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FROM THE EDITOR

Capturing the Past
The word “legacy” is one 

that carries incredible 

significance and weight. 

Your agencies and 

associations are regularly 

being tasked with creating 

places and programs that 

will last a lifetime, which is no small feat.

Creating something that becomes a part of the 

fabric of your community is something park 

districts in Illinois have been doing for more than 

100 years. In the span of that century, park 

districts, forest preserve districts, conservation 

districts, recreation, and special recreation 

agencies have followed and at times 

spearheaded societal trends as demographics 

and needs shift. 

It is the shared history of the work of these 

professionals and elected officials that have 

helped create a sense of pride in their respective 

communities. It is through history that we all 

learn how to make better decisions and avoid 

repeating mistakes.

That's why we are spotlighting a few of these 

agencies in this issue of Illinois Parks and 

Recreation magazine. We learn about the 

visionary push to create a park district in 

Building on the Foundation of Recreation on page 

14. Driving the Path of Recreation looks at the 

creation of the Taylorville Community Pleasure 

Driveway and Park District on page 18. Lastly, 

The History and Importance of Preserving Pekin's 

Mineral Springs Park on page 22 details just how 

a community's history can tell the story of the 

determination that is needed to make a good 

community into a great one.

Thanks for reading!
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GET ON BOARD
By Peter M. Murphy, Esq., CAE, IOM, IAPD President and CEO

6   I l l i n o i s P a r k s & R e c r e a t i o n  

THE FOUNDATIONS OF SUCCESS
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The IAPD staff has combined 164 years of working for your 

association, which means that our outstanding programs, 

services, and events are created with a history of experience 

that is second-to-none. We place a high priority on listening 

to feedback and continually improving everything that we do 

to keep our members coming back for the training, 

education, and connectivity that helps them successfully 

achieve their goals. 

We had another outstanding year marked by a series of 

remarkable accomplishments that have garnered glowing 

reviews from our membership.

This year, IAPD continued to ensure that our member 

agencies have the funding needed to bring their dreams to 

fruition. When the Governor proposed to sweep next year's 

dedicated Real Estate Transfer Tax receipts for the Open 

Space Lands Acquisition and Development Program 

(OSLAD), we sprang to action, highlighting the devastating 

impact of this proposed sweep through our Legislative 

Breakfasts, Parks Day at the Capitol, Legislative Conference, 

and meetings with key legislators and legislative staff. As a 

result of our persistence, a sweep was avoided and an 

additional $24 million was allocated to this critical program, 

bringing the total FY 2025 OSLAD grant amount to $54 

million.

Our PowerPlay! grant program awarded IAPD member 

agencies with $30,000 in 2024. Since the program's 

inception, 594 grants totaling $857,450 have been 

awarded by IAPD to member agencies, beneting nearly 

59,000 children statewide.

IAPD's educational programs continued to provide our 

members with the knowledge needed to advance their goals 

and objectives with more than 1,100 commissioners and 

professionals participating in our timely webinars, highly 

acclaimed Leadership Institute, renowned Legislative 

Conference, and the 45th Annual Legal Symposium. And our 

complimentary advocacy forum for new executive directors 

received an enthusiastic response.

Parks Day at the Capitol was once again a sold-out event.

IAPD displayed banners on light posts surrounding the 

Illinois State Capitol in a month-long public awareness 

campaign encouraging legislators, media, and the public to 

Discover the Power of Parks. Banners featured photos from 

member agencies with four banners displayed year-round 

in high traffic locations for maximum exposure to the 

Illinois Legislature.

The 31st Annual Park District Conservation Day at the 

Illinois State Fair brought park district talent from 

throughout the state to perform on stages across the 

fairgrounds.

The 18th Annual Best of the Best Awards Gala was an 

inspirational evening with nearly 300 guests celebrating 

IAPD member agencies, commissioners, businesses, 

partnering organizations, and citizen volunteers who 

dedicate their time, talents, and resources to parks, 

recreation, and conservation.

Park Cast, IAPD's engaging podcast, now features 58 

episodes highlighting the work that IAPD is doing in 

partnership with our members to advance parks, 

recreation, and conservation. Park Cast accrued 3,135 

total listens in 2024 and has amassed 9,382 listens since 

its inception.

The 2024 IAPD Golf Guide was created as a convenient 

promotional digital resource with comprehensive 

information about 120 member golf courses including links 

to photos, addresses, phone numbers, websites, and staff. 

New this year was the inclusion of drone footage 

showcasing aerial views of five featured courses.

IAPD's content-rich videos are excellent catalysts to 

promote parks, recreation, and conservation. This past 

year, IAPD videos received 3,000 views, logging 192 hours 

watched.
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IAPD provided its members with 31 Legislative Updates and 

Legal News to keep members current on news from the State 

Capitol, grant information, new legal requirements, and other 

legal/legislative developments. Video updates were shared 

during times of increased legislative activity.

IAPD collaborated with our membership to promote 

advocacy initiatives resulting in the addition of two Platform 

Bills signed into law, bringing the total number of IAPD 

Platform Bills in the 103rd General Assembly that are now 

law to seven.

The Governor's office announced more than $28 million in 

Park and Recreational Facility Construction (PARC) grants to 

13 park districts, conservation districts, and other recreation 

agencies this year. PARC was funded through the 2019 

Rebuild Illinois capital plan and was the 

direct result of IAPD's advocacy efforts.

We reviewed each of the 2,882 bills and 

1,678 amendments introduced in the 

second year of the 103rd General Assembly. 

We tracked 1,556 bills for their impact on 

IAPD member agencies.

Forty-three legislators attended the Soaring 

to New Heights All-Conference Awards 

Luncheon.

A total of twelve Legislative Breakfasts were 

organized by twelve member agencies, 

attracting 412 participants from 144 distinct agencies, with 

the attendance of 45 legislators at these events.

Our Sample Board Governance Policies, 

https://www.ilparks.org/page/BoardPolicies, was created as a 

complimentary resource to assist IAPD members in 

implementing best practices. The 193-page document 

includes a comprehensive set of board governance policy 

examples collected from park districts throughout the state 

on an array of topics including board meetings, financial 

policies and procedures, and park and facility guidelines and 

procedures.

The IAPD Election Calendar was published for the 2025 

Consolidated Primary and Consolidated Election.

We updated our database with 58 new categories of 

information including the latest employment, financial, tax 

levy, and other data available from the Illinois Department of 

Revenue and Comptroller. Agencies contemplating tax 

levies or other key metrics can utilize this for 

benchmarking against similar agencies.

We responded to 465 legal/legislative inquiries from 154 

different member agencies on a wide range of issues.

IAPD's latest research project, a statewide W-2 

Employment & Revenue Analysis, investigated the role that 

local park districts, forest preserves, conservation districts, 

recreation departments, and special recreation agencies 

represent as employers and job generators in their 

communities.

Our exclusive member resources were enhanced this year, 

including our Referendum Results webpage, which now 

enables member agencies that are considering pursuing a 

referendum to search 25 years of election 

results by referenda type with each report 

detailing the county/jurisdiction, description 

of the initiative, outcome, and more. 

The positive feedback that we received this 

year from members across Illinois reinforces 

our commitment to excellence and reminds 

us that building a good member experience 

does not happen by accident … it happens 

by design.

Please take some time to read the 2024 

Annual Report, Glowing Reviews, which we 

sent to all members and can be found on our website here: 

https://www.ilparks.org/page/annual_report. 

We hope that you will learn more about the many ways 

IAPD serves as the one stop resource for strengthening 

your skills and enriching your experience as we work 

together to create vibrant places to live, work, and 

recreate.

The new year brings great opportunities for creative and 

nimble service to your constituents. That service can be 

enhanced by attending IAPD's many opportunities to learn 

and by upping your game and growing your influence by 

tapping into IAPD's bank of knowledge experts at one of 

our many upcoming events.

The new year is upon us. Please take advantage of your 

IAPD membership today!

“What gets measured 

gets done, what gets 

measured and fed back 

gets done well, what 

gets rewarded gets 

repeated.” 

— John E. Jones III
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simultaneously being resilient enough to handle changes 
and challenges, and this is key:  stay engaged and 
motivated through difficult periods. Learn from setbacks 
and re-evaluate your strategies. 

One of the defining features of a winning mindset in 2025 
is a commitment to continuous learning—and IPRA is here 
to help with that. This year, we unveil a new CommUnity, 
with features and components similar to current social 
media platforms. For IPRA groups, sections, committees 
and boards, the ability to communicate and learn from 
your peers has always been part of the mission. Check out 
the IPRA CommUnity! Later in 2025, we will introduce a 
learning management system (LMS) to members. The 
rapid pace of technological change means that skills can 
quickly become obsolete, so the ability to adapt and learn 
new skills will be more important than ever. The LMS will 
feature career pathways, core competencies and unique 
ways to upskill or reskill in the field of parks and rec. A 
winning mindset embraces lifelong learning, and you'll 
have plenty of opportunities with IPRA in person and 
online. Many of the IPRA strategic plan initiatives focus on 
growth and innovative projects—so that all members can 
benefit.

