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FROM THE EDITOR

When talking about what
makes a good community,
often one question gets
asked.

Is it a good place to live,
work, and play?

That last element is our
focus for this issue of
Illinois Parks and Recreation. Being the father
of two children, an eight-year-old daughter and
an almost two-year-old son, the importance of
having places for children to play is one that |
hold close to my heart. It does not matter if it is
as simple as a swing set or a full playground,
giving children the opportunity to explore
different modes of outdoor activity is important
in development and growth.

Play comes in many different forms and is
constantly evolving to meet the needs of a
community hungry for interaction and
engagement. This issue will look at some of the
unique projects that agencies are doing to stay
ahead of the curve, what new equipment is out
there and what some of the upcoming trends are
that you should be ready for.

In our first story on page 12, Trends in Parks &
Recreation, IPARKS explores what is just around
the corner for the future of play. On page 16's
“They're Not Ready to Go Home Yet,” the Burr
Ridge Park District details innovative ways they
determine what new equipment to install. In
Playground Upgrades: An Act of Continuous
Process Improvement in the Plainfield Park
District on page 24, the Plainfield Park District
reveals how it determined upgrades to
playground equipment.

This issue is jam packed with great insights into
the creative ways park districts and
manufacturers are working hand-in-hand to
deliver unique and rewarding experiences to
visitors.

Thanks for reading!

— Wayne Utterback, Editor
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GET ON BOARD

The Art and Practice of Onboarding

Peter M. Murphy, Esq., CAE, IOM
IAPD President and CEO

Odd numbered years are synonymous with the election of
new board members at park and recreation agencies across
[llinois. With the arrival of new faces comes new ideas,
energy and enthusiasm for what you do. The potential for a
new winning team as a board is assisted by a great
onboarding process to ensure that your agency doesn't miss
a step in carrying out the agency's vision, mission, and
strategic plan for the community.

As you initiate the process, consider the following
suggestions. The time invested in this process is sure to
bring rewards in agency staff and board cohesiveness.

The first step should be to walk each new board member
through the information which forms the basis of your
organization. | would suggest that you first share those “need
to know” documents which command your board's closest
attention.

Review the bylaws that clarify the big picture for the board,
including its main policies and organizational structures.

Explain how your individual policies paraphrase a law,
explain a procedure, clarify a principle, or interpret a
particular bylaw. They are the protocol to follow and help
eliminate embarrassing situations, improper behavior and
ineffective decision making.

Share board related policies as well as personnel, and
financial policies, while explaining that the chief executive is
responsible for personnel and office procedures, and the
board responsibility is to ensure that they are reviewed and
adequate to meet the needs of the district.

Job descriptions for board members and the chief executive
save the board from a multitude of misunderstandings and
misinterpretations. Reviewing the list of expectations for
individual board members and officers is a reminder for
current and new members of their roles and responsibilities.
Share committee descriptions which define what these
groups are expected to accomplish as determined by the full
board.
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Explain how agendas for board meetings, retreats or
committee meetings help keep the board focused on issues
that belong to it, rather than operational matters. Discuss
how your agency's vision and mission are the litmus test for
decision making. Board meeting agendas guide the board's
official business when its members get together to make
governance decisions and provide an organized efficient
exchange of information that results in sound decisions.
Explain the function of consent agendas and how they help
the board focus on issues of real importance.

“You will never get a
second chance to

make a first impression.”

— Will Rogers

Meeting minutes are proof that the agenda got
accomplished. They record what occurred in your meeting.
Each board member needs to read the draft and approve
the contents at the next meeting. Be sure to explain the
executive session procedure and process, and how minutes
that relate to it are reviewed.

Your board manual is the compilation of documents that
new and current board members use to refresh their
memory or to learn how to fit into your board culture. No
law demands that you have a manual, but it is good
practice as it provides your members with easy access to
your documents. Making your manual available
electronically is a great option for providing key documents
that may be commonly referenced by board members.

For a quick start, review:
* The agency's history
* The district's organizational chart
* The meeting minutes from the past year
* The past six months financial reports
e last year's annual audit; and
* The board policy manual

www.lLipra.org



On the laws affecting board service, review initially and
annually thereafter:

e The Open Meetings Act

¢ The Public Officials Prohibited Activities Act

¢ Rules regarding Incompatibility of Office

e The Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) for its impact on

board communications

e Law governing interference with public contracting

¢ Time off for official meetings; and

e The Truth in Taxation Act

Provide answers to the following questions:

¢ What are the board members' fiduciary responsibilities
including ways they can avoid conflicts of interest or
perceptions of conflicts of interest?

e What are the board members' responsibilities regarding
attendance at meetings (before, during and after)?

* What are the board member's responsibilities regarding
relationships with staff?

¢ How does the board expect members to interact with
the public during meetings, agency events or in general?

e What other general expectations does the board have of
its members?

| have found that it is helpful to use examples with the
answers to each of these questions. For a new board
member, it provides context for them about the agency.

Share the Board Member Code of Ethics which can be found
on the back of their new IAPD membership card as follows:

As a member of the board, | will:

¢ Represent the interests of all people in the community. |
will not favor any particular special interests.

¢ Not use my service on the board for my own personal
advantage or for the advantage of my friends or
supporters.

o Keep privileged information confidential.

e Approach all board issues with an open mind, prepared
to make the best decisions for everyone involved.

¢ Do nothing to violate the trust of those who elected or
appointed me to the board or of those we serve.

* Focus my efforts on the mission of the agency and
not on my personal goals.

* Never exercise authority as a board member except
when acting in a meeting with the full board or as | am
delegated by the board.

Finally, it is important to have a conversation about the
board's culture so that new board members have an
understanding of the expectations that the board will have of
them as well as the expectations they should have of the
board. Every board has a unique culture, and it is
advantageous to good board governance that this culture be
shared as quickly as possible.

Many times, new board members may be surprised to learn
that they have no individual authority. Even though they

have individual responsibilities and legal duties, unlike
other boards they may be familiar with, pointing out that
authority is vested in the board as a body is important to
emphasize when rolling out the welcome mat.

A well thought out and effective onboarding process will
make for a smooth transition for your district. For more
ideas on this and other good governance topics, visit the
IAPD website at ILparks.org. Don't miss the opportunity to
expose new and seasoned board members to IAPD's
content rich Commissioner Boot Camps scheduled in May
and June.

NEW BOARD MEMBER CHECKLIST

M Ask Your Agency to Add You to the IAPD database
New commissioners need to be added to IAPD's
database in order to receive important emails on
legislative issues, IAPD educational programs and
events. To update or add your information, contact Kari
Catton at 217-523-4554 or iapd@ilparks.org.

M Register for IAPD Educational Opportunities
IAPD Boot Camps

Board members learn what to expect in their role as
elected commissioners including park district finances
and the role of the board. This is a perfect opportunity
for new board members to begin their service on the
right foot, and attendance at IAPD's Boot Camp
satisfies the critical one-time Open Meetings Act
training requirement.

M Order The Park District Code

Make sure you have the resources you need to help you
be the best board member you can be. Order a copy of
The Park District Code and get a guide publication
FREE! Visit the IAPD Store at ILparks.org and order
yours today. And, don't forget a commissioner pin! All
items ship day of order.

M Sign up for the Board Member Development
Program

Participation in the program is free and can garner
numerous benefits including recognition from fellow
colleagues, legislators, media and the public. The
program tracks accomplishments obtained while
commissioners serve on a board, which pays dividends
during re-election.

M Follow Us on Social Media

Like us on Facebook, connect with us on LinkedlIn, and
follow us on Twitter and Instagram for important and
timely information on grants, educational opportunities
and more.

M Read “Make the Most of Your lllinois Association
of Park Districts Membership”

www.lLparks.org March/April 2021 7



STATEHOUSE INSIDER

ISSUES & INSIGHTS FROM THE LEGAL/LEGISLATIVE SCENE

102" General Assembly Underway

Despite COVID Challenges

Jason Anselment
General Counsel

The 102™ General Assembly commenced on January 13
amid unusual circumstances triggered by the pandemic.
Since March 5, 2020, the previous 101 General Assembly
had only convened in Springfield for an abbreviated 4-day
special session on May 20-23, 2020, and again for a six-day
“lame duck” session beginning January 8, 2021, before
adjourning sine die.

As lawmakers eye a return to Springfield to regularly conduct
business in person this spring, both the House and Senate
have authorized remote committee hearings. Although the
State budget will obviously remain front and center as the
State continues to confront budget shortfalls, the overall
scope of the spring legislative agenda remains unclear as this
issue goes to press.

One thing for certain is that there will be plenty of legislation
to consider because COVID-19 has had no impact on the
total number of new bills that have been filed in the past two
months. IAPD has reviewed each of the nearly 7,000 bills for
their impact on the IAPD membership. As always, the status
of all bills we are tracking is available at ILparks.org.

IAPD Platform

IAPD has introduced several legislative initiatives as part of
the 2021-22 IAPD Legislative Platform, which are identified
on the brochure that is affixed to this page as a convenient,
detachable guide. As always, we will be advocating
throughout the Spring Session for a full OSLAD appropriation
and to protect these dedicated special funds from the
Governor's proposed fund sweeps as we also continue our
yearlong efforts to seek eligibility for funding for IAPD
member agencies for reimbursement of pandemic-related
expenses and replacement of lost revenues that resulted from
State-mandated closures and restrictions.

Other Newly Introduced Bills with the Potential

to Impact the IAPD Membership
While it is still too early in the legislative process to know
which proposals will have support to move forward or how

8 Illinois Parks & Recreation

the General Assembly's remote committee hearings may
impact the movement of legislation this spring, the bills
below provide a small sample of the 659 bills we are
already tracking because of the potential impact on IAPD
member agencies. In addition, we will also be vigilant
about more than a dozen different bills that would freeze or
reduce local property taxes.

HB 162 (Keicher, J.) would require each unit of local
government except municipalities and counties to form a
committee within one year, and at least once every 10
years thereafter, to study local efficiencies, to analyze
whether to consolidate with another governmental unit,
and to create a report within 6 months of the date the
committee was formed.

HB 340 (Batinick, M.) would provide a process for
recalling local officeholders that are elected at a general
consolidated election.

HB 433 (Carroll, J.) is a reintroduction of the "Citizen's
Empowerment Act" that we have discussed on numerous
occasions during the past few years. While this measure
does not specifically target park districts, it would allow
just 5% of voters at the last general election to initiate a
referendum to dissolve any unit of local government and
transfer all its property and other assets to any other unit
of government. The legislation provides no safeguards or
protections for citizens when it comes to their long-term
investments in facilities, programs and services and,
instead, places those public assets and services at risk.

HB 846 (Ugaste, D.) would amend the Bond Authorization
Act to eliminate the authority of a public corporation to
levy taxes in connection with the payment of bonds or
other evidence of indebtedness upon the maturity date of
the bond or other evidence of indebtedness or upon the
discharge of the debt, whichever comes first.

HB 2496 (Lewis, S.) would require every governmental
unit that is governed by an elected governing body that has

www.lLipra.org



not enacted term limits for its chairpersons or presidents to
consider and decide whether to impose such term limits by
the end of the year and every 2 years thereafter.

HB 2530 (Rita, R.) / SB 1667 (Holmes, L.) would permit
electronic certification of the annual tax levy to the county
clerk, while HB 1753 (Mazzochi, D.) would require all
districts to annually certify their levies on or before the
third Tuesday in December rather than the last Tuesday in
December.

