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FROM THE EDITOR

When I became Publications 

Director last September, I 

was new to not only the 

Illinois Association of Park 

Districts but to the field of 

parks and recreation as a 

whole. My experience in 

journalism and the 

legislature showed me the 

importance of parks and 

outdoor activity, but I had (and have) a lot to learn. 

Diving into preparations for the annual IAPD Best 

of the Best awards gala in my first month on the 

job was a great way to start. Agencies from all over 

the state were recognized for their dedication to 

improving the quality of life for the people of 

Illinois. Preparing for the event helped me not only 

learn about Illinois' excellent park and recreation 

system, but also about how parks and facilities 

have changed over the years. 

We recognized a huge milestone at the gala last 

year; the Peoria Park District, the oldest and largest 
thpark district in Illinois, celebrated its 125  

anniversary. This district was established before the 

use of electricity, cars or telephones was 

widespread and today couples technology with 

features like a zoo, children's museum and 

botanical gardens. Likewise, the gala celebrated 

agencies that are embracing change in their 

facilities through green practices, community 

partnerships and innovative uses of space. 

In this issue, we explore top trends in recreation in 

Reimagining Facilities and Parks for a New Decade 

on page XX. New Concepts to Encourage Outdoor 

Health and Wellness for All Ages on page XX 

details some exciting ways to change the way we 

play outside. And Accessibility Is a Four-Letter 

Word…When Done Wrong on page XX shares 

information on accessibility laws and regulations so 

agencies can make sure their facilities are 

compliant. 

As we enter a new decade, it's hard to say what the 

future of parks and recreation will look like. But, if 

the people I've met so far are any indication, it's 

safe to say Illinois will be at the forefront of it. 

— Liz Mitchell, Editor





gGET ON BOARD

Peter M. Murphy, Esq., CAE, IOM
IAPD President and CEO
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Developing the Leader Within
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One of the foundational principles of IAPD is to foster and 
promote continuous learning.  

Life-long learning is the key to developing as a leader and a 
board member.  Illinois is unique as park and recreation 
services are overseen by locally elected officials with a wide 
variety of backgrounds. Yet these boards have a like-minded 
commitment to community, nature, open space and health and 
wellness.  

The formula for the success we see across Illinois in these 
endeavors is the ability to govern effectively. This skillset needs 
to be tuned up periodically so that park districts, forest 
preserves and conservation agencies can keep up with the fast-
paced changes in demographics, societal needs and trends in 
recreation.  

To this end, IAPD is introducing its very popular 2020 
Leadership Institute. For those who attend, I can guarantee a 
game-changing experience. 

Bill Graham is our presenter this year and is someone who I 
have personally seen teach the keys to great leadership, game 
changing communication and making an impact on 
interpersonal relationships. 

Bill Graham has helped people find powerful ways to tell their 
stories: in theatres, on television, in the office, and in the 
boardroom. Today, Bill helps people communicate better as 
leaders, managers, educators and elected officials through 
keynotes, seminars and workshops.

Bill spent over a decade directing and producing at Olney 
Theatre in Olney, MD. There, he practiced communicating, not 
just in front of theatre audiences, but also before planning 
boards, county councils and the state legislature. 
 
For another decade, he served as Director of Creative Affairs 
for Procter & Gamble Productions, producers of the longest 
running shows in the history of television. Head writers that he 
developed, and their writing teams, won Emmy Awards for 
Best Writing 5 of the last 7 years he was at P&G. While at 
P&G, he began his next career as a speaker and trainer, 
including collaborating with Arch Lustberg, one of the great 
gurus in the world of communications.

Bill is on the faculty of the US Chamber of Commerce's 
Institute for Organization Management, the Council of State 
Government's legislative leadership programs, and he has 
served on the faculties of New York University's Tisch School 
for Hospitality, Tourism and Sports Management, and Seton 
Hall University's Leadership Communication program.

thThe IAPD Leadership Institute begins on May 14  with a 
seminar followed by three webinars and ending in September 
with a final seminar. I invite you to participate and continue 
your commitment to life-long learning.

A brief overview follows:
 
Seminar 1: Improve Your Likeability " Improve Your Impact   
May 14, 6 p.m. – 9 p.m. 

What is the impact of your likeability on your ability to 
communicate and accomplish your goals? You hire, elect and 
listen to the people you like, right? If you don't like them; you 
don't listen, and the law of reciprocity means if you are not 
likeable, they won't either.  

This program will guide you in becoming the best “you,” so that 
you can make positive, likable connections through effective 
communication strategies.

Learning Outcomes:
Ÿ Remove your walls: understand the impact of what people 
   see and hear
Ÿ Develop professional trust: learn the signals of competence 
   and confidence
Ÿ Create focus: Use stories to change the way you connect 
   and communicate   

Those who learn and 
apply their knowledge 
faster than the 
competition are the 
ones best positioned 
to thrive.



Webinar 1: Messaging and the Media in Crisis  
Thursday, June 18th, 11 a.m. – Noon

Great messages are not just remembered. They are repeated.  
Ÿ What makes a good message? 
Ÿ What makes a message repeatable?
Ÿ In times of crisis, how do you communicate your message to 
   the media? 

In this webinar, Bill Graham will share simple steps for 
creating powerful messages and outline the tools necessary for 
delivering your messages through today's challenging media.

Learning Outcomes:
Ÿ Learn six steps for crafting repeatable messages.
Ÿ Take away a prep list for success with tough interviews.
Ÿ Get tips to make on-camera interviews work for you.

Webinar 2: High Focus Communication for Face2Face 
and Email  

rdThursday, July 23 , 11 a.m. – Noon 

“What do you think?” That's a trick question!  Most people 
don't really care.  If you want people to listen to you, you need 
to talk to them about them.  They are what interests them. So, 
craft what you say from their point of view. 

This program will help you learn the small, focused changes 
that you can make to get people interested in what you say. 
You will discover how the same techniques work for email 
communication as well.  

Learning Outcomes:
Ÿ Learn how to craft what you say … to reflect their world. 
Ÿ Recognize the power of your pronoun choices.   
Ÿ Discover how high focus can get people to read your email.  

 
Webinar 3: Your Board and Your Strategic Plan

thThursday, August 13 , 11 a.m.  –  Noon 

Mission: Where we are going.  Strategic Plan: The roadmap for 
getting there.  

A strategic plan is a tool that a board uses to keep their agency 
and staff on course. The staff manages the journey. They decide 
the details of the trip.  

Board members and staff have important and distinct 
responsibilities, and problems usually occur when 
responsibilities are confused. This webinar will review many of 
the structures and concepts that can help board members 
successfully achieve their mission.

Learning Outcomes:
Ÿ Understand your board's value, role and responsibilities. 
Ÿ Learn your strategic plan's value for keeping all stakeholders 
   in their lane and helping everyone stay focused on the 
   mission.
Ÿ Review pitfalls and precautions for boards and strategic 
   planning.
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Seminar 2: Driving the Future of your Agency: Vision, 
Leadership and Engagement 
September 17, 6 p.m. – 9 p.m.

Leaders are tasked with envisioning the best possible future 
and creating a plan to motivate and inspire others to 
overcome obstacles in order to make that future a reality. This 
program will help you gain perspectives and learn techniques 
for creating a successful future for your community.

Learning Outcomes:
Ÿ Recognize the power of being mission-focused while driving 
   toward your goal 
Ÿ Understand key factors for affecting change through 
   recognition, trust and culture
Ÿ Practice and learn techniques for engaging with all 
   stakeholders.

I encourage you to take advantage of all of IAPD's 
educational offerings this year. They are specifically tailored 
to meet your needs and continue to develop the outstanding 
leader that you are.

 

2020 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
AND MEETINGS

Tuesday, March 10
Legislative Breakfast
Champaign County Forest 
Preserve District

April/May
Flying 4 Kids Sake

Tuesday, April 28
Parks Day at the Capitol
Illinois State Capitol

April 28-29
Legislative Conference
Crowne Plaza Hotel
Springfield, IL

Thursday, May 14
2020 IAPD Leadership 
Institute
Improve Your Capabilities  
Improve Your Impact
Park Ridge Park District's 
Prospect Park
Park Ridge, IL

Monday, June 1
Cary Park District Golf Tour
Foxford Hills Golf Club
Cary, IL

Thursday, June 18
IAPD Leadership Institute
Webinar #1: Messaging and the 
Media in Crisis

Thursday, July 16
IAPD Leadership Classic
Hoffman Estates Park District's 
Bridges of Poplar Creek Country 
Club
Hoffman Estates, IL

Thursday, July 23
IAPD Leadership Institute
Webinar #2: High Focus 
Communication for Face-to-Face 
and Email

Thursday, August 13
IAPD Leadership Institute
Webinar #3: Your Board and 
Your Strategic Plan

Saturday, August 22
Conservation Day at the 
Illinois State Fair
Springfield, IL

Monday, August 24
Fox Valley Park District Golf 
Tour
Orchard Valley Golf Course
Aurora, IL

Thursday, September 17
IAPD Leadership Institute
Driving the Future of your 
Agency: Vision, Leadership and 
Engagement
Park Ridge Park District's 
Prospect Park
Park Ridge, IL

Friday, October 16
2020 Best of the Best Awards 
Gala
Wheeling Park District
Chevy Chase Country Club
Wheeling, IL

Thursday, November 5
Legal Symposium
McDonald's U/Hyatt Lodge
Oak Brook, IL
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you enjoyed the new Municipal Roundtable session and the 
fireside chat with Kyle Schulze, the “Deaf Ninja”' from 
“American Ninja Warriors.” 

We formed a Board of Regents to oversee our Road Show 
program, along with our partner, Western Illinois University, 
ensuring that the in-person education we bring to each region 
meets members' needs.

Unplug Illinois Day debuted in July 2019. We will be 
expanding the Unplug Illinois program this year with our 
partner, a5 Marketing and Branding, and expanding Unplug 
Illinois Day on July 11, 2020 to include many more agencies 
statewide.

Our educational programs have gone national! Our webinar 
series now allows our sister state associations to offer our 
program to their members. Nine states have signed on to 
partner with us in 2020!  

We represented IPRA nationally. IPRA was a finalist for a 
national public relations award for our “75 Stories” 
publication. We presented on behalf of IPRA at numerous 
conferences. Further, we were featured in national industry 
publications four times. 

We supported students, faculty, and universities. We rolled 
out free dues for faculty. IPRA and IPRF each donated 
$1,500 to support the organization that accredits park and 
recreation university programs, COAPRT. We also worked with 
Western Illinois University to publish a new Career Toolkit for 
professionals. The toolkit is available for members on our 
website to help you plan your careers.  

EYE ON THE PROFESSION
A C L O S E R L O O K A T T R E N D S A N D I S S U E S I N T H E P A R K A N D R E C R E A T I O N P R O F E S S I O N

For those who missed the IAPD/IPRA Conference or the IPRA 
Annual Business Meeting held at conference, I wanted to 
share with you the highlights of the presentations made. 
Before I do so, I realized at conference this year that some 
commissioners who are new don't know what IPRA is all 
about. In short, IPRA is the association for park and 
recreation professionals and IAPD is the association for 
commissioners and the agency as a whole. Jointly we serve 
the park and recreation community in Illinois and share our 
joint conference and this joint magazine.

2019 was a great year for IPRA! We celebrated our 75th 
anniversary! I spent the year traveling Illinois, meeting with 
members as part of the “75 Conversations Tour.” My rules 
were to meet with any many individuals as possible, to never 
count more than 2 people in a room towards my goal of at 
least 75, and to ensure the focus of the tour was on listening 
to members. In total, I met with 147 individuals this year, 
nearly doubling my goal of 75, in addition to the many 
others who were part of the tour but exceeded my “two in a 
room” rule. I want to thank each person who shared their 
time and thoughts with me. I greatly enjoyed the tours of 
your parks, trails, zoos, facilities, playgrounds, and our 
conversations. Your suggestions have already been 
incorporated into our strategic plan. With your feedback, 
IPRA will become even better.