Oh, You're SO Emotional and That's a Good 
Thing
Daniel Goleman, a psychologist and author who helped 
popularize the concept of emotional intelligence, said, 
"Leaders who are guided by emotional intelligence create a 
climate of trust and innovation, and inspire their teams to 
excel." The ability to lead with empathy and emotional 
intelligence will be undeniable in 2025, whether you are 
in a traditional leadership role, act as a volunteer or are 
part of a team. A winning mindset understands the 
importance of human connection.

Ask your colleagues (or friends) what they value in a leader 
and good team mate. I'm betting it's someone who can 
understand and respond to the emotional needs of their 
teams. Every day, for the communities you serve, you stay 
in tune and create programming with individuals' well-
being and mental health. Add morale and you've got that 
winning mindset that fosters an environment where 
everyone feels valued, heard and supported. Emotional 
intelligence isn't just about seeing others; it also means 
being self-aware. Do you understand your own emotions, 

As we turn the page to 2025 (or scroll, and maybe even 
still on TikTok!), it's time to reset, refresh—and 
renegotiate with yourself. While some community 
members will join your agency's fitness center, start to eat 
healthy, or make more time for family and friends, my 
challenge to you is to take a few minutes daily to reflect 
on small achievements and set yourself up for success by 
launching a winning mindset. In this rapidly shifting 
landscape, the key to sustained success is not just about 
technical expertise or knowledge, but rather the mindset 
that individuals cultivate and maintain throughout the 
year. A winning mindset is now considered one of the 
most crucial assets a professional can possess in the 
modern world. 

What is a Winning Mindset?
It's literally all in your mind. It's a mental framework that 
empowers you to overcome obstacles, adversity and 
continuously grow. It involves a blend of resilience, 
adaptability, positivity and a drive to constantly improve. 
While a positive mental attitude (introduced in 1937 as 
“PMA”) is important, it's not the only thing. To start 
winning, think about:

• Resilience:   Being able to bounce back from setbacks 
   and stay focused on long-term goals.
• Adaptability: Being open to change and capable of 
   adjusting to new circumstances, technologies and 
   trends.
• Emotional intelligence (EQ):  Manage your own 
   emotions and understand the emotions of others, model 
   better communication and promote good relationships 
   in the workplace.
• Optimism and mental toughness: Maintain a positive 
   outlook, especially in the face of adversity, and push 
   through challenges without losing focus.

These traits, when combined, are instrumental as 
professionals define personal, professional and team 
success. In 2025, where disruption is everywhere, having 
a mindset that embraces uncertainty and views failure as 
an opportunity for growth is what will set you apart.

Let's Bounce, Adapt and Grow
As we've all seen, AI, machine learning, automation, and 
remote working models are reshaping industries and job 
roles. You've got to be okay with failing sometimes—while 
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By Suzi Wirtz, IOM, IPRA Executive Director 
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A C L O S E R L O O K A T T R E N D S A N D I S S U E S I N T H E P A R K A N D R E C R E A T I O N P R O F E S S I O N

EYE ON THE PROFESSION

START THE YEAR WITH A 
WINNING MINDSET



biases and motivations? Take time tp reflect on you, 
administer self-care and adjust behavior. Discover stress 
management techniques to remain effective in high-pressure 
environments. In short, prioritize well-being.

Take Care of your Networking and 
Personal Brand
It's long been said, it's not just what you know … it's who 
you know. Building and maintaining a strong professional 
network is essential for career advancement. When first 
starting out, it's what sets you apart; as you move up the 
ladder, those with a winning mindset place a high value on 
maintaining relationships, networking, and taking proactive 
steps to build a personal brand. IPRA volunteering 
opportunities exist for this reason and you can find 
descriptions online at www.ilipra.org. In addition, we've 
implemented a Volunteer Interest Form where you can 
indicate what you'd like to become involved with to build 
your strategic relationships and give back.

The best opportunities often arise from strong relationships 
with mentors, peers, and at times, even competitors. 
Networking is about building meaningful connections with 
individuals who can provide insights, advice and 
opportunities. Professionals with a winning mindset will 
invest in these relationships and foster mutually beneficial 
partnerships. Establishing and nurturing a personal 
brand—whether through content creation, thought 
leadership, or engagement on professional platforms—will be 
a key factor in long-term success. As we work together to 
bring more professionals into the parks, rec and conservation 
world, IPRA will provide digital toolkits for agencies to reach 
out to communities, colleges, community colleges and high 
schools to encourage and draw people to the field.

Time to Grow and Be Tough
You may have heard this story, but it's pretty cool. Thomas 
Edison, likely one of history's greatest inventors, is famous for 
his belief in the power of persistence and learning. When 
attempting to invent the light bulb, he faced numerous 
failures. Instead of giving up, he viewed each failure as a 
learning opportunity. His famous quote, "I have not failed. 
I've just found 10,000 ways that won't work," perfectly 
reflects a growth mindset. Edison's mindset was rooted in the 
belief that skills and knowledge could be developed through 
persistent effort, learning, and improvement.

While they are distinct qualities, both a growth mindset and 
mental toughness are interconnected and often work together 
in achieving success. A growth mindset is based on 
improvement, which encourages you to persist and 
persevere. Mental toughness helps you stay focused and 
endure challenges along the way. 

This year, I plan to maintain a winning mindset, and I hope 
you will, too. IPRA is here to help!
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Lunch and Learns     
February - December, 2025

Aquatic Facilitator Operator (AFO) Course  
March 5-6, 2025

Certified Playground Safety Inspector - Spring B 
March 11-13, 2025

Supervisor Symposium    
Friday, April 11, 2025

Diversity Education Institute    
Friday, April 25, 2025

Financial Sustainability - Part I    
May 14-16, 2025

Forest Preserve & Conservation (FPC)
 SIGnature Education    

Thursday, May 15, 2025

Playground Maintenance Course - Metro  
May  21, 2025

IPRA Upcoming Events 

Visit ILipra.org for more information. 
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Jason Anselment
IAPD General Counsel

I S S U E S & I N S I G H T S F R O M T H E L E G A L / L E G I S L A T I V E S C E N E

Last month, I was invited to speak with advocates from 
several other states to discuss serious legislative issues 
confronting their park districts. Their concerns hit close to 
home. Just as we have encountered legislation that seeks to 
drastically reduce local government property tax revenues 
and to consolidate or eliminate local governments altogether, 
these other states are facing these same threats. Because we 
have dealt with these issues numerous times during the past 
decade, I was happy to share our experience and a way to 
turn challenging legislation into an opportunity for advocacy. 

Coincidentally, at the time of our meeting, the deadline for 
local governments to complete and file their efficiency reports 
under the Decennial Committees on Local Government 
Efficiency Act was quickly approaching. Dozens of agencies 
were sending IAPD copies of their reports. When the 
legislation was originally proposed, it focused exclusively on 
local government consolidation, so I gave these other state 
leaders the background and discussed IAPD's efforts to 
amend the legislation to rightly focus on governmental 
efficiency. I emphasized that even though the requirements 
were still an unfunded mandate, our members were doing 
more than simply satisfying the minimum requirements. 
Instead, many of our agencies were using their efficiency 
committee and report to educate their communities and 
lawmakers about their operational efficiencies. The leaders 
from those other states were particularly interested in our 
proactive approach to use an efficiency study to demonstrate 
that no other unit of local government is better equipped to 
efficiently and effectively deliver park, recreation, and 
conservation services and as a preparatory strategy for 
responding to future legislation if needed.

The Time Is Always Right to Showcase your 
Agency's Efficiency and Success
Park districts, forest preserve districts, and conservation 
districts have proven track records, and the time is always 
right to celebrate those successes. As this issue goes to 
press, the 104th General Assembly is just underway, so it is 
not yet clear which major legislative issues we may confront 
this spring. However, we should not wait until there are 

Integrate Your Agency’s Efficiency Reports
Into Your Advocacy Efforts This Year
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specific proposals to diminish essential property tax 
revenues or to dissolve local governments to discuss 
governmental efficiencies with legislators. 

Although I have not yet had the opportunity to examine 
every agency's efficiency report, I have reviewed enough to 
realize that IAPD member agencies met the challenge of 
treating this as an opportunity as opposed to just another 
state mandate. The compilation of best practices, 
intergovernmental agreements and partnerships, benefits, 
and other successes is quite impressive. Rather than 
simply letting these documents gather dust on a shelf, I 
would like to encourage you to use these reports in your 
advocacy efforts this year. 

Take Advantage of a Unique Opportunity
Some agencies have already delivered a copy of their 
report to their legislators. I am certain legislators 
appreciate receiving the information, but it is important to 
remember that legislators receive an overwhelming amount 
of written material. With thousands of bills already filed for 
the spring session, that volume will only grow. So, while it 
is a good idea to provide a copy of your report to your 
legislators, a personal approach will help maximize your 
advocacy success.

The reports I have reviewed are well-organized and could 
easily be used as the framework for a personal visit with 
your legislators. I do not recommend reading the entire 
report page-by-page with your legislators, but highlighting 
key achievements could have a major impact. 

