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With January's wicked wind 
chills and snow-packed 
sidewalks, you're probably 
not thinking about 
gardening. But maybe you 
should be. Agencies around 
the state are experiencing 
tremendous success with 
community gardens, and if 
yours isn't among them, you 
can learn a lot from this 
issue of Illinois Parks and 
Recreation.

Before we explore community gardens, let's consider why 
they're important. In the United States, food travels an 
average of 1,500 miles from farm to fork and spends 
between 7 and 14 days in transit. During that time, up to 50 
percent of it is lost to spoilage. Locally-grown food eliminates 
travel time and waste and saves gardeners between $75 and 
$380 in food costs every season. 

The Naperville Park District's community garden plots aren't 
new. They've been available to residents since the 70s. But 
the district saw a striking resurgence in 2008 as a result of 
the ailing economy. Suddenly gardening wasn't just a relaxing 
hobby; for some, it was a very necessary source of food. 

As interest in Naperville's gardens has grown, so too has a 
renewed sense of community with gardeners generously 
sharing their harvest with the hungry. In 2012, two tons – 
yes, TWO TONS – of fresh produce was donated to the local 
food pantry giving low-income residents easy access to 
healthy food that is too often cost-prohibitive to purchase on 
their own. Get the complete story on page 12.

Likewise, in spite of record-high temperatures and little 
rainfall, an abundance of produce from the St. Charles Park 
District's community garden made its way to an area food 
bank thanks to a streamlined donation process. Learn more 
about their system, as well as what you need to start a 
community garden, on page 18.

Food can be a powerful teaching tool, and the Joliet Park 
District uses their organic community garden to teach 
residents to be stewards of the environment. Without the use 
of chemicals, gardeners are growing food using eco-friendly, 
sustainable practices. In partnership with the University of 
Illinois Extension, they also offer 17 different classes to 
educate gardeners on topics ranging from plotting and 
planting through composting and canning. Read more about 
the impact on the community on page 20.

One last thing – you may have noticed a little extra 
packaging with this issue of IP&R magazine. The 
biodegradable bags are meant to protect the conference 
edition of the magazine during the mailing process. We 
believe bagging this issue of the magazine is the most 
environmentally friendly and cost-effective solution to keep 
your conference guide in pristine condition. So please 
remember to bring it with you. 

See you in Chicago!

FROM THE EDITOR
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gGET ON BOARD

Peter M. Murphy
IAPD President and CEO
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As we greet the New Year, it is a time to look forward to the 

new opportunities ahead. Without question, 2013 will be a 

great one for park districts, forest preserves, conservation, 

recreation and special recreation agencies as the services we 

provide have never been in higher demand or more necessary.

thFor the membership of IAPD, the year 2013 marks our 85  

anniversary of providing outstanding services and acting as a 

collective voice in strengthening the park and recreation mission 

in Illinois. Our system of special districts in Illinois is at its very 

core the most democratic and American of institutions.

Park districts, forest preserves and conservation districts are 

led, and their purpose is driven, by men and women who want 

to improve the quality of life for future generations. Elected 

locally and serving without compensation, they are a shining 

example of citizen volunteers.

The history of the pioneers in acquiring open space and the 

growth of park districts, forest preserves, conservation, 

recreation and special recreation agencies is intertwined with 

that of the IAPD.

IAPD traces its beginning to 1928, the year Charles Lindbergh 

was presented the Congressional Medal of Honor for his first 

transatlantic flight. According to the 1929 president's address 

of Fred J. Bohn, IAPD's second president and a park official 

from Chicago's River Park District, the “progressive founders” of 

the Illinois Association of Park Districts met in the halls of the 

State Capitol in Springfield as early as 1927. Representatives 

from the Small Parks Association of Cook County, established in 

1922, and park officials from other counties of the state were 

there seeking legislation to change several laws that affect park 

districts. (The law enabling creation of special districts called 

park districts became effective June 1, 1893.)

Bohn says that nothing formal was done, however, until the 

services of A.D. McLarty, secretary of the Illinois Municipal 

League, were secured to organize the parks association in 

1928. The historian for the Illinois Municipal League paints a 

picture of McLarty as entrepreneurial in his interest to start a separate 

association for park districts. It was difficult to do business at the 

State Capitol, meeting with a legislator one day wearing a hat for city 

municipalities and the next wearing one for park district issues.

Not surprisingly, McLarty's efforts to create a statewide organization of 

park district officials met with great enthusiasm from leaders of Illinois 

park districts. McLarty sent a questionnaire to park district officials on 

March 9, 1928. A summary of the results was published and sent to 

park officials on March 30 of that year with an invitation to attend an 

organizational meeting May 17 and 18 in the Rose Room of the Hotel 

Sherman in Chicago. The State of Illinois' James R. Thompson Center 

now stands on the site of the Sherman Hotel, which was demolished 

in 1980.

The resolution approved at this meeting called for formal creation of a 

“Parks Organization Section” of the Illinois Municipal League, with 

separate officers and committees. The association operated in this 

way, as a section, for the first two years of its existence.

McLarty became the association's first secretary, a position he held 

until July 1, 1943, when he resigned to enter the U.S. Navy during 

World War II. The association's first president, Dr. Joseph Cullen Blair, 

was head of the University of Illinois Department of Horticulture and 

president of the Urbana Park District. Blair also served as IAPD's 

treasurer from 1931 to 1933 and maintained a keen interest in the 

association throughout his lifetime.

New Year Brings New Opportunities 
and IAPD Celebrates 85th Anniversary

The year 2013 marks IAPD’s 
th85  anniversary of providing 

outstanding services and 

acting as a collective voice in 

strengthening the park and 

recreation mission in Illinois. 
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The first annual conference of the newly organized statewide 

organization was held in Joliet and attended by 38 representatives 

from 16 park districts. According to a published report from the 

event, there was “open discussion on problems of park districts, 

which brought out some interesting facts” plus “valuable time for 

park district officials to become better acquainted and address 

legislation.” These components  education, networking, discussions 

among board members and legislative advocacy  remain at the core 

of IAPD's mission and its annual conference. The conference has 

grown in scope and quality throughout the years, and this year's 

2013 annual conference is no exception. 

The industry's top presenters from around the nation will be 

offering 185 educational opportunities, nearly half of which are 

specifically targeted toward elected officials.  Topics range from 

leadership and boardsmanship to legal issues, partnerships and 

much more. In addition to the tremendous learning opportunity, 

conference is the perfect place to network. Whether you reacquaint 

yourself with lifelong friends or make new ones, don't miss this 

wonderful chance to learn and exchange ideas with board members 

from across the state.

I look forward to seeing you at the best conference for parks and 

recreation in the nation. Happy New Year.

For the most up-to-date Calendar of Events and information for 
registration please visit the IAPD website at www.ILparks.org.

2013 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

January 24-26
IAPD/IPRA Annual 
Conference
Hyatt Regency Chicago

April/May
Flying 4 Kids Month

April 30
Parks Day at the Capitol
State Capitol, Springfield

April 30
Legislative Reception
Illini Country Club, 
Springfield

May 1
Legislative Conference
Crowne Plaza, Springfield

May 20
Summer Golf Tour Event 
#1 – Noon Shotgun
Palatine Hills Golf Club
Palatine Park District

June will feature 
commissioner boot 
camps for newly elected 
and seasoned 
commissioners in a  
variety of locations to 
be announced

June 10
Summer Golf Tour Event 
#2 – Noon Shotgun
Old Orchard 
Country Club
Prospect Heights 
Park District

For the most up-to-date
 Calendar of Events, please 

visit the IAPD website 
at www.ILparks.org.

July 18
Legislative Golf 
Outing
White Pines Golf Club
Bensenville Park 
District

August 17
Park District 
Conservation Day
Illinois State 
Fairgrounds, 
Springfield

August 20
Summer Golf Tour 
Event #3 – Noon 
Shotgun
Foss Park Golf Course
Foss Park District

September 9
Summer Golf Tour 
Event #4 – 9 am 
Shotgun
Prairie Bluff Golf 
Course
Lockport Township 
Park District

September 27
Best of the Best 
Awards Gala
Chevy Chase Country 
Club
Wheeling Park District

October 8-10
NRPA Congress & 
Exposition
Houston, Texas

November 7
IAPD Legal 
Symposium
McDonald's University, 
Oak Brook

Recommended 
Reading

Thomas Jefferson: 
The Art of Power
By Jon Meacham

This political biography is a 
great look into one of America's 
most notable presidents. Among 
Thomas Jefferson's highest 
political achievements are the 
drafting of the Declaration of 
Independence at age 33, and 
one year later, the Virginia 
Statute for Religious Freedom. 

At the heart of the book is Jefferson's ability to balance ideals 
with political reality, reaching out to his enemies and exercising 
power to accomplish his goals. Meacham writes of Jefferson that 
he “understood a timeless truth that politics is kaleidoscopic, 
constantly shifting, and the morning's foe may well be the 
afternoon's friend.” Meacham also observed that Jefferson 
“believed in the politics of the personal relationship.” Jefferson is 
a fascinating individual who sketched the first designs of 
Monticello when he was 26 and founded the University of 
Virginia and designed many of its buildings. He died, as did John 

thAdams, on the 50  anniversary of the Declaration of 
Independence on July 4, 1826. Jefferson's legacy is vast and 
varied, and the lessons to be learned from his leadership are 
timeless. This is a great read, and I highly recommend this book 
to you.
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IAPD teams have put together a great conference for 2013. This 

year, we are continuing the trend begun last year of focusing on 

high-quality speakers over a larger quantity of programming. And, 

we have listened to your feedback and brought back the 

roundtables.

The most exciting park of the conference is sure to be the Closing 

Social Saturday night at the Art Institute. The Art Institute is under 

the umbrella of the Chicago Park District, and they are generously 

sponsoring the event with us this year. This event is sure to be 

beautiful and memorable. I have many fond memories of visiting 

the Art Institute as an adolescent, taking in all the history, the art 

and the creative energy of this museum. Imagine how much better 

it will be to enjoy it with all of our friends and colleagues together.

This year's conference will also feature the Closing General Session 

with Ron Kittle. According to his website, Ron is a former left 

fielder and designated hitter in Major League Baseball, known best 

for his home run power. He played for the Chicago White Sox 

(1982–86, 1989, 1991), New York Yankees (1986–87), 

Cleveland Indians (1988), and Baltimore Orioles (1990). He also 

authored, Ron Kittle's Tales from the White Sox Dugout. He is a 

motivational speaker focusing on subjects like “How to Dream Big, 

Anyone Can Dream Small,” “How to Surround Yourself with the 

Best People Possible,” and “When and How to Take Control of 

Your Choices.” I expect sports analogies will abound. You won't 

want to miss this event. We expect Ron will hit this one right out 

of the park. 