HB 2544 (Ugaste, D.) would prohibit a taxing district from
holding more than 150% of its prior property tax levy
collections in cash or cash-equivalent assets. If the taxing
district had more than that amount in cash or cash-
equivalent assets at the end of any fiscal quarter, then the
excess amount would have to be refunded to taxpayers pro
rata based on each taxpayer's percentage of the total levy
for the previous year.

HB 2806 (Halbrook, B.) would allow a person or entity
that appoints a member of a volunteer board or
commission of a unit of local government to remove that
member for misconduct, official misconduct, or neglect of
office in addition to any other method of removal provided
by law.

HB 2807 (Halbrook, B.) would create the Local
Accumulation of Funds Act to limit the amount of funds a
unit of local government can reserve, excluding its capital
fund, to an amount equal to or greater than 2.5 times the
annual average expenditure during the previous 3 fiscal
years of the unit of local government.

HB 2815 (Halbrook, B.) would amend FOIA to provide an
elected or appointed public official of a public body with a
right to all non-exempt records of that public body and
each of its subsidiary public bodies without requiring the
official to submit a FOIA request.

HB 2830 (Caulkins, D.) would amend the Open Meetings
Act to prohibit a public body from conducting a closed
meeting by audio or video conference and require closed
meetings to be conducted with the physical presence of a
quorum of the members of the public body.

Conversely, SB 482 (Castro, C.) and SB 2246 (Koehler,
D.) would alter last year's changes to the Open Meetings
Act that established the new process for holding remote
meetings during the pandemic by removing the
requirement related to a disaster declaration and effectively
permitting a remote meeting where it is determined to be
in the best interest of the public body.

HB 2959 (Lilly, C.) would establish the Park and Museum
District Business Enterprise Act and create a state council
comprised of members appointed by the Governor. The bill
would also impose a series of minimum requirements for
park districts and museum districts related to the
percentage of contracts with businesses owned by
minorities, women, and persons with disabilities.

HB 3122 (Gonzalez, E., Jr.) is a reintroduction of
legislation from the 101* General Assembly that would
require every park district, municipal park and recreation
agency, or special recreation agency to test each source of
potable water in a park for lead contamination and impose
minimum testing requirements. The bill would also
mandate specific reporting and notification requirements
depending upon the results.

HB 3410 (Morrison, T.) is similar to bills that have passed
the House in recent years and would generally require a
unit of local government with an operating budget of at
least $1 million to maintain an Internet website with nearly
a dozen categories of information that are easily accessible
from the homepage, searchable, and posted for at least ten
years.

SB 1778 (Murphy, L.) is also a reintroduction of legislation
from the 101 General Assembly and would amend the
Park District Code to impose nearly 20 pages of training,
administration and notification requirements on all park
districts related to asthma medication, epinephrine
injectors, and opioid antagonists used by program
participants and would also require each park district to
adopt certain emergency response protocols related thereto.

SB 2206 and SB 2207 (Plummer, J.) would require a unit
of local government to compile a list of the pay and benefits
of every employee, consultant, contractor, and other
personnel of the unit of local government whose
accumulated payments or compensation are at least
$1,000 during each fiscal year and a list of each entity,
address of each entity, product or service supplied by each
entity, and amount paid to each entity for any expenditure
of government funds greater than $3,000 from the unit of
local government during a fiscal year. These lists would
need to be published on the local government's website and
updated throughout the year. If the local government does
not have a website, the lists must be published in a
newspaper of general circulation in the county in which the
unit of local government is located.

SB 2553 (Bush, M.) would require units of local
government to post any elected official vacancy on its
website until the vacancy is filled and would require their
county clerks to do the same.

www.lLparks.org March/April 2021 9



EYE ON THE PROFESSION

A CLOSER LOOK AT TRENDS AND ISSUES IN THE PARK AND RECREATION PROFESSION

IPRA Annual Report

By Debbie Trueblood, CAE
IPRA Executive Director

For those who missed the IAPD/IPRA Conference or the
IPRA Annual Business Meeting held at conference, |
wanted to share with you highlights of the presentations.
For commissioners or those who are new to us, IPRA is the
association for park and recreation professionals and IAPD
is the association for commissioners and the agency as a
whole. Jointly we serve the park and recreation community
in lllinois and share our joint conference and this joint
magazine.

2020 was a challenging year for all of us, but like all of
you, our team stayed flexible and adapted to a new way of
serving our mission. In fact, we accomplished all of the
major goals we set out to do this year, in spite of
COVID-19.

We were intentional about how to support our members
through the crisis. We shared ideas to help you protect and
advance your agency and predictions of what to expect
moving forward, so you could better plan.

We shifted all educational programs and events to virtual,
many of which were offered free as a member benefit. As a
result of the virtual setting, we've seen engagement
increase with members in every region of the state. Our
Section meetings and events saw a 256% increase in
registration and attendance over 2019! Between mid-
March through mid-September, our staff and volunteers
provided over 90 educational events for over 8,200
attendees. And we shifted our largest event, the
conference, to a virtual setting, incorporating virtual
versions of everything you enjoy about conference.

In this pivotal moment in our society when issues of social
justice rose to the surface for so many, we built upon our
experience in advocating for diversity, equity, and inclusion
that started when we incorporated what is now called the
Diversity Section, 17 years ago, as well as the Diversity
Leadership Task Force formed in 2019. Essentially, we put
our plans for diversity and inclusion on the fast track,
implementing years of our goals all at once.

10 Illinois Parks & Recreation

For example, our new IPRA Champions for

Change Award created to recognize an agency with
unique and exemplary practices of increasing access and
fostering diversity, equity, and inclusion in their
community and organization, was presented to the
Skokie Park District.

Secondly, we hosted a free three-part educational series
on issues related to DEI, serving 400-500 attendees at
each of the three events.

Third, through the task force, we began offering Safe
Zone Conversations for members on topics of either
racism or on LGBTQ+, to give members a way to start
important conversations. Often times, the best way to
change hearts and minds is to share and learn from each
other. The Safe Zone Conversations facilitate that
process.

Also, in 2020, we formed the Forest Preserve and
Conservation District Task Force to identify ways we can
better service forest preserve and conservation district
professionals.

In 2021 we will serve our
members- both those
employed and those who are

now between jobs; we are
here for you. We are better
together!

We worked with our vendor partners to better serve our
members' needs.

L]

We leveraged the new Sourcewell relationship to bring
you bulk discounts in purchasing to help your budgets.
We brought you grant opportunities for playgrounds
through PlayCore and their affiliates GameTime and
Cunningham Recreation.

And grant opportunities for fitness courts through the
National Fitness Campaign.

www.lLipra.org



IPRA had a challenging year financially, as we all did, and
our 2021 will be tougher yet. But IPRA was well positioned
to weather this storm and with careful financial strategies
and using just 7% of our reserves, we will be able to keep
most programs intact, and add new ones to better meet
your 2021 needs.

| was proud to support the lllinois Park and Recreation
Foundation, who also extended themselves to better serve
members in your time of need, including disaster relief
grants and increased scholarship opportunities for students
and professionals, which is critical in this time of budget
cuts.

| want to specifically say thank you to outgoing IPRF Chair
Mike Clark. Mike was the chair of IPRF for these last eight
years and his leadership is the cornerstone to the success of
the foundation. He and the board built it into something
that will have a lasting service to members for years to
come.

| also want to thank two other members of the IPRF board,
John Curran and John Wilson. Not only have they been key
to the foundation's development, but they are also
completing their time on the Joint Conference and Joint
Exhibits Committees after more than three decades of
service. Their influence on our exhibit hall has been key to
our success. Thank you, John Wilson and John Curran for
more than 30 years of service.

To the IPRA staff, like so many professionals, you rose to
the occasion this year. By mid-April, with the support of
Jarrod Scheunemann, the staff team had developed a new
18-month plan and took immediate action to serve our
members' urgent needs. You have my eternal gratitude.

| want to again thank the members of the 2020 Board of

Directors. You too have gone above and beyond to support
the staff team and | this year. | am so fortunate to serve a

board like you.

To IPRA's Outgoing Chair Erin Folk, | can't remember a year
that | leaned on a board chair as much as | did this year.
We spent many, many hours on the phone and | am so
grateful for your guidance and your support.

To our members, if you want to learn more information
about our 2020 outcomes, our annual report is available on
our website at ILipra.org under the About Us tab, showing
all the award winners, financials, committee leaders, etc.
from the 2020 year. Award winners announced at the 2021
conference will be listed in the 2021 annual report.

In 2021 we will serve our members- both those employed
and those who are now between jobs; we are here for you.
We are better together, and we are ready for anything that
comes our way, as we Learn, Connect, and Inspire together!

Upcoming Events

Safe Zone Conversations

(SZC)

Ongoing

The IPRA Diversity Leadership
Task Force is accepting
applications to host Safe Zone
Conversations (SZC) on the topics
of racism, LGBTQ+, and LatinX.
Visit below for details, and to
submit an application:
https://tinyurl.com/wfvda3cf

Shifts in Parks and
Recreation

May 12 or 20, 2021

Shifts in Parks and Recreation, is
presented by Theresa Penbrooke
of GreenPlay LLC, and she will
discuss the types of essential
services communities have come
to expect from their park district
(food, shelter, education,
wellness, and more) and how you
and your team can plan to meet
those needs and elevate your
community impact.

Details online at ILipra.org

Breaking Barriers:
History and Future of the

Glass Ceiling

June 9 or 17, 2021

Breaking Barriers: History and
Future of the Glass Ceiling, is
presented by Debbie Trueblood,
Executive Director of IPRA, and
she is going to discuss the history
behind the glass ceiling, share
ideas on how you can better
recognize barriers, and explain
the "how" and "why" of managing
without gender bias.

Unplug lllinois Day

July 10, 2021

Join us on Saturday, July 10,
2021, for our 3 Annual Unplug
lllinois Day! Unplug lllinois Day
encourages people to get out,
unplug, play and engage with
one another through experiences
at local park and recreation
agencies. Whether a person is
biking with friends on local trails,
playing a sport, taking in a class
or simply cooling off at the pool,
lllinois is home to thousands of
park and recreation facilities that
can help people live a happier
and healthier life. Details online
at Unpluglllinois.org.
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By Jason Johnston, Loss Control Specialist, IPARKS

IN PARKS AND RECREATION

While parks and recreation have always been important to the state of lllinois, the COVID-19 pandemic
refocused the attention of the importance of parks and recreation to members of our local communities. Three
in five U.S. residents — more than 190 million people — visited a park, trail, public open space or other
recreation facility at least once during the first three months of the pandemic, and over half of U.S. residents
maintained or increased park, trail and open space usage during those same months.

And, as a result of the pandemic, the future of parks and recreation facilities looks different. A different look
means new trends throughout the industry. Parks have already seen changes, which may include the redesign
of public gathering spots to focus on social distancing. For indoor spaces, this may include the reconfiguration
of existing spaces to handle pedestrian traffic. This article will focus on new trends in the parks and recreation
industry regarding playgrounds, technology, and sports facilities.
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Playgrounds

Progressive playground design has always focused on ways
to increase physical strength and fitness, encourage
imagination and play, and strengthen a sense of
community belonging. Playground designers continue to
find ways to add creativity, adventure, and expanded
sensory experiences to make outdoor play even more
engaging. Highlighted below are new trends in
playgrounds:

Inclusive Playgrounds- Inclusive playgrounds allow
children and adults of all abilities to interact and play
with each other. New playground equipment and
universal designs are providing both challenging and
engaging opportunities for visitors to share equally,
thus eliminating separate areas for those with special
needs.

Natural Landscape- More playground designers are
working around the natural environment for play
space. Natural play areas tend to incorporate winding
pathways, irregular and organic shapes, and natural
elements, such as stones, boulders, tree stumps and
branches.