Our financial health has never been stronger. In fact, our 
turnaround story has been featured in national publications 
and I have presented our story several times for outside 
associations. 

The Illinois Park and Recreation Foundation gave back to the 
field through student and professional scholarships. IPRF 
also sponsored ProConnect and Joint Section Education.

We formed a Diversity Leadership Task Force, focused on a) 
creating enhanced career opportunities for individuals of 
diverse backgrounds, b) providing resources for agencies who 
wish to become a more welcoming environment, and c) 
ensuring IPRA is a welcoming place for all people. 

We advanced the conference, creating the new Unplug and 
Play Space, introduced our mascot, Parker the Chipmunk, 
and we created new session formats. For example, we hope 
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IPRA Annual Update
By Debbie Trueblood, CAE
IPRA Executive Director
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IPRA announced our 
three new partnerships 
with PlayCore, 
Sourcewell, and National 
Fitness Campaign. 



We continued our partnership with University of St Francis for 
our ProConnect mentoring program and changed ProConnect 
to better meet your needs. 

Membership numbers are at an all-time high. We have kept 
dues low for everyone, and have invested in programs and 
benefits to better serve you. We are grateful for the volunteers 
who support these programs. We couldn't do it without you. 
The result is that membership satisfaction has now reached 
98. % satisfied!  7

As we turn the calendar to 2020, we will be forming a new 
task force to identify new member benefits for professionals 
at forest preserves and conservation districts. 

We will be hosting a job fair for to help you hire part time, 
seasonal staff, and interns. 

HR Source has published the newest edition of the annual 
salary survey including more job , titles and it is available via 
the IPRA website.

We will be entering a new playground matching grant cycle 
with our partner Play ore and their affiliates Gametime and C
Cunningham Recreation. The grant cycle and related five, free 
educational programs statewide will be starting the first week 
of March. Thank you for your ongoing partnership. To date, 
more playgrounds have been installed in Illinois through this 
program than any other state.  We have a friendly competition
with California to keep this title. 

We are thrilled to announce a new partnership with 
Sourcewell. They are a government entity who offers a 
cooperative purchasing program, with over 300 awarded 
vendors on contract. They have 50,000 members nationally 
and they conduct competitive bidding. Thank you for your 
partnership. We are so excited about this new partnership. 

We are also thrilled to announce  partnership with the our
National Fitness Campaign, or NFC. They are a health 
initiative based around the idea of installing outdoor “fitness 
courts” on the same footprint of tennis courts. NFC will 
award up to 10 agencies in Illinois a $ k grant towards 25
their fitness court . NFC will also help agencies with purchase
fundraising. We look forward to this collaboration. Thank you, 
NFC.

Together, these three partnerships represent a combined 
potential of $95,000 for IPRA and IPRF over the next two 
years. We are so grateful for these partners. Their support for 
IPRA and our members will allow us to keep costs down for 
you, subsidize programs, and create new member benefits. 

In summary, we've had a great year and I look forward to 
2020 as we Learn, Connect, and Inspire together! Thank 
you.

   w w w . I L i p r a . o r g  M a r c h / A p r i l 2 0 2 0   9

Upcoming Events

May 7, 2020

Park Pursuit 
Palatine

The 14th Annual Park Pursuit, 
sponsored by IRPA's Recreation (REC) 
Section, is modeled after the Emmy 
Award-winning reality television series 
'The Amazing Race'. The event 
provides park district professionals 
with the opportunity to engage in a 
half-day race where team building, 
healthy competition, and recreation 
take center stage. The objective is for 
teams to complete a series of mental 
and physical challenges in a race to 
finish the course ahead of the 
competition. Recreational and 
Competitive divisions are available, so 
there is something for everyone.

Various dates

CPRP Prep Courses
Chicago

Certified Park and Recreation 
Professional, or CPRP, is a national 
certification program through the 
National Recreation and Park 
Association, and it is designed for park 
and recreation professionals that wish 
to put their career on the path to 

success. Achieving and maintaining this 
nationally recognized certification 
illustrates a commitment to professional 
growth as well as an intricate 
understanding of key concepts within 
the field of parks and recreation. The 
exam prep program consists of four 
classes that will train and prepare 
participants to sit for the CPRP exam. 
Each class consists of learning modules 
that cover different areas of the exam: 
Human Resources, Communications, 
Finance, Programming, and Operations. 
Come learn and network with aspiring 
CPRP's and join an elite group of 
professionals that have committed to 
advancing the field of parks and 
recreation.

July 11, 2020

Unplug Illinois Day 
State-wide

On Saturday, July 11, 2020, communities 
across Illinois will celebrate Unplug 
Illinois Day! People will ditch their 
electronic devices and 'unplug' to enjoy 
everything their local park and 
recreation agencies have to offer. 
Unplug Illinois encourages people to get 
out, unplug, play, and engage with each 
other through experiences at local park 
and recreation agencies.

For details and registration, please visit the IPRA 
event calendar at ILipra.org
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Jason Anselment
Legal/Legislative Counsel

I S S U E S & I N S I G H T S F R O M T H E L E G A L / L E G I S L A T I V E S C E N E

stAs this issue goes to press, the second year of the 101  General 
Assembly is well underway with legislators having introduced 
thousands of new bills since the beginning of the calendar year. 
When added to the number of bills that were filed last year, 
there are now more than 9,700 total bills that have been filed in 

stthe 101  General Assembly. 

IAPD has spent many hours reviewing the details of each of 
these bills for their potential impact on park districts, forest 
preserves, conservation, recreation and special recreation 
agencies, and we are currently tracking more than 900 bills. 
Throughout the Spring Session, we will also be reviewing 
hundreds of amendments to these bills and updating our bill 
tracking list.

As always, IAPD will keep members updated on the latest 
developments during the Spring Session through Legislative 
Updates and Alerts, but it is important to note that members 
can also stay connected through our “Bill Tracker” on the IAPD 
website. In addition to the current status of all legislation we are 
tracking, important legislative deadlines and legislative 
awareness events are also easily accessible 24-hours a day, 7 
days a week through the Legal & Legislative Update hyperlink 
on the IAPD homepage at ILparks.org.

IAPD Platform Addition
The IAPD Legislative Platform is a two-year platform that spans 
the two-year cycle of the General Assembly. With the support of 
the IAPD membership, all seven IAPD Platform bills were 
already approved and signed into law during the first year of the 

st101  General Assembly. This year, we have added one 
additional platform initiative.

HB 4405 (Burke, K.) / SB 2956 (Manar, A.) will clarify that 
OSLAD grant agreements may be extended for a period longer 
than two years to allow grantees to complete approved projects 
and receive reimbursement. Historically, the Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources routinely granted extensions, but the 
current OSLAD grant manual indicates that the Department 
believes they are unable to grant extensions to the two-year 
agreement.

While the two-year grant term limitation is not an issue for most 
OSLAD grants, unforeseen circumstances such as weather 

Spring Session Underway With
Thousands of New Bills Introduced
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delays, the seasonal timing of a grant award, or contractor 
disputes could trigger the need for an extension to an OSLAD 
grant agreement to allow for project completion. This IAPD 
platform initiative will address any confusion regarding the 
ability to extend OSLAD grants in the future.

Other Newly Introduced Bills with the 
Potential to Impact the IAPD Membership
While it is still too early in the legislative process to know 
which proposals will have support to move forward this 
spring, the bills below provide a small sample of those we are 
closely tracking because of the potential impact on IAPD 
member agencies. As a reminder, all bills that were not signed 

stinto law or vetoed during the first year of the 101  General 
Assembly are also still viable, so we are continuing to closely 
track those bills as well. 

HB 4062 (McDermed, M.) amends the Abused and 
Neglected Child Reporting Act to add “youth athletic program 
workers” to the list of mandated reporters and defines "youth 
athletic program worker" to mean an individual performing 
services for a youth athletic program including, but not limited 
to, coaches, doctors, and program employees. The bill would 
also require a youth athletic program to have a background 
check performed for each such worker by a reputable, 
licensed third-party vendor to include driving records and 
multijurisdictional state, county and federal criminal records 
searches. 

HB 4241 (Walker, M.) would amend the PTELL to limit the 
exclusion for new property from the limiting rate calculation to 
only 50% of the value rather than 100% beginning with levy 
year 2021.

HB 4415 (DeLuca, A.) would attempt to address the 
longstanding problem caused by unfunded mandates by 
making any future unfunded mandate void and unenforceable 
if the mandate necessitates additional expenditures from local 
government revenues unless the General Assembly makes 
necessary appropriations to implement the mandate. 

HB 4454 (Robinson, L., Jr.) would require governmental 
units to adopt an ordinance or resolution establishing a policy 
of diversity, inclusion, and cultural competence training.
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HB 4494 (Ugaste, D.) amends the Bond Authorization Act to 
provide that the authority of a public corporation to levy taxes 
in connection with the payment of bonds or other evidences 
of indebtedness ceases upon the maturity date of the bond or 
other evidence of indebtedness or upon the discharge of the 
debt, whichever comes first. 

HB 4580 (Wehrli, G.) would require all open meetings to be 
audio recorded by the public body, and the recordings 
maintained for at least one year after the date of the meeting 
for which the recording was made. 

HB 4652 (Mazzochi, D.) would require all taxing districts, 
other than financially distressed school districts, to annually 
certify their levy on or before the third Tuesday in December 
rather than the last Tuesday in December.

HB 4691 (Keicher, J.) would create the Decennial 
Committees on Local Government Consolidation and 
Efficiency Act and would require within one year and at least 
once every 10 years thereafter, each unit of local government 
(except municipalities and counties) to form a committee to 
study local efficiencies, including an analysis of whether to 
consolidate with another governmental unit, municipality, or 
county and create a report with recommendations regarding 
efficiencies, increased accountability, and consolidation. The 
committee would be composed of the elected members of the 
local government's governing board, at least 2 residents of the 
governmental unit appointed by the county board chair, at 
least one government studies representative from a 
community college or university in the county where the local 
government is located, and the chief executive officer of the 
governmental unit. A report would be due within 6 months of 
the date the committee was formed.

HB 4762 (Ugaste, D.) would prohibit a taxing district from 
holding more than 150% of its previous levy year's property 
tax collections in cash or cash-equivalent assets. If, at the end 
of any fiscal quarter, the taxing district had more than that 
amount in cash or cash-equivalent assets, then the excess 
amount would have to be refunded to taxpayers pro rata 
based on each taxpayer's percentage of the total levy for the 
previous year.

HB 5021 (Stava-Murray, A.) would amend FOIA to prohibit a 
public body from charging a copying fee to a taxpayer within 
the jurisdiction of the public body unless the request is made 
for a commercial purpose.

HB 5661 (Walker, M.) would amend PTELL to provide that a 
taxing district's aggregate extension base is the greater of (A) 
the district's last preceding aggregate extension limit or (B) 
the district's last preceding aggregate extension, subject to 
certain adjustments. "Aggregate extension limit" would equate 
to the district's last preceding aggregate extension if the taxing 
district had utilized the maximum limiting rate permitted 
without referendum for each of the 5 immediately preceding 
levy years. 
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SB 2339 (McConchie, D.) HB 5660 (Walker, M.) and  would 
amend the PTELL to require a taxing district to reduce its 
aggregate extension base for the purpose of lowering its limiting 
rate for future years upon referendum approval initiated by the 
submission of a petition signed by at least 10% of the voters of 
the district at the immediately preceding gubernatorial election. 

SB 2511 (Holmes, L.) HB 5091 (Kifowit, S.) and would 
provide immunity to a public entity or a public employee for 
injury caused by any unauthorized access to government 
records, data, or electronic information systems by any person 
or entity under the Tort Immunity Act.