1. Intergovernmental Agreements and Partnerships. 
Legislators have many issues to deal with, so it is never 
safe to assume that they are aware of the countless 
partnerships and intergovernmental agreements that your 
agency has cultivated. Your report likely provides an 
impressive list. During your legislative visit, consider 
selecting a few of your most successful intergovernmental 
agreements or public-private partnerships, then describe 
the importance of the relationships and highlight 
efficiencies. If possible, quantify the taxpayer savings.

w w w . I L i p r a . o r g



2. Best Practices. Often, we take for granted that all 
governments maintain detailed policy manuals, conduct 
community surveys, and perform comprehensive master 
plans. This is not the case. These and other best practices 
demonstrate that your local government is professional, 
well-organized, and operates efficiently and effectively for 
taxpayers. Furthermore, your legislator may be unaware of 
the extent to which your agency studies and plans before 
making improvements. Sharing details about your specific 
plans, survey results, or studies will help reaffirm the 
state's investment in park and recreation capital grant 
programs like OSLAD and PARC while affording an 
opportunity to discuss current capital needs.  

3. Benefits and Services. Several reports went above and 
beyond when explaining the benefits and services their 
agency provides to their communities. A summary of the 
programs, jobs, health benefits, and economic and 
environmental impact reaffirms that your agency provides 
an excellent return on investment. These key metrics are 
impactful. 

4. Opportunities for Greater Efficiency. Some reports also 
identified specific inefficiencies resulting from unfunded 
state mandates and other local government requirements. 
If your report has specific details such as the cost of non-
resident FOIA requests, the financial impact of fees and 
requirements promulgated by other local governments, or 
other mandates, make sure your legislators understand 
that most inefficiencies within your operations are the 
result of outside forces rather than a lack of internal 
controls or processes.  

There are likely some great stories behind details within 
your report that would leave a positive impression about 
your agency and its operations, and you may want to 
include a tour of specific facilities during the visit that are 
related to details in the report.

_________________________

Park districts, forest preserve districts, and conservation 
districts have proven track records of efficiently and 
effectively delivering critical services. Your agency's 
efficiency study and resulting report provide evidence of its 
success and proof that it is the absolute best form of local 
government to deliver your services to the community. 

In the coming months, invite your legislators to your 
facilities to discuss your efficiency report and demonstrate 
that no other unit of local government can deliver your 
services more efficiently or effectively. Although these 
reports may provide a solid response to any future 
shortsighted proposal that suggests another form of local 
government could provide the same services at a lower 
cost, there is no reason to wait for such a proposal. 

Please let IAPD know the results of your meeting. Lastly, if 
your agency has not already done so, please send IAPD  a 
copy of your report. Both these tasks can be accomplished 
by emailing me at janselment@ilparks.org.
Congratulations on a job well done!
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Key deadlines and other important dates are available 
on the IAPD website at ILparks.org as well as the 
General Assembly's website at ilga.gov.

In addition to site visits at your agency, there will be 
numerous opportunities throughout the Spring Session 
to meet with legislators to discuss important legislative 
issues and deliver positive messages about the benefits 
of parks, recreation, and conservation. Please mark 
your calendar to attend these events and invite your 
legislators to join you.

2025 SPRING SESSION 
IAPD LEGISLATIVE AWARENESS

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES

January 24
 
  
February 13

February 14

February 21

February 24

February 25

February 28

 
March 1

March 3

March 7

 

March 14
 

April 29

April 30

 

Soaring to New Heights All-Conference 
Awards Luncheon
  
Legislative Breakfast 
Princeton Park District

Legislative Breakfast
Northbrook Park District

Legislative Breakfast
Tinley Park - Park District

Legislative Breakfast
Morton Park District

Legislative Breakfast
Springfield Park District

Legislative Breakfast 
Vernon Hills Park District

Legislative Breakfast
West Suburban Special Recreation 
Association / Park District of Oak Park

Legislative Breakfast 
Schaumburg Park District

Legislative Breakfast
Champaign County Forest Preserve District

Legislative Breakfast
Carol Stream Park District

Legislative Breakfast
Fox Valley SRA/Fox Valley Park District

Legislative Breakfast
Southern Illinois via Zoom

Parks Day at the Capitol
State Capitol, Springfield

Legislative Reception
Illini Country Club, Springfield

Legislative Conference
Crowne Plaza, Springfield



e

                     
          

        

        

By Duane Smith, CPRP
IPRA Education Director 
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that included none other than the field house, or what 
we more commonly refer to today as the Recreation 
(Rec) Center. 

It Started With a Safe Space
The original field house was instrumental in addressing 
the social inequity issues of that time and provided 
access to important programs and services such as 
education, gymnasiums for sport activities, and spaces 
for cultural arts. It was a means to bring people together 
of varying socioeconomic backgrounds and provide 
resources for myriad of needs. It was a safe space to 
suspend worries about troubles at home, engage in 
wonder, and explore the benefits and pleasures of 
recreation. 

I have the unique pleasure of driving around the Prairie 
State for various IPRA programs and events throughout 
the year. I continue to be amazed at the Rec Center 
amenities and services that are being provided to Illinois 
residents, and the creativity that goes into using these 
spaces to further broaden the scope of service. We are 
talking about amenities such as aquatic facilities, not just 
lap pools, suspended walking tracks, gymnasiums with 
multiple interchangeable sport courts and screens, 
dedicated gaming spaces with eSport equipment, 
classrooms with computers, sensory rooms, indoor 
playgrounds, and even massage beds, just to name a 
few. Additionally, not only are more amenities and 
services available in these newer Rec Centers, but they 
are also being built with more ADA features and a 
significantly smaller carbon footprint. It is captivating to 
see this space's evolution and its positive impact on the 
community.

Whether we are talking about the historic origins of the 
Chicago field house or the innovative uses of Rec Centers 
today, we know these spaces are more than buildings; 
they are pillars of community and catalysts for change. 
As we look to the future, let's raise a French 75 to 
celebrate the legacy of these transformative spaces and 
commit to ensuring their continued role in making our 
communities healthier, happier, and more connected.

In the December 2024 issue of Cigar Aficionado, I came 
across the recipe for an adult beverage called the French 
75, which is a mixture of gin, lemon juice, simple syrup, 
and champagne, and its typically garnished with a fresh 
slice of lemon. I thoroughly enjoy varying concoctions of 
gin, so I decided to do some research on the origins of this 
new and exciting beverage. Turns out the French 75 has 
been around awhile and is named after a piece of old 
French artillery that was known to “pack a punch”, much 
like the drink itself. I understand this edition of Illinois P&R 
is not about cigars and liquor, though that would be fun, 
right? I'll make a recommendation to the Editorial 
Committee and see if we can slot that in for a future 
theme. In the meantime, we are here to share stories 
about origins in parks, recreation, and conservation, and I 
want to take this opportunity to highlight something else 
with unique features and has been “packing a punch” in 
our industry for nearly 100 years: the field house.

Public Broadcast System (PBS) has a great series titled 10 
That Changed America, and if you're interested in history 
or just an avid parks enthusiast, I would recommend 
watching Episode 3 in Season 1. It's a fascinating journey 
through the evolution of urban parks in the United States. 
There are stories about the origins of Central Park in 
Manhattan, the Riverwalk in San Antonio, and even the 
unique Gas Works Parks in Seattle. I especially like the 
story about the High Line in the Lower West Side of 
Manhattan because it epitomizes the creativity and 
passion for equity and green spaces that I see from park, 
recreation, and conservation professionals every day.

My favorite story is about the origins of Chicago's 
Neighborhood Parks. In the late 19th Century, the Chicago 
South Park System along the lakefront was booming with 
activity and succeeded in providing open-space park 
benefits to residents in the immediate areas. However, as 
the city population grew with more immigrant and 
working-class families, there became a much greater need 
for social improvements further away from the lakefront. 
The Olmsted Brothers, whose father helped design Central 
Park in Manhattan, designed smaller neighborhood parks 

EDUCATION CORNER
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BUILDING ON THE FOUNDATION OF 

BY CARRIE FULLERTON, Executive Director, Arlington Heights Park District  & 
AMY LEWANDOWSKI, Director of Marketing and Community Engagement, Arlington Heights Park District
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Visionary, creative, ingenious…that's how we'd describe the individuals that had the foresight 
100 years ago to start an agency as essential as the Arlington Heights Park District (AHPD).

In 1925, through a petition, the community recognized the need for a structured park district 
to meet its recreational needs. On June 9 of that year, the AHPD was officially formed, and its 
first Park Board meeting was held on June 18 with Commissioners Nathaniel Banta, Henry 
Klehm, Eugene Berbecker, Albert Volz, and Julius D. Flentie.

Early land acquisitions included Memorial Park and leased properties along the railroad tracks. 
As the commissioners worked to develop these lands, it quickly became clear that financial 
support was essential. The first levy, collected in May 1926, raised $1,335.72. That same 
year, the district appointed its first seasonal parks superintendent and began offering 
recreational programs.
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In 1928, the agency's boundaries mirrored the village's. In 
1931, the first bonds were issued for land acquisition and 
development. A 1934 "straw vote" on the construction of a 
public swimming pool was narrowly defeated, 215 to 201. 
The architectural drawings for Recreation Park Pool and 
Field House were created in 1936 and accepted as part of 
the Works Progress Administration (WPA) initiative. Bonds 
totaling $43,400 were issued to fund the project and the 
building was dedicated and opened on June 17, 1939.  

