pioneer Parkway, 
Suite 25
Peoria, IL 61615
800-692-9522 PH
309-692-9602 FX
ewood@bfgroup.com
www.bfgroup.com

Daniel Atilano 
25 S. Grove Ave., Suite 500
Elgin, IL 60120-6400
847-695-5840 PH
847-695-6579 FX
d.atilano@bca-arch.com
www.bca-arch.com

Brian King 
10 S. LaSalle St., Suite 1050
Chicago, IL 60603
312-236-8888 PH
bking@cabreracapital.com
www.cabreracapital.com

8020 POWER CORP

AMERESCO, INC.

ANCEL, GLINK, DIAMOND, 
BUSH, DICIANNI & 
KRAFTHEFER, P.C.

AQUA PURE ENTERPRISES

BEACON ATHLETICS

BONESTROO

BURNHAM AND 
FLOWER AGENCY

BURNIDGE CASSELL 
ASSOCIATES

CABRERA CAPITAL 
MARKETS, LLC
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TEAM REIL INC.

TRESSLER LLP 

WILLIAMS ASSOCIATES 
ARCHITECTS, LTD.

WOODWAY USA 

WRD ENVIRONMENTAL

W-T ENGINEERING, INC.

John Cederlund 
17421 Marengo Rd.
Union, IL 60180
888-438-7345 PH
815-923-2204 FX
john@getreil.com
www.getreil.com

Charlene Holtz 
Willis Tower, 22nd Floor
Chicago, IL 60606
312-627-4168 PH
312-627-1717 FX
choltz@tresslerllp.com
www.tsmp.com

450 E. Gundersen Dr.
Carol Stream, IL 60188-9999
630-221-1212 PH
630-221-1220 FX
williams@williams-architects.com

Donald Kindt Jr.
W229 N591 Foster Ct.
Waukesha, WI 53186
262-548-6235 PH
262-522-6235 FX
dkindt@woodway.com
www.woodway.com

Geoff Deigan 
445 N. Sacramento Blvd
Chicago, IL 60612-9999
773-722-9870 PH
773-722-9875 FX
gdeigan@wrdenvironmental.com
www.wrdenvironmental.com

Scott Triphahn 
2675 Pratum Ave.
Hoffman Estates, IL 60192-3703
847-895-3640 PH
847-895-9985 FX
scott.triphahn@wtengineering.com
www.wtengineering.com

RENAISSANCE COMMUNICATION 
SYSTEMS, INC.

SEC GROUP, INC.

SEVEN UTILITY 
MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS

SHANNON SALES - 
SPECIALTY FLOORS

SIKICH LLC

SPEAR CORPORATION

SPEER FINANCIAL, INC.

SRBL ARCHITECTS

SUMMERLAND CONSULTING LLC

Michael Shares 
3509 Martens St.
Franklin Park, IL 60131
847-671-1340 PH
847-671-9340 FX
mike.shares@rc-systems.com
www.rc-systems.com

Dave Reitz 
420 N. Front St., Suite 100
McHenry, IL 60050
815-385-1778 PH
815-385-1781 FX
www.secgroupinc.com

Dale Snyder 
7704 Oakridge Rd.
North Little Rock, AR 72116
501-835-3142 PH
866-546-8561 FX
dsnyder@sevenutility.com
www.sevenutility.com

Kimberely Phad 
1005 S. 60th Street
Milwaukee, WI 53214
800-522-9166 PH
414-944-0550 FX
kimp@shannonsales.com
www.floorsbyshannonsales.com

Fred Lantz 
998 Corporate Blvd.
Aurora, IL 60502
630-566-8400 PH
630-566-8401 FX
fredl@sikich.com
www.sikich.com

Sam Blake 
P.O. Box 3
Roachdale, IN 46172
800-642-6640 PH
765-522-1702 FX
sblake@spearcorp.com
www.spearcorp.com

David Phillips 
One North LaSalle, Suite 4100
Chicago, IL 60602-9999
312-780-2280 PH
312-346-8833 FX
dphillips@speerfinancial.com
www.speerfinancial.com

Carol Sente 
1161-A Lake Cook Rd.
Deerfield, IL 60015-9999
847-272-9500 PH
847-272-9510 FX
carols@srblarchitects.com
www.srblarchitects.com

Michael Buehner 
30320 Glenham Ct.
Wesley Chapel, FL 33543
877-348-5338 PH
813-991-6552 FX
mbuehner@summerlandconsulting.
net
www.summerlandconsulting.net

PERSONALIZED AWARDS, INC.