SB 2999 (Castro, C.) HB 5253 (Hurley, F.)and  would create 
the Forest Preserve District and Conservation District Design-
Build Authorization Act to allow a forest preserve district or 
conservation district to enter into design-build contracts. The bill 
would also amend the Conservation District Act, Downstate 
Forest Preserve District Act, and Cook County Forest Preserve 
District Act to increase the bid limit threshold from $25,000 to 
$50,000.

SB 3225 (Barickman, J.) would amend the Compassionate Use 
of Medical Cannabis Program Act to require a park district to 
authorize a program participant's parent, guardian, or other 
designated caregiver to administer a medical cannabis infused 
product to the program participant on the premises of the park 
district if both the program participant and the parent, guardian, 
or other designated caregiver are cardholders. The bill provides 
that a member of the park district's staff is not required to 
administer a medical cannabis infused product to a program 
participant and prohibits a park district from authorizing the use 
of a medical cannabis infused product if the park district would 
lose federal funding as a result of the authorization. 

SB 3311 (Peters, R.) would require park districts, forest 
preserves, municipal recreation agencies and other entities to 
test each source of potable water in each of its public buildings 
and parks and notify the public of the results. The proposed 
legislation contains some requirements for testing and 
notification but proposes to defer other details such as 
compliance schedules, the procedure for submission of 
analytical results to the Department of Public Health, testing 
parameters, remediation requirements, and validation for 
remediation to the rulemaking process.

SB 3796 SB 3797 (Plummer, J.)  and would require a unit of 
local government to compile a list of the pay and benefits of 
every employee, consultant, contractor, and other personnel of 
the unit of local government whose accumulated payments or 
compensation are at least $1,000 during each fiscal year and a 
list of each entity, address of each entity, product or service 
supplied by each entity, and amount paid to each entity for any 
expenditure of government funds greater than $3,000 from the 
unit of local government during a fiscal year. These lists would 
need to be published on the local government's website and 
updated monthly and, if it does not have a website, in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the county in which the unit 
of local government is located, on a monthly basis.

 



2  0  20

C O N F E R E N C E A W A R D S

IAPD LEGISLATOR OF THE YEAR

Senator Laura Fine
Since joining the General Assembly as a 
member of the House of 
Representatives in 2013, State Senator 
Laura Fine has been a leading voice for 
parks and recreation. 

She has been the chief sponsor of two 
IAPD platform bills: Senate Bill 246, 
which exempts purchases of fuel and 
petroleum products from the 
competitive bidding requirements under 
the park district code, and House Bill 
1363, which helps promote 
intergovernmental cooperation between 
park districts and other units of local 
government. 

As a member of the Senate Local 
Government Committee, Senator Fine 
has been a strong voice on many issues 
that are important to IAPD member 
agencies, and she regularly attends 
IAPD legislative awareness events. 

Senator John Curran
State Senator John Curran has been a 
strong proponent for local government 
since joining the Illinois Senate in 
2017. He consistently fights for local 
control, and as the minority 
spokesperson on the Senate Local 
Government Committee, he has been a 
reliable supporter of IAPD initiatives 
and helped in the fight against 
unfunded mandates. 

This past year, Senator Curran was the 
chief sponsor of two of IAPD's platform 
bills. House Bill 2073 nearly doubles 

the maximum term for leasing real 
property that is no longer needed for 
park purposes from 50 years to 90 
years. Senate Bill 1273 will help 
protect taxpayers in land transactions 
by ensuring that park districts receive 
fair market value for their property. 

Senator Curran was also instrumental in 
supporting capital funding for local park 
and recreation facilities this year. 

Representative Emanuel 
“Chris” Welch
Since joining the General Assembly in 
2013, Representative Welch has been 
one of IAPD's strongest allies. 

Representative Welch has been the 
sponsor of two IAPD platform bills. 
Thanks to his leadership, House Bill 
2124 was signed into law last year, 
extending the closed meeting exception 
for employees to also cover volunteers 
and independent contractors such as 
coaches and recreational instructors. 
During his first year in the General 
Assembly, Representative Welch also 
sponsored Senate Bill 1410, which 
provided park districts with the ability 
to use a streamlined process to spend 
unexpected revenues during the fiscal 
year by adopting a supplemental 
appropriation ordinance. 

Representative Welch has also been a 
tremendous advocate when it comes to 
grant funding for local capital projects 
that improve the quality of life of Illinois 
residents and help grow the economy. 
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IPRA COMMUNITY IMPACT AWARD
Brad Wilson, Director of Recreation and Facilities
Naperville Park District
Brad Wilson has built an impressive career as a recreation leader. 
For the past 20-plus years, he has stewarded his knowledge and 
skill to fulfill the community's recreational needs. He is also a 
decorated administrator, with honors bestowed by the Naperville 
Jaycees and Rotary Club. Brad Wilson's name is synonymous with 
leadership in recreation. His ability to build relationships and 
advance the park district has made recreation more accessible and 
integrated into the fabric of everyday life. 

IPRA YOUNG PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR 
AWARD
Michael Loszach, Program Manager
Park District of Oak Park
Mike Loszach is driven and passionate and keeps a positive attitude 
in any situation. His drive to improve the quality of his programs and 
the impact of his agency is evident through the work he does. In 
Mike's current role, he oversees all general recreation programming, 
four full-time employees, and more than 100 seasonal and part-time 
staff. Mike embodies the spirit of being in “the business of fun” by 
keeping a good balance of professionalism and sense of humor. 

IAPD HONORED PROFESSIONAL AWARD
Jan Arnold, Executive Director
Park District of Oak Park
Jan Arnold is living out her calling as executive director of the 
Park District of Oak Park. Her passion for the park district shines 
through in everything she does. Jan maintains excellent 
relationships with representatives in Springfield and creates 
strong partnerships with community organizations. Jan has 
worked diligently to promote sustainability, one of the park 
district's main focal points. She has made a tremendous impact 
on the Park District of Oak Park. 

IAPD RISING STAR AWARD
Ted Schulz, Board President
New Lenox Community Park District
Ted Schulz began his journey with the New Lenox Community 
Park District in 2013 and was elected by his park board peers to 
serve as vice president in 2015 and president in 2018. In 
addition to performing his job at an exemplary level, Ted 
demonstrates an outstanding commitment to the New Lenox 
Community and to park district staff. Ted keeps the park district's 
mission of quality community life close at heart in everything he 
does.
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IAPD COMMISSIONER OF THE YEAR AWARD
Wally Frasier, Board Vice President
Mundelein Park & Recreation District
Wally Frasier is a shining example of commitment to his community and 
the field of parks and recreation. He has spent a cumulative 26 years on 
the Mundelein Park & Recreation District's Board of Commissioners since 
first joining in 1982, serving as president, vice president and treasurer. 
For countless individuals, Wally Frasier has been both a mentor and a 
friend. His dedication and service to his community and the field of parks 
and recreation is unmatched. He is truly a model citizen, and no person 
is more deserving of this award.

IPRA ROBERT ARTZ LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Amy Charlesworth, Director of Parks and Recreation
Rolling Meadows Park District
Amy Charlesworth has held almost every position within the Rolling 
Meadows Park District and has built it into an impressive, accredited, 
financially healthy, gold medal award finalist agency. Amy's hard work 
has established the park district as a pillar of the community. She lives 
and breathes the ethic of her community. From participants to neighbors 
to other local government officials, everyone in town knows and loves 
her. She has left an impact that reaches back through the years and will 
continue for generations to come. 

Jim Long joined the Park Board in 1982 and has 
been at the head of the table for every discussion, 
negotiation, policy decision and visionary action 
that has shaped the park district since then. Jim's 
vast knowledge and experience as a banker, real 
estate developer and broker has proved 
immeasurable, along with his perspective as a 
loving husband, father and grandfather. Time 
after time, Jim was the driving force behind a 
new project, land acquisition or creative idea that 
kept the park district relevant and forward 
thinking. 
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IAPD MIKE CASSIDY COMMISSIONER COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD
James M. Long, Board President, Westmont Park District

IPRA PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR AWARD
Sandy Gbur, Executive Director. Western DuPage Special Recreation Association

Sandy Gbur has committed her professional life 
to promoting the benefits of parks and recreation 
throughout Illinois and introducing individuals 
with disabilities to the joy of participating in 
recreational activities in the communities she has 
served. As executive director for the past eight-
plus years, she develops and manages a $4 
million budget with 31 full-time and regular part-
time staff serving nine park district communities. 
Sandy has made a long-lasting impact on the 
communities she has served and on the park and 
recreation profession.



PASSING THE GAVEL
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Distinguished Accredited 
Agencies
Buffalo Grove Park District
Des Plaines Park District
Park District of Highland Park
Lombard Park District
Park District of Oak Park
Rolling Meadows Park District
Special Recreation Association of
     Central Lake County
Tinley Park Park District
Warrenville Park District
Wheeling Park District

Distinctive Board Members
Tracy Bragg, Buffalo Grove Park District
Jerry Hix, Bolingbrook Park District

Master Board Members
Colin Wilkie, Warrenville Park District
Jeff Rigoni, Lockport Township 
     Park District
Cindy Kessler, Vernon Hills Park District
James Ballowe, Vernon Hills 
     Park District

IAPD CHAIRMAN OF THE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Adriane Johnson, Buffalo 
Grove Park District
Johnson joined the IAPD board in 
2015. As chairman, she will lead 
the 19-member board in advising 
the association in its service, 
research, advocacy, public 
awareness and educational 
programs. IAPD's membership 
includes more than 360 park, 
recreation and conservation agencies 
and nearly 100 affiliated business 
partners. Johnson serves on the 
IAPD Ambassadors, Board 
Development, Constitutional By-
Laws, Executive, Membership, 
Nominating and Program 

Committees, as well as the Research Advisory Council. She also serves on the 
IAPD/Illinois Park & Recreation Association (IPRA) Joint Editorial Committee, is 
the Events Chair of the IAPD/IPRA Conference Committee and is a member of 
the IAPD/IPRA Joint Legislative Committee.

2020 CHAIRMAN OF THE 
IPRA BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS
Erin Folk, Oregon Park 
District
The Illinois Park & Recreation 
Association (IPRA) has installed Erin 
Folk, executive director of the Oregon 
Park District, as its 2020 Chairman 
of the Board at the association's 
annual conference, held January 23-
25 at the Hyatt Regency Chicago.
 Erin has been with the Oregon Park 
District since 2006, a Certified Park 
and Recreation Professional, and an 
IPRA member since 2002.  Erin was 
promoted to Executive Director in 
2013 after serving as a Facility 
Manager, Superintendent of 

Recreation and Assistant Executive Director. Erin served on the IPRA 
Foundation board in 2016 and was elected to the IPRA Board of Directors as 
the North West representative in 2017.  
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B y C a i u s J e n n i s o n
R I B A , L E E D A P , P r i n c i p a l , F a r n s w o r t h G r o u p , I n c .

The world of sports and recreation never slows down. 
New technologies, new equipment, new programs and a 
renewed focus on the value – both social and economic – 
that parks and rec plays in our communities has leaders 
always looking to reach the next level of adventure, 
leisure, and services for their constituents and patrons.

Of course, the endeavor to make our parks and rec 
centers all they can be always faces the inherent 
pressures of competing interests that can derail progress. 
Funding continues to be a challenge, the availability of or 
access to open space affects many, and ongoing 
maintenance/operations issues can eat up plans for 
expansion and renewal. 
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Districts are getting creative in how they envision – and re-
envision – their environs, and we're impressed and excited 
to be helping move these visions forward. Here's a few new 
uses we see that are gaining momentum.

Reimagining What Was
One of the most significant movements in parks and 
recreation – and communities in general – is reimagining 
what once was and making it new again. The opportunity 
to take an existing property or facility and give it new use is 
both fiscally responsible and an opportunity to continue its 
storyline for generations to come. 

While landscape architecture used to be about planning 
new spaces and maintaining and enhancing what was 
already built, park and recreation districts are increasingly 
looking to reimagine and repurpose existing structures. 