By 1950, the district hired a “summer playground 
director” and by 1957 year-round programming was being 
offered. A referendum was approved by voters in 1955 to 
issue $675,000 in bonds for land acquisition and 
development (we bet they wish they had an opportunity to 
apply for an OSLAD grant). These bond proceeds 
supported the development of Pioneer Park.

The 1960s saw rapid population growth in Arlington 
Heights, with the town's population increasing by 218%. 
During this decade, voters passed three key bond 
referendums: 1962 ($395,000), 1965 ($465,000), and 

1968 ($2.8M). These funds supported the creation of 
numerous facilities, including Hasbrook Park, Recreation 
Park's bathhouse, the Frontier and Camelot Park 
Community Centers, swimming pools at Heritage and 
Olympic Park (now Arlington Ridge Center), and various 
ballfields, playgrounds, tennis courts, and paths. In 1964, 
the district acquired the land for Arlington Lakes Golf Club, 
which opened in 1979 thanks to a $1.5 million bond 
referendum in 1976.

A 1971 community survey indicated interest in a synthetic 
ice rink and indoor tennis, although residents opposed tax 
increases. The park board issued $735,000 in revenue 
bonds to construct Forest View Tennis Club, which opened 
in 1973. In the mid 1970's, the district began to face a 
financial deficit and worked to cut expenses.  In 1975, a 
“Save the Parks” referendum allowed the agency to 
increase the corporate tax rate and issue $537,000 in 
bonds for deferred maintenance projects and construction 
of the maintenance garage at Frontier Park. The district 
also celebrated its 50th anniversary in 1975 with a 
"Golden Summer Celebration" at Recreation Park.
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The 1980s focused on maintaining and upgrading existing 
assets rather than expansion. In 1983, the district received 
its first National Gold Medal. A joint agreement with the 
village and historical society was signed in 1985 to provide 
programming at the Arlington Heights Historical Museum. 
The agency purchased North School in 1987, renovated it, 
and it now serves at the Administration Building. The 
"Children at Play" (CAP) before- and after-school program 
was launched in 1989 to support working parents by 
offering recreational activities at six sites.

The 1990s marked another significant chapter for the 
AHPD. The district signed a lease with the Village to 
program Lake Arlington, a 93-acre site featuring a 50-acre 
detention lake, an 11-acre native wetland, a boathouse, 
and a 2.4-mile path for walking and cycling. The district 
received the National Gold Medal award in 1992 and 
acquired Nickol Knoll Park, which includes a 9-hole golf 
course. The district also began programming activities at 
the Senior Center and launched its website, offering 
residents convenient 24-hour access to information and 
registration.

Since the 2000s, the district has continued to grow to 
meet the evolving needs of its community. In 2001, the 
Arlington Heights Park Foundation was created.  The 
district has secured over $10+ million in various grants to 
fund improvements (with $5+ million being secured in the 
last five years), including pool and ballfield renovations, 
playground upgrades, and more. Notable projects include 
the renovations of the Camelot and Pioneer Park 
Community Centers and the 2020 transformation of 
Olympic Park into Arlington Ridge Center. With the 
guidance of the 2024 seven-year Comprehensive Plan the 
district is embarking on key projects at Recreation Park, 
the ARC and Centennial Park.  As it celebrates 100 years 
of service, the Arlington Heights Park District remains 
committed to its mission of fostering community well-
being, recreation and critical open space.
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Driving
the Path of
 Recreation

By Carolyn Wofford, Administrator, Taylorville Community Pleasure Driveway and Park District

The Taylorville Community Pleasure 
Driveway and Park District's mission 
is direct: “To provide recreation and 
park experiences that enrich the 
quality of life for our community.”

For more than 70 years, the 
Taylorville Community Pleasure 
Driveway and Park District has been 
delivering invaluable spaces, 
services and programs to its 
residents. 
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The Taylorville Community Pleasure Driveway and Park 
District is the caretaker of three park sites within the 
Taylorville City limits; Manners Park, Jaynes Park and 
Don Bragg Sports Complex. 

Manners Park, a 55-acre tract, was purchased from 
the widow (Elizabeth) and daughter (Francis Harder) of 
C.A. Manners on February 1, 1913. Jaynes Park, an 
11-acre tract, was deeded to the City of Taylorville in 
1909 as a donation by the Jaynes family to the City of 
Taylorville. It was through the acquisition of both 
Manners Park and Jaynes Park that the Taylorville 
Community Pleasure Driveway and Park District was 
able to complete an operating park district in 1951. 

The formation of the Taylorville Community Pleasure 
Driveway and Park District was like many of its 
contemporaries. There was no general act permitting 
the formation of park districts until 1893 when Illinois 
legislature passed an act entitled "An Act to provide for 
the creation of Pleasure Driveway and Park Districts," 
on June 19, 1893. Shortly after the passage of this 
act, the Peoria Park District was organized thereunder 
and in 1900 the Springfield Park District was formed. 
No other park districts were organized under this act 
until the organization in 1947 of the Fox River Valley 
Pleasure Driveway and Park District. Since that time, a 
number of other districts have been organized under it. 
This act is commonly referred to as "The Pleasure 
Driveway Act," and park districts formed thereunder, as 
"Pleasure Driveway and Park Districts.”
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Recreation has long since been a mainstay in Taylorville. 
Since the late 1850s, the area in and around Manners 
Park has served as a place for recreation. In the summer 
of 1856, the Christian County Agricultural Society held 
its first county fair. In the 1870s, there was a need to 
have a direct route from Decatur to St. Louis by the 
Wabash Railroad, who found the northern part of the 
fairgrounds to be in its way. Arrangements were made 
with C.A. Manners to use a 55-acre tract, present day 
Manners Park, and move the fairgrounds south of the 
railroad. In 1913, this property was purchased by the 
City of Taylorville, some 25 years after C.A. Manner's 
death. 

In the late 1800s, a historical movement was spreading 
across the land. This movement was one of the largest 
ventures in education ever seen. A series of programs 
designed for all ages included a two-week period of 
music, lectures, study, and oratory. This movement 
became known as the Chautauqua celebration. At the 
center of Manners Park still stands the Chautauqua 
auditorium. This building was purchased from the 
Bloomington Chautauqua Society in 1916, then moved 
to its present location and erected.  The Chautauqua 
Auditorium is presently listed as a historic place by the 
State of Illinois and the United States Department of the 
Interior National Park Service.

Manners Park is also the site of an approximately 7-acre 
pond, or lake, as some call it. At one time, the lake 
included a beach, fishing and diving platforms and a 
bathhouse. In the 1910s or early 1920s, the first 
wading pool was built across from the Chautauqua 
Dining Hall. The second pool was a full-sized 
commercial pool built inside the front entrance of the 
park. The third and present pool was opened in 1962.

Jaynes Park consists of 11.4 acres of open space that 
meets the needs of those who want to picnic, play 
baseball on one of three fields, utilize tee ball and 
pitching machines, or just give children playground 
equipment to have outdoors fun.

In September of 1967, a proposed lease/buy agreement 
was accepted to build an 18-hole golf course bordering 
the southeast side of Lake Taylorville on 160 acres of 
land. On July 21, 1969, the course was officially named 
Lake Shore Golf Course.

The park district has also adapted with changing needs 
over the years through its Don Bragg Sports Complex, 
which includes the latest addition of the Zaydin Dudra 
Memorial Skatepark, named after a young skateboarder 
who lost his life in a motor vehicle accident. 

Since our Inception In 1985, the Illinois Public Risk 
Fund has Invited public entitles and government 

agencies to examine our outstanding record for cost-
effective workers' compensation coverage. Today, over 
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   training and sample safety guides.
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Today, the Pekin Park District is one of 
the largest geographically in the state 
and serves as a vital cornerstone of 
community life.
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The History and Importance of Preserving 

Pekin's Mineral 
Springs Park

In the summer of 1878, the Pekin Artesian Well 
Company was founded to drill for mineral springs near a 
cattle watering hole on the east side of town. The 
company aimed to capitalize on the purported medicinal 
value of mineral water, which was a popular belief at the 
time. Typically, water could be found by drilling 90 to 
150 feet, but the company struck water at an impressive 
depth of 990 feet. Despite this success, their product 
failed to gain popularity, leading to the company's 
eventual collapse. This initial venture, however, planted 
the seeds for what would later become a cherished 
community resource.

By 1882, there was growing interest among Pekin 
citizens in developing a public park. Some speculate that 
this movement was driven by a desire to help the Well 
Company recover its investment. To enhance the area's 
appeal, a bathhouse was constructed at the well site, 
featuring two wings with six tubs, two showers, and two 
treatment rooms in each wing. Additionally, a small 12 x 
20-foot pool, heated by steam, was built, enabling year-
round use. Roads were laid out, and two lakes were 
created by repurposing the cattle pond. The park also 
featured a charming pagoda, a fountain, and a 
bandstand in the center of the smaller circular lake. This 
picturesque area was christened Mineral Springs Park.

Sadly, nature dealt a severe blow to the park's early 
development. In the late 1880s, a cyclone destroyed 
the bathhouse, pagoda, and bandstand. Funding was 
desperately needed for repairs, but private investments 
fell short. At this critical juncture, a community leader, 
Thomas Cooper, stepped in. Cooper covered the costs 
of repairing the bathhouse and then offered to sell the 
park to the city for $6,000. The city declined the offer. 
Financial struggles continued for the park's private 
operators, culminating in a sheriff's auction on March 
11, 1887, to settle outstanding debts.