Community Health and Wellness- When the COVID-
19 pandemic hit, many indoor gyms and fitness
centers were forced to close. Their closures forced
people to find alternative ways to exercise. Many
communities realized the importance of providing
outdoor fitness areas and this will likely continue.

Themed Playgrounds- Themed playgrounds, made to
look like a circus or spaceship, are another growing
trend. Playgrounds with themes such as sports, music,
and animals, are a great way to promote creative and
imaginative play.

Musical Features- Developers are installing chimes,
xylophones, marimbas, bells, drums— even small
keyboards— into playgrounds to stimulate motor and
cognitive development in children and provide
spontaneous outlets for self-expression.
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Technology in Parks

Parks are using more technology to engage and inspire
park-goers to learn and develop a deeper connection with
the outdoors. Highlighted below are new trends in park
technology:

Beacon Counters- Beacon counters are simple,
relatively inexpensive Bluetooth-enabled devices that
attach to a variety of interior and exterior locations.
These devices detect a person's presence through their
cellphone signal and relay that information to a central
location. These devices can attach to light poles,
fencing and signs, and can power themselves through
photovoltaic cells. Retail stores often use beacons to
reach customers through both online personal
promotions and in-store usability. However, the parks
and recreation industry is also using this technology.
Gamification is a fast-growing trend, especially in the
world of eLearning. Gamification is the concept of
applying game-design elements to non-game contexts.
Scavenger hunts, for example, are a great way to
incorporate gamification. Scavenger hunt mobile
applications (“apps”) can be used to collect items
marked by beacons throughout parks for points or
prizes.

The City of Jacksonville, Florida, is using beacon
devices located throughout their parks to allow park-
goers to gain points towards their Go365, which is an
employee wellness program app. The city also utilizes
beacons at their gyms to allow users to get points for
their workouts.

14 llinois Parks & Recreation
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Geofencing- Geofencing is a location-based service in
which an app or other software uses GPS or RFID
(radio-frequency identification) technology to locate
people within their areas. This technology can be used
to sense when visitors enter parks and communicate to
them via opt-in mobile apps.

Hikers, for instance, can utilize geofencing-enabled
apps that tell park rangers where they are at any given
time, thus allowing park rangers to act quickly in the
event of an emergency.

One popular app, Pokémon Go, uses mobile devices
with GPS to locate, train, and battle virtual creatures
as if they are in the player's real-world location. Parks
across the country have welcomed the invasion of
these creatures and are using it to attract young
families.

Drones- Like them or not, drones are becoming
increasingly accepted in parks. There is much for a
park to consider if or when it allows drones in their
parks. However, drones can offer park staff assistance
with public safety and improve security.

Sports Fields

Just as the aesthetic design of homes and apartments
change, so do recreation center and sport complex design.
Highlighted below are some of the newest trends in sports
facilities and complexes:

www.lLipra.org



Seating- New designs to improve comfort and overall
experience.

Improved Lighting- New advances in LED capabilities
offering longer-lasting bulbs while cutting down on
power consumption.

More Connectivity- More Wi-Fi and Bluetooth
connectivity for greater engagement with fans.

Retrofit Projects- Often, if a facility is not pulling its
financial weight, changes will take place. This may
include tennis courts being converted to pickleball
courts and pools retrofitted into skate parks.

Rise in Synthetic Turf- Synthetic turf can offer less
overall maintenance and expense than natural grass.
Artificial turf can be used safely in inclement weather
conditions and allows for almost nonstop use if the
fields provide lighting. One downside will be the need
to replace the turf 10 to 15 years down the road.

Olympic Sports- When a new sport debuts at an
Olympic Games, often the sport sees an increase in
interest. That interest usually manifests itself into more
kids wanting to try that sport. The Tokyo Olympics will
include freestyle BMX and skateboarding, which could
lead to an increase in participation and demand for
these sports facilities.

2020 was a challenging year and proved the importance
and resiliency of the parks and recreation industry. The
industry, just like the times, is ever changing. Park
professionals have both the knowledge and foresight to
adapt to new trends. Understanding these trends and
being prepared for them can help bring communities
together and enhance the park going experience for
everyone.
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2. Layers of play:

3. All ages appeal:

4. Make the experience more than just "play":

1. One of a kind amenities:

www.lLparks.org March/April 2021 17



5. Be a student of play: If time is taken to study and
observe, kids will show the designer what is fun, boring,
what works, and what does not. This is particularly
important in one's own previously completed projects.
Each subsequent project can then incorporate
improvements and innovations based on observed
behavior and not theory. Also, visit and explore as many
interesting playgrounds as possible, while they are busy,
both locally and when traveling. Great ideas can come
from anywhere.

6. Use every square inch of the site: Much space is
already being consumed by safety fall zones. Search for
any nooks or crannies within the site to create an
additional play station, gathering spot or aesthetic
highlight. These are the hidden places that offer great
opportunities for one of a kind creativity.

7. Solicit Ideas from Others: We are blessed to know
quite the cast of characters from different trades and
specialties that do not hesitate to offer up crazy ideas for
what they think would be cool in a playground. No idea is
too crazy! You might be able to pull it off. Creative ideas
are never limited to any one person.

8. Remember your childhood: This has been a source of
inspiration for a number of our custom applications. What
did you like to play? Did you use something designed for
one purpose for something else while playing? Did you
ever "invent" a special game or activity? If it was fun then,
it will be fun now.

9. Select quality stock equipment: Not everything can be
custom, at least for us. When selecting commercial
equipment, be fussy and discriminating. Buy less high
quality and creative equipment rather than more less
costly mediocre equipment. Too much good money is
spent on equipment that stimulates and engages the user
for no more than 15-20 minutes.

10. Remain open to changes in scope: We cannot recall
a project that did not end up deviating from the original
"final" plan, sometimes rather dramatically. As
construction unfolds, paths will emerge and opportunities
will arise to embellish in a manner you did not anticipate.
We embrace this dynamic. It is almost never too late to
develop a good idea that just took some time to arrive.

CASE STUDY - IMPLEMENTING THE PLAYBOOK - MUSIC/HISTORY BARN

Completed in 2018, the barn is perhaps our most
complete example of checking most of the boxes upon
completion.

THE ARCHITECTURE - The barn needed to appear
as if it could have been built around the turn of the
century. The structure is 24' wide and 8' deep. There is
one closed wall, two half walls and an open front. All
support beams are specially sourced Douglas Fir.
Veneer for the barn walls is reclaimed Midwest barn
wood. The ceiling/ roof is made from corten steel
sheeting, which has long turned deep rusty red. A
cupola rises from the center to a maximum height of
twelve feet. The interior of the ceiling is vaulted to a
height of nine feet. A very simple, basic structural
design is utilized for support. It looks authentic. Many
have commented that "it's the newest oldest looking
building they have ever seen."

THE HISTORY - The property is quite historic. Prior
to serving as North American headquarters for
International Harvester Research and Development,
the land had been purchased and settled by the
Craigmile brothers who emigrated from Scotland. Their
story is told in museum quality detail. Access to first
person journal recollections from the late 1800's and
original photographs from that same period allowed us
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to be historically accurate and relevant. The
interpretive program focuses on the rural flight from
farm to city and how that population shift was
changing the world back in the early 1900's. We had
already developed the historical storytelling of the
International Harvester days elsewhere in the park and
the barn allowed us to go back to the time of original
European settlement.

THE ANTIQUES - We acquired antiques and artifacts
of farm and prairie living applications from twelve
different states and two other countries, over 200
individual pieces. They are displayed on the walls and
elevated ceiling. The nasty and dangerous blades and
tools are secured up high. Many are displayed and
secured at heights inviting touching. Many are
accompanied by vintage and original photos of the
specific implement in actual use from back in the day
and fun stories regarding the implement and ongoings
at that time in history. Much of the content features
real life experiences from the Craigmiles. The collection
is diverse and features several rare pieces. No one
resists entering and checking them out.

THE MUSIC - There are over 50 different
opportunities to create and/ or enjoy music in the barn.
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Antiques

Many of the antiques were selected for the interesting
sound or notes that occurred when either shaken, in
the case of a bell, or struck with a metal stick. We
amassed a vast collection of bells, including our
cowbell orchestra section. The pot and pan band, the
cast iron brigade, and the big spoon combo all yield
different sounds and tones when struck with sticks and
mallets secured onto the interior walls. Of particular
interest is the 350 Ib. Baldwin Steam Locomotive bell
in the cupola, which is rung by rotating a 48" wall
mounted steel wheel to engage the clapper via pulley.

Instruments

Mixed in with all the antiques are four top quality,
outdoor commercial musical instruments procured
internationally. Their sound is amazing and upon first
view do not appear to be anything but more antiques.
Mallets and striking sticks are available and
permanently secured. The instruments are great for the
novice but also can accommodate higher levels of
musical proficiency.

The Drum Set
No kid can resist banging on a drum set and adults are
hard pressed also. We developed a milk can drum set

with a beer barrel framed bass drum. Extensive
research and trial and error led us to utilizing
professional practice drum heads secured to the milk
can shell. (Cows and milk cans are big parts of the
history.) These drum heads give some great sound, are
fairly durable, and are quick and inexpensive to
replace. Our set consists of five drums, four cymbals,
two cowbells and a bass drum. We have observed
eight children at a time playing simultaneously. We
have encountered accomplished drummers at the park,
and the drum set rocks when a little talent is added.
But, they still sound good and are a source of great fun
for the novice majority.

The Soundtrack

Five on-demand musical/percussion sound-tracks,
professionally mixed to serve as play tutorials in
addition to entertainment, are projected down and onto
the drummers from mounted speakers under ceiling
beams. Any hack can find at least one drum to sort of
keep up with part of the recording, so there are many
would be musicians of all ages playing along with a
variety of music genres. In the author's favorite
soundtrack, at least 15-20 kids, some really young,
have been observed absolutely jamming to Metallica
and Led Zeppelin, which is extremely entertaining.

We are hopeful our best is yet to come. In the Fall of 2021, construction will begin on a custom themed Historic U.S.
Route 66 play trail which research tells us is the first and only one of its kind. Replicas of iconic roadside attractions
from each of the eight states that the Mother Road passed through will be featured as play stations.

See why CHPL is the best
choice for your project!

To request a FREE sample kit
info@izoneimaging.com
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BRINGING IN THE

\ &

WHILE ENHANCING THE OLD

The decision to embark on renovating a centrally located 45,000 square foot aquatic facility into a
100,000 square foot multipurpose recreation destination was made with community desire and
support to have an all-inclusive, one-stop recreation facility for all ages. A 2017 community survey
indicated that senior citizens- a growing populous in Arlington Heights, wanted an indoor warm
water pool and an indoor walking track; while families wanted a multipurpose facility that could be
used by people of all ages and abilities. Overwhelmingly, residents wanted a one stop shop that was
affordable.
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By Benjamin M. Rea, pirector of Parks & Planning | Brian E. Meyer, Director of Recreation & Facilities | Sheila E. CI’UZ, Administrative Assistant
ARLINGTON HEIGHTS PARK DISTRICT

With results in hand, staff determined that renovating and adding-on to the Olympic Indoor Swim Center would
be accessible to over 65% of residents who live within a one-mile radius of the facility. This location already had
generous open green space that could be used to expand the building footprint and additional parking without
compromising green space that this tree lined, family orientated neighborhood had come to enjoy. The goal of
the project was to meet the needs of the community by providing new amenities and enhancing the old.
Another important goal of the renovation/expansion project was to complete the proposed improvements with a
combination of park district fund balance and debt issuance. We are proud to say the project was completed on
time and under budget- without raising taxes.