A good example is in Chillicothe, a central Illinois 
community of just over 6,000 residents, where a former 
park had become tired and dilapidated, attracting unruly 
teenagers and loiterers. The city responded to numerous 
complaints about the area while the park district racked up 
maintenance expenses resulting from vandalism. The 
district advocated renovating the area to not only rid itself 
of the nuisance issues, but to turn the space into a 
revitalized park that would become a destination for 
families in the community.

Today, the 3.5-acre park is a vibrant community gathering 
space that features picnic areas, playground, splash pad, 
sledding hill, sandlot baseball diamond and a ¼ mile 
walking path that attracts families year-round. 

Communities are also wrestling with the declining interest 
in golf and what to do with courses that were packed full a 

decade ago. Costs to maintain these courses are significant 
and continue to increase. Combine that with the trend 
toward fewer people golfing and subsequent dwindling 
revenues, and suddenly districts are saddled with 
significant real estate and requisite expenses that are no 
longer sustainable.  

These expanses of land – often prime real estate – create 
opportunities to reimagine what these spaces could be and 
hold opportunity to do everything from maintaining the 
green space to constructing new buildings and 
development … or both. 

Recreation Centers – the Heart of the Community
The days of a park recreation center serving solely as an 
athletic facility have changed. Today, districts and 
communities are treating these venues as civic buildings 
that combine sports, fitness and wellness with community 
events and gathering spaces. In many instances, these new 
full-service recreation centers serve as the hub of a 
community. They serve as a common center for sports and 
fitness, a routine destination for young children through the 
elderly, a venue for meetings for groups large and small, 
and art presentation and performance spaces.

The community of Fairview Heights, part of the Metro East 
region located on the Illinois side of the Mississippi River, 
desired a new recreation center that would become iconic 
in the region. Community leaders wanted the facility to be 
more than a place to swim or exercise, expanding its use to 
be a place where people could gather as a community 
while attracting visitors from throughout the metropolitan 
area. In fact, the facility was purposefully located along 
Interstate 50 to make it visible to the thousands of 
travelers that would pass the facility daily.



w w w . I L i p r a . o r g1 8   I l l i n o i s P a r k s & R e c r e a t i o n  

The REC opened in 2019 and includes an aquatic center, 
running track, climbing structure, fitness center, 
gymnasium, outdoor soccer field, dog park and 
playgrounds. The REC also meets another important goal 
of the community: Injecting additional commerce into the 
surrounding area and supporting the area businesses. In its 
first year of operation, the REC anticipates having 3,000 
members and will host more than 500,000 visitors.

Dog Parks
There's good news for our four-legged friends: Parks 
dedicated to dogs are becoming one of the most popular 
and requested additions to any park system. And why not? 
Pet ownership – in particular dog ownership – is at an all-
time high. 

Dog parks are certainly great playgrounds for dogs, and 
adding this amenity helps parks advance their goals of 
becoming destinations for the whole family. While parks 
now offer expanded uses including outdoor workout spaces 
for all ages, outdoor courts, athletic fields and fishing, the 
ability to bring a dog to the park with a dedicated area for 
them to walk and play increases opportunities to engage 
the family in the community park. 

When the northern Illinois community of Sycamore was 
making plans for its new park, residents requested a dog 
park be included in their new space. Today, the Sycamore 
Park District has a 3-acre dog park with native grasses and 
flowers and plenty of room for dogs to play. The district 
combines the dog park activities with pet seminars ranging 
from dog training to your pet's health and wellness.

Expanded Facilities on a Budget – 
Splash Pads and Sled Hills
Who doesn't like running through a fountain of water? Or 
shooting water out of a water cannon? Splash pads are a 
popular and cost-effective way to add water features and 

playground to any new or existing park area. Splash pads 
can serve two purposes: create a water play area for young 
kids (and maybe adults, too) and offer the aesthetic values 
of water fountains, sprays and nighttime lighting. 
In Pontiac, Illinois, leaders wanted to incorporate a splash 
pad into their community park. They took that idea one 
step further and imagined a state-of-the art lighting system 
– the same lighting concepts used in Las Vegas – to 
illuminate the water fountains, creating a nighttime light 
show.  

Known for being a stop on the historic Route 66 highway, 
the City of Pontiac welcomes visitors from all over the 
world. Today, visitors frequent the museums during the 
day, let their kids play in the park and splash pad, and 
then stay after dark to view the splash pad light show, 
resulting in an economic stimulus for the community. 

Park districts are also discovering additional uses for their 
public spaces during the winter. Districts that are fortunate 
to have diverse terrain in their parks often take advantage 
of natural landscapes for winter sledding. But communities 
with flat terrains need not suffer from elevation envy.

For the Sycamore Park District, a 40-foot sled hill slope  
was created with the use of fill material and dirt. Donors 
provided dirt, minimizing the cost. In the winter, residents 
use the slope as the go-to sledding spot.

Likewise, residents in Chillicothe wanted a sled hill in their 
park. While the sled hill created in Santa Fe Park is a 
popular winter attraction, residents get creative in the 
summer by rolling plastic sheets down the hill to form a 
water slide. 

Most challenges communities face tend to be about 
overcoming obstacles or resolving problems – e.g., old  
sewerage, crime, crumbling roads, etc. However, unlike 
infrastructure, police/fire protection, garbage collection and 
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the many other functional aspects of local government, parks 
and recreation is entirely devoted to the quality of life of a 
community. Plus, if parks and recreation facilities are 
developed and maintained in more comprehensive and 
creative ways as discussed above, the park district or 
department can play a growing and substantive role in 
adding to the community revenues to help support both the 
park and the community infrastructure. 

The eager involvement and sustained enthusiasm that 
residents demonstrate when asked about improving their 
park districts is always impressive.  Residents are given the 
opportunity to participate in something that allows for and 
indeed requires creativity, excitement and optimism.  

From simple ideas – turning a sled hill into a summer water 
slide – to planning and constructing a new multi-million-
dollar recreation center, parks are becoming the core, and 
sometimes the greatest pride, of the community. Today, park 
districts and communities are aiming to make the very most 
of their recreational venues – and reimagining what they can 
be.

Caius Jennison is the Principal in Charge of Farnsworth Group's Parks & 

Rec Studio, a leading Illinois architecture and engineering firm with 11 
offices statewide.
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A funny thing happened on the way to your ribbon-cutting…the accessibility standards changed. 
Accessibility, and compliance with federal, state, and local requirements, means that someone at your 
agency has both the authority and the knowledge to make certain that construction projects, from trails to 
playgrounds or pools to ice rinks, comply.

This article will review federal and state mandates in this area, identify common errors in the transition 
from a design to a facility packed with people, and provide strategies for park, forest preserve, and 
conservation districts; municipalities; and special recreation associations (SRAs) that will make certain your 
next project is done right, and that you will avoid the four-letter words of cost, fail, loss, and risk.
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What is the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) Title II Regulation?
The ADA is a broad civil rights statute. It prohibits 
discrimination, intentional and unintentional, against 
people with disabilities. No agency intentionally 
discriminates.  But, the design of a site or site asset may 
unintentionally discriminate against people with disabilities 
because the asset or site is inaccessible.

The ADA became effective for Illinois agencies on January 
26, 1992, more than 28 years ago. The US Department of 
Justice (US DOJ) issued an implementing regulation in 
1991, and that guided us well for two decades. US DOJ 
issued an amended regulation for title II, which applies to 
units of state and local government, in 2010, and it 
became effective March 15, 2011. Do not ignore title II. It 
imposes design, construction or installation, and 
maintenance requirements.  

That regulation requires Illinois agencies to be certain that 
new construction, alterations, and additions fully comply 
with the federal or state requirements, whichever is more 
stringent (see title II section 35.151).  A common 
misconception is that the design standards rule your 
decisions; that is not so. The title II regulation is the big 
dog.

Below we discuss both the federal and state requirements.

What is Title II and What Are the Federal 
Accessibility Standards?
The US DOJ published the title II implementing regulation 
in 1991, and it requires all 89,004 units of state and local 
government to follow the federal design standards. The first 
federal design standards were published in 1991, and they 
became effective January 26, 1992. Known as ADAAG 
(Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines), 
these were developed by the US Access Board over a 10-
year span.  ADAAG addressed common building elements 
such as parking, entries, signs, restrooms, assembly areas, 
drinking fountains, and more.

Realizing that ADAAG was incomplete, the Access Board 
worked with NRPA, IPRA, IAPD, other state associations, 
people with disabilities, and safety experts to create new 
standards for recreation assets such as playgrounds, locker 

rooms, sports fields and courts, aquatic facilities, 
amusement parks, golf courses, fitness facilities, shooting 
ranges, and more. These were completed in 2004 by the 
Access Board and published as part of the design 
standards for federal agencies. In 2010, the US DOJ 
published the same content, and it was effective March 
15, 2012 for states and local governments.

The 2010 Standards are historic, as they are the first to 
address recreation assets.  However, the work at the 
federal level is not finished. The current administration will 
not release standards for trails, campsites, picnic areas, 
beaches, viewing areas, and more.  These are complete 
but will not be published. However, these assets must still 
be available to people with disabilities.

What Are the Illinois Accessibility Standards?
Illinois laws preceded the ADA in the form of the Illinois 
Environmental Barriers Act, effective May 1987. The 
Illinois Accessibility Code (IAC) was adopted the same 
year, and like the federal statute and code, did not directly 
address recreation assets. The IAC was amended in 2018 
to be consistent with the federal standards format and to 
add all federal standards or guidelines, whether adopted by 
US DOJ or not.

The result? Illinois now has a final and enforceable 
standard for trails, beaches, picnic areas, campsites, and 
other outdoor assets, regardless of federal activity. For 
several reasons, this is important. A design professional 
can lose her license if her design fails to meet the IAC or 
have his license renewal refused if he fails to meet IAC 
requirements.  These are bad outcomes intended to 
incentivize forethought and plan review.

The new IAC also eliminated some provisions that were 
more stringent, such as the approach to alterations or 
additions at an existing facility. Today, federal and Illinois 
requirements regarding alterations or additions are in 
harmony.

What Are the Common Mistakes?
The ADA and IAC set a floor, not a ceiling. You invite the 
four-letter words of cost, fail, loss, and risk when you do 
not embrace the standards and instead grudgingly accept 
them.
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Some tips to keep in mind: 

1. Never specify the minimum requirement. A ramp can 
have a maximum running slope of 8.33%. There are so 
many factors that affect ramp slope. Aim for 7.9% and 
have the flex for unanticipated field conditions or errors.

2. Do not specify a range. When a range exists, pick the 
middle. An accessible restroom grab bar must be mounted 
between 33” and 36” aff. When the grab bar is centered at 
36”, the top of the grab bar is out of the range and is an 
instant fail.  Pick a spot in the middle, perhaps 34.5”, and 
let contractors center on that. You have left 1” either 
way…it is likely that all is well!

3. Cannot exceed 2% in any direction means…measure 
twice and pour once.  Accessible parking stalls, and the 
access aisle that serves the stalls, cannot be steeper than 
2% in any direction. In the Land of Lincoln, that can be 
hard to meet at some sites.

4. Trust, but verify. Every new facility, when audited, 
reveals access deficits. Our 39-page report after auditing a 
new and so-called “compliant” $139 million facility is 
evidence of that. Do not assume that the best architect, 
the best contractor, the best suppliers, will get it right. The 
dissonance between design and construction is borne by 
the agency.

5. Agency project management efforts are critical. Agency 
staffs must know the IAC and federal requirements, and 
any local requirements, such as different fine amounts for 
accessible parking violations. Make inservice training or 
continuing education an integral part of your risk 
management regarding accessibility.

6. This is not just about design.  Accessibility is a function 
of three elements: design, construction or installation, and 
maintenance. A perfectly designed facility may fail because 
of construction errors. Or a design with flaws, that is 
constructed per the design, will fail. Finally, if the owner 
entity does not maintain accessible features (elevators, 
playground surfaces, doors, etc.), the site will fail.