The park's troubles did not end there. A fire soon 
destroyed the bathhouse once again, and another offer 
to sell the park to the city—for $13,000—was also 
rejected, this time through a public referendum. 
Despite these setbacks, the dream of a community 
park persisted. Finally, in 1902, Pekin residents 
passed a referendum to establish a new unit of 
government dedicated to overseeing parks. This 
marked the birth of the Pekin Park District. On 
December 14, 1902, the district held its first meeting, 
where funds were secured through a bond issue, and 
Mineral Springs Park was purchased.
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From these humble beginnings, the park district began to 
take shape. Shortly after the acquisition, plans were set in 
motion to transform the park into a true community 
treasure. The board approved the construction of the 
iconic Pavilion and an adjacent Palm House, with the 
project awarded to the lowest bidder at $12,500. 
Additionally, a Grounds Superintendent was hired, and the 
decision was made to drain the existing lakes to create the 
now-famous Lagoon. Over time, the park district expanded 
its offerings, making Mineral Springs Park a central hub 
for leisure and recreation in Pekin.

Today, the Pekin Park District is one of the largest 
geographically in the state and serves as a vital 
cornerstone of community life. The park has evolved to 
meet the needs of generations, offering everything from 
serene natural spaces to modern recreational facilities. It 
is a place for families to gather, for individuals to find 
solace, and for the community to celebrate its shared 
history.

Preserving and Documenting Park 
History: A Community Responsibility
The story of Mineral Springs Park is not merely about the 
physical transformation of land into a public resource; it is 
a testament to a community's resilience and vision. The 
park's history is a narrative of determination, as residents 
and leaders worked tirelessly to create something enduring 
despite natural disasters, financial hurdles, and public 
skepticism.

Preserving this history is critical. Parks are more than 
recreational spaces; they are living records of a 
community's culture, values, and collective identity. By 
documenting the development and milestones of parks like 
Mineral Springs, we ensure that future generations can 
appreciate the challenges and triumphs that shaped their 
community. Understanding this history fosters a sense of 
pride and belonging, strengthening the bond between 
residents and their shared spaces.
Efforts to preserve park history can take many forms, from 
archiving old photographs and documents to maintaining 
oral histories from long-time residents. Historical markers, 
interpretive signage, and community events celebrating the 
park's milestones can also help keep its story alive. For 
Mineral Springs Park, commemorating its origins and 
evolution reminds us of the collective effort that 
transformed a failed Well Company into one of the most 
beloved landmarks in Pekin.

Moreover, documenting history supports informed decision-
making for the future. By understanding the park's past 
successes and challenges, park officials can make 
thoughtful choices that honor its heritage while meeting 
contemporary needs. This balance between preservation 
and innovation ensures that the park remains relevant and 
cherished for years to come.





IAPD's board of trustees and 
membership would like to extend 
our condolences to the family of 
Skokie Park District Commissioner 
Mike Reid, who passed away 
December 6, 2024.

In his 18 years on the park 
district's board, Reid served as 
president 11 times and as vice-
president twice. Reid provided 
oversight for hundreds of the 
Skokie Park District's major 

projects and implementation of new programs, including the 
creation of Skokie's Backlot Bash, the renovation of the 
Exploritorium, the Skatium Ice Arena, the Park Services 
Center, the Weber Leisure Center, its Fitness First Health 
Club, and more than 20 district parks.

IN MEMORIAM

In 2017, Reid earned master board member status with 
IAPD. In 2019, he was then elected to the IAPD board of 
trustees, helping the association to realize its mission of 
advancing Illinois park districts, forest preserves, 
conservation, recreation and special recreation agencies in 
their ability to preserve natural resources and improve the 
quality of life for all people in Illinois.

Under Reid's leadership, the Skokie Park District has been 
recognized as an Illinois Distinguished Accredited Agency 
three times. In 2021, the district won the Illinois Park and 
Recreation Agency's very first Champions for Change 
Award for its diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI) 
accomplishments, initiatives very close to Reid's heart.
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CORPORATE/ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

DLA Architects, Ltd.

Lou Noto

l.noto@dla-ltd.com

2 Pierce Pl., Suite 1300

Itasca, IL 60143

847-742-4063

Eriksson Engineering Associates

Michael Renner

mrenner@eea-ltd.com

145 Commerce Dr  Suite A

GrayslakeIL60030-7834

847-223-4804

FGM Architects, Inc.

John Dzarnowski

johnd@fgmarchitects.com

1211 W. 22nd St., Suite 705

Oak Brook, IL 60523

630-574-8300

Gewalt Hamilton Associates, Inc.

Tom Rychlik

trychlik@gha-engineers.com

625 Forest Edge Dr.

Vernon Hills, IL 60061-4104

847-478-9700

TRIA Architecture

James Petrakos, AIA, LEED AP

jpetrakos@tria-arch.com

901 McClintock Dr., Suite 100

Burr Ridge, I L60527

630-455-4500

Wight & Company

Robert Ijams

rijams@wightco.com

2500 N Frontage Rd

DarienIL60561

630-739-6644

Williams Architects, Ltd.

Karen Lellios

ktlellios@williams-architects.com

500 Park Blvd., Suite 800

Itasca, IL 60143

630-221-1212

WT Group

Troy Triphahn

ttriphahn@wtgroup.com

2675 Pratum Ave.

Hoffman Estates, IL 60192

224-293-6333

ATTORNEYS

Ancel Glink

Derke Price

dprice@ancelglink.com

140 S Dearborn St., 6th Fl

Chicago, IL 60603

312-782-7606

Chapman and Cutler LLP

Kelly Kost

kost@chapman.com

111 W. Monroe St., 13th Fl

Chicago, IL 60603-4011

312-845-3814

Robbins Schwartz

Steven Adams

sadams@robbins-schwartz.com

190 S. La Salle St., Suite 2550

Chicago, IL 60603

312-332-7760

Tressler LLP

Andrew Paine

apaine@tresslerllp.com

233 S. Wacker Dr., 61st Fl

Chicago, IL 60606

312-627-4154

BACKGROUND CHECKS

NCSI

David Rye

davidr@ncsisafe.com

807 Broadway St. NE, #300

Minneapolis, MN 55413

802-829-1516

BRONZE PLAQUES/STATUES

Bronze Memorial Company

Rick Gurrieri

bronzememco@gmail.com

1805 Beach St.

Broadview, IL 60155

773-276-7972

ACCOUNTANTS

Lauterbach & Amen, LLP

Ron Amen

ramen@lauterbachamen.com

668 N. River Rd.

Naperville, IL 60563

630-393-1483

Sikich LLC

Anthony Cervini

anthony.cervini@sikich.com

1415 W Diehl Rd., Suite 400

Naperville, IL 60563

630-566-8574

AQUATICS

Halogen Supply Company, Inc.

Rich Hellgeth

rhellgeth@halogensupply.com

4653 W. Lawrence Ave.

Chicago, IL 0630-2532

773-286-6300

Spear Corporation

Sam Blake

sblake@spearcorp.com

12966 N. County Rd. 50 W

Roachdale, IN 46172

765-577-3100

Vortex Aquatic Structures Intl.

Ryan Eccles

reccles@vortex-intl.com

11024 Bailey Rd., Unit C

Cornelius, NC 28031

877-586-7839

ARCHITECTS/ENGINEERS

BFW Engineering & Testing Inc.

Mark Thompson

mthompson@bfwengineers.com

500 S. 17th St.

Paducah, KY 42003

270-443-1995

Dewberry Architects Inc.

Jeffrey Keppler

jkeppler@dewberry.com

132 N. York St., Suite 2C

Elmhurst, IL 60126

847-841-0587
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CONSTRUCTION 

MANAGEMENT

Boller Construction

Tom Lena

toml@bollerconstruction.com

3045 W. Washington St.

Waukegan, IL 60085

224-763-0647

F.H. Paschen

Caitlin Lahey

clahey@fhpaschen.com

5515 N. East River Rd.

Chicago, IL 60656

708-475-7169

Featherstone, Inc.

Thomas Featherstone

tomf@featherstoneinc.com

4610 Roslyn Rd.

Downers Grove, IL 60515

630-737-1990

 

Frederick Quinn Corporation

Jack Hayes

jhayes@fquinncorp.com

103 S Church St.

Addison, IL 60101-3746

630-628-8500

Henry Bros. Co.

Marc Deneau

mdeneau@henrybros.com

9821 S. 78th Avenue

Hickory Hills, IL 60457

708-430-5400

Lamp Incorporated

Ian Lamp

ilamp@lampinc.net

460 N. Grove Ave.

Elgin, IL 60120

847-741-7220

V3 Companies

Scott Brejcha

Sbrejcha@v3co.com

7325 Janes Ave.

Woodridge, IL 60517

630-729-6334

CONSULTANTS

Anthony Roofing - Tecta America

Corey Fratus

cfratus@tectaamerica.com

2555 White Oak Circle

Aurora, IL 60502

630-515-5554

aQity Research & Insights, Inc.

Jeff Andreasen

j.andreasen@aqityresearch.com

1330-B Sherman Ave.