EYE ON THE PROFESSION
A C L O S E R L O O K A T T R E N D S A N D I S S U E S I N T H E P A R K A N D R E C R E A T I O N P R O F E S S I O N

On behalf of the IPRA Board of Directors and staff, we are eagerly 

looking forward to seeing many of you at this year's “Soaring to 

New Heights Conference!” As I am still settling in to my new 

position as IPRA's Executive Director, I have greatly enjoyed 

meeting so many people and seeing so many IPRA members in 

action at educational events, sections, committee meetings and 

task forces. The conference will be the culmination of all these 

member efforts and all these members brought together as one 

community, bound together in our passion for parks and 

recreation. I can't wait! 

This magazine issue is dedicated to Community Gardens. While 

IPRA does not keep our own community garden, many of the 

members are involved in these important programs, and you see 

their value in bringing people together. A community garden is 

cultivation by a collective, just as an association is cultivation 

towards our mission by a collection of our members. In both 

scenarios, we are building communities, bringing people together, 

helping each other learn new skills and growing together for a 

better future. 

Do you feel that you are a part of this community? In an 

association, you get what you give. If you put in your energy, your 

work, your leadership and your commitment, you will reap the 

benefits in the form of advancing your knowledge, your network 

and your career. Imagine if you planted seeds in a community 

garden and then just walked away. Compare that to planting 

seeds with your colleagues and working together to develop a 

beautiful and bountiful garden to harvest and enjoy collectively. 

Associations are the same. IPRA is thriving today because of the 

continued dedication and commitment of our volunteers. As a 

growing community, there is always a role for new volunteers. 

What else can you do to help this garden grow? 

Our conference is also an example of a community coming 

together in a joint effort. The Joint Conference Committee, 

including IPRA Co-Chair Mike Baiardo at the Alsip Park District 

and IAPD Co-Chair Jack Schmerer at the Buffalo Grove Park 

District, along with the Operations Committee and IPRA and 

8   I l l i n o i s P a r k s & R e c r e a t i o n  w w w . i p r a o n l i n e . c o m

Benefits Abound with 
IPRA Membership

By Debbie Trueblood
IPRA Executive Director

If you put in your energy, your 

work, your leadership and your 

commitment, you will reap the 

benefits in the form of 

advancing your knowledge, 

your network and your career.



This year's conference will be January 24-26 at the Hyatt 

Regency Chicago. The hotel is working on some amazing 

renovations, which will make our conference even better in future 

years, but this year will be a time of transition. I am sure that 

park and recreation professionals understand the need to put on 

our hard hats, and make necessary improvements for our future. 

We hope you will pardon the dust, and join us in exercising our 

flexibility and patience. 

In addition to the conference, IPRA is busy with many other 

programs. After the conference, our new board year will begin 

with Allison Niemela as the 2013 IPRA Chair of the Board of 

Directors. Allison is already planning a busy year for IPRA. Her 

energy and enthusiasm is infectious, and we know 2013 will be a 

year of passionate leadership. We look forward to our January 

board retreat featuring a challenge course to help us develop our 

teamwork and trust. We will also be working with an outside 

consultant during 2013 to help us with board orientation and 

strategic planning for 2014.

My thanks also to John Curran, our outgoing Chair for 2012. 

Under John's leadership, IPRA continued its successful transition 

towards stability, growth and financial health. John can look back 

at his year and feel assured that IPRA is better and stronger today 

than when he started. We are thriving! The 2012 Board had 

many meetings this year and showed a constant commitment to 

the field and the organization. I thank them for their efforts and 

look forward to serving in 2013 with our new combination of 

leaders.

One new exciting part of IPRA's transformation is that the Ethnic 

Minority Section has been renamed the “Diversity Section.” The 

section's proposal to the IPRA board to go in this new direction 

was approved. To quote that proposal, “The Diversity Section 

plans on being the leading source for all aspects of diversity in the 

park and recreation profession in Illinois and serve as a resource 

to IPRA members. We would like to tackle topics that face our 

profession ranging from women in park and recreation, the glass 

ceiling, same sex households, cultural issues that may affect 

programs and services, the multi-generation work force, 

employing individuals with disabilities, celebrating holidays while 

honoring different religions and ethnicities, changing 

demographics and diversifying the workforce to name a few.” This 

section is recruiting members now, and all IPRA members can 

join as many sections as they like with no additional fee. If you're 

interesting in working on diversity issues or learning more about 

it, please join the section by updating your profile at 

www.ilipra.org

 

Again, my thanks and congratulations to the Joint Conference 

Committee and the Operations Committee on a successful 

conference. All your work is going to culminate in a successful 

conference that we will all remember. I look forward to seeing you 

all there. 

SAVE THE DATES

For the most 
up-to-date Calendar 
of Events, please 
visit the IPRA website 
at www.ILipra.org.
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January 2013

January 03
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Therapeutic Recreation 
Section PSD Meeting  
TBD

January 10
9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
IPRA Board Meeting 
University of St. Francis
500 Wilcox St., Joliet

January 17
11:30 AM - 1:30 PM
Recreation Section 
Meeting and Discussion
Elmhurst Park District, 
Wilder Mansion 
211 Prospect, Elmhurst, IL

January 24
3 days IAPD/IPRA 
Soaring to New Heights 
Conference
Hyatt Regency Chicago

January 25
5:00 PM - 6:30 PM
IPRA Board & 
Annual Meeting
Hyatt Regency Chicago

February 2013

February 07
9:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Therapeutic Recreation 
Section Meeting & 
Discussion
TBD

February 8
1:30 PM- 3:00 PM
FM Section Meeting, 
“Kick off meeting with 
brainstorming for 
Conference,” 
Park Ridge Park District
South Park Recreation 
Center
833 Talcott Ave, 
Park Ridge 

February 13
10:00 AM-12:00 PM
Diversity Section 
Meeting, “Diversity in 
the agency and diversity 
as a profession”
Salt Creek Park District

February 14 
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Park & Natural Resource 
Management Section 
Meeting & MIPE 
Meeting Discussion – 
“Aquatics” TBA

February 21
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
IPRA Board Meeting 
IPRA Headquarters



sSTATEHOUSE INSIDER

Jason Anselment
Legal/Legislative Counsel

I S S U E S & I N S I G H T S F R O M T H E L E G A L / L E G I S L A T I V E S C E N E

thAs this issue goes to press, newly elected members of the 98  

General Assembly are participating in new legislator orientation 

sessions at the Capitol. All 118 representative and 59 senate 

seats were up for election this past November. Because of 

retirements, redistricting and even a few losses by incumbent 

legislators, 40 new legislators will take the oath of office when the 
th98  General Assembly is sworn in on January 9, 2013.

1To put this unusually high turnover in perspective, 46 legislators  

(1 in 4) who took the oath just two years ago in January 2011 are 
thnot returning to the 98  General Assembly in 2013. Many of 

these retiring legislators were close friends of the IAPD, and we 

will miss their steadfast support. 

However, it has often been said that change brings opportunity. As 
thwe look forward to the 98  General Assembly, there will be many 

opportunities for us to develop new relationships with legislators. 

The success of IAPD's advocacy efforts depends, in large part, 

upon these relationships, and we will be counting on you to build 

alliances with new members of the General Assembly.

Fortunately, IAPD recognized the coming changes more than a 

year ago. Throughout 2012, we closely monitored legislative races 

and, with the help of the Joint Legislative Committee, developed a 

strategy to ensure that our legislative efforts do not miss a beat 

during the transition. As part of this strategy, we have assembled 

a welcome packet for each new legislator that includes 

information about park, recreation and conservation agencies as 

well as the benefits they provide to our state. We are meeting 

personally with each new legislator to deliver this valuable 

information.

Your agency also plays a vital role in carrying out our strategy. For 

instance, IAPD often relies on information about your agency that 

is contained within our database. Therefore, it is critical that this 

information is always kept up-to-date. The beginning of the year is 

a good time for your agency to review the accuracy of its 

information in IAPD's database. Because of legislative 

redistricting, this is particularly true in 2013.

Identifying New Legislators

New Year Offers Opportunity to Build
Important Relationships with Legislators
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If you have not already done so, please check to make sure that 

your agency's legislative districts are still accurate within IAPD's 

database. An easy step-by-step guide for updating this information 

can be found on the following page. While you are logged into the 

database, please check to make certain that all your agency's 

financial, facility and other information is also current as we also 

rely on that information in our advocacy efforts.

If you are unsure about your current legislative or congressional 

district, you can locate it by clicking on the link at the bottom left 

rail of IAPD's homepage under “General Assembly.” The Public 

Policy section of IAPD's website also contains general information 

about the redistricting process, new legislative maps and members-

only spreadsheets that identify members of the General Assembly 

and their legislative districts. Go to www.ILparks.org and click on 

Public Policy – Advocacy Resources – Redistricting Maps to access 

this information.

If history is any guide, many of you have already started 

connecting with legislators who are new to your agency. For those 

who may be looking for ways to introduce your representative or 

senator to your agency or for ways to continue to develop an 

existing relationship, here are five easy goals to accomplish in the 

next several weeks. 

The IAPD/IPRA Conference Awards Luncheon is a premier event 

that showcases the positive impact park and recreation agencies 

have within individual communities and across the state. The 

stories and accomplishments highlighted at this event are not only 

an inspiration to those within the profession; they have an 

enormous impact on legislators as well. There may be no better 

occasion than the conference awards luncheon to obtain respect 

and understanding for the work that you do and for your agency’s 

significance to your community. 

The Outstanding Legislators of the Year are also recognized during 

the Awards Luncheon. The winning legislators are always 

appreciative of sharing the occasion with as many of their peers as 

possible, and the prestigious award is an achievement for which 

many legislators eagerly strive. 

Five Ideas for Building Relationships in the New Year 

1. Invite Your Legislator to the IAPD/IPRA Awards Luncheon

1The appointments for six of these legislators served at least 3 months during regular 
thsession in the 97th General Assembly and were elected to the 98  General Assembly 

in November 2012.



If you have not already done so, make a lasting impression by 

inviting your legislator to accompany you to the IAPD/IPRA 

Conference Awards Luncheon on January 25, 2013. 

The Joint Legislative Committee coordinates the Legislative 

Breakfast program to provide a venue for member agencies to 

hear from legislators, deliver positive messages about their 

agencies and discuss the IAPD/IPRA Legislative Platform. Like 

the Conference Awards Luncheon, these events are always well 

received by those legislators in attendance. 

As in the past, more than a dozen events are scheduled for non-

session days during the months of February and March. The 

breakfasts are held in many different regions in order to attract as 

many agencies and legislators as possible. Event details will be 

distributed at the conference, so find a Legislative Breakfast 

location near you and encourage your legislator to attend. 

The legislative breakfasts are some of my favorite events of the 

year. It is always gratifying to see so many IAPD members with 

legislators back within their legislative districts. I hope you join 

us.

Although rudimentary, always remember that the citizens who 

use your services are also your legislator's constituents. Because 

your agency provides so many programs and services, it is 

possible that your representative and senator may not be aware of 

all that your agency does to improve the quality of life within your 

community. As previously mentioned, IAPD has developed a 

welcome packet with useful information about the benefits of 

parks and recreation, but your agency may want to consider 

developing its own packet specific to your agency. 