PFM ASSET MANAGEMENT LLC

PHN ARCHITECTS 

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC

PIZZO & ASSOCIATES, LTD.

PROFESSIONAL 
BUILDING SERVICES 

PROFESSIONAL FITNESS 
CONCEPTS, INC.

RATIO ARCHITECTS

RECREATION CONCEPTS, INC.

Wendy Eastman 
6020 W. Donges Bay Road
Mequon, WI 53092
262-242-8900 PH
262-242-8925 FX
info@LifeShouldBeRewarding.com
www.lifeshouldberewarding.com

Don Jessen  
222 N. LaSalle, Suite 910
Chicago, IL 60601-9999
312-977-1570 PH
312-977-1575 FX
jessend@pfm.com
www.pfm.com

Karen Lellios 
199 Town Square, Suite D 
Wheaton, IL 60189 
630-665-8400 PH 
630-665-8450 FX 
karen.l@phnarchitects.com 
www.phnarchitects.com

Aron Jordan 
1337 Industrial Dr.
Itasca, IL 60143
630-773-8660 PH
630-773-8586 FX
ajordan@pinnacleservicesinc.net
www.pinnacleservicesinc.net

Susan Kuntzendorf 
10729 Pine Rd.
Leland, IL 60531
815-495-2300 PH
815-498-4406 FX
info@pizzo.info
http://pizzo.info/

Chad Charon 
510 Cass St.
Crete, IL 60417
708-672-4010 PH
708-672-3607 FX
chad@pbsdesignbuild.com
www.pbsdesignbuild.com

Brian Fonseca 
521 Vera Court
Joliet, IL 60436
815-741-5328 PH
815-741-5352 FX
brian@pfc-fitness.com
www.pfcfitnessequipment.com

Brian DeMuynck 
10 E. Chester St.
Champaign, IL 61820
217-352-7696 PH
217-352-7831 FX
www.ratioarchitects.com

Bob Collins 
PO Box 240981
Charlotte, NC 28224
630-554-3800 PH
630-554-3750 FX
bobc@recreationconcepts.com
www.recreationconcepts.com

MUSCO SPORTS LIGHTING

NICERINK

NORWALK CONCRETE 
INDUSTRIES 

NUTOYS LEISURE PRODUCTS 

OTTOSEN BRITZ KELLY COOPER 
& GILBERT, LTD.

PALATINE OIL COMPANY

PARK DISTRICT RISK 
MANAGEMENT AGENCY

PAVELOC INDUSTRIES LLC

PERENNIAL PARK PRODUCTS

Gail Cressley 
100 1st Ave. West
Oskaloosa, IA 52577
641-673-0411 PH
641-673-4852 FX
gail.cressley@musco.com
www.musco.com

James Stoller 
PO Box 310
Genoa City, WI 53128
888-642-3746 PH
262-279-6744 FX
info@nicerink.com
www.nicerink.com

Jeff Malcolm 
80 Commerce Drive
Norwalk, OH 44857
800-733-3624 PH
419-663-0627 FX
jmalcolm@nciprecast.com
www.nciprecast.com

Jennifer Samanich
915 Hillgrove
P.O. Box 2121
LaGrange, IL 60525
708-526-6197 PH
708-579-0109 FX
jennifers@nutoys4fun.com 
www.nutoys4fun.com

Shawn Flaherty 
1804 N. Naper Blvd., Suite 350
Naperville, IL 60563
630-682-0085 PH
630-682-0788 FX
sflaherty@obkcg.com
www.obkcg.com

Keith Copersmet 
PO Box 985
Palatine, IL 60078
847-358-3600 PH
847-358-5904 FX
info@palatineoil.com
www.palatineoil.com

Brett Davis 
2033 Burlington Avenue
Lisle, IL 60532
630-769-0332 PH
630-769-0449 FX
bdavis@pdrma.org
www.pdrma.org

Marc Hurley 
8302 South Route 23
Marengo, IL 60152
815-568-4700 PH
815-568-1210 FX
marc@paveloc.com
www.paveloc.com

Tiffany Bachmann 
885 Church Rd.
Elgin, IL 60123
847-289-8383 PH
847-289-8382 FX
tiffany@epsplasticlumb.com

 

KUBIESA ASSOCIATES, P.C. 