How Have Access Requirements Been 
Enforced?
The Illinois Attorney General's Disability Rights Bureau 
(DRB) has enforcement authority for the Illinois 
Environmental Barriers Act (EBA), and the 2018 Illinois 
Accessibility Code (IAC) has a broader scope than federal 
requirements. The DRB has knocked on doors in the 
northern suburbs, Chicago, southern Illinois, western 
Illinois, the northwest suburbs, the south suburbs, and 
eastern Illinois. DRB seeks injunctive relief, in other words, 
to fix the problem. However, DRB can also impose 
penalties if it believes the lack of access was intentional.

We do note here that the new IAC continues the practice of 
suspending or denying renewal for professional licenses if it 
determines a design professional willfully ignored an IAC 
requirement. This is a significant penalty for a 
noncompliant plan.

Federal District courts have seen facility lawsuits for 
everything from professional sports arenas to upscale 
coffee shops to taverns to golf courses. The trend is in 
favor of the complainant. Losing in Federal District Court is 
much more expensive, typically, than doing it right the first 
time.

In 1995, Ellerbe Becket, an architecture firm that 
specialized in stadia design, entered into a consent decree 
in Federal District Court. The firm designed several 
professional or collegiate sports arenas that failed to 
comply with the federal access requirements. Litigation like 
this was filed in 2019 at the University of Nevada-Reno.

Regionally, in 2008 the University of Michigan renovated 
the Big House and it too entered into a settlement 
agreement after failing to comply with ADA seating 
requirements. See Michigan Paralyzed Veterans of America 
v. University of Michigan. Whether you are an Illini, 
Hawkeye, Buckeye, or Wolverine, you do not want a 
lawsuit by the Paralyzed Veterans of America.

The lesson learned? The entity is responsible for an ADA 
fail, but so is the architect.
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What Helps Agencies Avoid These Problems?
We suggest a five step approach. All will require some 
resources, but every one of them is less costly than going 
to federal district court and losing fiscal resources and the 
trust of your community.

1. Dedicate the time of a staff member to access and 
inclusion. Create a go-to person who can receive 
complaints and solve problems.

2. Stay current on changes to the regulations, standards, 
and codes that implement federal and state accessibility 
requirements. That means spending resources, for training 
events and staff time and travel.

3. Have a staff member become a Certified ADA 
Coordinator. It has no prerequisite degree and exposes staff 
to smart practices in facility access, policies, and program 
supports for people with disabilities.

4. Create an access and inclusion advisory council. Find 
citizens with disabilities and service providers to 
complement your own beliefs or that of your special 
recreation association. Once created, use them and invite 
their advice.

5. Ask for help! Attend sessions on this issue at the 
IAPD/IPRA conference.  Reach out to nearby agencies and 
ask for referrals to qualified consultants. Do follow the 
leaders, not the losers.

Conclusion
Anyone who tells you in the RFQ process that the 
deliverable is compliant is not right until inspection occurs. 
As said earlier, access is a function of design, construction 
or installation, and maintenance.

It is your site, and your taxpayers paid for this 
development. Yes, your contractor and your design 
professional must help solve the problem, but it is your 
problem. Spend an ounce on prevention instead of a pound 
on the cure.

About the Author: McGovern leads the Accessibility Practice at the WT Group, 
LLC, and helps counties, cities, park districts and other entities comply with the 
ADA, from coast to coast.  Before joining WTG, he began his parks and recreation 
career for the City of Albuquerque while earning a BA and MA in Recreation 
Administration at the University of New Mexico.  He came to Illinois to work in the 
remarkable park district and special recreation association system, serving as 
Executive Director at WSSRA and NSSRA.  Always interested in civil rights, he 
attended night school at Loyola University of Chicago School of Law and graduated 
in 1987.  An active IPRA and NRPA member, he represented parks and recreation 
professionals on the US Access Board federal advisory committees that developed 
the design requirements for park and recreation assets.  He co-chaired the 
IAPD/IPRA Joint Legislative Committee twice, including the year the 5-8 levy was 
exempted from the PTELL aggregate, and he was an active member of the 
Committee for more than 20 years.
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Q.  So, I ask you ---In today's digital world, how can we 
get children and their families to go outdoors and be more 
physically active for longer periods of time? 
A.  We need to be more creative and innovative, think 
multigenerational, be inclusive and provide more 
opportunities for communities to be physically active. 
How? Let's explore a few concepts.

INTERACTIVE PLAY 
What is interactive play? Interactive play is where the 
digital and physical worlds around us meet. In short, it is 
"real-life gaming.” The electronic video game portion brings 
challenge, problem solving and a continued renewal of 
game options to play. The physical portion brings benefits 
such as exercise, social interaction, teamwork and 
experiencing the outdoors in a healthy manner.

Yalp has five interactive play and sports products. Most 
popular, the Yalp Sona is an interactive dance and play 
arch. It is an audio-guided play space, especially designed 
for outdoor use. Games are played by motion and 
encourage physical activity, learning and socialization. It 
provides an awesome workout – 40 percent more intensive 
than competitive basketball. Games can be changed and 
updated regularly to keep continued interest and challenge 
for the user. Park districts can also track the play 
statistics—like what games are played the most, how long 
the equipment was in use, and when it was used. 

The Yalp Sutu is an interactive soccer wall containing 
impact-sensitive panels which measure and react to ball 
impact. Vivid LED lights and audio speakers give players 
feedback and encouragement on their performance. Again, 
these type of interactive real-life gaming products give park 
districts the ability to change or update games regularly, 
and the mobile app encourages friendly competition among 
friends, classes and schools. It's fun for all ages and ability 
levels, not just avid sports fans. 

Other interactive products include learning and math 
games, health and nutrition, and an outdoor DJ booth for 
those older adolescents and the musically inclined. 
Interactives of this type are great for city centers and retail 
areas. Interactive products provide all users of varying 
abilities the opportunity to stay fit and be physically active, 
along with fostering social and cognitive development. The 
versatility of interactive products makes them one of the 
most popular multigenerational play activities.

Interactive play is suitable for outdoor parks as well as 
indoor rec centers. Just like traditional play, interactive play 
can be performed anywhere. The equipment is designed to 
be durable, accessible and inclusive for people of all ages 
and abilities. Communities can easily incorporate one or 
two of these products into their existing parks and/or 
recreational facilities to encourage families to be more 
active, get outdoors and live healthier lifestyles.

FAMILY FIT ZONES
Family Fit Zones are multigenerational destination play and 
fitness parks that provide the entire family an opportunity 
to play, stay physically active and develop good practices 
for health and wellness together. Family Fit Zones can vary 
in size, price point and layout, but all of them should 
include a traditional play component, an interactive play 
and/or sports product, and outdoor adult fitness or obstacle 
course activities, along with shade, site furnishings and 
safety surfacing. 

A few things to keep in mind when considering a Family Fit 
Zone: 

�Ÿ We all know what traditional play looks like. Just keep 
      in mind many families will have toddlers, so the 2-5 
      age group should also be taken into consideration. 
�Ÿ Interactive play and sports products, as discussed 
      above, bring children and families outdoors to explore 
      this new “real-life gaming” concept. 
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�Ÿ Make sure to look for adult outdoor fitness equipment 
      that identifies muscle fitness, balance and flexibility, 
      and core and aerobic fitness for a well-rounded total 
      body workout.
�Ÿ Obstacle course events, like GT Challenge Course, 
      make for a great social fitness experience that 
      encourage friends and family to exercise and achieve 
      their personal fitness goals while having fun outdoors. 
      They are the perfect solution for older children and 
      teens looking for something more challenging and 
      different from traditional play.
�Ÿ Freestanding shaded areas or shaded benches, site 
      furnishings and various types of safety surfacing 
      provide comfort and a better user experience.

Using these varied play and fitness components will not 
only give your design its own unique look, but create 
something that will appeal to all ages, abilities and fitness 
levels. They can provide adequate places for caregivers 
who may need to take a break or families that want to 
bring a lunch and stay an extended amount of time.

When planning a Family Fit Zone or a destination play or 
fitness park, it is important to keep in mind several things: 
location and accessibility, restrooms, additional amenities, 
and future expansion or growth. Make sure it is truly a 
place where the entire family can find something they like.

PLAYFUL LANDSCAPES
Playful landscapes are play spaces that offer a wide range 
of open-ended play options and allow people to be creative 
and use their imagination. Sometimes these playful 

landscapes can look and feel like a natural environment, 
using rocks and boulders combined with nets and ropes for 
climbing. Most designs incorporate the topography of the 
land where they are building the play space, adding 
another element of play: for example, a hillside slide or 
terraced play elevation change.

These playful landscapes can also be whimsical in nature, 
using bright colors, ropes, nets, mounds and trampolines 
to push the boundaries of traditional play. They can vary in 
height and style. Playful landscapes can include theming 
elements and pieces of playful art or play sculptures. Play 
spaces like this encourage free play and provide 
opportunities for safe risk taking and challenges.
These types of play spaces often draw visitors from other 
areas because they are different by design and have non-
typical play equipment, creating one-of-kind experiences. 

Providing unique recreational play and fitness spaces will 
not only be a great draw to your community, but also 
promote health and wellness. Research proves those who 
exercise outdoors tend to exercise more frequently and stay 
with a fitness program longer than those who work out 
inside at a gym. Not to mention the added benefits of 
being outdoors in nature. Those who begin to develop 
active lifestyles and take an interest in nature at a younger 
age tend to stay healthy, remain physically active longer 
and be a good steward of the world around them. Bringing 
new play and fitness concepts to your park district's 
community is a great way to encourage physical activity 
and time spent outside. 
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The 2019 IP&R Magazine 
Photo Contest Awards

NATURE/LANDSCAPES

RECREATION/PEOPLE AT PLAY

1st Place - Ryca Shih, Park District of Highland Park   |  “First Sunrise”
2nd Place - Justin Sienkiewicz, Schaumburg Park District   |  “Spring in Schaumburg”
3rd Place - Chad Merda, Forest Preserve District of Will County  |  “Turkey Tail McKinley Woods”

1st Place - JP McNamara, Palatine Park District   |  “Brotherly Love”
2nd Place - Danielle Strohmier, Downers Grove Park District  |  “Summer Fun”
3rd Place - Sally Norlie, Northbrook Park District   |  “Newsies Unite”

The winners for the 2019 Give Us Your Best Shot Photo Contest have officially been selected. This year, we had 
nearly 500 submissions in our four categories: Nature/Landscapes, Recreation/People at Play, Wildlife and 
Sports. Award winners were given framed copies of their photographs at the Soaring to New Heights 
Conference. 

Congratulations to all our 2019 Give Us Your Best Shot Photo Contest Winners! 
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SPORTS

A heartfelt thanks to everyone who submitted a photo in 2019. 

1st Place - Scott Walker, Skokie Park District   |  “Beginning Ballers”

2nd Place - Becky Tilton, New Lenox Community Park District   |  “Catch Me If You Can”

3rd Place - Joy Stuart, Northbrook Park District   |  “Death Spiral”
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1st Place - Jeff Nelson, Cook County Forest Preserve District   |  “Pick a Good One”

2nd Place - Rachel Voss, Champaign Park District  |  “Have My Eyes On You”

3rd Place - Suzy Lyttle, Forest Preserve District of Will County   |  “Northern Water Snake Swimming”

WILDLIFE
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John Ohrlund
The Skokie Park District's 

Executive Director John Ohrlund 

recently retired after more than 

three decades in leadership roles 

at the award-winning district.

Among the Skokie projects he 

led were the renovations of the 

Skokie Heritage Museum, 

Devonshire Cultural Center, 

Oakton Community Center, 

Emily Oaks Nature Center and 

the Skokie Water Playground  ––  

as well as the building of many new playgrounds, the Weber 

Leisure Center, Skokie Sports Park, The Exploritorium, Tot 

Learning Center, the Devonshire Aquatic Center and the 

Dammrich Rowing Center.