One of the best ways to raise awareness of all that your agency 

offers is to give your legislator a personalized tour of your 

facilities. This would afford you the opportunity to explain the 

programs you offer and the vital role your legislator can play in 

helping you to deliver these services to your constituents and 

theirs.

2. Join Your Legislators at a Legislative Breakfast

3. Raise Awareness of Your Agency
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• Go to IAPD's website at www.ILparks.org
• Sign into the website using the agency's username 
   and password
• Click on “Manage Profile” on the right-hand side
• Under the “Information & Settings” section, click on 
   “Edit Bio”
• Please remember to complete all fields
• Click on “Save Changes” at the bottom

Updating Your 

Agency's Profile 

Is Easy!

Accurate information about your agency plays a vital role

in IAPD's grassroots advocacy efforts.

4. Make Sure Your Mailing List Includes Your Legislator

5. Make Sure Your Legislator Has Your Event Calendar

Resolve to Start Today

An easy way to stay in regular contact with your legislators and 

make them aware of all that your agency does within the 

community is to add them to your mailing list. I am constantly 

amazed with the quality of materials that IAPD receives from its 

member agencies. I am certain that legislators would be similarly 

impressed and appreciative of receiving this valuable information. 

Legislators welcome information about events within their 

legislative districts. Make sure your legislator receives your 

calendar of events and, when appropriate, invite them to attend. 

Your events typically provide the perfect setting to cast a positive 

light on your agency and the profession. 

 

Relationships must be nurtured and can take many years to fully 

develop. Part of IAPD's proud history is the strength of its 

grassroots advocacy program. To continue this tradition, it is 

important that each new member of the General Assembly 

understands the positive impact that park, recreation and 

conservation agencies have within the communities they 

represent. 

IAPD is counting on you to develop new friendships with each of 

the 40 new members of the General Assembly as well as those 

seasoned legislators who may be new to your particular agency. 

Do not wait to start this process. Our collective legislative success 

depends upon each of you!

Representative Daniel Biss accepts the 2012 IAPD Legislator of the Year 
Award from Chairman of the IAPD Board of Trustees Wally Frasier and IAPD 
President/CEO Peter Murphy at the IAPD/IPRA Conference Awards Luncheon. 
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Growing 
a Community 

Gardening Program
By Sameera Luthman

Virtually anyone who has ever planted a seed and watched it grow and develop into a beautiful flower or delicious food 
can attest to the tremendous sense of satisfaction that gardening can bring. Since the 1970s, the Naperville Park 
District has offered its Community Garden Plots program to provide a place for people to exercise their love for growing 
plants and food. And, through this program, something else has emerged and grown – a whole community with a 
passion for sharing its abundance. 

Originally located on the property adjacent to Naperville's Springbrook Golf Course, the plots were moved in the early 
1980s to the more centrally-located West Street, just outside of the heart of downtown. This 13.5-acre property is 
owned by the City of Naperville and leased by the Park District. A total of 527 plots are available for rent. 
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Although Naperville's Community Garden Plots always have enjoyed 
a following of gardeners who rent and tend a plot – sometimes the 
same one year after year – in 2008, the Garden Plots experienced 
resurgence directly attributable to the declining economy.  In a survey 
of Garden Plots renters conducted at the end of 2008, “source of 
food” was the primary reason that they participated in the program. 
This increased interest in community gardening also provided an 
opportunity for the Park District to expand the choices available to 
gardeners based on their suggestions. Improvements made in recent 
years include:

• The availability of half-size plots since not everyone wants or needs 
  a large plot
• The addition of organic-only plots (43 full-size; 2 half-size)
• Seven raised ADA plots added to provide for wheelchair access
• Additional water spigots to provide gardeners with closer and easier 
  access to the water source
• A partnership with the University of Illinois Extension office to 
  provide a demonstration garden as well as master gardeners to 
  assist other gardeners on site

Naperville Park District board member and master gardener Ron Ory 
is pleased to see gardening coming back into popularity, particularly 
at the Park District's Garden Plots. 

“The Community Garden Plots is well-named because community is 
such an important part of this program,” Ory explained. Ory began 
gardening in the late 80s following his retirement, and he pursued an 
Associate's Degree in horticulture. 

“It's fun and rewarding to help other gardeners. Part of that pleasure 
comes from passing along knowledge and teaching someone else 
how to garden.  That's really where the community aspect comes in.” 
Ory also is proud to see a new generation learning about gardening. 

In 2012, the Park District created its Green Thumbs program for 
preschoolers. Students in the preschool program started the garden 
before summer break. Then, the children in the Green Thumbs 
summer camp took over and began to enjoy some of the harvest. 
Finally, the preschool students starting the new school year in the fall 
completed the harvest and closed the plot for the season. 

“The Green Thumbs program was very successful in its first year,” 
explained Brad Wilson, director of recreation. “Kids like to dig in the 
mud and most love the outdoors, so what better way to teach them a 
skill like taking care of a garden while they're having fun? We look 
forward to continuing to offer this program and helping create 
tomorrow's gardeners.”

Although the most obvious direct result of gardening is plants or 
produce, the many benefits realized through the Garden Plots 
program seamlessly tie back to the mission of the Park District to 
“enrich the quality of life for the community.” Additionally, 
participating in the Garden Plots program provides gardeners with a 
whole host of physiological, psychological and social benefits 
including:

• Providing a venue for the development of gardening skills
• Being accessible to individuals with special needs
• Creating an activity that promotes exercise
• Providing a means to grow healthy food at a low cost
• Preserving green space within the community

“It's fun and rewarding to help other gardeners. Part of that 
pleasure comes from passing along knowledge and teaching 
someone else how to garden.  That's really where the 
community aspect comes in.”



Perhaps one of the best loved aspects of Naperville's Garden Plots 
program is the fact that it's something that can be experienced and 
enjoyed by people of all ages. With 507 of the 527 plots rented in 
2012, it was estimated that more than 1,000 individuals 
participated in gardening in some way during the season. 

“Gardening is a family affair,” explained Wilson. “Parents, kids and 
even grandparents are out there any day of the week tending to their 
plots and enjoying the experience with one another. Gardening is a 
very social activity.” 

The Garden Plots also are like a neighborhood, and there's good and 
bad that can come with that. 

“The gardeners get to know one another over the course of a season 
or after several years of tending the same plot,” said Wilson. “Most of 
the time it's fine, but there are times when the 'neighbors' don't 
necessarily get along. Sometimes we need to step in and help settle 
disputes about maintenance, encroachment and other issues.”

One of the ways that the Park District has made improvements to 
settling some of these neighborly issues is through their volunteer 
program, which has grown tremendously in the last few years. It also 
has become a great asset to the Garden Plots program. In 2011, the 
Garden Plots Ambassadors program was created using volunteers 
who were passionate about gardening. These volunteer gardeners 
monitor the condition of the plots, answer gardeners' questions and 
work with District staff to resolve maintenance issues.  

“We're always looking for new and better ways to do things and 
creatively use our volunteers,” explained Lynnette Hoole, volunteer 

coordinator.  “In 2012 we created the 'Weed Mob' – a group of 
gardeners that go through the plots and help the gardeners weed. 
The idea is that these volunteers will assist in keeping the 
maintenance under control for gardeners who need help. Hopefully 
that will lead to fewer abandoned plots while minimizing issues 
between gardeners.”

Volunteers help once the gardening season gets underway, but the 
District's Parks Department is an integral part of the process, getting 
the plots ready in the pre-season and closing them down following 
the harvest. In early spring, the plots are disked through a contract 
with a nearby farmer. Then, the Parks staff takes over tilling the plots 
and marking and staking the individual plots. Throughout the season, 
the staff mows the aisles and the spaces around the gardens. They 
also mow over approximately 8% of plots each season that have been 
abandoned by renters. 

“Garden plot abandonment isn't a huge problem,” Wilson explained, 
“but it's still an issue that needs to be resolved on a case-by-case 
basis. Sometimes the gardener has things that come up in their 
personal life, and they just can't stay on top of their gardening 
maintenance. Other times, the job is just too big for them to do.”

Another important aspect of Naperville's Community Garden Plots is 
the way it helps give back to the community. Several years ago, a 
food donation kiosk was added onsite where gardeners can donate 
extra produce to benefit the individuals and families who use the 
services of local food pantry Loaves & Fishes. Donations have 
increased significantly over the past few years, and in 2012, 
gardeners donated more than two tons of food, which had a positive 
effect on the food pantry. 
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“We appreciate the partnership of the Naperville Park District, and 
we are immensely grateful to the wonderful gardeners,” explained 
Jody Bender, community relations director of Loaves & Fishes. 
“Their dedication in ensuring Loaves & Fishes receives this food 
speaks to their true community spirit. We emphasize access to 
fresh, nutritious foods, so these donations of fruits and vegetables 
help our families live healthier lives.” 

Further enhancements to the Garden Plots program are planned in 
the coming years, integrating more involvement of the University 
of Illinois Extension. 

“The plan is to continue to develop learning centers with more 
demonstration gardens to give people the tools to tend to their 
own yards and gardens,” Ory explained. Future demonstration 
gardens could include shade gardens and tree and shrub gardens. 

“If I were to sum up the benefits that the Community Garden Plots 
provide the community, it comes down to economy, ecology, 
environment, beauty and the satisfaction of doing it yourself.”

Sameera Luthman is the director of marketing and 
communications for the Naperville Park District with 
responsibility for managing all district communications as well as 
overseeing the organization's brand. She can be reached via e-
mail at sluthman@napervilleparks.org.

About the author

Thinking about starting a garden plots 
program?

Naperville Park District's Community 
Garden Plots By the numbers:

Although providing space for community gardening might 
sound rather simple, there are several issues that need to 
be considered. Once the challenges are understood, your 
agency can establish processes and guidelines to manage 
the program effectively:

• Develop a registration process.
• Implement a communications plan aimed at keeping 
  gardeners informed nearly all year long.
• Monitor the status of the garden plots throughout the 
  season. 
• Plan for and make staff available to maintain the 
  perimeter of the plots throughout the season.
• Determine the guidelines and expectations for plot 
  maintenance and communicate these to the gardeners. 
  Likewise, be prepared to manage abandoned plots.
• Understand that garden plots most likely will never make 
  money. Adopt a philosophy that they are provided as a 
  community service, and any associated revenues will not 
  offset all program costs.

• Full-sized plots are 19’x30’, and half-sized plots are 
  19’x15’
• Total number of garden plots: 527 comprised of 462 full-
  size and 58 half-size and 7 ADA plots
• Total number of organic plots: 43 full-size and 2 half-size
• Over 500 plots are rented each year
• Approximately 93% of renters are Naperville residents

WebXtra

Rescue 911 — 
An Emergency Mutual Aid 

Plan 
When a storm raged through Reed-Keppler Park last 
summer, Jesse Felix, Superintendent of Parks for the West 
Chicago Park District, had an emergency plan in place. But 
the execution of his plan required additional manpower and 
equipment to deal with the aftermath of the powerful storm 
– more than 160 trees uprooted or snapped in half. Find out 
how multiple agencies came together to secure the area, 
clear away the debris and save as many trees as possible.