LAMP INCORPORATED

LANDSCAPE CONCEPTS 
MANAGEMENT

LAUTHERBACH & AMEN, LLP 

LEOPARDO COMPANIES, INC.

LET’S GO PLAY, INC.

MCGINTY BROS., INC.

MESIROW FINANCIAL, INC.

MIDWEST TRANSIT EQUIPMENT 

Ken Kubiesa 
105 S. York St., Suite 250
Elmhurst, IL 60126
630-516-1800 PH
630-516-1808 FX
www.ksgalaw.com

Ian Lamp 
P. O. Box 865
Elgin, IL 60121-0865
847-741-7220 PH
847-741-9677 FX
ilamp@lampinc.net
www.lampinc.net

George Markoutsas 
31745 N. Alleghany Road
Grayslake, IL 60030
847-223-3800 PH
847-223-0169 FX
gmarkoutsas@
landscapeconcepts.com
www.landscapeconcepts.com

Ron Amen 
27W457 Warrenville Rd.
Warrenville, IL 60555
630-393-1483 PH
630-393-2516 FX
ramen@lauterbachamen.com
www.lauterbachamen.com

Michael Behm or Geno Mattioda 
5200 Prairie Stone Parkway
Hoffman Estates, IL 60192
847-783-3000 PH
847-783-3001 FX
MWBehm@leopardo.com or 
GRMattioda@leopardo.com
www.leopardo.com

Ana Fiore 
P.O. Box 785
Tinley Park, IL 60477
708-802-9750 PH
708-802-9760 FX
info@letsgoplayinc.com
www.letsgoplayinc.com

Brian McGinty 
3744 E. Cuba Rd.
Long Grove, IL 60047
847-438-5161 PH
847-438-1883 FX
brian@mcgintybros.com
www.mcgintybros.com

Walter Stock 
350 N. Clark St.
Chicago, IL 60610-9999
312-595-6362 PH
312-595-6988 FX
wstock@mesirowfinancial.com
www.mesirowfinancial.com

Tom Boldwin 
146 W. Issert Dr.
Kankakee, IL 60901
815-933-2412 PH
815-933-3966 FX
tom.boldwin@midwesttransit.com
www.midwesttransit.com
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NICERINK

PALATINE OIL COMPANY

PAUL AMUNDSEN & ASSOC.

PDRMA

PERSONALIZED AWARDS

PIZZO & ASSOCIATES, LTD.

PLANNING RESOURCES, INC.

PSA-DEWBERRY/BCA

RECREATION CONCEPTS, INC.

Mr. James E. Stoller

P.O. Box 310

218 South Road

Genoa City, WI  53128

info@nicerink.com

Tel: (888) 642-3746 (11)

Fax: (262) 279-6744

Keith Copersmet

P.O. Box 985

Palatine, IL 60078

kcopersmet@palatineoil.com

Tel: (847) 358-3600

Fax: (847) 358-5904

Mr. Paul Amundsen

P.O. Box 722

Zion, IL 60099-2683

paul@paulamundsen.org

Tel: (847) 249-3681

Fax: (847) 249-3682

Mr. Dane Hall

PO Box 4320

Wheaton, IL 60189

dmall@pdrma.org

Tel: (630) 769-0332

Fax: (630) 435-8999

Mr. Jacob Hill

P.O. Box 158

6020 W. Donges Bay Road

Mequon, WI  53092

info@lifeshouldberewarding.com

Tel: (800) 726-0425

Fax: (262) 242-8925

Ms. Susan Kuntzendorf

10729 Pine Road

Leland, IL  60531

susank@pizzo.info

Tel: (815) 495-2300

Fax: (815) 498-4406

Mr. Darrell Garrison, ASLA

402 West Liberty

Wheaton, IL  60187

dgarrison@planres.com

Tel: (630) 668-3788

Fax: (630)668-4125

Ms. Deborah Fortune

25 S Grove Ave Ste 500

Elgin, IL  60120-6400

d.fortune@bca-arch.com

Tel: (847) 695-5840

Fax: (847) 695-6579

Mr. Scott Cunningham

PO Box 240981

Charlotte, NC 28224

scott@cunninghamassoc.com

Tel: (800) 438-2780

Fax: (704) 525-5376

LEOPARDO COMPANIES, INC.

MARY COOK & ASSOCIATES 

INTERIOR DESIGN

MELROSE PYROTECHNICS, INC.