Garnering Public Support

FGM Architects was retained to provide renderings of what the facility could look like- keeping in mind that the
renovation exterior must blend with the 50-year-old dark brown brick and mortar, as well as more recent
decorative steel elements. Several community meetings were held to introduce facility concept renderings and
the public appreciated the blending of new insulated precast concrete, decorative metal and glass panels to the
older fagade. Interior amenities included a double gymnasium with suspended walking track, a child care
room, two fitness studios, concessions, lap/dive pools, an activity pool, a wellness pool, pool locker rooms, a
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sundeck, fitness center, fitness center locker rooms, pool
party room, and two program rooms. Additionally, a new
outdoor playground with a half-court basketball playing
surface and expanded parking lot were also designed. The
board of commissioners approved the final design concept
and the next step was to get approval through the Village
of Arlington Heights.

Over a period of weeks and months, the park district
presented final designs to the Village of Arlington Heights
Design Commission, Planning Commission and the Village
Board. One unexpected challenge was the requirement to
rename the facility after receiving notification from the U.S.
Olympic Committee that the name “Olympic” was
trademarked and could not be used. Again, the residents
of Arlington Heights were engaged through a community-
wide survey to re-name Olympic, and they helped to create
the new name of the Arlington Ridge Center (ARC) at
Legacy Park. One local middle school even made the
renaming an English assignment and encouraged students
to research what other park names were used and how
best to incorporate their suggestions!

Construction Begins

Corporate Construction Services was contracted to
construction manage the project due to their professional
experience with park districts and community center
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facility development. Together the park district leadership,
FGM, and Corporate Construction embarked on the 18-
month long project. Twenty-first century goals were
incorporated through the use of sustainable construction
materials and interior floor, wall, furniture and fixtures.

To help conserve energy and cooling costs, a light colored
membrane roof was used on the new addition and overlaid
on the renovated facility roofs. In addition to installing
LED lights throughout the facility, the lights surrounding
the indoor track adjust based on the light levels coming in
through the large glass windows. Exterior and parking lot
lights utilize similar technology to increase light levels
when motion is detected and return to a lower light setting
to conserve energy and reduce glare to the neighborhood.

Interior colors of blue, green, grey and orange for the new
addition were carried throughout the renovated spaces to
promote the feeling of one new space. Adding character to
the facility is the use of vibrant vinyl wall wraps with
inspirational quotes. As a facility with multiple uses, a
blend of low slip tile, carpet tiles, walk off carpeting, wood
gymnasium flooring, and sports flooring were installed in
select locations throughout the facility. Equipment and
materials purchased for the project were selected for
functionality, safety, longevity, and ease of maintenance.
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To achieve ADA compliance and be as economical as
possible, staff elected to construct completely new pool
locker rooms. The old pool locker rooms were converted
into accessible fitness studios. Other ADA improvements
include the addition of new secondary access stairs into
the existing lap pool. These stairs were cut into the pool
wall and allow patrons with accessibility concerns easier
entry into the pool. Access to the walking track and fitness
center are supported by the passenger elevator in the
facility lobby. In the fitness center, ADA compliant pieces
of equipment were purchased and the layout maintains
accessible aisles.

Build It and They Will Come

The benefit to the community that this new space has
brought is evident from the moment you pull in the parking
lot and view the newly landscaped detention pond to when
you close the locker door at the end of a good workout.
The aesthetically pleasing detention basin was a necessary
accompaniment to the project, as the facility grew from
45,000 to nearly 100,000 square feet. Sleek designed
spaces to wait indoors or simply sit and read a book are

PABK - STREET - CAMP
SITE PRODULTS

surrounded with positive reasons to keep fit mentally and
physically. Wide expanses of glass walls encompass the
interior and offer views that cannot be matched anywhere
else! The suspended walking track rings two gymnasiums
keeping your interest as you watch basketball, volleyball
and even pickleball! A design element to provide window
openings in the natatorium wall offers a birds-eye view into
two of the four pool areas below. The 5,000 square foot
fitness center offers views of the naturalized detention
space and an open field where soccer and baseball are
played. To experience this state of the art leisure and
exercise facility one might pay significantly more at a
private club, but our fitness package plans are affordable to
most residents. Seniors, families, singles and couples can
choose to belong to all or just some of what the Arlington
Ridge Center has to offer. An aggressive social media
campaign along with print and direct mail helped to spread
the word, and within the first few months of opening,
membership totals surpassed the entire first year goal of
10,000! Clearly, the community desired, required, and
obviously admires this new space we affectionately call,
The ARC!
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PLAYGROUND
UPGRADES:

An Act of Continuous Process Improvement
in the Plainfield Park District

The day after Christmas 2019 was unusually warm.

Temperatures hovered in the low to mid 50s for most of the week topping
out at 57 degrees on Christmas day, dashing any hopes of a white Christmas
but good enough to set the second highest temperature on record, a fair
trade off for families heading out to holiday gatherings in fall jackets.
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L, THE DISTRICT LOOKS AT A COMBINATION OF SIX FACTORS WHEN
NSIDERING WHICH PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS WILL BE UPDATED IN
ANY GIVEN YEAR. IN ADDITION TO AGE, CONDITION, AND WEAR AND

TEAR, THE DISTRICT ALSO CONSIDERS

IH AND SAFETY CONCERNS

RELATED TO THE AGE OF THE EQUIPMENT,V\;AMEARICANS WITH DISABILITIES
ACT ACCESS PLANS, AND INPUT FROM RESIDENTS.

The mercury spiked again the day after, with a record-high
of 61 in the Chicagoland area which included Plainfield,
[llinois, where residents seized the rare opportunity to play
outside on the recently-completed playground at Gregory
B. Bott Park, which underwent a half million-dollar update
including new multi-age play sets, a Ninja Warrior-style
challenge course with a 100-yard dash, and cushioned
artificial turf surface.

Completed in the fall, the park and its neighboring
challenge course weren't technically ready for their public
debut, but that didn't seem to matter to the crush of
families who gathered there for some unexpected bonus
outdoor play time, a rarity at the start of winter in the
Midwest.

Named after longtime executive director Gregory Bott, the
playground's renovation came within the same year that
the district opened the neighboring Prairie Activity &
Recreation Center (PARC), a 40,000 square foot mixed use
recreation facility creating a complex that would serve as
the Plainfield Park District's first destination community
park drawing not just locals but even families from around
the suburbs.

Though it was larger than most of the renovations
completed during the previous five years of the district's
master plan, Bott Park's upgrade was just one among five
parks and playgrounds getting an overhaul in 2019 in a
continuous playground refresh program that the Plainfield
Park District completes each year.

The task of overseeing the upkeep on all 65 of the
playgrounds in the district and their eventual replacement
falls under the purview of Jennifer Rooks-Lopez, Director of
Parks and Planning for the Plainfield Park District.

Rooks-Lopez said that there are several factors that the
district looks at when considering the replacement and
update of a playground. Those factors include age of the
equipment, the condition, and the need it presents in the
community.

On average, she said, the district looks to get about 18
years of use out of playground equipment, but that lifespan
could be longer or shorter depending on the popularity of
the playground and the number of families using the
equipment on an annual basis.

Recognizing that wear and tear on the equipment can
serve as the x-factor in the district’s calculus for
replacement. Underused playgrounds in subdivisions left
unfinished after the housing crash in 2007 could have
lifespans closer to 25 years.

Elsewhere, high-use playgrounds in neighborhood parks,
and community parks, which host more families, could see
their replacement timelines pushed closer to the 12 to 15-
year mark.

In total, the district looks at a combination of six factors
when considering which parks and playgrounds will be
updated in any given year. In addition to age, condition,
and wear and tear, the district also considers health and
safety concerns related to the age of the equipment,
Americans with Disabilities Act access plans, and input
from residents.

The district tracks those factors through the lens of their 5-
year master plan, with park sites constantly undergoing
evaluation and jockeying for position within the district's
capital plan budget. In an average year, the district
replaces and updates park sites and their respective
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CAPITAL PROJECT SELECTION

Age/Condition in
Relation to
Recommended Life
Expectancy

Identified Master
Plan Projects &
Community Input

Requests Related
to Health & Safety

Request
Identified in a
Previous Capital
Plan

Recommendations
From the District’s
ADA Transition

Grants &
Additional Funding

playgrounds at about five locations. That number depends
on available funds from a combination of the district's
budget and grants from the State of lllinois and even some
play equipment manufacturers.

For 2021, there are five parks with playgrounds on the list
of those getting renovated with 61 more scheduled for
replacement as far out as the year 2042.

30-second site Inspection

Evaluating the condition of all of those park sites and the
multitude of equipment at each location falls on the
shoulders of the district's Risk Manager, Paul Crisman,
whose duties include monthly inspections of each of those
65 playgrounds. Travelling to each site and surveying each
location and determining its condition takes about three
days out of his week. When he arrives, Crisman performs a
30-second site survey, and with almost 25 years with the
district, he's developed a keen eye for even seemingly
innocuous clues about a playground's possible condition. A
stray tree branch laying on the pathway leading to a bay of
swings means he should be on the lookout for damage
caused by over rambunctious play.

He's looking for cracks in surfaces, missing parts, even
small holes in equipment that could lead to small fingers
getting cut or injured. He also will pick up stray trash,
broken glass, and check the condition of the play surface
mulch at parks and even rakes out under swing sets where
it is often kicked out of place.

Crisman travels to each site in a vehicle outfitted with a

range of common replacement parts including standard-
size nuts, bolts, and even signage allowing for minor
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Plan

repairs or replacement of missing parts onsite. For damage
that can't be repaired immediately, and which may pose a
danger, Crisman will block off access to the area, take
photos, and then order replacement parts.

In cases of heavy use or vandalism that require a major
part to be replaced or high dollar repair, sometimes that
will push the park playground to the front of the line.

Man with the Plan

Once those factors for replacement have been met, and the
field of four or five parks has been determined for the
budget year, the district's project manager, Bob Collins, will
begin the process of preparing for the request for proposal
process where the district will get a better idea of how far
they can stretch their budget dollars.

In preparing the package to send out, Collins said that the
district will give landscape contractors and play equipment
manufacturers an outline of the scope of the project, which
includes a list of the upgrades and an outline of the
approximate footprint for the playground being replaced.

Collins takes into consideration advances in ADA access
technology that will give a greater range of children the
chance to access the play equipment including wheelchair
accessible play platforms and swings that offer access for
families with different levels of mobility.

The public gets a chance to weigh in on those RFPs that
get returned as the district hosts public input meetings and
in the age of COVID, Zoom meetings to solicit public
reaction and determine the consensus of one design over
another. In some cases, public input has resulted in
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designs being reconfigured, and equipment options
swapped out in favor of a design that will meet the needs
and the personality of the neighborhood where the
playground will reside.

Over the years, the district has moved to differentiate the
look and variety of features of the playgrounds from park to
park said Rooks-Lopez steering the uniform appearance of
green and tan playsets to reflect a wider variety of colors,
designs, and play options. That's meant getting a mix of
manufacturers to submit for RFPs but also looking at
trends in play and how that has changed over the years.

That's meant that in recent years, more playgrounds with
interactive elements that create sounds or sun shades that
reflect prisms of light on the play surfaces. It's also resulted
in a greater emphasis on creating those play opportunities
through updated ADA access like the installation of
expression swings on some swing set bays that allow
parents to assist special needs children to swing too.