Ohrlund also cultivated rich relationships with the Village of 

Skokie, the Skokie Public Library, Skokie's school districts and 

the Maine-Niles Association of Special Recreation. He served 

on the boards of the Skokie Chamber of Commerce and the 

Kiwanis Club of Skokie Valley, as well as in leadership roles 

with Skokie Cares and the Midwest Institute of Park 

Executives (MIPE). He also, for many years, has been a proud 

member of both the Illinois Parks and Recreation Association 

(IPRA) and the National Recreation and Parks Association. 

Ohrlund is a past winner of “Park Professional of the Year" 

from both MIPE and the IPRA's Parks & Natural Resources 

Management Section. 

Ohrlund will now spend more time with his wife Terry, 

traveling and spending more time with their children and 

grandchildren.

Michelle Tuft
Michelle Tuft was 

recently named 

executive director of 

Skokie Park District. 

Tuft has worked as 

the district's 

superintendent of 

recreation and 

facilities since 

2012 after serving 

as its 

superintendent of recreation from 2006 to 

2012. She was an integral part of administrating 

the district during the modernization of many of 

its 12 facilities over the past decade. Tuft also 

was instrumental in creating the district's largest 

event, Skokie's Backlot Bash, an event that she 

has chaired since its inception in 2007. She also 

served as the chair of the iconic Skokie Festival 

of Cultures from 2007 to 2012. She previously 

worked as the facility manager of the district's 

Weber Leisure Center and its Oakton Community 

Center after recreation supervisor stints at three 

other suburban park districts in the 1990s.

Tuft has also served as the district's Freedom of 

Information Act officer, as a past president of the 

Rotary Club of Skokie Valley, as a past member 

of the Illinois Arts Council Ethnic & Folk Arts 

grant selection committee, and as a past 

committee member of the University of Illinois 

Alumni Board. She is also Open Meetings Act 

certified by the Illinois Attorney General's Office.

Mark Ponton
Mark Ponton was sworn into office as Commissioner for the Frankfort Park District on Jan. 28. 
The Park District Board conducted interviews to fill the vacated seat of former Commissioner 
John Reilly, who resigned. Mr. Ponton will serve the remainder of the term through April 
2021. 

Mark is originally from St. Anne, Illinois, and moved to the Frankfort area around 1986 after 
obtaining a BS degree from Eastern Illinois University. His career experience includes IT 
project management for financial and food service companies. He has three children, two sons 
in college and one daughter in high school. His previous board experience includes St. 
Anthony Pre School and St. Mary Mokena School Board and Athletic Board. He is very excited 
to join the Frankfort Park District Board and looks forward to working with everyone.



Ted Adatto
Western DuPage Special Recreation Association welcomed Ted Adatto as the new 
Superintendent of Recreation as of Dec. 11, 2019.

Ted firmly believes access to community-based recreation and social interaction is 
essential to enriching the lives of individuals with disabilities. He looks forward to 
continuing to develop cutting-edge programming and providing the exceptional staff 
experience from which families benefit. 

Ted's 15 years of experience includes time spent as a special education teacher, 
working at three special recreation associations (NSSRA, WDSRA and NWSRA) and 
AutonomyWorks. He is a graduate of the University of Vermont, with a BS in Special 
Education. Ted is also a frequent presenter at state and regional conferences including 

ILTRA, IPRA/IAPD and local police departments. In 2015, he was awarded the ITRS Professional of the Year.

Ted resides in Northbrook with his wife Pam and four children, all under the age of 7. In his free time, Ted enjoys 
coaching his children's sports teams, being outdoors and spending time with his family.

Nancy Miner
After 29 years of outstanding 
dedication and service to 
Western DuPage Special 
Recreation Assocation 
families and participants, 
Nancy Miner, WDSRA's 
Superintendent of Recreation, 
retired on Dec. 31, 2019. 

Nancy served the agency in 
several capacities, including 
Program Supervisor and 

Outreach Manager. For the past 15 years, she has served 
as the Superintendent of Recreation. 

She was a forerunner in offering a number of programs, 
including the Rec & Roll day program for adults, which 
now serves 135 individuals at 6 different sites, and the 
Kiwanis Aktion Club, a community service club for adults 
living with disabilities. A strong proponent of education 
and advocacy, Nancy was instrumental in creating 
WDSRA's first Disability Awareness program, which 
consists of hands-on disability simulation activities 
designed to create empathy and awareness for community 
members. 

Nancy's service goes beyond WDSRA as well. She is a 
member of the Glen Ellyn Kiwanis Club and 110 Women 
Who Care, and she has served as a Board Member for the 
National Association for Down Syndrome. In 2011, she 
was presented with the City of Wheaton's Good Citizen 
Award.
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IAPD

ARCHITECTS/
ENGINEERS

Charles Vincent George 
Architects
Bruce George
1245 E. Diehl Road, Suite101 
Naperville, IL 60563
630-357-2023 PH
630-357-2662 FX
bgeorge@cvgarchitects.com
www.cvgarchitects.com

Dewberry Architects Inc.
Daniel Atilano
132 N. York St., Suite 2C 
Elmhurst, IL 60126
847-841-0571 PH
847-695-6579 FX
datilano@dewberry.com
www.dewberry.com

DLA Architects, Ltd.
Lou Noto
Two Pierce Place 
Suite 1300
Itasca, IL 60143
847-742-4063 PH
l.noto@dla-ltd.com
www.dla-ltd.com

Eriksson Engineering 
Associates
Michael Renner
145 Commerce Drive
Suite A 
Grayslake, IL 60030
847-223-4804 PH
847-223-4864 FX
mrenner@eea-ltd.com
www.eea-ltd.com

Farnsworth Group, Inc.
Bruce Brown
100 Walnut Street
Suite 200 
Peoria, IL 61602
309-689-9888 PH
309-689-9820 FX
bbrown@f-w.com
www.f-w.com

ACCOUNTANTS

Lauterbach & Amen, LLP
Ron Amen
668 N. River Road 
Naperville, IL 60563
630-393-1483 PH
630-393-2516 FX
ramen@lauterbachamen.com
www.lauterbachamen.com

Sikich LLP
Frederick Lantz
1415 West Diehl Road 
Suite 400
Naperville, IL 60563
630-566-8400 PH
630-566-8401 FX
flantz@sikich.com
www.sikich.com

AQUATICS

Aqua Pure Enterprises, Inc.
Thomas Todner
1404 Joliet Rd., Suite A 
Romeoville, IL 60446
630-771-1310 PH
630-771-1301 FX
tom@aquapure-il.com
www.aquarepure-IL.com

Halogen Supply 
Company, Inc.
Rich Hellgeth
4653 W. Lawrence Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60630
773-286-6300 PH
773-286-1024 FX
rhellgeth@halogensupply.com
www.halogensupply.com

Spear Corporation
Sam Blake
12966 North 50 West 
Roachdale, IN 46172
765-577-3100 PH
765-577-3101 FX
sblake@spearcorp.com
www.spearcorp.com

FGM Architects, Inc.
John Dzarnowski
1211 W. 22nd Street, 
Suite 705 
Oak Brook, IL 60523
630-574-8300 PH
630-574-9292 FX
johnd@fgmarchitects.com
www.fgmarchitects.com

Gewalt Hamilton 
Associates, Inc.
Tom Rychlik
625 Forest Edge Dr. 
Vernon Hills, IL 60061
847-478-9700 PH
847-478-9701 FX
trychlik@gha-engineers.com
www.gha-engineers.com

HR Green
Dave Reitz
420 N. Front St., Suite 100 
McHenry, IL 60050
815-385-1778 PH
815-385-1781 FX
dreitz@hrgreen.com
/www.hrgreen.com

Rocco Castellano Design 
Studio Inc.
Rocco Castellano
30 N Vincennes Circle 
Racine, WI 53402
312-925-0907 PH
rocco.castellano@
castellano.design

Sheehan Nagle Hartray 
Architects
Eric Penney
130 E Randolph, Suite 3100
Chicago, IL 60601
312-633-2900 PH
eric@snh-a.com
www.snh-a.com

Stantec Consulting 
Services Inc.
Jim Maland
733 Marquette Ave.
Suite 1000
Minneapolis, MN 55402
651-636-4600 ext: 4759 PH
651-636-1311 FX
jim.maland@stantec.com
www.stantec.com

Studio 222 Architects
Tim Schmitt
222 S. Morgan St., Ste 4B 
Chicago, IL 60607
312-850-4970 PH
312-850-4978 FX
tschmitt@studio222architects.com
www.studio222architects.com

Wight & Company
Robert Ijams
2500 N. Frontage Rd 
Darien, IL 60561
630-739-6644 PH
630-969-7979 FX
rijams@wightco.com
www.wightco.com

Williams Architects, LTD
Karen Lellios
500 Park Boulevard Suite 800
Itasca, IL 60143
630-221-1212 PH
630-221-1220 FX
ktlellios@williams-architects.com
www.williams-architects.com

WT Group
Troy Triphahn
2675 Pratum Ave. 
Hoffman Estates, IL 60192
224-293-6333 PH
224-293-6444 FX
Troy.Triphahn@wtengineering.com
www.wtengineering.com

ATTORNEYS

Ancel Glink
Derke Price
140 South Dearborn Street
6th Floor 
Chicago, IL 60603
312-782-7606 PH
312-782-0943 FX
dprice@ancelglink.com
www.ancelglink.com

IAPD CORPORATE/ASSOCIATE MEMBERS         represents a donation to the Friends of Illinois Parks Foundation
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Tressler LLP
Andrew Paine
233 S. Wacker Drive, 61st FL 
Chicago, IL 60606
312-627-4154 PH
312-627-1717 FX
apaine@tresslerllp.com
www.tresslerllp.com

AUDIO/VISUAL/
PHOTOGRAPHY

Jaffe Films, Inc.
Greg Bizzaro
6135 River Bend Drive 
Lisle, IL 60532
630-730-3777 PH
630-353-0887 FX
greg@jaffefilms.com
www.jaffefilms.com

BACKGROUND 
SCREENING

NCSI - SSCI
Chris Goodman
1853 Piedmont Rd Suite 100
Marietta, GA 30066
866-996-7412 PH
CGoodman@ssci2000.com
www.ssci2000.com/

BANKING

Fifth Third Bank
Sean Durkin
1151 State Street 
Lemont, IL 60439
630-297-5987 PH
630-257-2421 FX
sean.durkin@53.com
www.53.com

CONCESSIONS

Gold Medal Products, Co.
Jim Such
45 North York Rd. 
Besenville, IL 60106
800-767-5352 PH
630-860-5980 FX
jsuch@gmpopcorn.com
www.goldmedalchicago.com

Brooks, Tarulis & Tibble, LLC
Rick Tarulis
1733 Park Street, Suite 100 
Naperville, IL 60563
630-355-2101 PH
630-355-7843 FX
rtarulis@napervillelaw.com
www.napervillelaw.com

Chapman and Cutler LLP
Kelly Kost
111 W. Monroe St. 
Chicago, IL 60603
312-845-3814 PH
312-576-1814 FX
kost@chapman.com
www.chapman.com

Hervas, Condon & Bersani, 
P.C.
Michael Bersani
333 Pierce Rd., Suite 195 
Itasca, IL 60143
630-773-4774 PH
630-773-4851 FX
mbersani@hcbattorneys.com
www.hcbattorneys.com

Ice Miller LLP
Shelly Scinto
200 West Madison Street, 
#3500 
Chicago, IL 60606
312-726-8116 PH
312-726-2529 FX
Shelly.Scinto@icemiller.com
www.icemiller.com/

Littler Mendelson PC
Christopher Johlie
321 N. Clark St., Suite 1000 
Chicago, IL 60654
312-795-3230 PH
cjohlie@littler.com
www.littler.com