Would your agency participate in a Regional Natural Disaster 
Plan if one was implemented in your area? Visit our website 
to read more about the West Chicago Park District's response 
to the storm and their plan for coordinating regional and 
statewide disaster plans. 

Read the Full Story Online
Visit IAPD's website, ILParks.org, and from the left column, 
select Publication / IP&R Magazine / WebXtras
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BY ERIKA YOUNG

Although last summer's record high temperatures and low rainfall amounts 
made gardening a challenge, the green-thumbed gardeners at the St. Charles 
Park District's community garden plots found a novel way of dealing with 
extra vegetables they harvested. Faced with too many tomatoes or a plethora 
of peas, gardeners donated their surplus produce to those for whom fresh 
vegetables are a mealtime luxury. 

Through a unique cooperative program between the Park District and the 
Northern Illinois Food Bank, excess crops were donated to the NIFB's Geneva 
office for distribution through various programs that deliver food to the area's 
hungry. 

COMMUNITY 
GARDEN PLOTS 

PROVIDE PRODUCE 
FOR FOOD BANK



   w w w . I L p a r k s . o r g   J a n u a r y / F e b r u a r y 2 0 1 3   1 9

Located at both Primrose Farm Park and James O. Breen Community Park, nearly 500 garden plots are 
available for use by private individuals. At each site, the Park District installed informative signs describing 
the program and provided baskets where donations could be deposited. Produce was collected every 
Tuesday evening and safely stored inside Park District facilities in food-grade-approved containers donated 
by community gardener Sue Davis, of Jersey Mike's Subs in Lake-in-the-Hills. Park District staff delivered 
the donated goods to the NIFB every Wednesday morning.

“We usually have an abundance of food in our gardens that we are not always able to harvest, so this is 
such a great way to give the extra produce to someone who really needs it,” says Davis. “I love knowing 
that our harvest went to a local food bank, run by volunteers who distribute it into the local area – our 
community!”

Inspired by the national “Plant a Row for the Hungry” campaign, a public service initiative launched in 
1995 by the Garden Writers Association Foundation, the Park District contacted those individuals 
maintaining community garden plots and encouraged them to plant extra rows of peas, onions, potatoes or 
beans that could be harvested and donated throughout the summer to the NIFB. Gardeners who did not 
wish to specifically plant an additional row of crops for this cause were invited to donate whatever excess 
vegetables they produced. 

“Obtaining fresh, quality produce for the more than 60,000 hungry neighbors Northern Illinois Food Bank 
serves each week can be challenging. We are extremely grateful to the gardeners who were gracious 
enough to share their abundance. The donations we received helped provide quality nutrition for our 
hungry neighbors who may not otherwise have been able to enjoy fresh fruits and vegetables,” said Steve 
Ericson, Director of Food Procurement for the Northern Illinois Food Bank.

For more information on the St. Charles Park District's Community Gardens donation drive, contact Pam 
Otto at 630-513-4399.

Erika Young is the Public Relations and Marketing Manager of the St. Charles Park District.
About the author

Considering 
offering garden 
plots? Here's what 
you need:

Good Water Source

Ample Parking

A Plan

Staff Involvement

Placing water hydrants with 
spigots strategically between 
plots is essential. The use of a 
watering can is highly 
recommended to conserve water 
and get extra exercise. In an 
effort to reduce the amount of 
wasted water, it is 
recommended to discourage or 
disband the use of hoses or 
sprinklers.

Gardeners need to haul plants, 
tools and equipment to and from 
their sites, so it is important that 
they be allowed to park in close 
proximity to their plots or have 
driveway (gravel or grass) access 
along roadways.

Spring is the perfect time to 
rototill and prepare the plots for 
planting. Gardeners like to have 
plenty of time to grow all of their 
goodies. Weather permitting, an 
April 1 start date is suggested. 
It's also recommended that your 
organization take the 
responsibility of rototilling in the 
spring and fall for the opening 
and closing of the growing 
season.

Communication is key. One staff 
person should be dedicated to 
handle any concerns or 
questions regarding the 
program. Occasional, and 
sometimes frequent, reminders 
are needed. For example, 'You 
are sharing this space with 
others who have your same 
passion. Please keep landscape 
waste to a minimum.'

Most popular vegetables 
in U.S. gardens
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Joliet Park District Takes 

Approach to Community Gardening
By Kristen Gurnitz Bernier

“The Joliet Park District Organic 
Community Garden offers a place for our 
residents to be stewards of the 
environment while providing fresh and 
healthy food for families.”
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Today, more than any other time in our history, Americans 
have lost our connection to where our food comes from and 
how it's grown. On average, food travels 1,500 miles from 
the farm to our dinner plate. Most of the food found at 
typical chain grocery stores is grown using pesticides, 
herbicides and fungicides. These conventional methods 
cause damage to our air, soil and water quality, not to 
mention our health.

The Joliet Park District Organic Community Garden offers a 
place for our residents to be stewards of the environment 
while providing fresh and healthy food for families.

In 2011, nearly 74 acres of land were acquired from the 
state, and while 20 acres were used for a soccer complex 
for youth sports, the remaining 8-acre parcel was approved 
as the area's largest community garden. The decision to 
operate as an organic garden grew out of concern for the 
gardeners, surrounding residents and the earth itself.

The Joliet Park District Organic Community Garden 
provides the opportunity to educate gardeners and the 
greater community about where food comes from and how 
it can be grown without the use of chemical and synthetic 
pesticides, fungicides and herbicides. 

When the program launched in 2012, the response was 
overwhelming. More than 130 families from Joliet and 
surrounding communities took advantage of 169 plots. The 
park district established funding for a water source through 
gardening classes, plot fees and some small corporate 
donations.

The community garden is about more than just plots. The 
Joliet Park District, in partnership with the University of 
Illinois Extension Services, also hosted 17 garden-related 
classes last year. Classes such as Composting 101, 
Canning Basics, Plotting Your Plot and Dirt 101 created 
learning opportunities for many of the gardeners.

Currently, the Joliet Park District is pursuing additional 
funding in order for the Organic Community Garden to 
become and stay sustainable. The first priority is an 
underground well. Additionally, we would like to build a 
roofed garden structure to allow for classes, presentations, 
lectures, social gatherings and special events to be held, 
regardless of the weather.

Also on the list of future purchases is a cistern to catch and 
store rainwater. Not just a source of water at the garden, a 
cistern also provides an opportunity for gardeners and 
residents to learn about water re-use and rainwater 
harvesting systems.

Based on the interest and enthusiasm in the first year, we 
expect continued growth in the years to come. 

“I had the opportunity to meet some of the gardeners, and 
I've learned so much,” says Pat Bell, a local resident and 
gardener. “I have to say the garden was my 'peaceful place' 
and I'll be thinking over the winter about what I'm going to 
plant next season.”

About the author
Kristen Gurnitz Bernier is the Organic Community Garden 
Coordinator and a Graphic Designer at the Joliet Park 
District as well as a first-time gardener. She also teaches 
raw food classes at the park district.



In Memoriam

Coloma Township Park District 
Commissioner Leo J. Nardini, 76, 
died Dec. 9, 2012, at the University 
of Wisconsin Hospital in Madison. 
Elected in 1971, Leo served more 
than 41 years as a member of the 
board, including many years as its 
president. Executive Director Mike 
Sterba describes Leo as “an amazing 
man who was very accomplished and 
well-respected in the community.” 
His restaurant, Gig’s Pizza, was a 

popular family destination following local sporting events and a fixture in 
the community from the 60s through the 80s. Leo was passionate about 
all aspects of the park district while always cognizant of the taxpayers. 
“He was tremendously community oriented, and while he never sought 
the limelight himself, he wanted the park district to be recognized for its 
accomplishments,” Sterba said. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be 
made in Leo’s name to the Coloma Township Park District.

Bloomingdale 
Names Director 
of Parks and 
Planning 

The Bloomingdale Park 
District welcomed Joe 
Potts, director of parks 
and planning, in 
October. Joe has a 
varied background in 
both parks and 
recreation services, and 
most recently, he served 
as director of 
development and 

communications for Blue Ridge Conservancy in Boone, North 
Carolina. Previously, he was Executive Director at the 
Alleghany Wellness Center in Sparta, N.C. and Superintendent 
of Operations in Urbana. 

Naperville Park 
District Earns State 
Accreditation 

The Illinois Distinguished 
Park and Recreation 
Accreditation Committee 
recently voted unanimously 
to confirm the Naperville 
Park District as an Illinois 
Distinguished Park and 
Recreation Accredited 

Agency. The committee's announcement at the November 19 
meeting was the final step in a nine-month evaluation process 
that involved staff in all areas of operations. 

“We are extremely pleased to have achieved state 
accreditation as well as national accreditation,” said Executive 
Director Ray McGury.  Approximately one year ago, the 
Naperville Park District became one of only two park districts 
in Illinois to have earned national accreditation through the 
Commission for Accreditation of Park and Recreation Agencies 
(CAPRA).  

St. Charles Park District 
Appoints New 
Commissioner To Fill 
Empty Seat

Long-time St. Charles resident Jean 
Cabel was sworn in as 
Commissioner by the St. Charles 
Park Board to fill the opening left 
vacant by the passing of John “Jack” 
Kerr. Jean is currently employed by 
Community Unit School District 303 
as Assistant Principal of Haines 
Middle School. 

“I'm passionate about the youth in 
our community and any services, 

facilities or programs that we can provide to support their growth and 
development,” she said. “I'm also interested in supporting activities for 
active adults and seniors to enhance their quality of life.”

Jean's term will run through April 2013.

Want to submit news from your 
agency for People & Places?
E-mail information and jpegs to editorialdept@ILparks.org.  
Jpegs should be 300 dpi at about 2 inches tall. 

Want to Read More? 
Keep up with the latest milestones, new hires, promotions 
and award-winners in the Illinois park and recreation 
industry online. Visit our website, www.ILparks.org, and 
click on the Publications tab on the left. Select IP&R 
Magazine and then People and Places.
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Skokie Names 
Assistant 
Superintendent of 
Recreation

Jon Marquardt, CPRP, was 
recently named the new 
Assistant Superintendent of 
Recreation for the Skokie 
Park District. He was 
promoted to this position 
after six years as the facility 
manager for the district's 
Weber Leisure Center. 

Jon graduated from Elmhurst 
College with a Bachelor's 

Degree in kinesiology. He is a certified park and recreation 
professional (CPRP) and serves on the National Recreation and 
Park Association's CPRP exam committee. He also holds 
certifications in sports administration, sports first aid, coaching 
principles, personal training, CPR, and AED (automated external 
defibrillator) instruction. 

PEOPLE & PLACES

Superintendent 
of Recreation 
Services Joins 
Crystal Lake 
Park District

Kim Buscemi joined the 
Crystal Lake Park 
District as the new 
Superintendent of 
Recreation Services. Her 
responsibilities include 
the supervision of four 
full-time Recreation 
Supervisors, as well as 
the planning, 

organization and delivery of recreation services and programs 
for the Crystal Lake Park District. Kim has a Bachelor's Degree 
from Eastern Illinois University in Recreation and Business. 
She brings more than 22 years of experience, most recently 
as the Superintendent of Facilities at the Elk Grove Park 
District. Prior to that, she served as Superintendent of 
Recreational Programs for the Elk Grove Park District.