More recent popular trends in outdoor play include
networks of netting for more climbing play, artificial turf
surfaces, and more outdoor fitness technology options
including fitness pods that bring more multi-generational
use to the traditional playground areas at parks.

For Plainfield parent Linda Taylor, having new playgrounds
like those in her neighborhood and just a few minutes
away at Bott Park is a great way to get her 9-year old
twins outside for some active play and sunshine. She said
that her children were especially excited to see the
adjacent challenge course open in the spring. It also saves
her time and gas money because she used to drive her
children elsewhere to access a challenge course.
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WITH ONE-OF A-KIND USER EXPERIENCES

' BY MICHELE BREAKFIELD,

Director of Marketing, Cunningham Recreation

Parks and playgrounds truly make communities better places to live by providing
“more ways for people to socialize and stay active. Discover some of the latest design
nds in play and recreation spaces to create those one-of-a-kind user experiences.




These interactive spaces provide communities
with unique inclusive multigenerational
opportunities to play and stay fit together.

INTERACTIVE PLAY

Interactive play combines digital gaming with the real
world. Video games and outdoor play come together to
create truly inclusive, immersive play experiences that are
fun for all ages. Yalp play and sports products seem to be
leading the way in this growing trend of interactive play. DJ
booths, dance pads, activity zones and sports games are
just a few examples of interactive play that leverages
digital voices and visual prompts to keep people moving.

* Sona — Dance & Play Arch

e Sutu - Ball Wall

*  Memo - Digital Game with both Physical Activity
and Educational Learning

e Toro — Multi-purpose Sports Field

*  Fono — Outdoor DJ Booth

Because they are electronic, the games can be updated
regularly to keep them challenging and fun, even for repeat
users! Not to mention, you can track play statistics like
how often it is being used and what is popular etc. In
addition to its multigenerational appeal, interactive play
equipment adds value to spaces because it combines the
entertainment value of video games with the physical
benefits of outdoor play. These interactive spaces provide
communities with unique inclusive multigenerational
opportunities to play and stay fit together.

PLAYFUL LANDSCAPES

Playful landscapes can be defined as play spaces that offer
a wide range of open-ended play options and allow people
to be creative and use their imagination both in design and

play.

Playground safety surfacing has taken on a creative twist
and added to the playful landscape concept. Utilizing
poured-in-place rubber, playground designers craft mounds
to change the elevation of play areas. The mounds, which
are small hills usually constructed of plastic or resin,
covered with poured-in-place rubber, offer unique climbing
and play opportunities for children of all ages and abilities.
Because poured-in-place rubber is highly customizable
with colors and designs, playground mounds have become
a popular way to diversify a space's curb appeal. Different
color combinations, textures and themes help it stand out
and be memorable.

Other types of playground equipment are easily
incorporated around the mounds, which make them a
blank canvas for designers who want to create
adventurous, one-of-a-kind spaces. Additional play
elements that create playful landscapes are hillside slides,
outdoor musical instruments, bouncers, water and play
sculptures or “playful art.”
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MULTIGENERATIONAL SPACES

Thanks to emerging trends in multigenerational equipment,
age is no longer a barrier to play. GameTime's invention of
the Expression Swing®, the first swing that lets children
and adults swing together while facing each other, ushered
in a wave of equipment that invites adults to play
alongside children. Ergonomic, accessible and inclusive
fitness equipment makes exercise possible for people of all
ages and abilities.

Designers created fitness equipment with customizable
features like height or weight that accommodate people

with different fitness levels, limited range of motion or
those in a mobility device. Outdoor obstacle courses such
as the GT Challenge Course revolutionized how
communities viewed fitness by creating a destination
where the entire family could socialize and get fit together.

ROPE-BASED PLAY & NETS

Rope-based play and nets can transform play spaces given
that they have a practical and creative appeal. Because
they are often constructed from rope or interwoven cable
material, nets allow caretakers to have largely
unobstructed views of children who are playing in a space.
They are also a versatile design element, capable of being
a freestanding unit or connecting to another playground
structure.

Perhaps most notably, nets offer an extraordinary eye-
catching appeal. They can be positioned at vertical angles,
designed as crawl-through tunnels or crafted into climbable
walls or towers. Because of their flexibility, they are a go-to
for designers who want to foster imaginative play inside an
artistic area that touted the unique shapes, applications
and elevations that only nets could provide. This gives
designers the ability to embrace the natural landscape and
utilize the occasional unusual topography.
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Creating play and recreational spaces that are unique,
become popular public parks and playgrounds,
drawing visitors from other areas because they are
different by design and create one-of-a-kind user
experiences. Interactive play equipment, playful
landscapes, multigenerational spaces, rope-based play
and nets are all design trends that have gained
popularity, and we will undoubtably be seeing more of
these in 2021.

With the Ameren lllinois Energy Efficiency Program, cash
incentives are available for energy-efficiency upgrades.
\= Swimming Pool Pumps or Lighting Upgrades
L Golf Course Lighting Upgrades
A Park Lighting Upgrades

Park District HVAC Upgrades

fH ENERGY STAR® Appliance Rebates for Food Service
Equipment

And much more!

T

visit AmerenlllinoisSavings.com
or call 1.866.800.0747

Al
§W/Imgre” ENERGY EFFICIENCY
ILLINOIS PROGRAMS

For Additional Information, Contact: 630-737-1990 email: mikec@featherstoneinc.com
www.featherstoneinc.com
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LEGACY OF EXCELLENCE

, Decatur Park District
, Sycamore Park District

MASTER BOARD MEMBERS
, Buffalo Grove Park District
, McHenry County
Conservation District
, Vernon Hills Park District

DISTINCTIVE BOARD MEMBER

, Glenview Park District

NOTABLE BOARD MEMBERS

, Carol Stream Park District
, Hoffman Estates Park District
, Warrenville Park District
, Warrenville Park District
, Warrenville Park District
, Washington Park District

DISTINGUISHED ACCREDITED
AGENCIES

WO/

9.

&
0 >

SPECIAL VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION

and , Joint
Conference Committee

CHAIRMAN'S CITATION
, Buffalo Grove Park District

IPRA

On January 28, 2021, the lllinois Park & Recreation

Association (IPRA) honored the following

individuals and park and recreation
their commitment and excellent se

and recreation in lllinois.

A COMMUNITY IMPACT AWARD




IPRA CHAMPIONS IPRA PROFESSIONAL
FOR CHANGE AWARD OF THE YEAR AWARD
_—

IPRA ROBERT ARTZ LIFETIME
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
CHAIRMAN'S AWARD WINNERS

Thank You To Our Soaring to New Heights Virtual Conference Sponsors!

PLATINUM DIAMOND GOLD
GEWALT HAMILTON

ASSOCIATES, INC.

- I > <
| =) oAl f vﬁg j
PLAY THAT MOVES YOU

Proudly Represented by:

INSPIRED OUTDOOR SPACES
www.imagineparks.com  847.640.0904
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For additional information contact: Frederick Quinn Corporation
630.628.8500 103 S. Church Street
www.fquinncorp.com Addison, IL 60101

CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT

CERTIFIED

ASTM
F1487
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The 2020 IP&R Magazine
Photo Contest Awards

Congratulations to all our 2020 Give Us Your Best Shot Photo Contest Winners!

The Give UsYour Best Shot photo contest winners were announced at the
Soaring to New Heights Virtual Conference.

1st Place - Nicolas McCarney, Sycamore Park District | “Polyphemus Moth”

2nd Place - Trevor Hogan, Byron Forest Preserve District | “Howard Coleman Hall
Creek Nature Preserve, October Morning”

3rd Place - Breanne Hunter, Sterling Park District | “Spring Snow”
| Y v

.\
B
k-

1st Place - Lizabett Zawadzki, Gurnee Park District | “Preschool Experiment”
2nd Place - Josue Pasillas, Waukegan Park District | “Girl in the Greenhouse”
3rd Place - Josh Hendricks, Bloomingdale Park District | “Art Camp”
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A heartfelt thanks to everyone who submitted a photo in 2020.
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PEOPLE & PLACES

Sandwich Park District
names new executive

director

The Sandwich Park District
Board of Commissioners have
announced that they have
officially named Bill Novicki,
CPRP as the executive
director of the Sandwich Park
District.

Novicki is a Certified Park
and Recreation Professional
(CPRP) and as holds a bachelor's degree in parks and
recreation management. Novicki has worked for the
Sandwich Park District for the past 15 years, working his
way up to the park superintendent position. He has held
the interim executive director position for the past year after
the resignation of the previous director, Michael McCann.

IPRF awards grants

Recently, the lllinois Park and Recreation Foundation
awarded two rounds of Special Assistance Grants
(September & December, 2020) to eligible members of the
[llinois Park and Recreation Association who had
experienced pandemic related hardships.

Sixty-six, $500 grants were awarded to Illinois park and
recreation professionals in need, totaling $34,000 in
assistance!

"We hope the worst of the pandemic is behind us, but the
[llinois Park and Recreation Foundation is dedicated to
support lllinois park and recreation professionals when and
where they need help the most. We are extremely grateful
that the Foundation's Trustees and our fellow colleagues
have given so generously to support their coworkers,
friends, and park and recreation family during this
challenging time!" -Jarrod Scheunemann, Vice Chair,
[llinois Park and Recreation Foundation

The lllinois Park and Recreation Foundation is considering
a third round of pandemic assistance grants in 2021.
Without your generous support, it will not be possible.
Please consider donating to the Special Assistance and
Disaster Relief Fund at www.iliprf.org today.
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Waukegan History Museum

Recognized with Two Awards
The Waukegan History Museum was recognized
with two Awards of Excellence by the lllinois
Association of Museums (IAM) at the IAM
Annual Conference. The Awards of Excellence
honored the Waukegan History Museum's
History Education Outreach Program and
COVID-19 Response. An Award of Excellence
recognizes work of excellent quality and that
uses available resources well, is creative, and
meets professional standards.

The Waukegan History Museum is operated by
the Waukegan Park District and Waukegan
Historical Society, and is the repository for all of
Waukegan's rich history.

The History Education Outreach Program
evolved in 2008 with approximately 90
programs a year, reaching over 2,300 students
in Waukegan Public Schools. In 2011, the
program expanded with walking tours of

Downtown Waukegan. The walking tours served
as a capstone for the students, seeing sites and
locations that they learned about throughout the
academic year. Since 2017, the program has
grown to approximately 240 programs a yeatr,
reaching over 8,600 students in the school
district.

Due to the pandemic, the Waukegan History
Museum moved the History Education Outreach
Program to a virtual platform, substantially
changing how information is shared with the
public. Many of the initial programs were
featured on Facebook and in remote
presentations to classrooms. Eventually, the
Waukegan History Museum Companion App
was created to host all the digital history
information. The app was developed to offer
self-guided walking tours to students and the
public as a response to the ongoing pandemic.
Additionally, with the cancellation of the annual
Oakwood Cemetery Walk, staff created videos to
highlight certain aspects of the cemetery's
history, which are featured on the app.
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PEOPLE & PLACES

In Memorium

Jim Buschbach

[llinois Parks and Recreation
magazine expresses our
condolences to the family of Jim

Buschbach, who passed away on
February 3, 2021.

Jim had served as an Oak Lawn
Park District Commissioner since
2017. He was also a founding
member and the first chairman of
the Oak Lawn Parks Foundation
that began in 1991, and he continued to serve as a Parks
Foundation Trustee.

Jim was a huge parks and recreation advocate. You would
most likely find him in the early morning at the park district’s
Racquet, Fitness, & Gymnastics Center playing tennis with his
friends a couple of days a week. He loved to see patrons
enjoying themselves at the parks, special events, and
programs.