Evanston, IL 60201

847-424-4171, ext 218

Forvis, LLP

Donna Ekl

donna.ekl@forvis.com

1532 S Surrey Lane

Arlington Heights, IL 60005

847-863-3316

Revenue Task Force

Jim Taylor

jimt@revenuetaskforce.com

1900 E Golf Rd., Ste 950

Schuamburg, IL 60173

815-403-1702

ENERGY MANAGEMENT

ComEd Energy Efficiency Program

Daiva Gylys

dgylys@resource-innovations.com

2011 Swift Drive

Oak Brook, IL 60523-1580

630-480-8140

Seven Utility Management Consultants

Dale Snyder

dsnyder@sevenutility.com

7704 Oakridge Rd.

North Little Rock, AR 72116

501-835-3142

Trane

Jon Dunlap

jon.dunlap@trane.com

7100 South Madison St.

Willowbrook, IL 60527

630-277-1894

ENTERTAINMENT

Record-A-Hit Entertainment

Katie Morrill

kmorrill@recordahit.com

1380 Brummel Ave.

Elk Grove Village, IL 60007

847-690-1100

EXERCISE EQUIPMENT

GovDeals.com

Andrew Joosten

conferences@govdeals.com

9164 Eastchase Pkwy, Box 138

Montgomery, AL 36117

708-714-2600

Matrix Fitness

Kevin Kingston

kevin.kingston@matrixfitness.com

1600 Landmark Drive

Cottage Grove, WI 53527

773-919-7370

FINANCE

Baird Public Finance

Dalena Welkomer

dwelkomer@rwbaird.com

300 East Fifth Ave., Ste 200

Naperville, IL 60563

630-778-9857

BCU

Bruce Ponsaran

bruce.ponsaran@bcu.org

929 N. Milwaukee Ave.

Libertyville, IL 60048

847-204-4409

Speer Financial, Inc.

Aaron Gold

agold@speerfinancial.com

230 W Monroe, Ste 2630

Chicago, IL 60606

312-780-2280
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Stifel

Thomas Reedy

reedyt@stifel.com

One N. Wacker Dr., Suite 3400

Chicago, IL 60606

312-423-8245

Wintrust Government Funds

Tim O'Brien

tobrien@wintrust.com

231 S. LaSalle St., 2nd Floor

Chicago, IL 60604

312-981-0765

FLOORING

Sport Court Midwest

Jon O'Boyle

customerservice@courtofsport.com

747 N Church Rd., Suite G10

Elmhurst, IL 60126

630-350-8652

INSURANCE

Illinois Parks Association Risk Services 

(IPARKS)

Ryan Pnakovich

rpnakovich@bfgroup.com

315 S. Kalamazoo Mall

Kalamazoo, MI 49007-4806

800-692-9522

Park District Risk Management Agency 

(PDRMA)

Brett Davis

bdavis@pdrma.org

2033 Burlington Ave.

Lisle, IL 60532-1646

630-769-0332

INVESTMENTS

PFM Asset Management

Michelle Binns

binnsm@pfmam.com

18 N. Greenwood Ave.

Park Ridge, IL 60068

312-523-2428

PMA Financial Network, LLC

Lisa Nusko

lnusko@pmanetwork.com

2135 City Gate Ln., 7th Fl

Naperville, IL 60563

630-657-6400

LAND PRESERVATION

Openlands

Gerald Adelmann

jdigiovanna@openlands.org

25 E. Washington St., Suite 1650

Chicago, IL 60602

312-863-6250

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

Confluence

Craig Soncrant

csoncrant@thinkconfluence.com

307 N. Michigan Ave. #601

Chicago, IL 60601

312-663-5494 x809

Hitchcock Design Group

Bill Inman

binman@hitchcockdesigngroup.com

22 E. Chicago Ave., Suite 200A

PO Box 5126

Naperville, IL 60540

630-961-1787

JSD Professional Services, Inc.

Lori Vierow

lori.vierow@jsdinc.com

1400 East Touhy Avenue, Suite 215

Des Plaines, IL 60018-3339

312-644-3379

LANDSCAPE 

SERVICES/SUPPLIES

Balanced Environments, Inc.

Nichole Kleber-Bustamante

nbustamante@

balancedenvironmentsinc.com

17950 W. IL Rte 173

Old Mill Creek, IL 60083

847-395-7120

Beary Landscaping

Norm Kleber

nkleber@bearylandscaping.com

15 E University Dr.

Arlington Heights, IL 60004

847-693-9348

McGinty Bros., Inc. Lawn & Tree Care

Brian McGinty

brian@mcgintybros.com

3744 E Cuba Rd.

Long Grove, IL 60047

847-438-5161

Turfwerks

Jeffrey Reicks

jreicks@davisequip.com

5225 NW Beaver Dr.

Johnston, IA 50131

515-776-0198

LIGHTING

Shinetoo Lighting USA LLC

Lucy Lee

lucy@shine2sportslighting.com

708 Armstrong Dr.

Buffalo Grove, IL 60089

847-899-1678

MAINTENANCE PRODUCTS

Buck Services, Inc.

Amanda Laughlin

amanda@buckservices.com

401 Industrial Dr. West 

Chicago, IL 60185

630-876-8184

Midwest Mechanical

Chad Powell

Chad.powell@midwestmech.com

801 Parkview Blvd.

Lombard, IL 60148

847-561-3335

PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS

Cunningham Recreation

Michele Breakfield

michele@cunninghamrec.com

2020 Calamos Court Ste. 200

Naperville, IL 60563

800-438-2780
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Kompan

Tiffanie Sperling

tifspe@kompan.com

24307 Apple Tree Ln.

Plainfield, IL 60585

331-260-2821

National Fitness Campaign

Lindsay Valenti

lindsay@nfchq.com

25 Nadeau Road

Halfmoon, NY 12065

518-596-3944

NuToys Leisure Products

Sheilah Wasielewski

sheilahw@nutoys4fun.com

915 Hillgrove

LaGrange, IL 60525

708-579-9055

Team REIL Inc.

John Cederlund

john@getreil.com

17421 Marengo Rd

Union, IL 60180

888-438-7345

SAFETY PROGRAMS

Illinois Public Risk Fund

Robert Buhs

rbuhs@iprf.com

7851 W. 185th St., Suite 101

Tinley Park, IL 60477-6296

708-429-6300

SHELTERS

Norwalk Concrete Industries

Dalton Vaughan

dvaughan@nciprecast.com

80 Commerce Dr.

Norwalk, OH 44857

800-733-3624

SITE FURNISHINGS

Anything Weather Communications, Inc.

Gregg Potter

gregg@anythingweather.com

77806 Flora Rd., Suite B

Palm Desert, CA 92211

760-459-2079

Anything Weather Communications, Inc.

Stephnie Coufal

scoufal@izoneimaging.com

2526 Charter Oak Dr., Suite 100

Temple, TX 76502-4863

254-314-8249

Larson Equipment Company

Dave Dillon

ddillon@larsoncompany.com

1000 E State Pkwy - Unit F

Schaumburg, IL 60173

847-705-0460

Signarama Buffalo Grove

Yav Boziloff

sales@signsofchicago.com

350 Lexington Dr.

Buffalo Grove, IL 60089

847-215-1535

SURFACING MATERIALS

ForeverLawn Chicago

Justin Lettenberger

justin@chicago.foreverlawn.com

3438 Colony Bay Dr.

Rockford, IL 61109-2560

779-368-0251

TECHNOLOGY

Asset Control Solutions, Inc.

Kim Falco

kfalco@acspro.us

2500 W. Higgins Rd., Suite 1135

Hoffman Estates, IL 60169

847-838-2600

TinyMobileRobots

Drew Carl

dc@tinymobilerobots.com

1634 Cobb International Blvd. NW

Kennesaw, GA 30144

404-595-1145

UKG

Mark Cline

mark.cline@ukg.com

4645 Boulevard Place

Indianapolis, IN 46208

317-910-2167

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Constellation Telecom

Bill Mayer

bill@constellationtelecom.com

505 S. Weber Rd., Unit 302

Bolingbrook, IL 60490

630-673-5522

TRANSPORTATION

Monroe Truck Equipment

Rosie Katzenberger

rkatzenberger@monroetruck.com

1051 W 7th St.

Monroe, WI 53566

608-329-8112

WEB DEVELOPMENT

McDaniels Marketing

Randall McDaniels

rmcdaniels@mcdmarketing.com

11 Olt Ave.

Pekin, IL 61554

309-346-4230
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AQUATICS

AQUA PURE ENTERPRISES, LLC.
Deborah Todnerver 
1404 Joliet Rd. Ste A 
Romeoville, IL 60446 
apei@aquapure-il.com 
630-771-1310 PH
aquapure-il.com

BURBACH AQUATICS
Roger Schamberger
5974 Highway 80 S.
Platteville, WI 53818 
baae@centurytel.net 
608-348-3262 PH
burbachaquatics.com

CHICAGOLAND POOL MANAGEMENT
Leslie Clark 
1612 Ogden Ave
Lisle, IL 60532 
kurtis.bailey@chicagoland-pmg.com
(630) 689-9999 PH
chicagoland-pmg.com

JEFF ELLIS AND ASSOCIATES, INC.
Joe Stefanyak
PO Box 2160
Windermere, FL 34786
joe.stefanyak@jellis.com 
407-401-7120 PH
jellis.com