Champaign 
County Forest 
Preserve 
District Names 
Site 
Superintendent

The Champaign County 
Forest Preserve District 
named Doug Sanders, 
CPRP, as the new site 
superintendent for the 
Lake of the Woods, 
River Bend and 
Sangamon River Forest 
Preserves. Doug earned 

his degrees at the University of Illinois and is a Certified Park 
and Recreation Profession. He is a member of the National 
Recreation and Park Association and the American 
Association of Health, Physical Education, Recreation and 
Dance. He has served in a number of recreation positions 
throughout the Champaign community, including positions 
with the Urbana Park District, the Champaign Park District, 
and the Champaign County YMCA. 
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                                     Two Agencies Earn 
                                      CAPRA 
                                       Accreditation

                                                    The National Recreation 
                                                  and Park Association 
                                                 (NRPA) announced that the 
                                              Chicago Park District and the 
                                           Waukegan Park District became 
                                     two of only 17 park and recreation 
                             agencies accredited by the Commission 
for Accreditation of Park and Recreation Agencies (CAPRA) this 
year. This distinguished accomplishment was announced during 
the 2012 NRPA Congress and Exposition held in Anaheim, CA.

National accreditation through CAPRA is an extensive multi-year 
process, which includes the completion of an application and 
detailed self-assessment report, a site visit by a committee of 
experienced park and recreation professionals, and a final 
assessment completed by the agency and the Commission. 
Accreditation requires agencies to respond to 144 standards 
representing elements of effective and efficient park and recreation 
operations. To become accredited, agencies must fully meet 36 
standards deemed fundamental to a quality agency and at least 92 
of the remaining standards.

CAPRA accreditation is the only national accreditation for park and 
recreation agencies, and is a measure of an agency’s overall quality 
of operation, management and service to the community. 
Accreditation is valid for a period of five years. Congratulations to 
both the Chicago Park District and the Waukegan Park District on 
this outstanding accomplishment.
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Romeoville, IL 60406
630-771-1310 PH
630-771-1301 FX
tom@aquapure-il.com 
www.aquapure-il.com 

HALOGEN SUPPLY 
COMPANY, INC.
Rich Hellgeth
4653 W. Lawrence Ave.
Chicago, IL 60630-2532
773-286-6300 PH
773-286-1024 FX
rhellgeth@halogensupply.com 
www.halogensupply.com 

RENOSYS CORPORATION
2825 E. 55th Place
Indianapolis, IN 46220
800-783-7005 PH
317-251-0360 FX
info@renosys.com
www.renosys.com

SPEAR CORPORATION
Sam Blake
PO Box 3
Roachdale, IN 46172
800-642-6640 PH
765-522-1702 FX
sblake@spearcorp.com
www.spearcorp.com

COWHEY MANHARD
A Manhard Consulting Division
Hubert J. Loftus
700 Springer Drive
Lombard, IL 60148
630-925-1125 PH
630-691-8585 FX
hloftus@manhard.com
www.manhard.com

DEWBERRY
Daniel Atilano
25 S. Grove Ave., Ste. 500
Elgin, IL 60120
847-841-0571 PH
847-695-6579 FX
datilano@dewberry.com 
www.dewberry.com 

DLA ARCHITECTS
Dave Dillon
Two Pierce Place
Suite 1300
Itasca, IL 60143
847-742-4063 PH
847-742-9734 FX
d.dillon@dla-ltd.com
www.dla-ltd.com

ACCOUNTANTS

AQUATICS

ARCHITECTS/
ENGINEERS

ERIKSSON ENGINEERING 
ASSOCIATES
Michael Renner
145 Commerce Drive, Suite A
Grayslake, IL 60030
847-223-4804 PH
847-223-4864 FX
mrenner@eea-ltd.com
www.eea-ltd.com 

ESI CONSULTANTS, LTD. 
Joseph Chiczewski
1979 N. Mill Street, Suite 100
Naperville, IL 60563
630-420-1700 PH
630-420-1733 FX
jchiczewski@esiltd.com 
www.esiltd.com

FARNSWORTH GROUP, INC.
Christine Kleine
7707 N. Knoxville Ave., Suite 100
Peoria, IL 61614
309-689-9888 PH
309-689-9820 FX
ckleine@f-w.com 
www.f-w.com 

FGM ARCHITECTS
John Dzarnowski
1211 W. 22nd St.
Oak Brook, IL 60523
630-574-8300 PH
630-574-9292 FX
johnd@fgmarchitects.com 
www.fgmarchitects.com 

GEWALT-HAMILTON 
ASSOC., INC.
Robert Hamilton
850 Forest Edge Dr.
Vernon Hills, IL 60061-3105
847-478-9700 PH
847-478-9701 FX
rhamilton@gha-engineers.com 
www.gha-engineers.com 

PHN ARCHITECTS
Doug Holzrichter
2280 White Oak Circle
Suite 100-B
Aurora, IL 60502
630-665-8400 PH
630-665-8450 FX
doug.h@phnarchitects.com
www.phnarchitects.com

RATIO ARCHITECTS
Brian DeMuynck
10 E. Chester St.
Champaign, IL 61820
217-352-7696 PH
217-352-7831 FX
bdemuynck@ratioarchitects.com
www.ratioarchitects.com

STANTEC 
Tom Palansky
2335 Hwy 36 West
St. Paul, MN 55113
651-636-4600 x4900 PH
651-636-1311 FX
tom.palansky@stantec.com 
www.stantec.com 

STUDIO 222 ARCHITECTS
Tim Schmitt
222 S. Morgan St., Suite 4B
Chicago, IL 60607
312-850-4970 PH
312-850-4978 FX
tschmitt@studio222architects.com
www.studio222architects.com

WILLIAMS ARCHITECTS, LTD.
450 E. Gundersen Dr.
Carol Stream, IL 60188
630-221-1212 PH
630-221-1220 FX
williams@williams-architects.com
www.williams-architects.com

W-T ENGINEERING, INC.
Troy Triphahn
2675 Pratum Ave.
Hoffman Estates, IL 60192-3703
224-293-6333 PH
224-293-6444 FX
troytriphahn@cdg-llc.com 
www.wtengineering.com

ANCEL, GLINK, DIAMOND, 
BUSH, DICIANNI & 
KRAFTHEFER, P.C.
Robert Bush
140 South Dearborn Street
Chicago, IL 60603
312-782-7606 PH
312-782-0943 FX
rbush@ancelglink.com 
www.ancelglink.com 

BROOKS, TARULIS, SCHAFFER 
& TIBBLE, LLC
Rick Tarulis
101 N. Washington Street
Naperville, IL 60540
630-355-2101 PH
630-355-7843 FX
rtarulis@napervillelaw.com 
www.napervillelaw.com

CHAPMAN AND CUTLER
Lynda Given
111 W. Monroe St.
Chicago, IL 60603-4080
312-845-3814 PH
312-576-1814 FX
given@chapman.com 
www.chapman.com 

FRANCZEK RADELET P.C.
Chris Johlie
300 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 3400
Chicago, IL 60606
312-786-6152 PH
312-986-9192 FX
caj@franczek.com
www.franczek.com

HERVAS, CONDON & 
BERSANI, P.C.
Michael Bersani
333 Pierce Road, Suite 195
Itasca, IL 60143
630-773-4774 PH
630-773-4851 FX
mbersani@hcbattorneys.com
www.hcbattorneys.com

HINSHAW & CULBERTSON LLP
Gina Madden
14 West Cass St., Third Floor
Joliet, IL 60432
815-726-5910 PH
815-726-0353 FX
gmadden@hinshawlaw.com
www.hinshawlaw.com 

HODGES, LOIZZI, 
EISENHAMMER, RODICK & 
KOHN LLC
Robert Kohn
3030 W. Salt Creek Ln., Ste. 202
Arlington Heights, IL 60005-5002
847-670-9000 PH
847-670-7334 FX
rkohn@hlerk.com
www.hlerk.com

ATTORNEYS

BROWN, HAY & STEPHENS, LLP
Daniel K. Wright
205 S. Fifth Street
Springfield, IL 62701
217-544-8491 PH
217-544-9609 FX
dwright@bhslaw.com
www.bhslaw.com

LAVELLE LAW, LTD.
Kerry Lavelle
501 W. Colfax
Palatine, IL 60067
847-705-7555 PH
847-705-9960 FX
klavelle@lavellelaw.com 
www.lavellelaw.com 

OTTOSEN BRITZ KELLY COOPER 
& GILBERT, LTD.
Shawn Flaherty
1804 N. Naper Blvd., Suite 350
Naperville, IL 60563
630-682-0085 PH
630-682-0788 FX
sflaherty@obkcg.com 
www.obkcg.com 

TRESSLER LLP
Steven Adams
Willis Tower, 22nd Floor
Chicago, IL 60606
312-627-4168 PH
312-627-1717 FX
sadams@tresslerllp.com 
www.tsmp.com 

GOLD MEDAL PRODUCTS CO.
Pete Bakala
450 N. York Rd.
Bensenville, IL 60106
800-767-5352 PH
630-860-5980 FX
pbakala@gmpopcorn.com
www.goldmedalchicago.com 

CORPORATE CONSTRUCTION 
SERVICES
Michael Rink or Douglas Rink
1323 Butterfield Rd., Suite 110
Downers Grove, IL 60515
630-271-0500 PH
630-271-0505 FX
ccs@corporateconstruction
services.com
www.corporateconstruction
services.com

E. COONEY ASSOCIATES, INC.
Ed Cooney PhD., P.E.
359 Webster Ave.
Elmhurst, IL 60126
630-834-0754 PH
630-834-1528 FX
ed@ecooney.com 
www.ecooney.com 

HENRY BROS CO.
Marc Deneau

th9821 S. 78  Ave.
Hickory Hills, IL 60457
708-430-5400 PH
708-430-8262 FX
info@henrybros.com 
www.henrybros.com 

LAMP INCORPORATED
Ian Lamp
PO Box 865
Elgin, IL 60121-0865
847-741-7220 PH
847-741-9677 FX
ilamp@lampinc.com
www.lampinc.com 

LEOPARDO COMPANIES, INC.
Michael Behm or Emily Portugal
5200 Prairie Stone Parkway
Hoffman Estates, IL 60192
847-783-3000 PH
847-783-3001 FX
MWBehm@leopardo.com 
www.leopardo.com 

CONCESSION 
EQUIPMENT & 
SUPPLIES

CONSTRUCTION 
MANAGEMENT

NORWALK CONCRETE 
INDUSTRIES
Jeff Malcolm
80 Commerce Drive
Norwalk, OH 44857
800-733-3624 PH
419-663-0627 FX
jmalcolm@nciprecast.com
www.nciprecast.com

THE GEORGE SOLLITT 
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
David Binkley
790 North Central Avenue
Wood Dale, IL 60191
630-860-7333 PH
630-860-7347 FX
dbinkley@sollitt.com
www.sollitt.com