Want to Read More?

Keep up with the latest milestones, new hires, promotions

and award winners in the lllinois park and recreation

industry online. Visit our website, www.lILparks.org, select

IP&R Magazine and then People and Places.

Phyllis I. Cossarek
[llinois Parks and
Recreation magazine
extends our condolences
to the family of Phyllis
Cossarek, who passed
away on January 24,
2021.

She served a twenty-
year tenure as a
commissioner of the the
Wilmette Park District. Phyllis was recognized as the
1998 lllinois Association of Park Districts
Commissioner of the Year and was elected |IAPD
President in 1995. She also held Trustee positions for
the National Recreation and Park Association and The
Wilmette Foundation.

Phyllis was named to Governor Edgar's Commission
on Community Service, formed to reach 1 million at-
risk youth by year 2000. Phyllis kept active as a
golfer, curler, tennis and paddle tennis player and avid
gardener.

Want to submit news from your
agency for People & Places?

E-mail information and jpegs to wutterback@ILparks.org.

Jpegs should be 300 dpi at about 2 inches tall.
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IAPD CORPORATE/ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

ACCOUNTANTS

Lauterbach & Amen, LLP
Ron Amen

668 N. River Road
Naperville, IL 60563
630-393-1483 PH
ramen@Iauterbachamen.com
www.lauterbachamen.com

Sikich LLP

Frederick Lantz

1415 West Diehl Road
Suite 400

Naperville, IL 60563
630-566-8400 PH
flantz@sikich.com
www.sikich.com

AQUATICS

Aqua Pure Enterprises, Inc.
Thomas Todner

1404 Joliet Rd., Suite A
Romeoville, IL 60446
630-771-1310 PH
tom@aquapure-il.com
www.aquapure-IL.com

Halogen Supply

Company, Inc.

Rich Hellgeth

4653 W. Lawrence Ave.
Chicago, IL 60630
773-286-6300 PH
rhellgeth@halogensupply.com
www.halogensupply.com

Spear Corporation
Sam Blake

12966 North 50 West
Roachdale, IN 46172
765-577-3100 PH
sblake@spearcorp.com
WWW.Spearcorp.com
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ARCHITECTS/
ENGINEERS

Charles Vincent George
Architects

Bruce George

1245 E. Diehl Road

Suite 101

Naperville, IL 60563
630-357-2023 PH
bgeorge@cvgarchitects.com
www.cvgarchitects.com

Dewberry Architects Inc.
Daniel Atilano

132 N. York St., Suite 2C
Elmhurst, IL 60126 @
847-841-0571 PH
datilano@dewberry.com
www.dewberry.com

DLA Architects, Ltd.
Lou Noto

Two Pierce Place
Suite 1300

Itasca, IL 60143
847-742-4063 PH
[.noto@dla-Itd.com
www.dla-ltd.com

Eriksson Engineering
Associates

Michael Renner

145 Commerce Drive
Suite A

Grayslake, IL 60030
847-223-4804 PH
mrenner@eea-ltd.com
www.eea-ltd.com

Farnsworth Group, Inc.
Bruce Brown

100 Walnut Street
Suite 200

Peoria, IL 61602
309-689-9888 PH
bbrown@f-w.com
www.f-w.com

FGM Architects, Inc.
John Dzarnowski

1211 W. 22nd Street
Suite 705

Oak Brook, IL 60523
630-574-8300 PH
johnd@fgmarchitects.com
www.fgmarchitects.com

@ represents a donation to the Friends of lllinois Parks Foundation

Gewalt Hamilton
Associates, Inc.

Tom Rychlik

625 Forest Edge Dr.

Vernon Hills, IL 60061
847-478-9700 PH
trychlik@gha-engineers.com
www.gha-engineers.com

HR Green

Dave Reitz

420 N. Front St., Suite 100
McHenry, IL 60050
815-385-1778 PH
dreitz@hrgreen.com
www.hrgreen.com

MSA Professional

Services, Inc.

Alyssa Scheuneman

201 W. Springfield Ave.

Ste 400

Champaign, IL 61820
217-531-4964 PH
ascheuneman@msa-ps.com
WWW.msa-ps.com

Rocco Castellano Design
Studio Inc.

Rocco Castellano

30 N Vincennes Circle
Racine, WI 53402
312-925-0907 PH
rocco.castellano@
castellano.design

Sheehan Nagle Hartray
Architects

Eric Penney

130 E Randolph, Suite 3100
Chicago, IL 60601
312-633-2900 PH
eric@snh-a.com
www.snh-a.com

Stantec Consulting

Services Inc.

Jim Maland

733 Marquette Ave.

Suite 1000

Minneapolis, MN 55402
651-636-4600 ext 4759 PH
jim.maland@stantec.com
www.stantec.com

Studio 222 Architects

Tim Schmitt

222 S. Morgan St., Ste 4B
Chicago, IL 60607
312-850-4970 PH
tschmitt@studio222architects.com
www.studio222architects.com

Wight & Company
Robert ljams

2500 N. Frontage Rd
Darien, IL 60561
630-739-6644 PH
rijams@wightco.com
www.wightco.com

Williams Architects, LTD

Karen Lellios

500 Park Boulevard, Suite 800
Itasca, IL 60143

630-221-1212 PH
ktlellios@williams-architects.com
www.williams-architects.com

WT Group

Troy Triphahn

2675 Pratum Ave.

Hoffman Estates, IL 60192
224-293-6333 PH

Troy. Triphahn@wtengineering.com
www.wtengineering.com

ATTORNEYS

Ancel Glink @
Derke Price

140 South Dearborn Street
6th Floor

Chicago, IL 60603
312-782-7606 PH
dprice@ancelglink.com
www.ancelglink.com

Brooks, Tarulis & Tibble, LLC
Rick Tarulis

1733 Park Street, Suite 100
Naperville, IL 60563
630-355-2101 PH
rtarulis@napervillelaw.com
www.napervillelaw.com
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Chapman and Cutler LLP
Kelly Kost

111 W. Monroe St.
Chicago, IL 60603
312-845-3814 PH
kost@chapman.com
www.chapman.com

Hervas, Condon &

Bersani, P.C.

Michael Bersani

333 Pierce Rd., Suite 195
Itasca, IL 60143
630-773-4774 PH
mbersani@hcbattorneys.com
www.hcbhattorneys.com

Ice Miller LLP

Shelly Scinto

200 West Madison Street,
#3500

Chicago, IL 60606
312-726-8116 PH
Shelly.Scinto@icemiller.com
www.icemiller.com

Littler Mendelson PC
Christopher Johlie

321 N. Clark St., Suite 1000
Chicago, IL 60654
312-795-3230 PH
cjohlie@littler.com

www. littler.com

Montana Welch, LLC
Erin Blake

11950 S. Harlem Avenue
Suite 102

Palos Heights, IL 60463

Robbins Schwartz

Steven Adams

631 E. Boughton Road,
#200

Bolingbrook, IL 60440
630-929-3639 PH
sadams@robbins-
schwartz.com
www.robbins-schwartz.com

Tressler LLP

Andrew Paine

233 S. Wacker Drive,
61st FL

Chicago, IL 60606
312-627-4154 PH
apaine@tresslerllp.com
www.tresslerllp.com

AUDIO/VISUAL/
PHOTOGRAPHY

Jaffe, Inc.

Greg Bizzaro

1701 Quincy Ave., Suite 2
Naperville, IL 60540
630-730-3777 PH
greg@jaffeinc.com
www.jaffeinc.com

BACKGROUND
SCREENING

NCSI - SSCI

Chris Goodman

1853 Piedmont Rd

Suite 100

Marietta, GA 30066
866-996-7412 PH
CGoodman@ssci2000.com
www.ssci2000.com

BANKING

Fifth Third Bank
Sean Durkin

1151 State Street
Lemont, IL 60439
630-297-5987 PH
sean.durkin@53.com
www.53.com

CONCESSIONS

Gold Medal Products, Co.
Jim Such

45 North York Rd.
Besenville, IL 60106
800-767-5352 PH
jsuch@gmpopcorn.com
www.goldmedalchicago.com

IAPD CORPORATE/ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

CONSTRUCTION
MANAGEMENT

Byrne and Jones
Construction

Britton Taulbee

13940 St. Charles Rock Rd.
St. Louis, MO 63044
314-567-7997
britt@byrneandjones.com
www.byrneandjones.com

Corporate Construction
Services

Michael Rink

1323 Butterfield Rd.

Suite 110

Downers Grove, IL 60515
630-271-0500 PH
ccs@corporateconstruction
services.com
www.corporateconstruction
services.com

Frederick Quinn Corporation
Jack Hayes

103 South Church Street
Addison, IL 60101
630-628-8500 PH
jhayes@fquinncorp.com
www.fquinncorp.com/

Henry Bros. Co.

Marc Deneau

9821 S. 78th Ave.
Hickory Hills, IL 60457
708-430-5400 PH
mdeneau@henrybros.com
www.henrybros.com

Lamp Incorporated
lan Lamp

460 N. Grove Ave.
Elgin, IL 60120
847-741-7220 PH
ilamp@lampinc.net
www.lampinc.net

Norwalk Concrete Industries
Scott Kinnamon

80 Commerce Drive
Norwalk, OH 44857
800-733-3624 PH
skinn@nciprecast.com
www.nciprecast.com

V3 Companies

Greg Wolterstorff

7325 Janes Ave.
Woodridge, IL 60517
630-729-6334 PH
gwolterstorff@v3co.com
WWWw.v3co.com

CONSULTANTS

aQity Research &

Insights, Inc.

Jeff Andreasen

820 Davis. St., Suite 502
Evanston, IL 60201
847-424-4171 PH
j.andreasen@agqityresearch.com
www.agityresearch.com

Inspec, Inc.

David Foler

8618 W. Catalpa
Suites 1109-1110
Chicago, IL 60656
773-892-2771 PH
dfoler@inspec.com
WWW.inspec.com

DATA COLLECTION

Smart Field Forms

Lee Forkenbrock

8745 W. Higgins Rd.
Chicago, IL 60631
815-210-2529 PH
lee@smartfieldforms.com
smartfieldforms.com

ENERGY
MANAGEMENT

Ameren

Carol Kulek

1110 Memory Lane
Springfield, IL 62707
217-741-2489 PH
CKulek@ameren.com
www.amerenillinoissavings.com
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IAPD CORPORATE/ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

ComEd Energy Efficiency
Program

Amy Populorum

3 Lincoln Centre

Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181
630-437-4610 PH
Amy.Populorum@ComEd.com
www.ComEd.com/
PublicSectorEE

Seven Utility Management
Consultants, LLC

Dale Snyder

7704 Oakridge Rd.

North Little Rock, AR 72116
501-835-3142 PH
dsnyder@sevenutility.com
www.sevenutility.com

Trane

Aaron Raftery

7100 S. Madison
Willowbrook, IL 60527
630-203-7007 PH
Aaron.Raftery@irco.com
www.trane.com

ENTERTAINMENT

Medieval Times Dinner

& Tournament

Andy Hardy

2001 N. Roselle Rd.
Schaumburg, IL 60195
847-882-1995 PH
andy.hardy@medievaltimes.com
www.medievaltimes.com

ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSULTANTS

Deigan & Associates

Kirsten Myles

28835 N. Herky Dr.

Lake Bluff, IL 60044
847-578-5000 PH
kmyles@deiganassociates.com
www.deiganassociates.com
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FINANCIAL/
INVESTMENTS

Mesirow Financial, Inc.
Todd Krzyskowski

353 N. Clark St.

Chicago, IL 60654
312-595-7842 PH
tkrzyskowski@
mesirowfinancial.com
www. mesirowfinancial.com

PFM Asset Management
Michelle Binns

190 S. LaSalle St.

Suite 2000

Chicago, IL 60603
312-523-2423 PH
BINNSM@pfm.com
www.pfm.com

PMA Financial

Network, Inc.