MERIDIAN MEDIA GROUP

MESIROW FINANCIAL

METRO DESIGN 

ASSOCIATES, INC.

MPR GROUP

MTI CONSTRUCTION 

SERVICES, LLC

MUSCO SPORTS LIGHTING

Ms. Joan Heinzerling

5200 Prairie Stone Parkway

Hoffman Estates, IL  60192

jmheinzerling@leopardo.com

Tel: (847) 691-7930

Fax: (847) 783-3249

Ms. Kate Brennan

4001 N Ravenswood Ave Ste 101

Chicago, IL  60613-2576

kate@marycook.com

Tel: (773) 975-9500 (119)

Fax: (773) 975-0210

Mr. Robert Kerns

P.O. Box 302

Kingsbury, IN  46345

bob@melrosepyro.com

Tel: (219) 393-5522

Fax: (219) 393-5710

Mr. Ed Coyle

800 E Northwest Hwy

Palatine, IL  60074-6519

Tel: (847) 705-2160

Fax: (847) 705-2163

Mr. Walter Stock

PO BOX A3538

Chicago, IL  60654

wstock@mesirowfinancial.com

Tel: (312) 595-6362

Fax: (312) 595-6988

Mr. Timothy A. Smith

1707 N Randall Rd Ste 390

Elgin, IL  60123

tsmith@metrodgn.com

Tel: (224) 629-4444

Fax: (847) 622-7485

Mr. Julius Rhodes

1031 E 45Th St

Chicago, IL 60653-3607

jerhodes@neiu.edu

Tel: (773) 548-8037

Mr. Dan Powell

2585 Millennium Dr. Suite E

Elgin, IL  60124-7822

dpowell@mtici.com

Tel: (847) 742-7200

Fax: (847) 742-7203

Mr. Doug Miller

1150 Powis Road

West Chicago, IL 60185

doug.miller@musco.com

Tel: (630) 920-6701

Fax: (630) 876-9654

HEY AND ASSOCIATES, INC.

HITCHCOCK DESIGN GROUP

IVES/RYAN GROUP, INC.

J.E.M. MORRIS 

CONSTRUCTION, INC.

JJR, LLC

KI FURNITURE

LAKE GENEVA CRUISE LINE

LAMP INCORPORATED

LAUTERBACH & AMEN, LLP

Mr. Tim Pollowy

1780 N Farnsworth Ave Ste M

Aurora, IL  60505-1576

tpollowy@heyassoc.com

Tel: (630) 262-1747

Fax: (630) 262-1770

Mr. Bill Inman

221 W. Jefferson

Naperville, IL 60540

binman@hitchcockdesign

group.com

Tel: (630) 961-1787

Fax: (630) 961-9925

Mr. John M. Ryan

1801 N. Mill Street, Suite A

Naperville, IL  60563

jryan@ivesryangroup.com

Tel: (630) 717-0726

Fax: (630) 717-0875

Ms. Jean Ellen M. Morris

49 W 102 US Route 30

Big Rock, IL  60511

jemmorrisconstr@aol.com

Tel: (630) 556-3730

Fax: (630) 556-3005

Mr. Paul Wiese

35 E Wacker Drive

Suite 2200

Chicago, IL 60601

paul.wiese@jjr-us.com

Tel: (312) 641-6756

Fax: (312) 641-0668

Mr. Jim Heyden

5400 Newport Drive, Suite 18

Rolling Meadows, IL  60008

jim.heyden@ki.com

Tel: (847) 368-1248

Fax: (847) 368-1249

Ms. Ellen Burling

P.O. Box 68, Riviera Dock

Lake Geneva, WI  53147

eb@glcl.net

Tel: (262) 248-6206 (101)

Fax: (262) 248-5657

Mr. Ian C. Lamp

460 N. Grove Avenue

Elgin, IL  60120

ilamp@lampinc.net

Tel: (847) 741-7220 (305)

Fax: (847) 741-9677

Mr. Ronald Amen

27W457 Warrenville Road

Warrenville, IL  60555

ronaldamen@sbcglobal.net

Tel: (630) 393-1483

Fax: (630) 393-2516

EHLERS AND ASSOCIATES

ENGINEERING RESOURCE 

ASSOCIATES

FIRST TRUST PORTFOLIOS

FITZGERALD LIGHTING

FLINT ARCHITECTS

GARAPOLO MAYNARD 

ARCHITECTS, INC.