V3 COMPANIES
Ed Fitch
7325 Janes Ave.
Woodridge, IL 60517
630-729-6329 PH
630-724-9202 FX
efitch@v3co.com 
www.v3co.com
 

EXECUTIVE SERVICE CORPS
Jo Posselt
25 East Washington St., 
Ste 1500
Chicago, IL 60602
312-580-1840 PH
312-580-0042 FX
jo.posselt@esc-chicago.org
www.esc-chicago.org

POO FREE PARKS
Bill Airy
1127 Auraria Parkway
Suite 8
Denver, CO 80204
303-295-2928 PH
888-458-9316 FX
bill@poofreeparks.com 
www.PooFreeParks.com 

GEORGE WILLIAMS COLLEGE OF 
AURORA UNIVERSITY
Kailley Harmon
350 Constance Blvd.
Williams Bay, WI 53128
262-245-8586 PH
262-245-8505 FX
kharmon@aurora.edu
www.aurora.edu/gwc 

CONSULTANTS

DOG PARKS

EDUCATION

ILLINOIS PADDLING COUNCIL
Roger Schamberger
Park & Forest Preserve Districts
120 E. Townline Road
Lena, IL 61048
815-238-7888 PH
rscham@hotmail.com
www.illinoispaddling.org

ALL PAWS PET WASH
Heather Steines
8642 Route 20
PO Box 98
Garden Prairie, IL 61038
800-537-8231 PH
815-544-4353 FX
ccsi@ccsiusa.com
www.allpawspetwash.com

An        represents a donation to Friends of Illinois Parksf
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LANDSCAPE 
SERVICES/
SUPPLIES

COBALT
Ken Hinze
1111 N. Centerville Rd.
Sturgis, MI 49091
269-651-3681 PH
269-651-3652 FX
khinze@cobaltrubber.com
www.cobaltrubber.com 

DK ORGANICS
Andrew Mariani
725 N. Skokie Hwy
Lake Bluff, IL 60044
847-234-5499 PH
847-615-9783 FX
amariani@dkorganics.com
www.dkorganics.com

GOODMARK NURSERIES LLC
Michael Scheitz
8920 Howe Rd.
Wonder Lake, IL 60097
815-653-9293 PH
815-728-0977 FX
mike.scheitz@goodmark
nurseries.com 
www.goodmarknurseries.com 

HOMER INDUSTRIES, LLC
Todd Hahn
14000 S. Archer Ave.
Lockport, IL 60441
815-838-0863 PH
815-838-0863 FX
todd@homertree.com
www.homerindustries.com 

KAFKA GRANITE
Dan Steidl
550 E. Hwy 153
Mosinee, WI 54455
800-857-7415 PH
715-687-2395 PH
kafka@kafkagranite.com
www.kafkagranite.com

MCGINTY BROS., INC. 
LAWN AND TREE CARE
Brian McGinty
3744 E. Cuba Rd.
Long Grove, IL 60047
847-438-5161 PH
847-438-1883 FX
brian@mcgintybros.com 
www.mcgintybros.com 

THE MULCH CENTER
James Seckelmann
21457 Milwaukee Ave.
Deerfield, IL 60015
847-459-7200 PH
847-229-0219 FX
jim@mulchcenter.com
www.mulchcenter.com

PRO AP PRODUCTS 
by FRICK SERVICES, INC.
Tim Kehoe
700 Heartland Drive, Unit W
Sugar Grove, IL 60554
630-768-7227 PH
timkehoe@pro-ap.com
www.pro-ap.com

TURFACE ATHLETICS
Heather Rohde
750 Lake Cook, Ste. 440
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089
847-215-3454 PH
847-215-0577 FX
hrohde@profileproducts.com
www.profileproducts.com 

ENERGY 
MANAGEMENT

ENTERTAINMENT

EXERCISE 
EQUIPMENT

CONSOLIDATED ELECTRICAL 
DISTRIBUTORS
Ethan Fackler
310 County Line Rd.
Bensenville, IL 60106
847-769-3301 PH
efackler@cedchicagoland.com
www.cedchicagoland.com

ENERGY RESOURCES CENTER, 
UNIVERSITY OF IL AT CHICAGO
Salvatore Rinaldi
1309 S. Halsted Street (MC 156)
Chicago, IL 60607
312-996-2554 PH
312-996-5620 FX
samr@uic.edu
www.erc.uic.edu 

SEVEN UTILITY MANAGEMENT 
CONSULTANTS
Dale Snyder
7704 Oakridge Rd.
North Little Rock, AR 72116
501-835-3142 PH
866-546-8561 FX
dsnyder@sevenutility.com 
www.sevenutility.com

TRANE
Laura McGettrick
7100 S. Madison
Willowbrook, IL 60527
630-734-6033 PH
laura.mcgettrick@trane.com
www.trane.com
 

RON & SANDIE SHOW
Ron Camron
723 Shoreline Circle
Schaumburg, IL 60194
630-237-4278 PH
Rons2g@aol.com
http://roncamron.com 

SAFARI LAND
Giovanna D'Alessandro/
Carole Holland
701 W. North Ave.
Villa Park, IL 60181
630-530-4649 PH
630-530-7539 FX
giod1@comcast.net
www.safariland.com 

2ND WIND EXERCISE 
EQUIPMENT
Liz White
7585 Equitable Drive
Eden Prairie, MN 55344
952-544-5249 PH
952-544-5053 FX
ewhite@2ndwindexercise.com
www.2ndwindexercise.com

PROFESSIONAL FITNESS 
CONCEPTS, INC.
Brian Fonseca
521 Vera Court
Joliet, IL 60436
815-741-5328 PH
815-741-5352 FX
brian@pfc-fitness.com 
www.pfcfitnessequipment.com 

BRIAN WISMER 
ENTERTAINMENT INC.
Brian Wismer
770 Castlewood Lane
Deerfield, IL 60015
847-236-9499 PH
847-236-1107 FX
brian@funwizz.com
www.funwizz.com

FINANCE

FLOORING

 
CHASE BANK
Andreas Sambanis
100 E. Higgins Rd. FL 2N
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
847-228-2713 PH
866-779-0192 FX
andreas.x.sambanis@chase.com 
www.chase.com 

EHLERS & ASSOCIATES INC.
Steve Larson
550 Warrenville Rd. Suite 220
Lisle, IL 60532-4311
630-271-3330 PH
630-271-3369 FX
slarson@ehlers-inc.com 
www.ehlers-inc.com 

LAUTERBACH & AMEN, LLP
Ron Amen
27W457 Warrenville Rd.
Warrenville, IL 60555
630-393-1483 PH
630-393-2516 FX
ramen@lauterbachamen.com 
www.lauterbachamen.com 

MESIROW FINANCIAL, INC.
Peter Koukos
610 Central Ave. Ste. 200
Highland Park, IL 60035
847-681-2380 PH
312-595-6988 FX
pkoukos@mesirowfinancial.com 
www.mesirowfinancial.com 

ROBERT W. BAIRD
John Piemonte
300 East 5th Avenue
Naperville, IL 60523
630-778-2633 PH
630-778-9179 FX
jpiemonte@rwbaird.com 
www.rwbaird.com

SIKICH LLP
Fred Lantz
1415 W. Diehl Rd., Suite 400
Naperville, IL 60563
630-566-8400 PH
630-566-8401 FX
flantz@sikich.com
www.sikich.com 

SPEER FINANCIAL, INC.
David Phillips
One North LaSalle, Suite 4100
Chicago, IL 60602
312-780-2280 PH
312-346-8833 FX
dphillips@speerfinancial.com 
www.speerfinancial.com 

WILLIAM BLAIR & COMPANY
Nora Joyce
222 W. Adams Street
Chicago, IL 60606
312-364-8479 PH
312-236-0174 FX
njoyce@williamblair.com
www.williamblair.com 

FLOORS INCORPORATED
Steve Fantuzzi or Dave Byrnes
1341 Cobblestone Way
Woodstock, IL 60098
815-338-6566 PH
815-338-6679 FX
SFantuzzi@floorsinc-illinois.com
DByrnes@floorsinc-illinois.com
www.floorsinc-illinois.com 

SPORT COURT MIDWEST
Patrick Walker
1070 Entry Dr.
Bensenville, IL 60106
630-350-8652 PH
630-350-8657 FX
info@courtofsport.com 
www.courtofsport.com 

OAK LAWN PARKS FOUNDATION
c/o J. Quinn Mucker Ltd.
5210 W. 95th St., Ste. 200
Oak Lawn, IL 60453
708-425-1800 PH
708-425-2007 FX
 

JOHN DEERE COMPANY
Mark Allgaier
262 Hawthorne
Glen Ellyn, IL 60137
630-258-0384 PH
630-469-7358 FX
allgaiermarkc@johndeere.com
www.johndeere.com 

POWER EQUIPMENT 
LEASING CO.
Steve Schroeder
605 Anderson Drive
Romeoville, IL 60446-1687
815-886-1776 PH
815-886-1161 FX
steve@powerequipment
leasing.com
www.powerequipmentleasing.com

ILLINOIS PARKS ASSOCIATION 
RISK SERVICES (IPARKS)
Eddie Wood
2000 W. Pioneer Parkway
Suite 25
Peoria, IL 61615
800-692-9522 PH
309-692-9602 FX
ewood@bfgroup.com 
www.bfgroup.com 

ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF 
CENTRAL MANAGEMENT 
SERVICES
Diann Reed
201 E. Madison, Suite 3B
Springfield, IL 62702
217-524-1227 PH
217-524-7541 FX
diann.reed@illinois.gov 

PARK DISTRICT RISK 
MANAGEMENT AGENCY 
(PDRMA)
Brett Davis
2033 Burlington Avenue
Lisle, IL 60532
630-769-0332 PH
630-769-0449 FX
bdavis@pdrma.org 
www.pdrma.org 

ILLINOIS METROPOLITAN 
INVESTMENT FUND
Laura Allen
1220 Oak Brook Road
Oak Brook, IL 60523
630-571-0480 PH
630-571-0484 FX
lallen@investimet.com 
www.investimet.com 

FOUNDATIONS

HEAVY 
EQUIPMENT

INSURANCE

INVESTMENTS

PFM ASSET 
MANAGEMENT LLC
Jeffrey K. Schroeder
222 N. LaSalle, Suite 910
Chicago, IL 60601
312-523-2423 PH
312-977-1570 FX
schroederj@pfm.com
www.pfm.com 

PMA FINANCIAL 
NETWORK, INC. 
Fenil Patel

th
2135 Citygate Ln., 7  Floor
Naperville, IL 60563
630-657-6437 PH
630-718-8710 FX
fpatel@pmanetwork.com
www.pmanetwork.com 

OPENLANDS
Gerald Adelmann
25 E. Washington
Suite 1650
Chicago, IL 60602
312-427-4256 PH
312-427-6251 FX
jadelman@openlands.org 
www.openlands.org 