2135 City Gate Ln.

7th Floor

Naperville, IL 60563
630-718-8710 FX
Courtney Soesbe —
Financial
630-657-6421 PH
csoesbe@pmanetwork.com
Andrew Kim — Securities
630-657-6449 PH
akim@pmanetwork.com
www.pmanetwork.com

Speer Financial, Inc.
Aaron Gold

1 N LaSalle St #4100
Chicago, IL 60602
312-780-2280 PH
agold@speerfinancial.com
www.speerfinancial.com

Wintrust Government
Funds

Tim O'Brien

231 S. LaSalle Street
2nd Floor

Chicago, IL 60604
312-981-0765 PH
tobrien@wintrust.com
www.wintrust.com

FLOORING

Sport Court Midwest
Patrick Walker

747 N Church Rd.
Suite G10

Elmhurst, IL 60126
630-350-8652 PH
info@courtofsport.com
www.courtofsport.com

INSURANCE

lllinois Parks Association
Risk Services (IPARKS)
Ryan Pnakovich

315 South Kalamazoo Mall
Kalamazoo, MI 49007
800-692-9522 PH
rpnakovich@bfgroup.com
www.iparks.org

Park District Risk
Management Agency

(PDRMA) @
Brett Davis

2033 Burlington Avenue
Lisle, IL 60532

630-769-0332 PH
bdavis@pdrma.org
www.pdrma.org

LAND PRESERVATION

lllinois Nature Conservancy
Ashley Maybanks

8 S. Michigan Ave.
Chicago, IL 60603
amaybanks@TNC.ORG
www.nature.org/illinois

Openlands

Gerald Adelmann

25 E. Washington Street
Suite 1650

Chicago, IL 60602
312-427-4256 PH
jadelmann@openlands.org
www.openlands.org

LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECTS

Hitchcock Design Group

Bill Inman

22 E. Chicago Ave.

Suite 200A

Naperville, IL 60540
630-961-1787 PH
binman@hitchcock
designgroup.com

www. hitchcockdesigngroup.com

JSD Professional Services

Lori Vierow

1400 E. Touhy Ave, Suite 215
Des Plaines, IL 60018
312-644-3379 PH
lori.vierow@jsdinc.com
www.jsdinc.com

LANDSCAPE
SERVICES/SUPPLIES

Flood's Royal Flush Inc.
Mimi Lomeli

PO Box 303

Wasco, IL 60175

ForeverLawn Chicago

Justin Lettenberger

3438 Colony Bay Drive
Rockford, IL 61109
779-368-0251 PH
justin@chicago.foreverlawn.com
www.foreverlawnchicago.com

Homer Industries, LLC
Todd Hahn

14000 S. Archer Ave.
Lockport, IL 60441
815-838-0863 PH
todd@homertree.com
www.homerindustries.com

McGinty Bros., Inc. Lawn
& Tree Care

Brian McGinty

3744 E. Cuba Rd.

Long Grove, IL 60047
847-438-5161 PH
brian@mcgintybros.com
www.mcgintybros.com
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LIGHTING

Musco Sports Lighting
David Miller

100 1st Ave. West
Oskaloosa, IA 52577
877-388-7652 PH
david.miller@musco.com
WWW. MuSCco.com

NATURAL GAS

Nicor Gas Energy
Efficiency Program

Tara Brown

1844 Ferry Road
Naperville, IL 60563
630-388-3844 PH
tarbrown@southernco.com
www.southernco.com

PARKS &
PLAYGROUNDS

Commercial Recreation
Specialists

Ron Romans

807 Liberty Drive

Suite 101

Verona, WI 53593
877-896-8442 PH
info@crs4rec.com
www.crsdrec.com

Cunningham Recreation
Michele Breakfield
2135 City Gate Lane @
Ste 300

Naperville, IL 60563
800-438-2780 PH
michele@cunninghamrec.com
www.cunninghamrec.com

Imagine Nation LLC
Michele Kuhlman

1827 Stratford Ave.
Westchester, IL 60154
michele@imagineparks.com
imagineparks.com

Kompan

Todd Stortz

4170 N Marine Dr 8L
Chicago, IL 60613
312-622-7492 PH
todsto@kompan.com
www.kompan.com

Matrix Fitness

Kevin Kingston

1600 Landmark Dr.
Cottage Grove, WI 53527
773-919-7370 PH
kevin.kingston@
matrixfitness.com
www.matrixfitness.com

NuToys Leisure Products
Sheilah Wasielewski

915 Hillgrove

LaGrange, IL 60525
708-579-9055 PH
sheilahw@nutoys4fun.com
www.nutoys4fun.com

Rainbow Farm

Enterprises Inc

Jackie Musch

25715 S. Ridgeland Avenue
Monee, IL 60449
708-534-1070 PH
rainbowfarms@nettech.com
www.RainbowFarmsMulch.com

Team REIL Inc.
John Cederlund
17421 Marengo Rd.
Union, IL 60180
888-438-7345 PH
john@getreil.com
www.getreil.com

PLAQUES/STATUES/
AWARDS

Bronze Memorial Company
Rick Gurrieri

1842 N. Elston Ave.
Chicago, IL 60642
773-276-7972 PH
bronzememco@gmail.com
bronzememco.com

IAPD CORPORATE/ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

PURCHASING

TIPS

Jeff Shokrian

4845 US Hwy 271 North
Pittsburg, TX 75686
866-839-8477 PH
sarah.bond@tips-usa.com
www.tips-usa.com

SIGNAGE

Divine Signs & Graphics
Jeff Miller

601 Estes Avenue
Schaumburg, IL 60173
847-534-9220 PH
jmiller@divinesignsinc.com
www.divinesignsinc.com

TECHNOLOGY

Access One Inc

Bryan Green

820 West Jackson,

6th Floor

Chicago, IL 60607
312-441-0183 PH
bgreen@accessoneinc.com
www.accessoneinc.com

@

Call One

Larry Widmer

225 W. Wacker Dr.
8th Floor

Chicago, IL 60606
312-496-6693 PH
Iwidmer@callone.com
www.callone.com

Links Technology

Solutions, Inc.

James Burke

440 East State Parkway
Suite 220

Schaumburg, IL 60173
847-252-7285 PH
jburke@linkstechnology.com
www.linkstechnology.com

TRANSPORTATION

Best Bus Sales

Rob Zimmerman

1216 Rand Rd.

Des Plaines, IL 60016
847-297-3177 PH
karen@bestbussales.com
www.bestbussales.com

Monroe Truck Equipment
Amanda Field

1051 W. 7" Street
Monroe, WI 53566
608-329-8366 PH
afield@monroetruck.com
www. monroetruck.com

WATER RECREATION

WhiteWater West
Justin Yeager

6700 McMillan Way
Richmond, BC VeW1J7
604-273-1068 PH

justin.yeager@whitewaterwest.com

www.whitewaterwest.com

WORKERS
COMPENSATION

Illinois Public Risk Fund
Robert Buhs

7851 W. 185th Street
Suite 101

Tinley Park, IL 60477
708-429-6300 PH
rbuhs@iprf.com
www.iprf.com

Please contact Alan Howard

at ahoward@ilparks.org for updates
or changes to your corporate
member listing.
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IPRA COMMERCIAL MEMBERS

AQUATICS

AQUATIC COUNCIL, LLC
Timothy Auerhahn, CPOI
78 Lyndale Drive
Rochester, NY 14624
tim@aquaticcouncil.com
585-415-6926 PH
aquaticcouncil.com

JEFF ELLIS AND
ASSOCIATES, INC.

Joe Stefanyak

PO Box 2160
Windermere, FL 34786
joe.stefanyak@ijellis.com
407-401-7120 PH
jellis.com

JUST IN TIME POOL & SPA
Michael Butkovich

121 Eisenhower Lane
Lombard, IL 60148
justintimepool@yahoo.com
312-622-2223 PH

LINCOLN AQUATICS
Charlie Luecker

2051 Commerce Ave
Concord, CA 94520-4950
cs@lincolnaqgutics.com
800-223-5450 PH
lincolnaquatics.com

RAMUC POOL PAINT
Rebecca Spencer

36 Pine Street
Rockaway, NJ 07866

rspencer@ramucpoolpaint.com

800-745-6756 PH
ramucpoolpaint.com

SPEAR CORPORATION
Brian Spear

12966 N County Road 50 W
Roachdale, IN 46172-9538
bspear@spearcorp.com
765-522-1126 PH
spearcorp.com
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VORTEX AQUATIC
STRUCTURES
INTERNATIONAL

Scott Stefanc

11024 Bailey Road, Suite C
Cornelius, NC, 28031
sstefanc@vortex-intl.com
877-586-7839 PH
vortex-intl.com

BUILDING &
CONSTRUCTION

BID EVOLUTION

Steve Kulovits

1905 Sequoia Dr.

Suite 201

Aurora, IL 60506
stevek@bidevolution.com
630-450-8360 PH
bidevolution.com

FREDERICK QUINN CORP
Jack Hayes

103 S. Church St.
Addison, IL 60101
jhayes@fquinncorp.com
630-628-8500 PH
fquinncorp.com

INTEGRAL
CONSTRUCTION INC.
Christopher Osinski

320 Rocbaar Drive
Romeoville, IL 60446
cosinski@buildintegral.com
844-317-7403 PH

LAMP INCORPORATED
lan Lamp

460 N. Grove Avenue
Elgin, IL 60120
ilamp@lampinc.net
847-741-7220 (305) PH
lampinc.net

CONSTRUCTION
MANAGEMENT

FEATHERSTONE, INC.
Mike Carpenter, LEED AP
4610 Roslyn Rd.

Downers Grove, IL 60515-
5809
mikec@featherstoneinc.com
847-271-6021 PH
featherstoneinc.com

COOPERATIVE
PURCHASING CONTRACTS
SOURCEWELL

Jon Henke

202 12th Street NE

PO. Box 219

Staples, MN 56479

Jon.henke@sourcewell-mn.gov

218-541-5102 PH
sourcewell-mn.gov

ENERGY
MANAGEMENT

COMED

Amy Populorum

2011 Swift Dr

Oak Brook, IL 60523-1580
Amy.Populorum@ComEd.com
630-891-7430 PH
comed.com

MIDWEST MECHANICAL
Jaylen Thompson

801 Parkview Boulevard
Lombard, IL 60148
jaylen.thompson@
midwestmech.com
630-280-6262 PH
midwestmech.com

ENTERTAINMENT &
EVENT SERVICES

MELROSE PYROTECHNICS
Jonathan Gesse

PO Box 302

Kingsbury, IN 46345
jon@melrosepyro.com
219-393-5522 PH
melrosepyro.com

FINANCE

5/3 Fifth Third Bank
Sean Patrick Durkin
1151 State St.