JUST IN TIME POOL & SPA
Michael Butkovichs
148 Eisenhower Lane N. 
Lombard, IL 60148 
justintimepool@yahoo.com 
312-622-2223 PH

SPEAR CORPORATION
Brian Spear
12966 N County Road 50 W
Roachdale, IN 46172-9538 
bspear@spearcorp.com 
765-522-1126 PH
spearcorp.com

VORTEX AQUATIC STRUCTURES 
INTERNATIONAL
Scott Stefanc
11024 Bailey Road, Suite C 
Cornelius, NC, 28031 
sstefanc@vortex-intl.com 
877-586-7839 PH
vortex-intl.com

BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION

BID EVOLUTION
Steve Kulovits 
1905 Sequoia Dr.
Suite 201
Aurora, IL 60506 
stevek@bidevolution.com 
630-450-8360 PH
bidevolution.com

CONCRETE POLYFIX
Adam McNamara
150 Stevens Dr.
Iowa City, IA 52240 
adam@concretepolyfix.com 
309-761-6398 PH
concretepolyfix.com

FREDERICK QUINN CORP
Jack Hayes
103 S. Church St. 
Addison, IL 60101 
jhayes@fquinncorp.com 
630-628-8500 PH
fquinncorp.com

F.H. PASCHEN
Caitlin Lahey
5515 N East River Rd 
Chicago, IL 60142 
clahey@fhpaschen.com 
773-444-3474
fhpaschen.com

HARBOUR CONTRACTORS
Zachary Harbour
23830 W Main Street
Plainfield, IL 60544
zharbour@harbour.us
815-254-5500
Harbour.us

INTEGRAL CONSTRUCTION INC.
Christopher Osinski 
320 Rocbaar Drive
Romeoville, IL 60446 
cosinski@buildintegral.com
 
LAMP INCORPORATED
Ian Lamp
460 N. Grove Avenue 
Elgin, IL 60120
ilamp@lampinc.net 
847-741-7220 (305) PH
lampinc.net

TEAM REIL
Mike Cederlund
17421 Marengo Rd
Union, IL 60180
mike@getreil.com
815-923-4321 PH
Getreil.com

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

APPLE CANYON LAKE PROPERTY OWNERS 
ASSOCIATION
Ashlee Miller
14A157 Canyon Club Dr 
Apple River, IL 61001-9576
Ashlee.Miller@applecanyonlake.org 
815-492-2238 PH
applecanyonlake.org

COOPERATIVE PURCHASING

SOURCEWELL
Jon Henke
202 12th Street NE
P.O. Box 219
Staples, MN 56479 Jon.henke@sourcewell-
mn.gov 218-541-5102 PH
sourcewell-mn.gov

ENERGY MANAGEMENT

COMED
Amy Populorum 
2011 Swift Dr
Oak Brook, IL 60523-1580
Amy.Populorum@ComEd.com 
630-891-7430 PH
comed.com

ENTERTAINMENT & EVENT 
SERVICES

BASS/SCHULER ENTERTAINMENT
Mia Bass
4055 W Peterson Ave, Ste 206
Chicago, IL 60646-6183 
info@bass-schuler.com 
773-481-2600 PH
bass-schuler.com

GO APE!
Jacqueline Otto 
1100 Ogden Ave. 
Western Springs, IL 60558 
jacqueline.otto@goape.com 
224-762-8657 
goape.com

LAKE GENEVA CRUISE LINE
Susan Schindler
812 Wrigley Drive, P.O. Box 68
Lake Geneva, WI 53147 
susan@glcl.net
262-248-5642 PH
cruiselakegeneva.com

PYROTECNICO
Jonathan Gesse
P.O. Box 302
Kingsbury, IN 46345 
Jgesse@pyrotecnico.com 
219)-393-5522 PH
pyrotecnico.com
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THE FORGE ADVENTURE PARKS
Jeremie Bacon 
340 River St.
Lemont, IL 
60439-7227
info@theforgeparks.com 
630-326-3301 PH
theforgeparks.com

FINANCE

5/3 FIFTH THIRD BANK
Sean Patrick Durkin 
1151 State St.
Lemont, IL 60439-4200
Sean.Durkin@53.com 
630-297-5987 PH
53.com

BMO HARRIS BANK
Robert Santore
111 W Monroe St 5E 
Chicago, IL 60603
robert.santore@bmo.com 
bmo.com

LAUTERBACH & AMEN, LLP
Ron Amen
668 N. River Road Naperville, IL 60563 
ramen@lauterbachamen.com 
630-393-1483 PH
lauterbachamen.com

PFM ASSET MANAGEMENT 
Michelle Binns
18 N Greenwood Ave. 
Park Ridge, IL 60068 
binnsm@pfmam.com 
312-523-2428 PH 
www.pfm.com

SPEER FINANCIAL
Aaron Gold
230 W. Monroe Street, Suite 2630
Chicago, IL 60606 
agold@speerfinancial.com 
312-780-2280 PH
speerfinancial.com

STIFEL
Tom Reedy
70 West Madison St. Suite 2400
Chicago, IL 60602
reedyt@stifel.com
312-423-8245 PH
stifel.com

WINTRUST FINANCIAL CORPORATION
Aimee Briles
9700 W. Higgins Road 4th Floor
Rosemont, IL 60018 
abriles@wintrust.com 
630-560-2120 PH
wintrust.com

EQUIPMENT

TURF RENOVATION MACHINERY, INC.
Roy J Klopping 
19858 Eyota Rd 
Apple Valley, CA 92308
RoyJKlopping@yahoo.com
562-696-5780
turfrenovationmahinery.com

LANDSCAPE 
SERVICES/SUPPLIES/DESIGN

GLI, Inc.
Bridget Clark 
1410 Mills Rd
Joliet, IL 60433 
bridget@georgeslandscaping.com 
(815) 774-0350 PH

GREEN-UP
Bernard Schroeder 
23940 Andrew Road
Plainfield, IL 60585 
sandy@green-up.com 
815-372-3000 PH
green-up.com

FOREVER GREEN TURF CARE/SHADES OF 
GREEN TURF SUPPLY
Scott Basnett 
12531 Cedar Lake Rd
Crown Point, IN 46307 
laura@forevergreenlc.com
(219) 365-6778PH
forevergreenlc.com

REINDERS
Andrew Semancic 
W227N6225 Sussex Rd 
Sussex, WI 53089 
asemancik@reinders.com 
800-782-3300
reinders.com

THE DAVEY TREE EXPERT COMPANY
Mandy McCauley
1375 E Woodfield Rd., Ste 204
Schaumburg, IL 60173-5424 
mandy.mccauley@davey.com 
630-422-1870 PH
davey.com

THE MULCH CENTER
Jim Seckelmann
21457 N. Milwaukee Avenue 
Deerfield, IL 60015 
jim@mulchcenter.com
847-459-7200 PH
mulchcenter.com

LIGHTING

MUSCO SPORTS LIGHTING
Nick Mauer 
100 1st Ave W
Oskaloosa, IA 52577-3244 
nick.mauer@musco.com 
800-825-6030 PH
musco.com

SHINETOO LIGHTING USA, LLC
Lucy Lee
708 Armstrong Dr 
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089
sales@shine2sportslighting.com
(224) 567-8070 PH
shine2sportslighting.com

MARKETING & 
COMMUNICATIONS

EXCEL AERIAL IMAGES, LLC
Eric Lee Wilson, CPRP 
1137 E. Woodrow Ave 
Lombard, IL 60148
ericlee@excelaerialimagesllc.com 
224-775-4623 PH
excelaerialimages.com

PCI – PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS INC.
Jackie Rachev 
1 E Wacker Dr 24th Floor 
Chicago, IL 60601 
lets_talk@pcipr.com 
312.558.1770
jrachev@pcipr.com 

PARKS & PLAYGROUNDS

CUNNINGHAM RECREATION
Michele Breakfield
2020 Calamos Court, Suite 200
Naperville, IL 60563 
michele@cunninghamrec.com 
800-438-2780 PH
cunninghamrec.com

FIELDTURF USA, INC.
Jonathan Huard
175 N. Industrial Blvd NE 
Calhoun, GA 30701 
jonathan.huard@fieldturf.com 
630-474-9817 PH
fieldturf.com

KOMPAN, Inc
Tiffanie Sperling
605 W Howard Ln Suite 101 
Austin TX 78753 
tifspe@kompan.com
(800) 426-9788 PH
http://www.kompan.us
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NUTOYS LEISURE PRODUCTS
Sheilah Wasieleweski 
PO Box 7075
Westchester, IL 60154 
play@nutoys4fun.com 
(800) 526-6197 PH
https://www.nutoys4fun.com

PLAY DESIGN SCAPES
Gina Wilch
352 Cedar Ln
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
gina@playdesignscapes.com 
224-324-4597
playdesignscapes.com

PLAY ILLINOIS
Mike Maloney 
310 N Grant St
Westmont, IL 60559 
Mike@playil.com 
844-222-9990
info@playil.com

PLAY & PARK STRUCTURES
Patrick Puebla
3602 - 37th Ave., #4
Moline, IL 61265 
ppuebla@playandpark.com 
573-631-1968 PH
playandpark.com