PIZZO & ASSOCIATES, LTD.
Susan Kuntzendorf
10729 Pine Rd.
Leland, IL 60531
815-495-2300 PH
815-498-4406 FX
info@pizzo.info 
http://pizzo.info/ 

3D DESIGN STUDIO
Dan Dalziel
529 Barron Blvd.
Grayslake, IL 60030
847-223-1891 PH
847-223-1892 FX
ddalziel@3ddesignstudio.com
www.3ddesignstudio.com 

HITCHCOCK DESIGN GROUP
Bill Inman
221 W. Jefferson Ave.
Naperville, IL 60540-5397
630-961-1787 PH
630-961-9925 FX
binman@hitchcock
designgroup.com 
www.hitchcockdesigngroup.com 

THE LAKOTA GROUP
Scott Freres

rd
212 W. Kinzie St., 3  Floor
Chicago, IL 60654
312-467-5445 PH
312-467-5485 FX
sfreres@thelakotagroup.com
www.thelakotagroup.com 

PLANNING RESOURCES, INC.
Darrell Garrison
402 W. Liberty Dr.
Wheaton, IL 60187
630-668-3788 PH
630-668-4125 FX
dgarrison@planres.com 
www.planres.com 

WRD ENVIRONMENTAL
Geoff Deigan
445 N. Sacramento Blvd
Chicago, IL 60612
773-722-9870 PH
773-722-9875 FX
gdeigan@wrdenvironmental.com 
www.wrdenvironmental.com 

LAND 
PRESERVATION

LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTS

f
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ILLINOIS BUS SALES
Robert L. Zimmerman
1216 Rand Road
Des Plaines, IL 60016
847-297-3177 PH
847-789-8592 FX
rob@bestbussales.com
www.bestbussales.com

MIDWEST TRANSIT EQUIPMENT
Tom Boldwin
146 W. Issert Dr.
Kankakee, IL 60901
815-933-2412 PH
815-933-3966 FX
tom.boldwin@midwesttransit.com 
www.midwesttransit.com 

MONROE TRUCK 
EQUIPMENT, INC.
Jim Schneider/N. Serafini
1051 W. 7th Street
Monroe, WI 53566
608-328-8127 PH
608-328-4278 FX
snowandicecontrol@monroetruck.com
www.monroetruck.com 

JAFFE FILMS, INC.
Greg Bizzaro
6135 River Bend Drive
Lisle, IL 60532
630-730-3777 PH
630-353-0887 FX
greg@jaffefilms.com 

BAREFOOT GROUP, INC.
John Wondrasek
260 E. Belvidere Road #381
Hainesville, IL 60030
847-370-1001 PH
johnw@barefootplugins.com
www.barefootplugins.com

VIDEOGRAPHY

WEB DEVELOPMENT

WHOLESALE UNIFORM GROUP
Chris Stefo
28835 N. Herky Dr., Ste. 213
Lake Bluff, IL 60044
855-984-1100 PH
847-201-9145 FX
chris.stefo@wugllc.com
www.wholesalebasebaluniforms.com 

CURRENT TECHNOLOGIES
Steven Daugherty
1423 Centre Circle
Downers Grove, IL 60515
630-388-0240 PH
630-388-0241 FX
tvinyward@currenttech.net
www.currenttech.net 

LINKS TECHNOLOGY 
SOLUTIONS, INC.
James Burke
440 East State Parkway
Schaumburg, IL 60173
847-252-7285 PH
847-574-5824 FX
jburke@linkstechnology.com
www.linkstechnology.com

CALL ONE
Bob Kintz
123 N. Wacker, 7th Floor
Chicago, IL 60606
312-496-6693 PH
312-681-8301 FX
www.callone.com 
rkintz@callone.com

ENTERPRISE FLEET MANAGEMENT
Sam Denton
395 Roosevelt Road
Glen Ellyn, IL 60137
630-534-7783 PH
708-360-9128 FX
samuel.c.denton@efleets.com
www.efleets.com 

TECHNOLOGY

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

TRANSPORTATION

KIDS FIRST SPORTS 
SAFETY, INC.
Morgan M. Singel
220 Main St.
Lemont, IL 60439
630-257-5438 PH
630-257-1433 FX
m.singel@kidsfirstsports.net
www.kidsfirstsports.net

HOVING PIT STOP, INC.
Ken Hoving
2351 Powis Road
West Chicago, IL 60185
630-377-7000 PH
630-377-1095 FX
ken@khoving.com
www.khoving.com  

PERENNIAL PARK PRODUCTS
Tiffany Bachmann
885 Church Rd.
Elgin, IL 60123
847-289-8383 PH
847-289-8382 FX
tiffany@epsplasticlumber.com 

HERSCHEL'S SUPPLY CO.
Tom Tucker or Connie Henderson
304 Rusche Ln.
Creve Coeur, IL 61610
309-698-8081 PH
309-699-0946 FX
herschels1@aol.com
www.BillyBarreldiscgolf.com

SPORTABLE SCOREBOARDS
Daniel Fukuhara
106 Max Hurt Drive
Murray, KY 42071
270-759-1600 PH
danielfukuhara@scoreboard1.com
www.sportablescoreboards.com 

SITE 
FURNISHINGS

SPORTING 
GOODS

LIGHTING

OFFICE EQUIPMENT

PARKS & 
PLAYGROUNDS

SAFETY 
PROGRAMS

MUSCO SPORTS LIGHTING
Gail Cressley
1150 Powis Road
West Chicago, IL 60185
630-876-9654 PH
641-673-4852 FX
gail.cressley@musco.com 
www.musco.com 

TECHLINE SPORTS LIGHTING, LLC
Mike Helton
15303 Storm Drive
Austin, TX 78734
800-500-3161 PH
512-977-8882 FX
mike@sportlighting.com
www.sportlighting.com

KONICA MINOLTA BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
Dana Drury
2001 Butterfield Road, Suite 900
Downers Grove, IL 60515
630-271-6917 PH
630 271 0700 FX
dana.drury@kmbs.konicaminolta.us
www.kmbs.konicaminolta.us

CUNNINGHAM RECREATION
Bill Patterson
2135 City Gate Ln, Ste. 300
Naperville, IL 60563
800-942-1062 PH
630-554-3750 FX
bill@cunninghamrec.com
www.cunninghamrec.com 

HOWARD L. WHITE & 
ASSOCIATES, INC.
Loren Thorstenson
PO Box 5197
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089
847-870-7745 PH
847-870-7806 FX
loren@howardlwhite.com 
www.howardlwhite.com 

NUTOYS LEISURE PRODUCTS
Jennifer Samanich
915 Hillgrove
PO Box 2121
LaGrange, IL 60525
708-526-6197 PH
708-579-0109 FX
jennifers@nutoys4fun.com
www.nutoys4fun.com 

TEAM REIL INC.
John Cederlund
17421 Marengo Rd.
Union, IL 60180
888-438-7345 PH
815-923-2204 FX
john@getreil.com 
www.getreil.com 

CHAINSAW SAFETY 
SPECIALISTS, LLC
Jim Olive or Lee Schauman
N 20580 LaFave Drive
Fence, WI 54120
715-360-5187 PH
jimolive4501@yahoo.com
www.chainsawsafetyspecialists.com
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BEE LINE VENDING FOR 
HEALTH, LLC

BMO HARRIS N.A.

CEDAR FOREST PRODUCTS

CHARLES VINCENT GEORGE 
ARCHITECTS

CHICAGO SOUTHLAND 
CONVENTION & VISITORS 
BUREAU

COMMERCIAL RECREATION 
SPECIALISTS, INC

CONSERVATION DESIGN 
FORUM

Jamie Van Vuren
955 Busse Road
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
Tel: (847)378-8758
Fax: 847-378-8766
jamie@beelineimage.com
www.vendingforhealth.com

Jim Grammas
111 W Monroe St, 5C
Chicago, IL 60603-4096
Tel: (312)461-7895
Fax: (312)293-5811
jim.grammas@harrisbank.com

Mr. Mark Johnson
P.O. Box 98
1008 S. Division
Polo, IL 61064
Tel: (815)946-3994
Fax: (815)946-2479
cfpinfo@cedarforestproducts.com
www.cedarforestproducts.com

Bruce George
604 N. Washington Street
Naperville, IL 60563
Tel: 630-357-2023
Fax: 630-357-2662
bgeorge@cvgarchitects.com

Kim Kislowski
2304 173rd Street
Lansing, IL 60438
Tel: 708-895-8200

415 Investment Ct
Verona, WI 53593
Tel: 608-848-8781
cpetty@crs4rec.com
www.crs4rec.com

Jason Cooper
185 South York Street
Elmhurst, IL 60126
Tel: (630) 559-2000
Fax: (630) 559-2030 
jcooper@cdfinc.com
www.cdfinc.com

CUNNINGHAM RECREATION

DERBY LITE, LLC

DEWBERRY

EHLERS AND
 ASSOCIATES, INC.

ELANAR CONSTRUCTION

ENGINEERING RESOURCE 
ASSOC.

Scott Cunningham
PO BOX 240981
Charlotte, NC 28224-0981
Tel: (800)438-2780
Fax: (704)525-7356
scott@cunninghamrec.com
www.cunninghamrec.com

Mr. Barbara Dolan
410 N Humphrey Ave
Oak Park, IL 60302-2474
Tel: (708)359-0159
queenb@derbylite.org
www.DerbyLite.org

Daniel Atilano
25 S Grove Ave Ste 500
Elgin, IL 60120-6400
Tel: (847)847-0571
Fax: (847)742-4571
datilano@dewberry.com
www.dewberry.com

Mr. Steve J. Larson
550 Warrenville Road, 
Suite 220
Lisle, IL 60532-4311
Tel: (630)271-3330
Fax: (630)271-3369
slarson@ehlers-inc.com
www.ehlers-inc.com

Ross Burns
1739 Chestnut Avenue
#500
Glenview, IL 60025
Tel: 847-657-0404
Fax: 847-657-0303
ross@elanar.com
www.elanar.com

Mr. William J. Pearch
3S701 West Ave Ste 150
Warrenville, IL 60555-3264
Tel: (630)393-3060
Fax: (630)393-2152
wpearch@eraconsultants.com
www.eraconsultants.com

FCAI - FINISHING 
CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION 
OF ILLINOIS

FGM ARCHITECTS INC.

FITZGERALD LIGHTING & 
MAINTENANCE CO. INC.

FLEX COURT 
INTERNATIONAL, INC.

FRANCZEK RADELET P.C.

FRESH ISLAND 
BEVERAGE CO.