Lemont, IL 60439-4200
Sean.Durkin@53.com
630-297-5987 PH
B53.com

LAUTERBACH & AMEN, LLP
Ron Amen

668 N. River Road
Naperville, IL 60563
ramen@]Iauterbachamen.com
630-393-1483 PH
lauterbachamen.com

SPEER FINANCIAL
Aaron Gold

One North LaSalle

Suite 4100

Chicago, IL 60602
agold@speerfinancial.com
312-780-2280 PH
speerfinancial.com

STIFEL

Tom Reedy

70 West Madison St.
Suite 2400

Chicago, IL 60602
reedyt@stifel.com
312-423-8245 PH
stifel.com

WINTRUST FINANCIAL
CORPORATION

Aimee Briles

9700 W. Higgins Road
4th Floor

Rosemont, IL 60018
abriles@wintrust.com
630-560-2120 PH
wintrust.com

HEALTH AND
WELLNESS

NATIONAL FITNESS
CAMPAIGN

Trent Matthias

415 Jackson St.

San Francisco, CA 94111
trent@nfchg.com
415-702-4919 ext. 101 PH
nationalfitnesscampaign.com
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LANDSCAPE
SERVICES/SUPPLIES

CENTRAL LIFE SCIENCES
John Neberz

1501 E. Woodfield Road
Suite 200W

Schaumburg, IL 60173
jneberz@central.com
847-330-5385 PH
centralmosquitocontrol.com

CONFLUENCE

Craig Soncrant

307 N. Michigan Ave., #601
Chicago, IL 60601
csoncrant@
thinkconfluence.com
312-663-5494 PH
thinkconfluence.com

GLI, INC.

George Petecki

1410 Mills Rd.

Joliet, IL 60433
bridget@
georgeslandscaping.com
815-774-0350 PH
georgeslandscaping.com

GREEN-UP

Bernard Schroeder
23940 Andrew Road
Plainfield, IL 60585
sandy@sgreen-up.com
815-372-3000 PH
green-up.com

THE DAVEY TREE EXPERT
COMPANY

Mandy McCauley

1375 E Woodfield Rd.

Ste 204

Schaumburg, IL 60173-5424
mandy.mccauley@davey.com
630-422-1870 PH
davey.com

THE MULCH CENTER

Jim Seckelmann

21457 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Deerfield, IL 60015
jim@mulchcenter.com
847-459-7200 PH
mulchcenter.com

LIGHTING

MUSCO SPORTS
LIGHTING

Nick Mauer

100 1st Ave W

Oskaloosa, |IA 52577-3244
nick.mauer@musco.com
800-825-6030 PH
Mmusco.com

MARKETING &
COMMUNICATIONS

A5

John Harris

1 North La Salle Street
47th Floor

Chicago, IL 60602
jharris@abinc.com
312-706-2525 PH
abinc.com

EXCEL AERIAL
IMAGES, LLC

Eric Lee Wilson, CPRP
1137 E. Woodrow Ave
Lombard, IL 60148
ericlee@
excelaerialimagesllc.com
224-775-4623 PH
excelaerialimages.com

IZONE IMAGING
Brad Huckabay
2526 Charter Oak Dr
Suite 100

Temple, TX 76502
bhuckabay@
izoneimaging.com
888-464-9663 PH
izoneimaging.com

NATIVE AREAS
MANAGEMENT

BEDROCK EARTHSCAPES,
LLC

William Bedrossian

1501 E Harrison Ave
Wheaton, IL 60187-4424
Bill@bedrockearthscapes.com
630-461-1159 PH
bedrockearthscapes.com

IPRA COMMERCIAL MEMBERS

PARKS &
PLAYGROUNDS

AMERICANA OUTDOORS
Kevin Cook

2 Industrial Drive

Salem, IL 62881
kevin@americana.com
800-851-0865 PH
americana.com

CUNNINGHAM

RECREATION

Michele Breakfield

2135 City Center Lane

Suite 300

Naperville, IL 60563
michele@cunninghamrec.com
800-438-2780 PH
cunninghamrec.com

DISCOUNT PLAYGROUND
SUPPLY, INC

Mike Baker

PO Box 278

Simpsonville, SC 29681-
0278

sales@discount
playgroundsupply.com
888-760-2499 x1 PH
discountplaygroundsupply.com

FIELDTURF USA, INC.
Jonathan Huard

175 N. Industrial Blvd NE
Calhoun, GA 30701
jonathan.huard@fieldturf.com
630-474-9817 PH
fieldturf.com

PLAY & PARK
STRUCTURES

Steve Casada

303 Bass St.

Park Hills, MO 63601
scasada@playandpark.com
573-631-1968 PH

PLAY ILLINOIS

Michael Maloney

310 N Grant St.
Westmont, IL 60559-1505
mike@playil.com
630-514-5405 PH
playil.com

PLANNING & DESIGN

DEUCHLER ENGINEERING
CORPORATION

Pat Kelsey

230 Woodlawn Ave

Aurora, IL 60506-5194
pkelsey@deuchler.com
630-423-0482 PH
deuchler.com

DEWBERRY
ARCHITECTS INC.

Daniel Atilano

132 N York St

Elmhurst, IL 60126-3079
datilano@dewberry.com
847-841-0571 PH
dewberry.com

FGM ARCHITECTS

John Dzarnowski

1211 W. 22" Street
Suite 705

Oakbrook, IL 60523
johnd@fgmarchitects.com
630-574-8300 PH
fgmarchitects.com

GEWALT HAMILTON
ASSOCIATES

Michael Shrake

625 Forest Edge Drive
Vernon Hills, IL 60061
mshrake@gha-engineers.com
847-478-9700 PH
gha-engineers.com

HITCHCOCK DESIGN GROUP
Bill Inman

225 W. Jefferson Ave
Naperville, IL 60540
binman@
hitchcockdesigngroup.com
630-961-1787 PH
hitchcockdesigngroup.com

INSPEC, INC
Dave Foler

8618 W. Catalpa
Suite 1109-1110
Chicago, IL 60656
dfoler@inspec.com
773-892-2771 PH
inspec.com
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IPRA COMMERCIAL MEMBERS

JSD PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES, INC.

Lori Vierow

1400 E Touhy Ave

Ste 215

Des Plaines, IL 60018-3339
lori.vierow@jsdinc.com
630-362-6681 PH
jsdinc.com

MANHARD CONSULTING
Matt Nelson, PLA, ASLA,
LEED AP

One Overlook Point

Suite 290

Lincolnshire, IL 60069
mnelson@manhard.com
630-925-1047 PH
www.Manhard.com

PLANNING

RESOURCES INC.

Darrell Garrison

913 Parkview Blvd
Lombard, IL 60148-3267
dgarrison@planres.com
630-668-3788 PH
planres.com

SMITHGROUP

Brett Weidl

35 E. Wacker Drive

Suite 900

Chicago, IL 60601
brett.weidl@smithgroup.com
312-641-0770 PH
www.smithgroup.com

STUDIO PARK AVE
Benjamin Kutscheid

685 Park Ave W
Highland Park, IL 60035-
2425
ben@StudioParkAve.com
847-217-5076 PH
studioparkave.com

THE LARSON EQUIPMENT
AND FURNITURE COMPANY
Dave Dillon

1000 E. State Parkway

Unit F

Schaumburg, IL 60173
ddillon@larsoncompany.com
847-705-0460 PH
larsoncompany.com
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WIGHT & COMPANY
Robert ljams

2500 N. Frontage Road
Darien, IL 60561
rijams@wightco.com
630-739-6644 PH
wightco.com

WILLIAMS ARCHITECTS
Olga Henderson

500 Park Blvd.

Suite 800

Itasca, IL 60143
ohhenderson@
williamsarchitects.com
630-221-1212 PH
williams-architects.com

WT GROUP
Jaclyn Triphahn
2675 Pratum Avenue

Hoffman Estates, IL 60192

Jaclyn.Triphahn@

wtengineering.com
224-293-6333 PH
wtengineering.com

PLAQUES/STATUES

BRONZE MEMORIAL CO.

Rick Gurrieri

1842 N. Elston Ave.
Chicago, IL 60642
rgurrieri@aol.com
773-276-7972 x13 PH
bronzememco.com

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

ANCEL GLINK DIAMOND

BUSH DICIANNI &
KRAFTHEFER P.C.
Robert Bush

140 S. Dearborn Street
6th Floor

Chicago, IL 60603
rbush@ancelglink.com
312-604-9105 PH
ancelglink.com

BERRYDUNN

Dannielle Wilson

100 Middle St

4th Floor East Tower
Portland, ME 04101
DWilson@BerryDunn.com
207-842-8121 PH
berrydunn.com

GREG PETRY CONSULTING
Greg Petry, CPRE

474 Glendenning Place
Waukegan, IL 60087
greg@gregpetryconsulting.com
847-287-4721 PH

HR SOURCE

Christopher Schneider
3025 Highland Parkway
Suite 225

Downers Grove, IL 60515
cschneider@hrsource.org
630-963-7600 x232 PH

ILLINOIS PUBLIC
RISK FUND

Robert Buhs

7851 W. 185th Street
Suite 101

Tinley Park, IL 60477
rbuhs@iprf.com
708-429-6300 PH
iprf.com

PDRMA

Brett Davis

2033 Burlington Avenue
Lisle, IL 60532
bdavis@pdrma.org
630-769-0332 PH
pdrma.org

TRANE

Aaron Raftery

7100 S. Madison St.
Willowbrook, IL 60527
aaron.raftery@irco.com
630-203-7007 PH
irco.com

RECREATION

CHICAGO DISTRICT TENNIS
ASSOCIATION

Jill Siegel

2027 W Division St #171
Chicago, IL 60622
info@chicagodistricttennis.com
847-803-2382 PH

SIGNAGE

TERRABILT INC.

Donald Meeker

619 Center AVE

PO Box 767

Mamaroneck, NY 10543-0767
don@terrabilt.com
914-341-1500 PH
terrabilt.wolfenwicked.com

SUPPLIES

FEDERAL SUPPLY USA
Chad Read

1171 S Northpoint Blvd.
Waukegan, IL 60085-8216
cread@federalsupply.com
847-623-1310 PH
federalsupply.com

TECHNOLOGY
SOLUTIONS

COMMUNITYPASS

Tim Bracken

141 Dayton St, Ste 204
Ridgewood, NJ 07450-4430
tbracken@capturepoint.com
201-689-2323 ext: 202 PH
communitypass.net

RAM COMMUNICATIONS INC.
Rob McCoy

2720 S River Rd., Ste 152
Des Plaines, IL 60018-4111
info@ramcomminc.com
847-358-0917 PH
ramcomminc.com

SMARTREC BY AMILIA
Renaud Beaulieu-Labbé
1751 Richardson Street
Suite 3.102

Montreal, QC H3K1G6,
CANADA
sales@amilia.com
514-343-0004 PH
smartrec.amilia.com

www.lLipra.org



Partnerships Matter

It's always good to have a partner when it comes
to investing — one you can count on in all types of
challenging situations. Illinois Trust's investment
philosophy is based on safety and preservation of
principal so that our investment professionals can
assist you in any investment climate. Want to
learn more about partnering with us?

Call IPDLAF+ Class today at 800.731.6830
or visit our web site at www.IPDLAF.org.

Michelle Binns
Senior Managing
Consultant
312.523.2428

Jeff Schroeder
Managing Director
312.523.2423

Amber Cannegieter
Key Account Manager
800.731.6830

Sponsored by: Illinois Association of Park Districts | Illinois Park & Recreation Association




IAPD Energy Partner

YOUR ADVOCATE FOR REAL TIME COMPETITIVE OFFERS FROM LEADING SUPPLIERS

AWAD
S E V E N r—

Utility Management Consultants, Ltd. lllinois Association of Park Districts

FRER NO OBLIGATION

“Seven Utility Management Consultants has
greatly benefited our park district during
these tough economic times. Our park district
has realized substantial natural gas and
electricity savings because of the services
that Seven provides. Thank you for making
this opportunity available to IAPD member
agencies.”

-Oakbrook Terrace
Park District
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