PLANNING & DESIGN

BACON FARMER AND WORKMAN 
ENGINEERING & TESTING INC.
Mark Thompson 
500 S 17th St
Paducah, KY 42003-2819 
mthompson@bfwengineers.com
(270) 443-1995
https://bfwengineers.com/

CONFLUENCE
Craig Soncrant
307 N. Michigan Ave., #601
Chicago, IL 60601 
csoncrant@thinkconfluence.com 
312-663-5494 PH
thinkconfluence.com

DEWBERRY ARCHITECTS INC.
Jeffrey Keppler
132 N York St., Suite 2c
Elmhurst, IL 60126-3079 
jkeppler@dewberry.com 
847-841-0587 PH
dewberry.com

DLA ARCHITECTS, LTD.
Lou Noto
2 Pierce Pl., Ste 1300
Itasca, IL 60143-3155
l.noto@dla-ltd.com 
847-742-4063 PH
dla-ltd.com

ENGINEERING RESOURCE ASSOCIATES
Kenneth N. Anderson Jr.
 3s701 West Avenue Suite 150
Warrenville, IL 60555-3264
kanderson@eracounsultants.com 
630-393-3060
eracounsultants.com

FEHR GRAHAM
Pat Kelsey
230 Woodlawn Ave
Aurora, IL 60506-5194
pkelsey@fehrgraham.com 
630-423-0482 PH
fehrgraham.com

FGM ARCHITECTS
John Dzarnowski 
1211 W. 22nd Street, Suite 705
Oakbrook, IL 60523 
johnd@fgmarchitects.com 
630-574-8300 PH
fgmarchitects.com

GEWALT HAMILTON ASSOCIATES
Michael Shrake
625 Forest Edge Drive 
Vernon Hills, IL 60061 
mshrake@gha-engineers.com
847-478-9700 PH
gha-engineers.com

HITCHCOCK DESIGN GROUP
Bill Inman
225 W. Jefferson Ave 
Naperville, IL 60540
binman@hitchcockdesigngroup.com 
630-961-1787 PH
hitchcockdesigngroup.com

JSD PROFESSIONAL SERVICES, INC.
Lori Vierow
1400 E Touhy Ave Ste 215
Des Plaines, IL 60018-3339
lori.vierow@jsdinc.com 
630-362-6681 PH
jsdinc.com

PLANNING RESOURCES INC.
Darrell Garrison 
913 Parkview Blvd
Lombard, IL 60148-3267 
dgarrison@planres.com 
630-668-3788 PH
planres.com

ROMTEC, INC.
Hannah Duncan
18240 N Bank Rd
Roseburg, OR 97470
hduncan@romtec.com
541-496-9678 PH
Romtec.com

SMITHGROUP, LLC
Gregg Calpino
35 E. Wacker Drive, Suite 900
Chicago, IL 60601 
gregg.calpino@smithgroup.com
(312) 596-9833 PH
smithgroup.com/

WIGHT & COMPANY
Robert Ijams
2500 N. Frontage Road 
Darien, IL 60561 
rijams@wightco.com 
630-739-6644 PH
wightco.com

WILLIAMS ARCHITECTS
Karen T. Lellios
500 Park Blvd.
Suite 800
Itasca, IL 60143 
ktlellios@williams-architects.com 
630-221-1212 PH
williams-architects.com

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

ANCEL GLINK DIAMOND BUSH DICIANNI & 
KRAFTHEFER P.C.
Robert Bush
140 S. Dearborn Street 6th Floor
Chicago, IL 60603 
rbush@ancelglink.com 
312-604-9105 PH
ancelglink.com

BERRYDUNN
Dannielle Wilson 100 Middle St
4th Floor East Tower Portland, ME 04101 
DWilson@BerryDunn.com 
207-842-8121 PH
berrydunn.com

HR SOURCE
Christopher Schneider 
3025 Highland Parkway Suite 225
Downers Grove, IL 60515 
cschneider@hrsource.org 
630-963-7600 x232
Hrsource.org

ILLINOIS PUBLIC RISK FUND
Robert Buhs
7851 W. 185th Street Suite 101
Tinley Park, IL 60477 
rbuhs@iprf.com 
708-429-6300 PH
iprf.com

MTJ SPORTS
Mats Jonmarker
10 Edgewood Drive 
Kewanee IL 61443
mats@mtjsports.com
(800) 789-1319
http://www.mtjsports.com
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PDRMA
Brett Davis
2033 Burlington Avenue
Lisle, IL 60532 bdavis@pdrma.org 630-769-
0332 PH
pdrma.org

SIGNAGE

CRAIG MILLER BENCHMARK IMAGING AND 
DISPLAY
Craig Miller 
221 Lively Blvd
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007 
craig@benchmarkimaging.com 
847-290-0002 x 207
Benchmarkimaging.com

IZONE IMAGING
Brad Huckabay 2526 Charter Oak Dr Suite 
100
Temple, TX 76502 
bhuckabay@izoneimaging.com 
888-464-9663 PH
izoneimaging.com

SIGNARAMA
Donald Meeker 532 N State Rd.
Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510 
don@terrabilt.com
914-341-1500 PH
terrabilt.wolfenwicked.com

TERRABILT INC.
Yav Boziloff
350 Lexington Dr.
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 
don@terrabilt.com 
(847) 215-1535 PH
signsofchicago.com

SUPPLIES

CHALLENGER TEAMWEAR 
Alan Foy 
8263 Flint 
Lenexa, KS 66214 
afoy@challengerteamwear.com 
954-646-0211 
challengerteamwear.com

CINTAS
Eric Johnson
5005 N Lowell Ave
Chicago IL 60630
johnsone@cintas.com
312-813-3333
http://www.cintas.com

FEDERAL SUPPLY USA 
Chad Read 
1171 S Northpoint Blvd 
Waukegan, IL 60085
cread@federalsupply.com 
847-623-1310 
federalsupply.com

TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS

AMILIA
Mike Ellis
1751 Rue Richardson, #3 105
Montreal, Quebec H3 Montreal QC H3K 1G6
Marketing@amilia.com 
1-877-343-0004
Amilia.com

DOUBLESPOT
Sean Chang
sean@doublespot.com 
(626) 877-6650
doublespot.ai

CIVICREC
Nick Glasgow
302 S 4th St, Ste 500
Manhattan, KS 66502-6410 
Nicholas.glasgow@civicplus.com 
785-370-7328 PH
civicplus.com

GO TECHNOLOGY GROUP
John Marta
1821 W Hubbard St, #220
Chicago, IL 60622
info@gochicagoit.com
888-445-0029 PH
Gochicagoit.com

KAIZEN LABS
John Puma
453 S Spring St. Ste 400 PMB Los Angeles, CA 
90013 partners@kaizenlabs.co
(408) 623-7000
kaizenlabs.co

KUVRR
Sanjeev Arora
2700 Patriot Blvd. Suite 250
Glenview, IL 60026 
saneev@kuvrr.com
 774 4 Safety PH 
http://www.kuvrr.com

L6 TECHNOLOGY INC
Ted Lemmy
1S376 Summit Ave, Ste 5D
Oakbrook Terrace, IL 60181
l6tech@l6tech.com
630-656-9191 PH 
L6Tech.com

MYREC.COM RECREATION SOFTWARE
Colleen Kinkade PO Box 16997
Salt Lake City, UT 84116
 info@myrec.com
802-465-9732
myrec.com

OUTDOORLINK INC.
David Ramirez
3058 Leeman Ferry Rd SW 
Huntsville, AL 35801 
dave@outdoorlink.com
(256) 885-9768
Outdoorlink.com
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PRODUCTIVE PARKS LLC
Steve Dittemore 674 Rochelle Terrace
Lombard, IL 60148 
Steve@productiveparks.com
630-765-4252
productiveparks.com

RAM COMMUNICATIONS INC.
Rob McCoy
2720 S River Rd., Ste 152 
Des Plaines, IL 60018-4111
info@ramcomminc.com
847-358-0917 PH
ramcomminc.com

SYSTEMS CABLING SOLUTIONS INC.
Michael Rashow
8523 N Ottawa Ave 
Niles IL 60053
michael.rashow@scschi.com 
773-395-48052 PH 
SCSCHI.COM

TYLER TECHNOLOGIES, INC.
Katie Caton
5101 Tennyson Pkwy
Plano, TX 75024-3525
katie.caton@tylertech.com
207-518-4745 PH
tylertech.com

UKG SOLUTIONS
Mark Cline
101 W Washington St # 900
Indianapolis IN 46204
mark.cline@ukg.com 
317-910-2167 PH
tylertech.com

VERMONT SYSTEMS, INC.
David Wirtz
12 Market Place
Essex Junction, VT 05452 
davew@vermontsystems.com 
802-276-5447 PH
vermontsystems.com

XPLOR TECHNOLOGIES
Datis Mohsenipour
950 East Paces Ferry Road NE
Atlanta, GA 30326
Datis.mohsenipour@xplortechnologies.com
xplortechnologies.com

WEB DEVELOPMENT

A5 BRANDING & DIGITAL
John Harris
1 North La Salle Street, 47th Floor
Chicago, IL 60602
jharris@a5inc.com
708-227-5313 PH
a5inc.com