Robbins Schwartz
Steven Adams
631 E. Boughton Road, #200 
Bolingbrook, IL 60440
630-929-3639 PH
815-722-0450 FX
sadams@robbins-
schwartz.com
www.robbins-schwartz.com

V3 Companies
Greg Wolterstorff
7325 Janes Ave. 
Woodridge, IL 60517
630-729-6334 PH
630-724-9202 FX
gwolterstorff@v3co.com
www.v3co.com

CONSULTANTS

aQity Research & Insights, Inc.
Jeff Andreasen
820 Davis. St. Suite 502
Evanston, IL 60201
847-424-4171 PH
847-328-8995 FX
j.andreasen@aqityresearch.com
www.aqityresearch.com

Inspec, Inc.
David Foler
8618 W. Catalpa 
Suites 1109-1110
Chicago, IL 60656
773-892-2771 PH
773-444-0221 FX
dfoler@inspec.com
www.inspec.com

DATA COLLECTION

Smart Field Forms
Lee Forkenbrock
8745 W. Higgins Rd.
Chicago, IL 60631
815-210-2529 PH
lee@smartfieldforms.com
smartfieldforms.com/

ENERGY MANAGEMENT

Ameren
Carol Kulek
1110 Memory Lane 
Springfield, IL 62707
217-741-2489 PH
CKulek@ameren.com
www.amerenillinoissavings.com

CONSTRUCTION 
MANAGEMENT

Corporate Construction 
Services
Michael Rink
1323 Butterfield Rd., Suite 
110 
Downers Grove, IL 60515
630-271-0500 PH
630-271-0505 FX
ccs@corporateconstruction
services.com
www.corporateconstruction
services.com

Frederick Quinn Corporation
Jack Hayes
103 South Church Street 
Addison, IL 60101
630-628-8500 PH
630-628-8595 FX
jhayes@fquinncorp.com
www.fquinncorp.com/

Henry Bros. Co.
Marc Deneau
9821 S. 78th Ave. 
Hickory Hills, IL 60457
708-430-5400 PH
708-430-8262 FX
mdeneau@henrybros.com
www.henrybros.com

Lamp Incorporated
Ian Lamp
460 N. Grove Ave. 
Elgin, IL 60120
847-741-7220 PH
847-741-9677 FX
ilamp@lampinc.net
www.lampinc.net

Norwalk Concrete Industries
Scott Kinnamon
80 Commerce Drive 
Norwalk, OH 44857
800-733-3624 PH
419-663-0627 FX
skinn@nciprecast.com
www.nciprecast.com
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FINANCIAL

Mesirow Financial, Inc.
Todd Krzyskowski
353 N. Clark St. 
Chicago, IL 60654
312-595-7842 PH
tkrzyskowski@
mesirowfinancial.com
www.mesirowfinancial.com

Speer Financial, Inc.
Aaron Gold
1 N LaSalle St #4100 
Chicago, IL 60602
312-780-2280 PH
312-346-8833 FX
agold@speerfinancial.com
www.speerfinancial.com

Wintrust Governemnt Funds
Tim O'Brien
231 S. LaSalle Street 
2nd Floor
Chicago, IL 60604
312-981-0765 PH
tobrien@wintrust.com
www.wintrust.com/

FLOORING

Sport Court Midwest
Patrick Walker
747 N Church Rd. 
Suite G10 
Elmhurst, IL 60126
630-350-8652 PH
630-350-8657 FX
info@courtofsport.com
www.courtofsport.com

HOSPITALITY

Hyatt Regency Chicago
Sarah Welsch
151 E Wacker Dr 
Chicago, IL 60601
312-239-4559 PH
sarah.welsch@hyatt.com
www.chicagoregency.hyatt.com

ComEd Energy Efficiency 
Program
Amy Populorum
3 Lincoln Centre 
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181
630-437-4610 PH
Amy.Populorum@ComEd.com
www.ComEd.com/
PublicSectorEE

Seven Utility Management 
Consultants
Dale Snyder
7704 Oakridge Rd. 
North Little Rock, AR 72116
501-835-3142 PH
866-546-8561 FX
dsnyder@sevenutility.com
www.sevenutility.com

Trane
Aaron Raftery
7100 S. Madison 
Willowbrook, IL 60527
630-203-7007 PH
Aaron.Raftery@irco.com
www.trane.com

ENTERTAINMENT

Medieval Times Dinner & 
Tournament
Andy Hardy
2001 N. Roselle Rd. 
Schaumburg, IL 60195
847-882-1995 PH
847-882-0202 FX
andy.hardy@medievaltimes.com
www.medievaltimes.com

ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSULTANTS

Deigan & Associates
Kirsten Myles
28835 N. Herky Dr.
Lake Bluff, IL 60044
847-578-5000 PH
847-549-3242 FX
kmyles@deiganassociates.com
www.deiganassociates.com

Openlands
Gerald Adelmann
25 E. Washington Street
Suite 1650 
Chicago, IL 60602
312-427-4256 PH
312-427-6251 FX
jadelmann@openlands.org
www.openlands.org

LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTS

Hitchcock Design Group
Bill Inman
22 E. Chicago Ave., Suite 200A 
Naperville, IL 60540
630-961-1787 PH
630-961-9925 FX
binman@hitchcock
designgroup.com
www.hitchcockdesigngroup.com

JSD Professional Services
Lori Vierow
161 Horizon Drive Suite 101
Verona, WI 53593
312-644-3379 PH
lori.vierow@jsdinc.com
www.jsdinc.com/

LANDSCAPE 
SERVICES/SUPPLIES

ForeverLawn Chicago
Justin Lettenberger
3438 Colony Bay Drive 
Rockford, IL 61109
779-368-0251 PH
justin@chicago.foreverlawn.com
www.foreverlawnchicago.com

Homer Industries, LLC
Todd Hahn
14000 S. Archer Ave. 
Lockport, IL 60441
815-838-0863 PH
815-838-0378 FX
todd@homertree.com
www.homerindustries.com

INSURANCE

Illinois Parks Association Risk 
Services (IPARKS)
Ryan Pnakovich
315 South Kalamazoo Mall 
Kalamazoo, MI 49007
800-692-9522 PH
rpnakovich@bfgroup.com
www.iparks.org

Park District Risk 
Management Agency (PDRMA)
Brett Davis
2033 Burlington Avenue 
Lisle, IL 60532
630-769-0332 PH
630-769-0449 FX
bdavis@pdrma.org
www.pdrma.org

INVESTMENTS

PFM Asset Management
Michelle Binns
222 N. LaSalle, Suite 910 
Chicago, IL 60601
312-523-2423 PH
312-977-1570 FX
BINNSM@pfm.com
www.pfm.com

PMA Financial Network, Inc.
2135 City Gate Ln., 7th Floor 
Naperville, IL 60563
630-718-8710 FX
Courtney Soesbe – Financial
630-657-6421 PH
csoesbe@pmanetwork.com
Andrew Kim – Securities
630-657-6449 PH
akim@pmanetwork.com
www.pmanetwork.com

LAND PRESERVATION

Illinois Nature Conservancy
Ashley Maybanks
8 S. Michigan Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60603
amaybanks@TNC.ORG
wwwnature.org/illinois
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McGinty Bros., Inc. Lawn 
& Tree Care
Brian McGinty
3744 E. Cuba Rd. 
Long Grove, IL 60047
847-438-5161 PH
847-438-1883 FX
brian@mcgintybros.com
www.mcgintybros.com

LIGHTING

Musco Sports Lighting
David Miller
100 1st Ave. West 
Oskaloosa, IA 52577
877-388-7652 PH
david.miller@musco.com
www.musco.com

NATURAL GAS

Nicor Gas Energy 
Efficiency Program
Tara Brown
1844 Ferry Road 
Naperville, IL 60563
630-388-3844 PH
tarbrown@southernco.com
www.southernco.com

PARKS & 
PLAYGROUNDS

Commercial Recreation 
Specialists
Ron Romans
807 Liberty Drive, Suite 101 
Verona, WI 53593
877-896-8442 PH
info@crs4rec.com
www.crs4rec.com

Cunningham Recreation
Michele Breakfield
2135 City Gate Lane 
Ste 300 
Naperville, IL 60563
800-4382780 PH
630-554-3750 FX
michele@cunninghamrec.com
www.cunninghamrec.com

Kompan
Todd Stortz
4170 N Marine Dr 8L
Chicago, IL 60613
312-622-7492 PH
todsto@kompan.com
www.kompan.com

NuToys Leisure Products
Sheilah Wasielewski
915 Hillgrove 
LaGrange, IL 60525
708-579-9055 PH
708-579-0109 FX
sheilahw@nutoys4fun.com
www.nutoys4fun.com

Rainbow Farm 
Enterprises Inc
Jackie Musch
25715 S. Ridgeland Avenue 
Monee, IL 60449
708-534-1070 PH
708-534-1138 FX
rainbowfarms@nettech.com
www.RainbowFarmsMulch.com

Team REIL Inc.
John Cederlund
17421 Marengo Rd. 
Union, IL 60180
888-438-7345 PH
815-923-2204 FX
john@getreil.com
www.getreil.com

PLAQUES/STATUES/
AWARDS

Bronze Memorial Company
Rick Gurrieri
1842 N. Elston Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60642
773-276-7972 PH
773-276-9656 FX
bronzememco@gmail.com
bronzememco.com

PURCHASING

TIPS
Jeff Shokrian
4845 US Hwy 271 North 
Pittsburg, TX 75686
866-839-8477 PH
866-839-8472 FX
sarah.bond@tips-usa.com
www.tips-usa.com

SIGNAGE

Divine Signs & Graphics
Jeff Miller
601 Estes Avenue 
Schaumburg, IL 60173
847-534-9220 PH
jmiller@divinesignsinc.com
www.divinesignsinc.com

TECHNOLOGY

Access One Inc
Bryan Green
820 West Jackson, 6th Floor 
Chicago, IL 60607
312-441-0183 PH
bgreen@accessoneinc.com
www.accessoneinc.com/

Call One
Larry Widmer
225 W. Wacker Dr., 8th Floor 
Chicago, IL 60606
312-496-6693 PH
lwidmer@callone.com
www.callone.com

Links Technology 
Solutions, Inc.
James Burke
440 East State Parkway 
Suite 220
Schaumburg, IL 60173
847-252-7285 PH
847-574-5824 FX
jburke@linkstechnology.com
www.linkstechnology.com

Vermont Systems
Kathy Messier
12 Market Pl 
Essex Junction, VT 5452
802-8796993 PH
802-879-6993 FX
kathym@vermontsystems.com
www.vermontsystems.com

TRANSPORTATION

Best Bus Sales
Rob Zimmerman
1216 Rand Rd. 
Des Plaines, IL 60016
847-297-3177 PH
847-789-8592 FX
karen@bestbussales.com
www.bestbussales.com

Monroe Truck Equipment
Sarah Monson
1051 W. 7th Street 
Monroe, WI 53566
608-329-8112 PH
smonson@monroetruck.com
www.monroetruck.com

WATER RECREATION

WhiteWater West
Justin Yeager
6700 McMillan Way 
Richmond, BC V6W1J7
604-273-1068 PH
justin.yeager@whitewaterwest.com
www.whitewaterwest.com/

WORKERS 
COMPENSATION

Illinois Public Risk Fund
Robert Buhs
7851 W. 185th Street 
Suite 101
Tinley Park, IL 60477
708-429-6300 PH
708-429-6488 FX
rbuhs@iprf.com
www.iprf.com

WORKPLACE SAFETY 
TRAINING

Serve and Protect Law LLC
Joseph Crimmins
3400 W. Stonegate Blvd. 
#2339
Arlington Heights, IL 60005
847-691-1665 PH
joe@serveandprotectlaw.com
www.serveandprotectlaw.com

Please contact Alan Howard 
at ahoward@ilparks.org for 
updates or changes to your 
corporate member listing.
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IPRA