GOLD MEDAL-CHICAGO

GREAT LAKES LANDSCAPE

CO., INC.

GREEN-UP LANDSCAPE, INC

Mr. Steve Larson

550 Warrenville Road, Suite 220

Lisle, IL 60532-4311

SLarson@Ehlers-Inc.com

Tel: (630) 271-3330

Fax: (630) 271-3369

Mr. William Pearch

3S701 West Ave Ste 150

Warrenville, IL  60555-3264

wpearch@eraconsultants.com

Tel: (630) 393-3060

Fax: (630) 393-2152

Mr. Ray Worrell

120 E Liberty Dr

Wheaton, IL 60187-5412

rworrell@ftportfolios.com

Tel: (630) 517-7585

Mr. Dave Fitzgerald

1585 Beverly Court, Suite 104

Aurora, IL  60502

dave@fitzgeraldlighting.com

Tel: (630) 513-7147

Fax: (630) 513-6872

Mr. Stephen E. Flint

314 S Westmore Ave

Lombard, IL  60148-3024

seflint@flintarch.com

Tel: (630) 953-9220

Fax: (630) 953-9440

Mr. Donald Perry Maynard, AIA

1101 Lake St

Oak Park, IL  60301-1085

Tel: (708) 383-1838

Fax: (708) 383-1595

Mr. Pete Bakala

450 N. York Rd.

Bensenville, IL  60106

pbakala@gmpopcorn.com

Tel: (630) 860-2525

Fax: (630) 860-5980

Ms. Sandra A. Harynek

434 E. Devon Avenue

Elk Grove Village, IL  60007

grtlakesls@aol.com

Tel: (847) 439-3737

Fax: (847) 439-1943

Mr. James K. Callham

13520 S. Budler Road

Plainfield, IL  60544

greenup123@aol.com

Tel: (815) 372-3000

Fax: (815) 372-3005

ADOLPH KIEFER & ASSOCIATES

ALTAMANU, INC.

AT ASSOCIATES, INC.

CEDAR FOREST PRODUCTS

CHICAGO RED STARS

COMMERCIAL RECREATION 

SPECIALISTS, INC.

CONSERVATION DESIGN FORUM

CORDOGAN CLARK & 

ASSOCIATES

DEVERY ENGINEERING, INC.

Ms. Amanda French

1700 Kiefer Drive

Zion, IL  60099

casey@kiefer.com

Tel: (847) 872-8866 (620)

Fax: (847) 746-8888

Ms. Josephine Bellalta

1700 W Irving Park Rd Ste 202

Chicago, IL  60613-4827

info@altamanu.com

Tel: (773) 528-7492

Fax: (773) 305-0805

Mr. Jerry Aulisio

7  S. Fairview, Suite 201

Park Ridge, IL  60068

jaulisio@theatgroup.com

Tel: (847) 692-7515

Fax: (847) 692-7524

Mr. Matt M. Lilly

P.O. Box 98

1008 S. Division

Polo, IL  61064

cfpinfo@cedarforestproducts.com

Tel: (815) 946-3994

Fax: (815) 946-2479

Mr. Greg Zaskowski

7300 W 71st Street

Bridgeview, IL 60455

gzaskowski@chicagoredstars.com

Tel: (708) 496-9516

Fax: (708) 496-9515

Mr. Ron Romens

415 Investment Court

Verona, WI  53593

info@crs4rec.com

Tel: (608) 848-8781

Fax: (608) 848-8782

Mr. Jason Cooper

375 W. First Street

Elmhurst, IL  60126

J.Cooper@cdfinc.com

Tel: (630) 559-2000

Fax: (630) 559-2030

Ms. Rhonda Mont

960 Ridgeway Avenue

Aurora, IL 60506

rmont@cordoganclark.com

Tel: (630) 896-4678

Fax: (630) 896-4987

Mr. Robert Devery

145 Commerce Drive, Suite B

Grayslake, IL  60030

info@deveryengineering.com

Tel: (847) 548-8153

Fax: (847) 548-8159
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Enter by October 1, 2010.

Show off your agency and its visual images with 
“Give Us Your Best Shot,” a photo contest sponsored 
by the Illinois Association of Park Districts and the Illinois Park 
and Recreation Association.  Photos submitted may be used 
in future editions of Illinois Parks & Recreation magazine, on 
the cover of the IAPD/IPRA Membership Directory and 
Buyers’ Guide, or in other IAPD/IPRA projects.