Mark Palmer
1991 W Downer Place
Aurora, IL 60506
Tel: 630-264-7880
Fax: 630-264-7988
mark@fcaofillinois.org
www.fcaofillinois.org

Mr. John J. Dzarnowski
1211 W. 22nd Street-Suite 705
Oak Brook, IL 60523
Tel: (630)574-8300
Fax: (630)574-9292 
johnd@fgmarchitects.com
www.fgmarchitects.com

David Fitzgerald
1585 Beverly Court, Suite 104
Aurora, IL 60502
Tel: (630)513-7147
Fax: (630)513-6872
dave@fitzgeraldlighting.com
www.fitzgeraldlighting.com

Mats Jonmarker
PO Box 741
Kewanee, IL 61443
Tel: (309) 852-0899
Fax: (309) 852-2499
matsj@flexcourt.com
www.flexcourt.com

Chris  Johlie
300 S Wacker Drive
Suite 3400
Chicago, IL 60606
Tel: 312-786-6152
Fax: 312-986-9192
caj@franczek.com
www.franczek.com

Jimmy Chinn
155 Wheeling Road
Wheeling, IL 60090
Tel: 847-520-0330
Fax: 847-520-0404
jim@freshisland.com
www.freshisland.com

GLI SERVICES, INC., 
DBA GEORGE'S 
LANDSCAPING, INC.

GOLD MEDAL-CHICAGO

GREAT LAKES LANDSCAPE 
CO., INC.

GREEN-UP LANDSCAPE, INC

HEY AND ASSOCIATES, INC.

HITCHCOCK DESIGN GROUP

KI FURNITURE

George W. Petecki Jr.
1410 Mills Rd
Joliet, IL 60433-9561
Tel: (815)774-0350
Fax: (815)774-0352
george@georgeslandscaping.com
www.georgeslandscapinginc.com

Pete Bakala
450 N. York Rd.
Bensenville, IL 60106
Tel: (630)860-2525
Fax: (630)860-5980
pbakala@gmpopcorn.com

Mr. Kevin J. Harynek
434 E. Devon Avenue
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
Tel: (847)439-3737
Fax: (847)439-1943
grtlakesls@aol.com

Bernie Schroeder
13520 S. Budler Road
Plainfield, IL 60544
Tel: (815)372-3000
Fax: (815)372-3005
brs@green-up.com
www.green-up.com

Tim J. Pollowy
26575 W Commerce Dr
Suite 601
Volo, IL 60073
Tel: 847-740-0888
Fax: 847-740-2888
volo@heyassoc.com
www.heyassoc.com

Bill J. Inman
221 W. Jefferson
Naperville, IL 60540
Tel: (630)961-1787
Fax: (630)961-9925
binman@hitchcockdesigngroup.com
www.hitchcockdesigngroup.com

Jim Heyden
PO Box 4135
St Charles, IL 60174
Tel: (847)867-7898
jim.heyden@ki.com
www.ki.com
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LAMP INCORPORATED

LAUTERBACH & AMEN, LLP

LET'S PLAY! (M2 POLYMER 
TECHNOLOGIES)

MB FINANCIAL BANK

MELROSE 
PYROTECHNICS, INC.

MESIROW FINANCIAL

MONITOR PRODUCTIONS

Ian Lamp
460 N. Grove Avenue
Elgin, IL 60120
Tel: (847)741-7220 (305)
Fax: (847)741-9677
lamp@lampinc.net

Ronald Amen
27W457 Warrenville Road
Warrenville, IL 60555
Tel: (630)393-1483
Fax: (630)393-2516
ramen@lauterbachamen.com

Martin Matushek
PO Box 365
West Dundee, IL 60118
Tel: 847-836-1393
Fax: 847-836-6483
martin@m2polymer.com
www.numuddyfields.com

Tom Canzoneri
363 W. Ontario St
Chicago, IL 60654
Tel: 312-279-6407
Fax: 312-279-6386
tcanzoneri@mbfinancial.com

Robert Kerns
P.O. Box 302
Kingsbury, IN 46345
Tel: (219)393-5522
Fax: (219)393-5710
bob@melrosepyro.com
www.melrosepyro.com

Pete Koukos
610 Central Ave
Highland Park, IL 60035-3216
Tel: (847)681-2380
Fax: (847)681-2407
pkoukos@mesirowfinancial.com
www.mesirowfinancial.com

Richard Hines
110 E Main St
Wyanet, IL 61379-4510
Tel: (815)699-2424
monitor110@hotmail.com
monitorproductions.com

MORTON ARBORETUM, THE

MUSCO LIGHTING, INC.

NATIONAL ALLIANCE FOR 
YOUTH SPORTS

PDRMA

PHN ARCHITECTS

PIZZO & ASSOCIATES, LTD.

PLAYWORLD PREFERRED

Lisa Wisner
4100 Illinois Route 53
Lisle, IL 60532
Tel: (630)719-7958
Fax: (630)719-7956
lklisner@mortonarb.org

Doug Miller
1150 Powis Rd
West Chicago, IL 60185
Tel: (630)920-6701
Fax: (630)876-9654 
promotions@musco.com
www.musco.com

Kate Dilworth
2050 Vista Parkway
West Palm Beach, FL 33411
Tel: (561)684-1141
Fax: (561)684-2546
marketing@nays.org
www.nays.org

Dane Mall
2033 Burlington Ave
Lisle, IL 60532-1646
Tel: (630)769-0332
Fax: (630)435-8999
dmall@pdrma.org
www.pdrma.org

Douglas Holzrichter
2280 White Oak Circle
Suite 100-B
Aurora, IL 60502
Tel: (630) 665-8400
Fax: (630) 665-8450
doug.h@phnarchitects.com
www.phnarchitects.com

Susan Kuntzendorf
PO BOX 98
Leland, IL 60531-0098
Tel: (815)495-2300
Fax: (815)498-4406
susank@pizzo.info

Cathy Coutinho
13504-G South Point Blvd
Charlotte, NC 28273
Tel: (800)459-7241
Fax: (704)583-0074
cathy@playworldpreferred.com
www.playworldpreferred.com

POSSIBILITY PLACE NURSERY

PRAIRIE FORGE GROUP

REC BRANDS OF NORTHERN 
IL/PLAY & PARK STRUCTURES

RILEY CONSTRUCTION
CO., INC

ROSE PAVING COMPANY

SEH, INC.

Kelsay Shaw
7548 W Monee-
Manhattan Road
Monee, IL 60449
Tel: 708-534-3988
Fax: 708-534-6272
kelsay@possibilityplace.com
www.possibilityplace.com

Cheryl Koeritz
300 Cardinal Drive
Suite 160
St Charles, IL 60175
Tel: (630) 221-0671
Fax: (630) 221-0118
cjkoeritz@p-fgroup.com
www.prairieforgegroup.com

Patrick Puebla
4516 21st Avenue
Moline, IL 61265
Tel: (309) 339-0536
ppuebla@recbrandsgroup.com
www.playandparkstructures.com

Barbara Riley
5301 99Th Ave
Kenosha, WI 53144-7870
Tel: (262)658-4381
Fax: (262)605-2103
barbr@rileycon.com
www.rileycon.com

Candace Johnson
7300 W 100Th Pl
Bridgeview, IL 60455-2414
Tel: (708)430-1100
Fax: (708)430-9100
cjohnson@rosepaving.com
www.rosepaving.com

Gregg Calpino
9200 Calumet Avenue
Suite N300
Munster, IN 46321
Tel: (219) 513-2503
Fax: (219) 513-2501
gcalpino@sehinc.com
www.sehinc.com

SIGNATURE DESIGN 
GROUP INC.

SMITHGROUP JJR, LLC

SPEER FINANCIAL, INC.

SPRI PRODUCTS

STUDIO 222 ARCHITECTS LLC

SUNDEK OF ILLINOIS, INC.

TEAM REIL

Greg Sagen
604 N Washington St
Naperville, IL 60563-3199
Tel: (630)305-3980
Fax: (630)305-3994
greg@sgntgroup.com

Paul Wiese
35 E. Wacker Drive, Suite 2200
Chicago, IL 60601
Tel: (312)641-0510
Fax: (312)641-0668
paul.wiese@jjr-us.com

David Phillips
One North LaSalle, Suite 4100
Chicago, IL 60602
Tel: (312)780-2280
Fax: (312)346-8833
dphillips@speerfinancial.com

Lizz Erickson
1769 Northwind Blvd
Libertyville, IL 60048
Tel: (800) 222-7774
Fax: (303) 648-5418
lizz.erickson@spri.com
www.spri.com

Bridget Fallon
222 S Morgan St Ste 4B
Chicago, IL 60607-3093
Tel: (312)850-4970
Fax: (312)850-4978
bfallon@studio222architects.com
www.studio222architects.com

Mr. Jake Olson
3810 Industrial Avenue
Rolling Meadows, IL 60008
Tel: (847)392-3939
Fax: (847)392-8844 
jaykz33@yahoo.com
www.sundekofillinois.com

Mr. Mike Cederlund
17421 Marengo Rd
Union, IL 60180-9692
Tel: (815)923-2099
Fax: (815)923-2204
mike@getreil.com
www.getreil.com
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THE AT GROUP, INC.

THE LAKOTA GROUP

THE MULCH CENTER

THE PLAY COMPANY, LLC

TYLER TECHNOLOGIES

USTA/MIDWEST SECTION

VERMONT SYSTEMS, INC.

Jerry Aulisio
7 N Wisner Street
Park Ridge, IL 60068
Tel: (847)692-7515
Fax: (847) 630-7932
jaulisio@theatgrp.com
www.theatgrp.com

Mr. Scott Freres
212 W Kinzie St Fl 3
Chicago, IL 60610
Tel: (312)467-5445
Fax: (312)467-5484
info@thelakotagroup.com
www.thelakotagroup.com

Jim Seckelmann
21457 N Milwaukee Avenue
Deerfield, IL 60015
Tel: (847)459-7200
laura@mulchcenter.com
www.mulchcenter.com

Daniel Brenman
PO Box 275
Millspring, NC 28756
Tel: 800-872-1319
danielbrenman@gmail.com
www.airspacesolutions.com

Alan Davis
5519 53rd Street
Lubbock, TX 79414
Tel: 630-587-6926
Fax: (806) 797-4849 
alan.davis@tylertech.com
www.tylertech.com

Mr. Jeff Giles
1310 E 96Th St
Indianapolis, IN 46240-3689
Tel: (317)577-5130
Fax: (317)577-5131 
jeff@midwest.usta.com

Kathy Messier
12 Market Place
Essex Junction, VT 5452
Tel: (877)883-8757
Fax: (802)879-5368
sales@vermontsystems.com
www.vermontsystems.com

WIGHT & COMPANY

WILLIAMS ARCHITECTS, LTD.

WILLS BURKE KELSEY & 
ASSOCIATES

WINTRUST FINANCIAL

Mr. Stephen Collins
2500 N. Frontage Road
Darien, IL 60561-1511
Tel: 630-739-6703
Fax: (630)969-7979
scollins@wightco.com
www.wightco.com

Karen Lellios
500 Park Blvd
Suite 800
Itasca, IL 60143
Tel: (630)221-1212
Fax: (630)221-1220
ktlellios@williams-
architects.com
www.williams-architects.com

Mr. William M. Donnell
116 W Main St Ste 201
St Charles, IL 60174-1854
Tel: (630)443-7755
Fax: (630)443-0533
bdonnell@wbkengineering.com
www.wbkengineering.com

Aimee Briles
6262 S. Route 83
Willowbrook, IL 60527
Tel: (630)560-2120
Fax: (866)854-2115
abriles@wintrust.com
www.wintrust.com
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