AQUATICS

AQUATIC COUNCIL, LLC
Timothy Auerhahn, CPOI
78 Lyndale Drive
Rochester, NY 14624
tim@aquaticcouncil.com
585-415-6926 PH
aquaticcouncil.com

JEFF ELLIS AND ASSOCIATES, INC.
Joe Stefanyak
PO Box 2160
Windermere, FL 34786
joe.stefanyak@jellis.com
407-401-7120 PH
jellis.com

JUST IN TIME POOL & SPA 
Michael Butkovich
121 Eisenhower Lane
Lombard, IL 60148
justintimepool@yahoo.com
312-622-2223 PH

RAMUC POOL PAINT
Rebecca Spencer
36 Pine Street
Rockaway, NJ 07866
rspencer@ramucpoolpaint.com
800-745-6756 PH
ramucpoolpaint.com

BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION

BID EVOLUTION
Steve Kulovits
1905 Sequoia Drive
Suite 201
Aurora, IL 60506
stevek@bidevolution.com
630-450-8360 PH
bidevolution.com

FREDERICK QUINN CORP
Jack Hayes
103 S. Church Street
Addison, IL 60101
jhayes@fquinncorp.com
630-628-8500 PH
fquinncorp.com

INTEGRAL CONSTRUCTION INC.
Christopher Osinski
320 Rocbaar Drive
Romeoville, IL 60446
cosinski@buildintegral.com
844-317-7403 PH
 
LAMP INCORPORATED
Ian Lamp
460 N. Grove Avenue
Elgin, IL 60120
ilamp@lampinc.net
847-741-7220 (305) PH
lampinc.net

STALKER SPORTS FLOORS
Steve Stalker
1215 W Waupaca Street 
info@stalkersportsfloors.com
800-831-8773 PH
stalkersportsfloors.com

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

APPLE CANYON LAKE PROPERTY 
OWNERS ASSOCIATION
Ashlee Miller
14A157 Canyon Club Drive
Apple River, IL 61001-9576
Ashlee.Miller@applecanyonlake.org
815-492-2238 PH
applecanyonlake.org

ENERGY MANAGEMENT

MIDWEST MECHANICAL
Jaylen Thompson
801 Parkview Boulevard
Lombard, IL 60148
jaylen.thompson@midwestmech.com
630-280-6262 PH
midwestmech.com

ENTERTAINMENT & EVENT 
SERVICES

FLOODS ROYAL FLUSH
Coleen Geary
PO Box 303
Wasco, IL 60183-0303
Coleen.Geary@FloodsRoyalFlush.com
888-358-7404 PH
floodsroyalflush.com

MELROSE PYROTECHNICS
Jonathan Gesse
PO Box 302
Kingsbury, IN 46345
jon@melrosepyro.com
219-393-5522 PH
melrosepyro.com

FINANCE

LAUTERBACH & AMEN, LLP
Ron Amen
668 N. River Road
Naperville, IL 60563
ramen@lauterbachamen.com
630-393-1483 PH
lauterbachamen.com

SPEER FINANCIAL
Aaron Gold
One North LaSalle Street
Suite 4100
Chicago, IL 60602
agold@speerfinancial.com
312-780-2280 PH
speerfinancial.com

WINTRUST FINANCIAL CORPORATION
Aimee Briles
9700 W. Higgins Road

th4  Floor
Rosemont, IL 60018
abriles@wintrust.com
630-560-2120 PH
wintrust.com

LANDSCAPE 
SERVICES/SUPPLIES

CONFLUENCE
Craig Soncrant
307 N. Michigan Ave., #601
Chicago, IL 60601
csoncrant@thinkconfluence.com
312-663-5494 PH
thinkconfluence.com

GLI, INC.
George Petecki
1410 Mills Road
Joliet, IL 60433
bridget@georgeslandscaping.com
815-774-0350 PH
georgeslandscaping.com

GREEN-UP
Bernard Schroeder
23940 Andrew Road
Plainfield, IL 60585
sandy@green-up.com
815-372-3000 PH
green-up.com

NELS JOHNSON TREE EXPERTS
Chris Beiser
912 Pitner Avenue
Evanston, IL 60202
cbeiser@nelsjohnsontree.com
847-475-1877 PH 
nelsjohnsontree.com

THE DAVEY TREE EXPERT COMPANY
Mandy McCauley
1375 E Woodfield Road, Suite 204
Schaumburg, IL 60173-5424
mandy.mccauley@davey.com
630-422-1870 PH
davey.com

THE MULCH CENTER
Jim Seckelmann
21457 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Deerfield, IL 60015
jim@mulchcenter.com
847-459-7200 PH
mulchcenter.com
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MARKETING & 
COMMUNICATIONS

A5 MARKETING & BRANDING
Eric Lee Wilson, CPRP
1 North La Salle Street, 47th Floor
Chicago, IL 60602
jharris@a5inc.com
312-706-2525 PH
a5inc.com

EXCEL AERIAL IMAGES, LLC
Eric Lee Wilson, CPRP
1137 E. Woodrow Avenue
Lombard, IL 60148
ericlee@excelaerialimagesllc.com
224-775-4623 PH
excelaerialimages.com

PARKS & PLAYGROUNDS

CUNNINGHAM RECREATION
Michele Breakfield
2135 City Center Lane
Suite 300
Naperville, IL 60563
michele@cunninghamrec.com
800-438-2780 PH
cunninghamrec.com

FIELDTURF USA, INC.
Jonathan Huard
175 N. Industrial Boulevard NE
Calhoun, GA 30701
jonathan.huard@fieldturf.com
630-474-9817 PH
fieldturf.com

PLAY & PARK STRUCTURES
Steve Casada
303 Bass Street
Park Hills, MO 63601
scasada@playandpark.com
573-631-1968 PH
playandpark.com

PLAY & PARK STRUCTURES OF 
NORTHERN IL/PLAY & PARK 
STRUCTURES
Patrick Puebla

st4516 21  Avenue
Moline, IL 61265
ppuebla@playandpark.com
309-339-0536 PH

PLAY ILLINOIS
Margaret Chaidez         
4716 Roslyn Road
Downers Grove, IL 60515
mchaidez@playil.com
630-730-3645 PH
playil.com

VORTEX AQUATIC STRUCTURES 
INTERNATIONAL
Barb Lapierre       
328 Av Avro
Pointe-Claire, QC H9R 5W5, CANADA
ktrudel@vortex-intl.com
877-586-7839 PH
vortex-intl.com

PLANNING & DESIGN

CARDNO
Anngie Richter
6605 W Steger Road, Suite A
Monee, IL 60449-7044
anngie.richter@cardno.com
708-627-8018 PH
cardno.com

DEUCHLER ENGINEERING 
CORPORATION
Pat Kelsey
230 Woodlawn Avenue
Aurora, IL 60506-5194
pkelsey@deuchler.com
630-423-0482 PH
deuchler.com

FGM ARCHITECTS
John Dzarnowski

nd1211 W. 22  Street
Suite 705
Oakbrook, IL 60523
johnd@fgmarchitects.com
630-574-8300 PH
fgmarchitects.com

GEWALT HAMILTON ASSOCIATES
Michael Shrake
625 Forest Edge Drive
Vernon Hills, IL 60061
mshrake@gha-engineers.com
847-478-9700 PH
gha-engineers.com

HITCHCOCK DESIGN GROUP
Bill Inman
225 W. Jefferson Avenue
Naperville, IL 60540
binman@hitchcockdesigngroup.com
630-961-1787 PH
hitchcockdesigngroup.com

JSD PROFESSIONAL SERVICES, INC.
Lori Vierow
1400 E Touhy Avenue
Suite 215
Des Plaines, IL 60018-3339
lori.vierow@jsdinc.com
630-362-6681 PH
jsdinc.com

MANHARD CONSULTING
Matt Nelson, PLA, ASLA, LEED AP
One Overlook Point, Suite 290
Lincolnshire, IL 60069
mnelson@manhard.com
630-925-1047 PH
Manhard.com

SMITHGROUP 
Brett Weidl
35 E. Wacker Drive
Suite 900
Chicago, IL 60601
brett.weidl@smithgroup.com
312-641-0770 PH
smithgroup.com

STUDIO PARK AVE
Benjamin Kutscheid
685 Park Avenue W
Highland Park, IL 60035-2425
ben@StudioParkAve.com
847-217-5076 PH
studioparkave.com

TBDA
Tom Bassett-Dilley
216 Harrison Street
Oak Park, IL 60304-1534
info@tbdarchitects.com
708-434-0381 PH
tbdarchitects.com

THE LARSON EQUIPMENT AND 
FURNITURE COMPANY
Dave Dillon
1000 E. State Parkway, Unit F
Schaumburg, IL 60173
ddillon@larsoncompany.com
847-705-0460 PH
larsoncompany.com

WATERMARK ENGINEERING 
RESOURCES
Kenneth M. Price
2631 Ginger Woods Parkway
Suite 100
Aurora, IL 60502
kprice@watermark-engineering.com
630-375-1800 PH
watermark-engineering.com

WIGHT & COMPANY
Robert Ijams
2500 N. Frontage Road
Darien, IL 60561
rijams@wightco.com
630-739-6644 PH
wightco.com

WILLIAMS ARCHITECTS
Olga Henderson
500 Park Boulevard
Suite 800
Itasca, IL 60143
ohhenderson@williamsarchitects.com
630-221-1212 PH
williams-architects.com

WT GROUP
Jaclyn Triphahn
2675 Pratum Avenue
Hoffman Estates, IL 60192
Jaclyn.Triphahn@wtengineering.com
224-293-6333 PH
wtengineering.com
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

ANCEL GLINK DIAMOND BUSH 
DICIANNI & KRAFTHEFER P.C.
Robert Bush
140 S. Dearborn Street
6th Floor
Chicago, IL 60603
rbush@ancelglink.com
312-604-9105 PH
ancelglink.com

BERRYDUNN
Dannielle Wilson
100 Middle Street 
4th Floor East Tower
Portland, ME 04101
DWilson@BerryDunn.com
207-842-8121 PH
berrydunn.com

GREG PETRY CONSULTING
Greg Petry, CPRE
474 Glendenning Place
Waukegan, IL 60087
greg@gregpetryconsulting.com
847-287-4721 PH

HR SOURCE
Christopher Schneider
3025 Highland Parkway
Suite 225
Downers Grove, IL 60515
cschneider@hrsource.org
630-963-7600 x232 PH

ILLINOIS PUBLIC RISK FUND
Robert Buhs     
7851 W. 185th Street
Suite 101
Tinley Park, IL 60477
rbuhs@iprf.com
708-429-6300 PH
iprf.com

PDRMA
Brett Davis
2033 Burlington Avenue
Lisle, IL 60532
bdavis@pdrma.org
630-769-0332 PH
pdrma.org

TRANE
Aaron Raftery
7100 S. Madison Street
Willowbrook, IL 60527
aaron.raftery@irco.com
630-203-7007 PH
irco.com

TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS

COMMUNITYPASS
Tim Bracken
141 Dayton Street, Suite 204
Ridgewood, NJ 07450-4430
tbracken@capturepoint.com
201-689-2323 ext: 202 PH
communitypass.net

RAM COMMUNICATIONS INC.
Rob McCoy
2720 S River Rd., Ste 152
Des Plaines, IL 60018-4111
info@ramcomminc.com
847-358-0917  PH
ramcomminc.com

THINKINGKAP LEARNING SOLUTIONS, 
INC.
Stephania Buteyn
16142 W Blackhawk Drive
Lockport, IL 60441-4352
stephania@thinkingkaplearning.com
708-414-0888 PH
thinkingkaplearning.com

VERMONT SYSTEMS, INC.
Kathy Messier
12 Market Place
Essex Junction, VT 05452
kathym@vermontsystems.com
877-883-8757 PH
vermontsystems.com
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