Enter as many times as you like in four categories: 
recreation, sports, wildlife and nature/landscapes.  All 
entries must feature Illinois scenes. For complete guidelines 
and an entry form, go to www.ILparks.org and highlight 
“Publications” on the navigation bar on the left, then choose 
“Illinois Parks and Recreation Magazine.” Scroll down the 
page.

SUNDEK OF ILLINOIS, INC.

TEAM REIL

THE LAKOTA GROUP

TSS PHOTOGRAPHY, INC

VERMONT SYSTEMS, INC.

WIGHT & COMPANY

WILLIAMS ARCHITECTS, LTD.

WINTRUST FINANCIAL

W-T ENGINEERING, INC.

Mr. Jake Olson

3810 Industrial Avenue

Rolling Meadows, IL  60008

jaykz33@yahoo.com

Tel: (847) 392-3939

Fax: (847) 392-8844

Mr. John W. Cederlund

17421 Marengo Rd

Union, IL  60180-9692

john@getreil.com

Tel: (815) 923-2099

Fax: (815) 923-2204

Mr. Scott Freres

212 W Kinzie St Fl 3

Chicago, IL  60610

info@thelakotagroup.com

Tel: (312) 467-5445

Fax: (312) 467-5484

Ms. Pamela Isbecque

2150 Boggs Rd Ste 200

Atlanta, GA 30096

pam@tssphotography.com

Tel: (888) 520-7480

Fax: (678) 740-0808

Ms. Kathy Messier

12 Market Place

Essex Junction, VT  05452

sales@vermontsystems.com

Tel: (802) 879-6993

Fax: (802)879-5368

Mr. Stephen Collins

2500 N. Frontage Road

Darien, IL  60561-1511

scollins@wightco.com

Tel: (630) 969-7000

Fax: (630) 969-7979

450 E. Gundersen Drive

Carol Stream, IL  60188

williams@williams-architects.com

Tel: (630) 221-1212

Fax: (630) 221-1220

Ms. Aimee Briles

500 Roosevelt Rd Ste 320

Glen Ellyn, IL  60137-2600

Tel: (630)516-4685

Mr. Scott R. Triphahn

2675 Pratum Avenue

Hoffman Estates, IL  60192

info@wtengineering.com

Tel: (224) 293-6333

Fax: (224) 293-6444

RILEY CONSTRUCTION CO., INC

ROBERT JURIS &  ASSOC. 

ARCHITECTS, LTD.

SHANNON SALES INC.

SIDWELL COMPANY

SIEMANS INDUSTRY

SINGLE PATH, LLC

SPEER FINANCIAL, INC.

SPRING GROVE NURSERY, INC.

SRBL ARCHITECTS

Ms. Barbara J. Riley

5614 52nd Street

Kenosha, WI  53144

barbr@rileycon.com

Tel: (262) 658-4381

Fax: (262) 658-0312

Mr. Robert L. Juris

10189 W Lincoln Hwy

Frankfort, IL  60423-1274

r.juris@rjaarchitects.com

Tel: (815) 806-0146

Fax: (815) 806-0149

Ms. Aby Luckenbill

1005 S 60Th St

Milwaukee, WI  53214-3348

jimp@shannonsales.com

Tel: (800) 522-9166

Fax: (414) 944-0550

Ms. Karen Fouts

675 Sidwell Court

St. Charles, IL  60174

kfouts@sidwellco.com

Tel: (630) 549-1000

Fax: (630) 549-1111

Ms. Becky Werra

585 Slawin Ct

Mount Prospect, IL  60056-2183

Becky.Werra@siemans.com

Tel: (312 )215-2137

Fax: (866) 720-4231

Mr. Tom Myers

905 Parkview Blvd.

Lombard, IL  60148

tmyers@singlepath.com

Tel: (630) 812-2360

Fax: (630) 812-2301

Mr. David F. Phillips

One North LaSalle, Suite 4100

Chicago, IL  60602

dphillips@speerfinancial.com

Tel: (312) 780-2280

Fax: (312) 346-8833

Ms. Rebecca Thomas

1255 W. Spring Rd.

Mazon, IL  60444

Tel: (815) 448-2097

Fax: (815) 448-2139

Ms. Carol Sente

1161-A  Lake Cook Road

Deerfield, IL  60015

carols@srblarchitects.com

Tel: (847) 272-9500 (710)

Fax: (847) 272-9510
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